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TOOTH 8 
READER 
np HE defegn of this 
| xe 7 reatiſe * , not to 
ftiroak and tickle the 
Fancy, but to ele- 
vate the Soul, and refine its 
Apprehenſuons , to znform the 
Tudgment, and polifh it for 
Converſation , to purifi e and 
enflame the Heart to enrich 


tbe Mind , and guide Men 
| M2 (that 


Tothe Reader. 
(that Pand in need of bel) 


in the way of Vertue ; to ex- 
cite their Deſre, to encourage 
them to Travel, to comfort 
them in the Journey, 'and ſo at 
laſt to lead them to true Felici- 
ty, both here and bereafter.' 

T1 need not treat of Vertues 
n-tbe ordinary way , as they 


are Daties' enjoyned ho tbe 
Law of GOD ; that irs An- 


tbor of \\F'he whole Duty of 
Man hath excellently done : 
nor as they are. Dna 
Epxpoditrts and: Nleans for a 
mans Peace and Honour on 
Earth ; that i in ſome mea- |} 
fare done by the French Char- | 
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To the Reader. 

ron of Wiſdom. My purpoſe is 
to ſatisfie the 7 and. On- 
believing Soul, concerning the 
reality ,":foxce'; and efficacy of 
Vertue; . and hawing ſame ad: 
vantages from the Knowledge 
[ gained in the nature af | Fe- 
licity (by many years earneſt 
and diligent ſtudy.) my buſi neſs 
# to make as viſible, as it as 
poſſble for me, the. Iuftre of ite 
Beauty, Dignity, and Glory: 
8 by ſhewing what aneceſſary, _ 
I Means Vertue i, how ſweet, 
3 bow full of Reaſon , how de- 
v \ BL rable in it ſelf, how just and 
; amiable, bow delightful, and 

Jo powerfully conducive alſo 


A? to 


To'the Reader. 
to Glory : bow naturally Ver- 
me carries us to the Temple 
of Bliſs, and bow immeaſura- 
bly tranſcendent it \is in atl 
nds of Excellency. 
And (if 1 may Neck free- 
7 ) my Office 3s , to carry and 
enhance Vertue to its utmoſt 
height , 10 open the Beauty of 
all the ProfpeF , and to make | 
the Glory of GOD appear,in | 
the Bleſſedneſs of Man , by | 
ſetting forth its infinite Excel. | 
lency : T aking ont of the T rea- | 
furies of Humanity thoſe Ar- & 
guments that will diſcover the * 
great perfection of the End of | 


Man, which be may atchieve | 
by | 


To the Reader. 
by the capacity of bis N ature: 
A alſo by opening ing the Nature 
of Vertue folf,, , | thereby v0 
diſplay the marvellous Beauty 


of Religron,and br br the Soul 
z0n.. 


1 Vice, which s far the more 
| cafe T beme becauſe am in- 
| rrrely taken up with the abun- 
dance of Worth and Beanty in 
$ Vertue, and have ſo much to 
| ſay of the poſetzve and intrin. 
l ch Goodneſs of its Nature. 
| But beſsdes, ſince a ſtrait Line 
* z the meaſure both of it ſelf, 
s and of a crooked one, I con- 
' I clude, That the very Glory of 
= A 4 Ver- 


Nentit: wy nnifrflod; will |} 
rake/all'V ice: appeak Hike dirt 
oleefoxe 2\] ewel, whenthby are 
corpared Wpgether.. , Nay Vice 
\e6[001+ a6\oh &. nies \3r\rbe | 
preſence of theſe Perines\ will | 
 look-like Poyſap and. a Comagi- 
Prag0r If you will. 95 120k, as 
Malice: 2 gratitude: iſo 
ihr. there. will .need.w0' ax 
Ko poſt ttonofi its:\Nuture:," to | 
= Men «from the love if 
ty than the COT -< its | 
Gavirary. 
en Vertues are lifted. FA ahe F, 
LOly of Inviſible things 3: 0 
Wear ck notch, \ ſome are ſo blind | 
5 tay there areanye. ciſtent | 
13 tk in | 
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To the Reader. 
on ow—:" oy uu 
and will be matte eaſily appa- 
rent that all: the ' Peace \and 
Bravdty'in #be World proeet- 
.etÞ; om thei ;* all Horiovtr 
'them;all-Glory'and Eſteern'# 
acquired -by them: "For" tht 
Profperity. off all Kingdoms # 
laid in the Goodnels of GOD 
and of Men; Were there no- 
thing'-in' the World but the. 
Works of Amity, which pro- 
_ceed from the-higheſt Vertue;, 
they alone would teſtifie of its 
Excellency: * For there 'can be 
no Safety where there # any 
'1 reachery : But 'were all 


Truth 


of 


To the Reader. 


Trath and Courteficgxercis'd 
with Fidelity and Loveghere 
could be no Inguſtice or Com- | 
plaint in the World; no Serife, | 
zorV iolence: bat aff Bounty, | 
Joy 4nd. Complacency, Were | 
tbere no Blindneſs, every Soul | 
would be full of Light and tbe | 
face of Felicity be ſeen,oud the | 
Earth be turned 3#to Heaven. | 
T be things we treat of are 
great and mighty;they touch the | 
 Effeace of every Soul, und are | 
of j1sfinjte Concernment , be- | 
cevufe the Felicity is eternal that © 
& acquired by them : TI 'do not 
#1 Immortal only but wor- 
_ thy co be Eternal : and it « 


-# \ ; . 


Torhe Reader, 
#anpoſſebie to be bappy wethoun 
bem. We-rreat of Mans preat 
gud foveraipn: End .,'. of the 
Natare of Bleſſedack, of the 
Means #0 #tta7n #t: Off Know- 
ledge awd Love, of Waldom 
#nd Goodnels, of Righteoul- 
nels and Holineks , of Jultice 
and Mercy, af ST 4: all 
Courage, of T emperance and 
Patience , of Mecknels and 
Humility, of Contentment, of 
Magnanumityand Modeſty of 
L.iberaliry avd Magnificence, 

of the waics by which Love s 
begotten 7n the Soul, of Gra- 
3 ricude, of Faith, Hope, and 
” Charity, of Repentance, De- 


vott- 


To the Reader. 
votion, Fidelity, and Godli- 
nels. In all which we ſhew 
what ſublime and myſterious 
Creatures they are, which de- | 
pend upon the Operations of | 
Mans Soul ; their great ex- | 
tent;tbeir uſe and value, their 
Original and their End, their | 
Objects and their Times: } 
WV bat Vertues belong to theE- 
ſtate of Innocency what to the 
Eſtate of Miſery and Grace, | 
and what to the EState of | 
_ Glory. Which are the food of 
the Soul , and the works of 
Nature ; which were occaſro- 
ned by Sin, as Medicines 'gnd 
Expedients only : which are 


FE flen- 
__ 


___ Tothe Reader. 
Eſſential 2 Felicity , and 
which Accidental ; which 
Temporal , and wbicb Eter- 
nal : with the true Reaſon of 
their Impoſition ; why they all 
are commanded, and bow wile 
and gracious GOD « in en- 
joyning them. By which means 
all Atheiſm * put to flight, 
and all Infidelity : T be Soul 
7 recouciled to the Lawpiver 
of the World., and taught to 
delight mn hs Commande- 
ments : A Enmity and Dil- 
3 contentment muſs vaniſh as 
#$ Clonds and Darkneſs before 

g the Sun, when the Beauty of 
4F Vertue appeareth in ws 
bright- 


To the Reader. 
brightneſs and glory. : It s 
impoſfble that the ſplendour }| 
of its Nature ſhould be ſeen, | 
t al Religion aud Fehcity | } 
will be manifeſt | | 
Perbaps you will meet ſome \| | 
New Notions : but yet mhey 
they are examined , he hopes | * 
# will appear to the Reader, | 
#bat it was the aftnal' now- || 
ledge of | true Felicity that |j | 
taught bim to. ſpeak of Ver- | 
eue;and moreover, that there « || 
not the leaſt tittle pertaining I 
zo the Catholick Faith con- 1. 
 tradiffed or altered in bis Pa- © 
pers. For be firmly retains all 
that was eſtabliſhed in the 


Ancient | 


v 


L 


To the Reader. 
Ancient Conncels, nay and ſees 
| Cauſe to do ſo, ever inthe 
{3 higheſt and moſt tranſcendent 
! ] Myſteries : only he enriches 
{lol, by farther opening the 
| Jerandeur and' glory of Reli- 
| 1g70n, with the interiour depths 
| fand Beantres of Faith, Fet 
| TSndeed it is not be, but GOD 
| that bath enriched the Natnre 
| :of 3t:be only brings the VVealth 
{ of Vercue ro light, which the 
{ Infinite Wiſdom , and Govd- 
1 Feſs,and Power of GOD have 
' ] Feated there, Which thongh 
| Tearned Men know perhaps 
1 1 Jr better than be , yet he 
1 humbly craves pardon for caft- 
| ing 
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_ ing im bis Mite to. the vulgar. | 


"Th the Reader. 


Exchequer. He. hath $95 
more to ſay, hut that the Glor pry, 
of GOD, and ans Ne 
Perfeftion, of Humans Ny- 
ture are united. in V ertne. B 
Vertue the Creation Pl lf 
uſeful, and the Lnivese de- 
lightful. All the Works: of | 
GOD are crowned withitheir 
End, by the Glory of Vartue.. 
For whatſoever. # good" find 
profitable for Men is made $a- 
cred ; becauſe, it is delightfiel 
and well-pleafong to GOD: 
Who being LOVE by Na- 
zure , delighteth in big 6 red- 
ZHTES welfare. 

T ha 


To the Reader, 
T here are two ſorts of” com 
current AGions "meceſſary."t 
Bliſs 3 Atjons in GYD; aud 
AC $00 in\Men: ;nay and Ai. 
ons tov m1 all the Creatures. 
T be Sun mitſt warm ," but it 
mus} \not burn: the Earth 
muſt bring forth, but not ſwal- 
low up; the Air mus} cool 
withopt: Farving, and the Sea 
m: iten' without * drowning : 
Meats muſt feed but mot poy- 
ſon : Rain muſt fall, bat not 
. | oppreſs : 7 bus in the ihferiout 
. | Creatures you ſee AGions are 
| of ſeveral kinds. But theſe may 
" Þ be reduced to the Attions of 
GOD, from mhom they 


} S Z » 
; « fring; 


_ To theReader. 
Shins ; for he prepares all 
theſe Creatures for us. And it | 
x neceſſary to tbe felicity of 
bis Sons , that he ſhaula make 
al things bealing and amiable, 
not odious.gnd deftruftive: that 
be ſhould Love, and not. Hate : 
And the Aﬀions of Men mui 
concur aright with theſe of | 
GOD, and bs-.Creatures. 
T bey muſt not deſpiſe Bl: ſfngs 
becauſe they are given , but 
elteem them ; not. crample 
them under feet, becauſe they 
bave the benefit of them, but 
magnitie azd extol them: T hey 
too muſt Love, and not Hate : 
T hey muſt . not kill and mutr- | 
ther, | 


To the Reader. 


ther, bat ſerve and pleaſure 
one another ; they muſt not 
ſcorn great and ineftim ible 
Gifts, becauſe they are com- 
mon, for ſo the Angels woutd 
boſe all the happineſs of Hea- 
ven. If GOL ſhould do the 
moſt great and glorious things = 
that fiat Wiſdom could 
deviſe; if Men will reſokve 
to be blind, and perverſe, and. 
{enſlels, all will be in vain: 


, 

e | the moſt High and Sacred 
y | things will increaſe their Mi- 
f 
y 


fery. This may gtve you ſome 
little glimple of the excellency 
of Vertue. 
| 4 2 You 


Tothe Reader. 
You may eaſe ty diſcern that 


my Deſign 1s to reconcile Men 
to GOD, and make them fit to 
delight in bim: and that my 
laſs End is to celebrate bs 
Praiſes, in communion: with 
the Angels, Wherein. I beg 
the Concurrence of the Rea- 
der , for we can never praiſe 
him enoiggh; nor be fit enough | 
to praiſe him: No other man 
C at leaſt ) can make w ſo, 
without Our 01 willingneſs, 
and endeavour to doit. _— | 
Above all, pray to be ſenſs- 
ble of the Excellerey of the 
Creation. for upon the due ſenſe | 
of its ExceJency the life of | 


Felicity 


"8 
\ 


To the Reader. 
| Felicity wholly dependeth. 
1 Pray to be ſenſible of the Ex- 
{ cebency of Divine Laws, and 
of all the Goodneſs which your 
1 Soul comprebendeth. Covet a 
{ lively ſenſe of all you know, of 
the Excellency of GOD , and 
1 of Eternal Love; of your own 
q Excellency, and of the worth 
Þ 21d value of all ObjeFs what- 
I ſozver. For to feel is as ne- 


Bceſſary, as to lee their Glory. 
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The Conrencs. | 


FA 


CHA F. 4 
P.- the Epd, for the fake of which, Ker- 
tne #u defied, '.. \. 
Chap. II. 
of the Nature of Felicity 5 its excellency 
and perfection, 
Chap. III, 


Of Vertue in general. The diftribution of it 
into its ſeveral kinds, It: definition. 


Chap. IV, 
of the Powers and Afetions of the Soul: 
What Vertues pertain to the eſtate of In- 
nocency; what 10 the eſtate of Grace ; 
what fo the eſtate of Glory. 


Chap. V. | 

Of the meceſſity, excellency and uſe, of 

Knowledge : Its depths and extents 5 its 
Objects and its End. 

a 4 Chap. 


The Contents, 


_ Chap. VI. 

Of Leve and Hatred. The meceſſuty and 
ſweetneſs of Love, Its general uſe and 
efficacy, The ſ+weral kinds of Love. Of 
the power, inclination and a of Love; 
its extent apd capactty. 


Chap. VII. 
What benefit GOD himſelf does receive by 
his eternal Love: That when our Love 
. ir made compleat and perfe@ , it wiil be 
like hu, and the benefit f it will be 
eternal. 
Chap. VIII. 
Of the exce!lency of Truth, ' as-it is the ob= 
fed and cauſe of Vertue, The matter | 
and form of. Vertuous Alions. That . 
their. farm is. infinitely more excellent 
than their matter and the Heathen 
Morality infinitely defeTive and ſhort Y 
the Chriſtian, 


Chap. ; Þ GY E 
Wiſd mir ſeated in the Will, it attaingth 
beſt of all poſſible Ends by the "oy of all 
pelfibe Mean. 

| Chap. NX. - 
Of Righteonſnrſs, bow Wiſdom, Jaſtice,and 
right Ieaſun are fut up in its Nature. 
| What 


The Contents. 


Whet God doth, and what we acquire, by 
the exertiſe of this Vertue. + 


Of Goodneſs natural, moral, and divine z 
its Nature deſcribed, The benefits and 
Works of Goodneſs. \' 


; d . a Chap. ; XII. | 
Of Holineſs : Its nature violence and plea- 
ſure. Its beamty confiſteth in the infinite 


love of Rightzonſmeſs.and Perfeition. | 


Chap. XII. 
Of Juſtice in general, and particular. The 
great good jt doth in Empires and King- 
| doms'; a token of the more retired pood 
it doth inthe Soul. Jts ſeveral kinds. 
That Gods punitive Juitice ſprings 
. from bis Goodneſs. 


Chap. XIV. 
of Mercy, The indelible ſtain and guilt of 
J 
Sin. Of the Kingdom which God reco- 
wired by Mercy, The tranſcendent nature 
| of that duty; with its effefs and bene- 


fire. 


| | Chap. XV. | 
Of Faith. The faculty of Believing implan- 
TE ted 


The Contents. 


ted inthe Soul. Of Nature its Obje@r 
arr. The neceſſity of F aith : Itrend,s its 
uſe and excellency. It is the Mother and 
fountain of all the Vertne s. 


Chap. XVI. 
of Hope. Its foundation © its diftin&#ion 
from Faith; its extents and dimenſions ; 
its life 14 nigour; its ſeveral kinds ; 
its ſweetneſs and excellency. 


 _ Chap, XVII. | 
Of Repent 1nce Its original, its nature ; 
it is.4 purgi'toe Verine , its neccſſaty > 
#ts excellencier. The meaſure of that ſor- 
row wich is due to Sir is intolerable to 
Sence; confeſſ:d by Reafon,and diſpenſed 
with by Mercy, do 


| Chap. XVIIL _ 

Of Charity towards God, It [anFifieth Re- 
 pentance, makes it a Vertue , and turns 
it t0 apart of our true Felicity.Our Love 

to a'l other objetts is to berin and end 
in God, Our Love of God hath an excel- 
I-ncy in it , that makes it worthy tobe 
deſired by his eternal Majeſty. He is the 
only ſupream and perfe® Friend; by 

L oving we enjoy hine. 


Chap. 


( 
\ 


The Contents. 


Chep. XIX, 

Charity to our Neighbour moſt natural and 
eaſte in the eitate of Innocency « Adams 
Love to Eve, and his Children, a great 
exemplar of our Love to all the World. 
The ſweetneſs of Loving. The benefits of 
being Beloved. To love allthe World,and 
z0 be beloved by all the Wor'd, is perfe# 

ſecurity and felicity. Were the Law ju!- 

filled, all the World would be turned int 
Heaven. 

| Chap, XX. 

Of Prudence, Hs foundation is Charity, its 
end tranquility and profperity on Earth; 
zts office to reconcile Duty and Conve- 

 nience, and to make Vertne ſubſervient 
to Temporal welfare, Of Prudence in 
Religion ; Friendſhip, and Empire. The 
end of Prudence is perfeft Charity, 


Chap. XXT. | 
Enconragements to Courage. Its Natnre, 
can{e,and end, Its greatn:(s and renown, 
Its ornaments ar:d Companions, Its ob- 
. je@s. circumſtances, effetts, and diſad- 
vantages : how Difficulties increaſe its 
vertu?. Its Viftories and Triumphs. How 
fulſervient it is to Bl:ſſedneſs and Glio- 
LEP 
Chap. 


\ 


The Contents. 


Chap. XX11I. 
Of Temperance in matters of Art , as Mu- 
ſick, Dancing, Painting, Cookery, Phyſick, 
&t&. In the work: of Nature; Eating, 
drinking, ſports and recreations : In oc- 
caſions of paſſion, in our lives and Con- 
werſations. Its exerciſe in Self-denzal , 
meaſure, mixture and proportion, Its 
effets and atchieuments, 
Chap. XXIII. | 
Of Temperance in God. How the Modera- 
tion of Almighty Power, guided in his 
Works by Wiſdow, perfe@eth the Creatz. 
on, How it hath raiſed its own Glory and 
our * clicity b-yond all that ſimple Power 
contd effe's þy its Infiniteneſs. 
Of Patience, Its origina/, How God was the 
firſt patient Perſon in the World: - The 
mature, and the glory , and the vleſj-d 
effeas of his etermal Patience. The Rea- 
for: and deſign of all Calamities. Of Pati- 
erce in Martyrdom. The extraordinary 
reward of ordinary Patience in its mean- 
eſt obſcurity. 
Chap. XXV. 
The cauſe of Meekneſs is Love, It reſpe@s 
the future beanty and perfeFion of its 
- objed, 


The Contents. 


obje@. It is the moſt ſupernatural of all 
the Vertues. The reajons and grennas of 
thir Vertue in the eſtate of Grace and 
Miſery Its manifold effefs and excelien: 
lencies. Of the Meekneſs of Mcles and 
Joſeph. 

Chap. XXVI. 

Humility i: the baſs: of all Vertue and Feli- 
city, in all eſtates, and for ever to be ex- 
erciſed, As Pride does alienate the Soul 
from God, Humility unites it t0 him in 
adoration and amity, It maketh infinite 
Bleſjedneſs infinitely greater, is apreeable 
to the truth of cur condition , and leads 
us through a dark and myſterious way to 
Glory. ES! | 


Chap. XXVII. 

That Contentment is a Vertue. Its canſes, 
and its ends : Its Impediments, Fffeds, 
and Advantages, The way to atiaan and 
ſecure Contentment, 


Chap. XXVILII. 

Of Magmanimity, or greatneſs of Soul, Its 
nature. Its foundation in the vaſt Capa- 
city of the Underſtanding. Its deſire. Its 
objcGs are irfinite and eternal, Its en- 
quiries are moſt profound and earneſt, It 
diſdaineth all feeble Honours, Plea, ures 


AVC 


The Contents. 


and Treaſures. A Magnanimous Man is | 
the only Great and undaunted Creature. | 


Chap, XXIX. | 
Of Modeſty. Its nature. Its original, Is | 
effects and conſequences. 


Chap. XXX. 


The excellent nature of Liberality, Rules | 
to beobſerved in the prattice of it. Re-- | 
gard to our Servants, Relations, Friend: | 
and Neighbours muſt be had in our Libe: | 
rality, as well as to the Poor and Need), | 
How our external a&s of Charity ought | 
fo be ireproved for the benefit of mens | 
Souls, Liberality zraketh Religion real | 
and ſubſtantial. 


_ Chap. XXXI 


Of Magnificence in God. Tts reſemblance in 
Man, The chief Magmnificence of the Soul 
zs Spiritual Tt 3s perfetbly expreſſed in the 
outward life, when. the whole is made 
 perfed,and preſextedto God. God gives 
all bis Life to us : and we ſhon!d eive 
ours all to him. How fair and glorious 

it may be. | | 


Chap. 


gd! 


The Contents. 


Chap. XXXI1I. 

of Gratitude. It feeds Hpor Benefits, and 
is in height and fervour anſwerable to 
their Greatneſs. The Queſtion ſtated, Whe- 
ther we are able to /ove GOD more than 
our ſelves. 1t is impoſſible to be grateful 
t0 GOD without it. A hint of 1he glori- 
ous Conſequences of [0 doing. 


| _ _ Chap. XXXUL 

BY The Beauty of Gratatude, Its principal Caw- 

I "es; Amity and Communion arethe great 

1 eff ih of its Nature. The tre ChanuBer 

| F _ - of a grateful Perſon:Gods incommwunice- 

8 ble Attributes enjoyed by Gratitude. All 

| BY © Angels and Men are a grateful Perſons 
Treaſure, 4s-they. aſſyſt bims.im Pragſas, He 
ſacrifices all Worlds to the Deity, and ſu> 
preamly delighteth to ſee him ſutting in 
the Throne of Glory. 


Of Emmity and Triumph : Of Schiſm and 
Hereſie , Fidelity, Devotion, Godlineſs. 
Wherein is declared, how Gratitude and 
Felicity injpire and perfe@all theVertuer. 


= Q = Ts, DD wu iS 


To 


To the Reader. w 


The Author's much lamemed Death | 
bapning immediately after this Copy | 
came tothe Preſs, may reaſonably mow. | 
the Readers charity, to pardon thoſe few | 

 EKrrata's which have eſcaped in. the 

Printing by fo ſad an occaſion, '*© | 


_ CHRISTIAN 
ETHICKS 


OR : 

DiVINE M OKALITIE, 
| Opening | 

hy JUay to Bleſſednels 


By , 
j The rules of Virtue and Reaſon; 


yo—_ 2 2 obey 


CHAP, I. 


Of the End, for the ſake of which, Vir- 
the 15 defired. 


TD IS \ Kwik — 


T is the Prerogative of Humane 
Nature tb underſtand it fcIf, and 
ouide its. Operations to a Known 
End: which he doth wholly for- 
feit, that lives at random, with - 

out conſidering what is worthy of his 

Endeavors, or fit for his Deljres. 

THE End i is that which crowns the, 
© YWork ; that which inſpires the Soul with. 
WDcſire, tad Defire with a quick and _ 

Fous Induſtry. It is laſt attained, but 
: B iatended 
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intended in every Operation. All Mean 


| which canbe uſed in the Acquiſiton of tt, } 


derive their value from its Excellen- | 
cy, and weare encouraged to uſe them : 
only on the Account of that End which | 
1s attained by them. 
I T is the Office of Aorality to teach | 
Men the Nature of Virtxe, and to encous- 7 
rage them in the Pradice of it, by ex. | 
plaining its uſe and Efficacy. | 
_ THE Excellence of Virtne,is the Ne | 
ceſiity and Efficacy thereof in the Way to | 
Felicity, It confiſteth in this, Virtue is | 
the only Means, by which Happineſs can } 
be obtained. oo ; 
SINCE the Conſideration of the End : 

is that alone, which does animate a | 
Man, to the uſe of the Means, they that | 
treat of Virtne do worthily propoſe the j 
End in the beginning, and firft ſhew the 
Excellency of Bliſs before they open 
the Nature of Virtue. For it is a vain 
thing to diſcover the Means, unleſs the 
End be deſired by thofe to whom the Na 
ture and uſe of them, in their tendency to 
that End,is taught and commended; for if 
the End be defoiſed all endeavors ate 
but fruitleſs, which inſtru@& us in the 
Means 3 and the Knowledge of them} 
| yall ! 


| of Uirtue, 
vain, if they never be uled or improyed- 

 T HAT Reaſon, whereby Man is able 
to Contemplate his End, is a fingular Ad- 
vantage, whercin he 1s priviledged above 
a Beaſt, It enables him not only to ex- 
_ | amine the Nature and perfection of his 
1 & End, but the Equity and fitneſs of the 
* F Means in Order thereuntoand the ſingu- 
* F lar Excellency of his firſ{tCauſe ,as itsGlo- 

J ry and Goodnels appearcth in the Deſign 
* F and Contrivance : Eſpecially in making 
2 JF mans Happineſs ſo compleat and perfect. 
38 THE Heathens, who invented the 
7 Y name of Ezhicks , were very ſhort in the 
g Knowledge of Mans End : But they are 
g worſe thenfHeathens, thatnever conliderit, 
THE more Excellent the End is, the 
J wore prone by nature we are to purſue it, 
and all the Means conducive thereunto 
are.the more Deſirable. 

REASON, which is the formal Eſ- 
ence of the Soul of Man, guides Him to 
delire thoſe Things, which are abſolutely 

upreme. For it ts an Eternal Property 
In Reaſon to prefer the Better, above the 
vVorſe- He that prefers the worſe above 
*E Better aCts againſt Nature , and 
NFrvs from the Rule of Right Reaſon. 
wHATEVER Varieties of Opj- 
$., . B 2 . / mon 
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-nich there are concerning Happineſs, 
all conclnde and agree in this, that Mans 
Jaſt End is his perfe& Happineſs: And the 
more Excellent his Happineſs 1s,the more 
ought his Soul to be enftlamed with the 
Deſire of it, and inſpired with the grea- 
ter Induliry. TE cb yo | 

" THE more perfect his Bliſs is, 
'the preater is/the Crime of deſpiting | 
jt, To purſue an infinite and Eternal 
Happineſs 13 Divine and Amgelical ; to 
-purſue a'Terrene and Senſual Felicity, is | 
F#utiſh: but to place Felicity in Anger | 
-and Envy is Þijabolital 7 the pleafures of } 
: Malice being Bitter and Deſtructive. - - | 

T O hve by' Accident, and never to; 
purſue any Felicity at all, is'neither An} 
-gclical, nor Brutiſh, nor Diabolical : but! 
'Worſe then- any Thing. 1n ſome reſpet}i 
in the World --It isto att againſt ou 
own Principles,and to wage war without 
very Selves. They that place their Eak 
in ſacha Careleſsneſs, are of all others, 
the greatelt Enemies and Diſturbers © 
-themſclves, | 
t F is Madneſsand folly to purſueth 

firſt object that*preſents it ſeJf , und?; 
- Notion - of felicity : And it is,C7, 
0 content ones felf in the Enj-7/ 
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of 2 mean eſtate,” upon a ſuſpicion: 
there' js no true happineſs , becauſe 


the nature' thereof is ſo much doubred 
in the World. The Diſputations concer- 
ning its nature argue its exiſtance, And 
we mult ceaſe to be Men, before we can 
extinguiſh the defire:- of being Hap- 
py. Heonly is truely Generous, that 
aſpires tothe moſt perfect Blefledneſs of 
which God and Natare have made him 
Capable, | | 
Þ Y how much Greater the Uncertain- 
ty is, by ſo much the more Heedful 
ought we to be, left we ſhould be ſedu- 
ced aid deceived, in the Choice of 
Happirieſs : For the Danger 1s the Grea- 
ter, And by how much the more Eager 
Mcn are jn their Diſputations, concern- 
ing it, by ſa much the more weighty 15 
the Nature of the Theme to be preſum+ 
ed. | (430 
HASTINESS incatching at an un- 
examined Felicity, is the great Occalion 
of all the Errorabout it, among the V ul- 
gar :who are led, hke Beaſts, by their 
Serſe-and Appetite, without diſcerning 
or improving any other faculty, The 
lip of the Cup is annvinted with Hony, 
which, as ſoon as they taſte, they drink 
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t up, tho the liquor be nothing but Gall 
and Poyſon. Being deluded with a ſhew, 
inſtead of Pleaſure, they ruſh hand over 
head on their own Deſtru@ion. | 
IT isas natural to Man to defire hap- 
pineſs, asto live and breath ; Sence and 
Inſtinct carry him'to Happyneſs, as well 
as Reaſon : onely Reaſox ſhould rectifie 
and dire his Inſtin@, inform his Sexce, 
and compleat his Eferce , by inducing 
thoſe perfeCctions of which 1t 1s capable, 
' THINGS Good in themſelves,when | 
they ſtand in Competition wich thoſe {| 
that arcbetter., have the notion of Evil: ? 
Better Things are Evil , it compared 
with the Beſt 5 eſpecially where the } 
Choice of the one hinders the Acquiſt- ? 
t10n of the other. For where Good, # 
Better, and Beſt, are ſubſcryicnt toeach Y 
other, the one is the better for the 0- 
thers ſake ; but where they interfere, } 
ard oppoſe each other, the Good are |} 
bad in compariſon of the Better, and the } 
Better worſe than the Peſt of all. T his ! 
1s the Cauſe why -Reaſon: cannot ac- | 
quicſce in any Felicity leſs than the Su- ? 
- Preme : which muſt needs be infinite, bes 3 
cauſe Almighty Power, which made {| 
Reaſon active.is i]]imited 1n its Operati- * 
ONS 1 
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ons; and never reſts, but in the produ- 
fion of aGlorious AQ, that is infinite 
in PerfeCtion. 

I F Felicity be infinite, the Lofs is as 
great, that attends our Miſcarriage, and 
the miſery intolerable, that follows our 
Loſs. For ( our eyes being open_) a 
Loſs that is incomprehenſible muſt needs 
produce a Greif unmeaſurable, an Anz 
guilh as infinite as our Damage. 

ALL inferiour felicities are but Mi- 


ſeries compared with the Higheſt. A far- | 


thing is good and pleaſeth a Beggar in 
time of diſtreſs : but a pieceof Gold 1s 
Better. An Eſtate of a thouſand pounds 
a year 1s better than a Piece of Gold 
but our Ambition carries us to Principa- 
lities and Empires An Empire 1s more 
deſirable than a Province ; and the Wi- 
der, the Richer, the Better it is, the more 
Deltrable.But the Empire of all theEarth 
is a Bubble compared to the Heavens : 
And theHeavens themſclves lefs than no= 
thing to an infinite Dominion. 
| PERFECT Felicity is not Domi- 
nion, nor Pleaſure , nor Riches alone, 
nor Learning, nor Virtue, nor Honour + 
but all in Perfection. * Zt requires that 
cyery voul ſhould be capable of infinite 
4. Do- 


Df the Tnd 
Dominion, Pleafure,Learning,andHonor 
for the tull and perfe@ attainment of it. 

IF all thefe be infinite and Eter- 
nal in that Felicity which is prepa- 
red for Man, thoſe Attions are of 
incſtimable Value, by Virtue of which 
his Felicity 1s gained ; and it becomes 
his Wiſdom and Courage to ſuffer ma- 
ny Things for 'fſo nohle an End : E- 
ſpecially if 1n this Life it may in any 
meaſure be thereby acquired and en- 
joyed. 
THE Great Reaſonwhy GOD has 
concealed Felicity from the Knowledge 
of man, 1s the enhancernent of its nature 
and value - but that which moſt con- 
ccals it, is the Corruption of Nature. 
For as we have corrupted, fo have we 
blivdaed our felyes. Yct are we led by 
Inſtinct eagerly to thixlt after things un- 
known remote and forbidden. The truth 
is, our Palatcs are vitiated and our D1- 
oc{tion ſo Corrupted , that till our Na- 
ture be purified by a little Induſiry, to 
make fclicity Known, is but to.Expoſe it 
to Contempt and Cenſure. It is too Great 
and Fure for perverted Nature. 

1HE Concealment of an objed 
whets our Appetite, and puts an Edge | 
upon 
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- upon” our endeavours, and this carries 
ſome thitg of Myttery init ; For where- 
as the Maxime 1s 1gnoti zulle Curnido, All 
Love comes in at the Eye, we aftect an Ob- 
jet to which we are Blind, and the more 
Blind we are, the more reſtleſs. We 
are touched with an unknown Beanty 
Which we never {aw, and inthe midſt of 
our Ignorance are aCtuated with a Ten- 
devcy., which does not abate the value of 
our Virtues, but put Lite aod Energy in- 
to our Actions. 
THO Felicity cannot, perfeatly be 
underſtood , becauſe it 1s incompre- 
henſlible to Men on Earth, yet fo much 
of it may be diſcerned, as will ſcrve to 
mect our Inſtina, and feed our Capaci- 
ty, animate our Endeavour, encourage 
our Expectation ( to hope for more 
then we enjoy ) enable us. to ſubdue 
our Luſts, ſupport us in temptations, and 
a{{11} us in overcoming all obltacles what- 
loever. 

INFINITE Honors and Pleaſures, were 
there no more in Felicity, are cuough 0 
allure us:but the fruition of all in the Beſt 
of Manners, in Communion with God, 
being full of Lite; and Beauty, and Fer. 
fection in himſclf, aud having the certain 

' aljurance 


Ok theEnd 
Aſſurance thatall ſhall be included in his 

Bliſs, that can be thought on; it is a | 
Thing ſo Divine, that the very Hope of | 
it fills us with Comfort here, and the At- 
tainment with perfect Satisfaction here. | 
after, = 7 
HE that can evjoy all Things in the | 
Image ofGOD.needs not covet their fruj. | 
tion in a Baſer Manner: Man was made 'in ! 
GODS Image, that he might live in his « 
bids. — 

I am not ſo Stoical,as to make all Feli- 
city confiſt in a meer Apathy, or freedom | 
from Paſſion, nor yet ſo Diſlolute, as to 
give the Paſſions all their Liberty. Nei- | 
ther do I perſwade you to renounce the | 
Advantages of Wealth and Honor, any {| 
more then thoſe of Beauty and Wit : for 
as a Man may beHappy without all theſe, 
ſo may he make aHappy uſe of them when 
he has them, He may be happy with Dith- 
culty without them, but Eaſily with them. 
If not in Heaven, yet certainly on Earth, 
the Soods of fortune concur to the Com- 
pleating of Temporal Felicity, and there- 
fore where they are freely given,arc not 
to be deſpiſed. | | | 
' THAT whichTIdeſiretoteach a man } 
15, How ta'makeaGood uſe of all the Ad- 

| WE — vantages | 
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vantages of his Birth and Breeding 3 
How in the Increaſe of Riches and Ho- 
nors, to be RBappyin their Enjoyment: 
How to ſecure himſelf in the temptations 
of Aﬀiuence. and to make a man glorious 
in himſelf, and delightful to others in 
Abundance : Or elfe if Aﬀiction ſhould 
ariſe, and the State of Afﬀairs change, 
how to triumph over adverſe Fortune, 
and to be Happy notwithſtanding his Ca- 
Iamities. How to govern himſc't inall 
Eſtates fo as to turn them to his own ad- 
vantage, | 

FOR tho felicitie be not abſolntely 
perfect in this World, nor ſocompleat 
1n Poverty, as In a great and plentiful 
Eſtatez you are not to believe that wealth 
is abſolutely neceſlary ; becauſe fome- 
times it 1s requifite to forfeit all to: 
the ſake of Felicity, Nothing is abſo]1itc'y 
neceſſary to Bliſs, but Grace and ver- 
tue, tho to perfe@ Blifs, Eaſe and Ho- 
raur be abſolutely necetlary. 

THERE are many degrees of Blc1- 
ſedneſs beneath the moſt Supream , that 
are trapſcendently Sweet and delighttu! : 
And it ſometimes happens, that whar 1s 
molt bitter to Fexce, 15 pleaſant ro 
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Of the Nature Felicity, 
RATHER then make Shipwrack of 
a good Conſcience, we mult do as Ma. 
rinets in a ſtorm , caſt our riches over 
boatd for our owz Preſervation. It is 
better loling them, ithen ozr ſelves. 

VERTUE is Deſirable and Glor;. 
ous, becaule it teacherh us through many 
Difficulties in this Tempeſtuous World 
to Sail Smoothly ,- and attain the Ha. 
Ven. ©: 5N h ; ES 
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Of the Nature of Felicity, its Exs 
- cellence aud Perfe@ion, 


Ef H E Perjpateticks, ſo far forth as 
they contemplated the Nature 
and Eftate of man iz this World, were 
Wiſe, in defining the Goods of the Bo- 
dy, Soul and Fortune fo cancur to Mans 
perfect Happineſs. For Pifticulties and 
Conflits are not Eſſential to the Na- 
ture of Bliſs, nor confiſtent With the frut- 
tion of its fulneſs and Perfection. 
THERE 1 the Way, and the jours 
-neyes end. | Fg Ne 
IN the Way to Felicity many things 
; : are 
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are to be endured, that are not tq be 
defired. And therefore is 'it neceffary, 
to make a Diſtinction betweert the way 
to Felicity, andthe Reſt which we attain' 
inthe end of our Journey. mg 
T'HE Goods of the Soul. are abſo- 
lutely neceſlary in theWay to Happineſs; 
the Goods of the: Body are very conve- 
nient, and thoſe of-Fortune Commodi- 
ous enough, Butthe latter of theſe are 
not with too much eagerneſs to be pur- 
ſued. : | =, 
T HE Goods of the foul are wiſdom, 
Knowledg , "Courage, all the Virtues, 
all the Paffions, Aﬀections, Powers and 
facnities, - And theſe you know are ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary. ' * * 
THE Goods of the Body are Health, 
Agility, Beauty, Vivacity, Strength and' 
Libertie' : and theſe ſhall in Heaven it' 
le}f, together with thoſe of the Son), 
Ie enjoyed. By which you may' dil- 
” cern thatthe Goods of the Body are real 
Parts and Ingredients of Happineſs. . 
. THE Goods' of Fortune (are food 
and Rayment, Houſes and Lands, Rich-. 
es, Honours', Relations and Friends , 
with a!l thoſe convenient Circumſtances 
without the Body , that are ſubject to 
6 chance, 
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chance. By which vertue is aſſiſted, ao 
of which. anoble uſe may be made. 

Works of Juſtice, Hoſpitality , — ng 
eclic an Cha: ity, which may redound to 
our greater Fclicity here and in heaven. 

T HE more Honor and pleaſyre we 
enjoy, the Greater 24 more PerfeCt- is 
our preſent Happineſs - Tho many rimes 
inthe Way to Felicity, we are forced to 
quit all theſe, for the Preſervation 
of our Innocence. 

GALLANT Bchavior in fighting all 
Tranſitory things for the reion of 
ourV irtue,is more conducive to our fu» 
ture Perfefion, then the greateſt eaſe 
imaginable in our preſent condition. 

I T is incumbent upon us, as a ſpe- 
_ cial part of our Care, to take heed, 
that we be not enſnared by the ealinefs 
of Proſperity, and that we do not - 
up our Reſt | in the Wap to Happine 
nor deccive our ſelves in thinking the 
Goods of Fortune Ellential : cor i 
rage our ſelves, by thinking it impoſ- 
fiable -to be Aappy without them. 
Our thoughts andAfieCtions muſt be al. 
ways diſentangled , that we may run, 
with Alacritie the Race ſct before us, 
and cloſe with the Sublimeft Perfetion 
of 


it $ Excejlency and Perfection, 
of Bliſs, 'as our only portion and De- 
we. | 
FELICITY is rightly defined, to 
be the Perfe@ fruition of a Perfed Soul, 
aFing in perfe® Life by Perfe@ Virtue. 
For the Attainment of: which Ferfection, 
we muſt, in the Way to Felicity, endure 
all Afﬀictions that can befal] us. For 
tho they are not Parts of F clicity them- 
ſelves, yet we may acknowledge them 
great Advantages for the Exerciſe of 
Virtue, and reckon our Calamities among 
our Joys, when we bear and overcome 
them in a virtnous Manner, becauſe they 
add to our Hozor, and contribute much 
to ourPerteCtion,both here, andhereafter. 

FOR this purpofe we are to.remem- 
ber, that our prefent Eſtate 1s not that of 
Reward , but Labonr- It is an Eſtate of 
Frial , not of Fruition - A Condition 
wherein we are to Toy], and Sweat, and 
travail hard, for the promiſed Wages; 
an Appointed Seed Time, for a future 
Harveſt ; a real Warfare, in order to a 
Glorious Viftory - In which we mult 
expett ſome Blows, and delight in the 
Hazzards and Encounters we meet with, 
becauſe they will be crowned with a 
Glorious and joyful Triumph and at- 
tended 
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tended” with ornaments and trophies fat 
ſurpafling the bare Tranquillity of idle 
peace,  - 

WHEN we can cheerfully look on an 
Army of Misfortunes,without Amazement 
we may then freely and Delighttully con. 


template theNatiire ofcheHigheſtFeljcity, | 
ARISTOTLE never heard of our 
Aſcenſion into Heaven , nor of ſitting | 


down in the Throne of G OD, Fetby 


a lucky Hit (if I may fofay ) fell m point 


blanck upon the Nature of Blefledneſs. 
For a perfet fruition by perfect virtue, is 
all thar can be thought of It implics 
our Objedive, and our format Happ1- 
—_ : - 
OBJECTIVE Happineſs is all the Good- 
neſs rhdt ts fit to be enjoyed either in 
C OD or in his Creatures + while For- 
mal Happineſs is ant aftive Enjoyment of 
all Cbjeas by Contemplation and Love, 
attended with full Complacen cy in all 
their Perfeftions., © © 

PERFECT Fruition implies thePer- 
fection of all its Objects, Among which 
G OD himſelf is one, Angels and Saints 
are next, the Worldalſo with all the va- 
riety of Creatures in it, the Liws of 


GOD, and his wayes inall Ages, his Eter- | | 


nal 
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nal Counſels and Divine Attributes 
are other Objeds of our Content and 
Pleaſure. Unleſs all theſe be perfect in 
their Nature, Variety, Number, Extent, 
Relation, Uſe and Value,our fruition can- 
not be ſimply perfect, becauſe a Greater 
and more perfcCt fruition might,vpon the 
production of better Objects, be con- 
Ftrived, and no fruition can be trujy 
Fpcrfcct, that is not converſant about the 
F:ighcſt things. The more Beautiful the 
JObjcct is, the more pleaſant is the enjoy 
Wncat. Fut. where Delight may be in- 
realed, the Fruition 1s 1mpertcct. 
ArerfeF Soul 1s a Tranſcendent Mylitcry., 
\s G CD could not be Perfect, were it 
oflible there could be any Better Eflence 
1en he; ſo neither would the Sou] be per. 
 _ d any more Perfect Soul be crea- 
C 
I T is a Soul in which no Defect, or 
Icmiſh can be diſcerned; perfcct in the 
aricty and Number of its Powers, in 
ie fitneſs and Meaſure of every power, 
the uſe and yalue of every Endow- 
evt. A perfect Soul is that whereunto 
' Fothing can be, added to pleaſe our De- 
- <5 all its Objects are perfect, fo 
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itſelE Tt is able to ſte all thar is to 
: ſeen, to love a:l that 1s Lovely, tv 
\Þ hate 
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hate all that is Hateful, to deſire all that 
1s Deſirable; to honour all that is Ho. 
norable, toeſtcem all that can be valued, 
to delight in all that is Delightful, and to 
enjoy all that is Good and fit to be enjoy- 
«d, If its Powerdid fall ſhort of any one} 
Objcct, orof any one Perfection in any} 
Objcct, or of any Degree in any Per-} 
tection, it would be imperfeCt', 1t would 
not be the Maſter piece of Eternal Power, ! 
PERFECT life 1s the full exertion? 
of perfect power, It implies two things, 
Perfection of Vigour, and perfection of 
intelligence, an aftivity of life , reach-1 
ing through all Immenſity , to all Ob: 
jects whatſoever ; and a freedome from] 
all Dulneſs in apprehending - An exqui/} 
lite Tenderncſs of perception in feeling} 
the leatt Object, and a Sphere of a@ivil 
that runs parallel with the Omnipreſenct 
of the: Godhead, For if any Soul live 
fo imperfectly, as to ſee and know bit 
ſome Objetts, or to love them remillz 
and leſs then they deſerve, its Life 15103 
perfect, becauſe either it 1s remifle, 0 
 1fnever fo fervent, confined. 
PERFECT Fruition, ( as it implia 
the Perfection of all objects) more nea 
ly imports the intrinſick Perfe&ion 0 
ts own Operations. For if its Objel 
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be never ſo many, and perfect in them- 
ſelves, a Blemiſh lies upon the Enjoy- 
ment, if it does not reach unto all their 
Excellence. If the Enjoyment of one Ob- 
ject be loſt, or one Degree of the en;oy- 
ment abated, itis imperfect. 

PERFECT Vertue may beſt be un- 


derſtood by a conſideration of its Parti-' 


culars. Perfect Knowledeg is a thorow 


4 compleat underſtanding of all that may 


JF be Known. Perfe&t Righteouſneſs 13 a 
J full and adequate Eſteem of all the ya- 
lue that is in Things, It Is a Kind of 
Spiritual Juſtice, whereby we do Right 
to qur ſelves, and to all other Beings. 
If we render to any. Object leſs than 1t 
delerves, we are not Juſt thereunto, Per- 
fect Wiſdome 1s that whereby we chuſc 
a moſt perfe&t end, analy purtue it by 
moſt perfect Means, acquire and enjoy 
It in moſt perfe& manner - If we pitch 
upon an inferiour end, our Wiſdom 13 
Imperfect ; and ſo it is, if we purſue it 
by feeble and inferior Means, or neglcC 
any one of thoſe Advantages, whereby 
we may Attain it. And the ſame may 
be ſaid of all the Vertues. 


NOW if all Objeds be infinitely 


Glorious, and all Worlds fit to be en- 
C 2 joyed 
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Of the Nature of Fellcity. 
joved, if GOD has filled Heaven and 
carth, "and all the 9paces above the Heaz 
vens with innumerable pleaſures, if his | 
Infinite Wiſdome, Goodneſs, and Power | 
be fully Glorihed in every Bcing, and 
Tine. _—_ » created to enjoy all theſe 
1 mo{t perfect Mannerz we may well | 
clude with the Holy Apoltle , that | 
we are the children of GOD, ind fl 
Children, then Heirs, Feirs of GOD, 
and joynt heirs with chriſt, rf ſo be that | 
Th : ſuf ”r with hint, that we may alſo bs | 
glorified together. That ony light AffiiGi- | [ 
er, that is but for a Moment, worketh out 
for us, afur more exceeding ana eter. | 
ral It cieht of Glory: T, : That beholding asin. 
«Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, we fhal | 
[ait be transformed into the ſame Image | 
fom Glory to Glory, even as by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord, For all lis Works, of 
which the Fſaimiſt ſaith , They are wor- 
thy to be had in brave: and are 
ſought ont of all them that have pleaſure 
therein, are ike a Mirror, wherein his | 
Glory apreareth, as the face of the Sun 
d. th in aclearfonntain. We mayconclude 
further thatVertue, by force of which we 
attain ſo great a Kingdome, is infinitely 


better then Rubies, all the Things tbou 
cank | 


its Excellency and Perfection 


» Y we may take Courage to go on, not on” 
1M in the ſtudy, bur the Practice of all 
\ Mind of Vertues, concerning witch we 
{ 


as the Apolltle Peter telleth us, He hat!) 
Reiven to ws all thizgs that pertain to Tife 
F::4 Godlrnefs, through the Knowl. dye of 
$/ that hath called us to Glory FRE 
Wc: whereby aregtv'n unto us ord as, 
Fercat and precious Tromijes 5 tht by 
keſe you might be Partakers of vhe Ds 
Wine Nature, having cſcaped the Corrupt. 
Wi that is in the IVorld tLrongh 11. 


nce, adde to your F. nith wertue: ard to 
ertwe, knowledge: 5 and to khnowle "Ge, LE 2 - 
'CFrances and to FemMperance, Pp 4 itiene, ard 
o patience godlineſs ; and to | Goalineſs 


rot herly kindzeſs 3 and to br atherly { gi d 


1 


Mliniſtred to you abundeartly into i 
verlaſting Kingdome of our Ford and & a- 
Our feſus Chriſt,” Wanch Kingdo m1 Þ:. 
vg ſo Divine and Glorious as 1t is, we 
ly aye nced to bow our Knees. totfeG OD 
nd father of our Tord Jejus C:rift, of 
> 07 the whole Fami! 'y in Heaven and 
þ C 3 "Eats 


oO deſire, are not to be compare t 
: So that with unſpeakable com{ſort 


are tn treat in th ecnſuing Pages. For 


Ind beſtdes this, 1 {faith ne. 87015 4 all Gt i Ws 


eſs Charilp. For jo an Fiitrance ſhall For 


"on 


and Glory, to be transformed into his 


its Excellency and Perkection, 
Earth is named, that he would grant 
us according to the Riches of his Glory, 
to be ſtrengthened with might, by his Spirit 
in the inward Man, that Chriſt may dwell 
in our Hearts by Faith, that we being root- | 
ed and grounded in Love, may be able to 
comprehend with all Saints, what is the | 
Breadth,andLeneth,andDepth,and Height, | 
and to know the tove of Chriſt which paſjcth | 
Knowlede, that we may be filled with all } 
the fulneſs of GO D. q 
T O be Partaker of the Divine vature, / 
to be filled with all the Fulncſs of 2 
GOD, to enter int6 his Kingdom | 


Image, and made an Heir of GOD, Þ} 
and ajoynt Heir with Chriſt, to liven} 
Union and Communion with G OD,f 
and to be made a,l emple of the Holy} 
Ghoſt ; theſe are Divine and tranſcen- 
dent things that accompany our Souls 
in the Perfection of their Bliſs and Hap- 
pineſs: the Hope and Belief of all which 
1s juſtified, and made apparent by the 
explanation of the very nature of the 
Soul, its Inclinations and Capacities, the] 
reality,and greatneſs of thoſe Vertues ot 
which weare capable,and all thoſe objects 
which the: Univers atiordeth to our Cor 


tempation . CH A P 
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Off Vertue in General. Tho Diſtributi- 
on of it intoits ſeveral Kinds, its D:fi 


Efore we come to treat of particular 
Pertues, itis very fit that we ſpear. 
ſomething of YVERTUE in Gene- 
ral. | 
VE RTU E1sa comprehenſive Word, 
by explaining which we ſhall make the 
way more caly to the right Undcritand- 
ing of all thoſe particular Vertues, into 
which 1t 1s divided. Foraſlmuch as the 
Nature of Vertye enters into knowledge, 
Faith, Hope, Charity, Prudence, Cou- 
rage, Meekneſs, Humility, I emperancec, 
Juſtice , Liberality, &*c. Every one of 
theſe hath its eſ/erce opencd 1n part, by 


_ the explication of that which cntrcih 
"1ts Nature, which is FFAK1TUEin Ge- 


neral, | | 

THE Predicament of 9ality contains 
within it eitherNatural Diſpoſit:ozs or Ha- 
bits : Habits may be either Vertuons or 
Fictons, Virtuous Habits are either 
C 4 The: 
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Ok Uirtune. 
Theological, Intelleflual, Moral, or Divine 
And thcſe' are branched into ſo many 
Kines of Vertne, as followeth. 

1 HE Theological Verines are generally 
divided into 3 kree, Faith, Hope, ard 
Gharity : which are called Theological, bi = 
cauie they have G Ob for their Frinci- 
pai Object, and are, in a peculiar man- 
ner,taught by hisWord among the Myſte- 
cs of Religion. To which we may 
eUd Repentance;, foraimuch as this Vir- 
tuc, tho it be occaſioned by lin, 1s chict;y 
taught by the Word of GOD, and rc- 
ſpctts'G OD as its Principal Object. 
For which reaſon we ſball account the 
1heological Virtrecs to: be four, Faith, 
Hope,Charity ard Repentance,to which; 
it we makeag them more, we may add 
Obedience, Levotion, Godl.nels, 

THE 7nelledual Vertues are gene- 
rally reckoned to be five, Intelligence, 
IWiſdome, Science. Prudence, Art. Which; 
foraſmuch as theDiſtinCtion between them 
js over-nice and curjous ( at leaſt too 
obſcure for vulgar Apprehenfions ) we 
ſhall reduce them pethaps to a fewer 
number. | | | 
_ INTELLIGENCE is the Knowledg 
of P1inciples? Sczence the Knowleeg of 

TO (.5n . 


in General, 
Concluſions.7ſdom.that knowledg,which 
reſults from the Union of both ?rxdence 
and Art, have been more darkly explained. 
The Objects of W iſdom are alway cs Sta- 
ble; Prudence is that knowledge, by 
which we gnide our feclves in 1 horny 
and wxcertain Aﬀairs; Art is that Habit, 
by which we are affiſted in compoling 
Tracts and Sy{tems, rather then 1n regula- 
ting Our Lives, and more frequently ap- 
pears in Fiddling and Dancing, then in 
noble Deeds : were It not uſeful in Teach- 
crs for the Inſtruction of others, we 
ſhould ſcarce reckon it in the number of 
Vertues, 
ALL thefeare called TzteileF7nal Ver- 
tues, becauſe they ate Seated in the Un- 
derſtanding , and chiefly exerciſed 1 
Co nemplation, The Vertues that are 
brought down into action, are called 
Frafical, and at gther times Aoral, Be- qanes 
cauſe they help us in perfefting OUT are call:d 
Manners,as they relate to our Converfati- We 
on with Men. | 1 ngliſh 
THE Afcral Vertnes are either Prin- g's: 5a 
s derived. 
cipal, or leſs ?Principal. The ?riz-' 
cipal are tour : Prudence, Juſtice, Tem- 
perance, and Fortitude, Which, be- 
cauſe they are the Hinges upon w hich 
our 
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our Whole Lives do turn, are called 
* Cardinal, and are commonly known 
by the name of The four Cardinal Ver- | 
tues, They are called Principal, not | 
onely becauſe they are the chief of all | 
Moral Virtues, but becauſe: they enter * 
into every Yertue , as the four Elements 
of which it is compounded. 7 
T HE leſs Principal Vertues are Magnifi- | 
cence and Liberality, Modeſty and Magna- || 
nimity, Gentleneſs of behaviour, Affability, | 
Conrteſie, Truth and Urbanitie, all theſe |! 
are called leſs Principal, not becauſe * 
they are indifferent, or may be account- | 
ed uſeleſs, for then they would not be * 
Vertues - but becauſe, tho their Practice j# 
be of extraordinary Importance in their | 
places, they are more remote, and leſs | 
Avail in the Way to Felicity, and are {| 
more confined in theff Operations. 
DIYINE Vertues ( which we put 1n- 
ſtead of the Heatheniſh Heroical, ) aſe 
juch as have not only G OD for their 
Object and End, but their Pattern and 
Example- They are Vertnes which are 
ſeen 1n his eternal Life, by Practicing 
which we alſo are changed into the ſame | 
Image, and are made partakers of the Di- 
= «yo y- -»ledee __ 4 


in General, 
Truth, in the Sublimeſt Height we con- 
fels to be Three + bat we ſhall Chiefly 
infiſt upon Goodneſs, and Righteonſneſs, 
and Helineſs, All which will appearin 
Divine Love, in more peculiar manner 
to be handled. | 

BESIDES all theſe, there are ſome 
Vertues, which may more properly be 
called Chriſtian : becauſe they are no 
where Elſe taught but in the Chriſtian 
Religion, are founded on the Love of 
Chrift , and the only Vertues diftin- 
guiſhing a Chriſtzan from the reſt of the 


World, of which fort are Love to Ene- 


mies, Meekneſs and Humility. 

ALL-'theſe Virtues are ſhut up un- 
der one common Head, becauſe they 
meet in one common Nature ; which 
bears the. name of YVertxe. The Eſſence 
of which being , we!] underſtood will 
conduce much to the clcar Knowledge 
of every one in particular. 


-VERTVUE(in General) is that habit of 


Soul by force of which we attain our Happi- 
zcſs.Or it you pleaſc,zt is a Right and well 


order dHabit of mind,whichFacilitates the 
Soul in all its operations,in order to its Bleſ- 


ſedneſs. Theſe Terms are to be unfoldcd. 


1-VEARTUE is a Habit ; All Hobits 
are 


Oo 
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Of Uirtus 
areeither Acquired, or Infuſed. By call- 
Ing it a Habit, we diſtinguiſh it from 7 
Natural Diſpoſition, or Power of the Sou]. 
For a Natural diſpsſition is an inbred 
Inclination, which” attended our Birth, 
and began with our beings : net 
choſen by our Wil's, nor acquired by 
Induſtrie, Theſe Diſpoſitions, be- 
cauſe they do not flow from our Choiſc 
and induſtry , cannot be accounted 
Virtues. Tis true indeed that vertuous 
Habits are ſometimes infuſed in a Mi- 
raculous Manner, but then they are r4- 
ther called Graces then Yertnes : and are 
ours, only as they are Confented to by 
our Wills, not ours by choife and ac- 
quifition, but only by Improvement and 
exerciſe, Tho they agree with Virtues 
in their Matter and their end, yet they 
differ in their Original and form, For as 
all Humane Actions flow from the Will 
and the Underſtanding, fo do all Ver- 
tues, when they are rightly underftood; 
whereas we are Paſhve in the reception 
of theſe, and they flow immediately from 


Heaven. © | 


AND it is far more condncive to 
our Felicity, that we ſhould conquer Dit- 
ficulties 1n ths attainment of Vertue, 

ftudy, 


Oo 


fn General, 


ſtady, chuſe, deſire, parres and labour 
after it, acquire it finally by our own 
Care and Induſtry, with Gods Bleffing 
upon it; then that we ſhould beDead 
and Idle, while virtue 1sgivenus1n our 
Sleep. For which cauſe GOD ordered 
our ſtate and Condition ſo, that by 
our own Labour we ſhould ſeek after 
It; that we might be as well pleaſing 
in his Eys, and as Honorable and 
Admirable in the Acquiſition of vertue, as 
in the Exerciſe and FraCtice of it, And 
for theſe reaſons GOD does not ſo of- 
ten infuſe it, and 1s more delirous that 
we ſhould by many repeated. Actions 
of our own attain 1t. 

G OP does ſometimes upon the Ge- 
neral Sloth of mankind inſpire it , rai- 
ling up ſome perſons thereby to be like 
falt among corrupted men, cat al] ſhould 
Putritie and periſh - Yet 1s there little 
reaſon why he ſhould delight in that way, 
without ſome ſuch uncouth and Ungrate- 
ful neceſſity to compell him thereunto. 

FOR any man to expect that GO D 
ſhould break the General Order and 
Courſe of Nature, to make him Vertn- 
ou3 Without his own Endeavours, 1s to 
Tempt GOD by a preſumptuous Care- 

lefleneſs 
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leſſeneſs, and by a Slothful abuſe of his 
Faculties to fulfil the parable of the 
unprofitable Servant. 

T HE Powers of the Soul, are not ver- 
tues themſelves, but when they are clo- 
thed with vertuous Operations, they are 
transformed into Vertues. For Pow- 
ers/are in the Soul, juſt as Limbs and 
Members in the Body , which may in- 
difterently be applied to Vertues and Vi- 
ces, alike be buſted and exerciſed in 
elther. 
 _ AS the Members are capable of Va- 

rious Motions,either comely, or Deform- 
_ ed, andare one thing when they are nak- 
ed, another when attired, and capable of 
being modified with ſeveral Habits : ſo 
are the Powers and Faculties of the Soul. 
As they are in the Nature of Man with- 
out Exerciſe, they are void and Naked : 
But by many acts of Vice or Vertue, 
they put on a Habit, which ſeems chiefly 
to conſiſt jin an Inclination and Ten- 
dency to ſuch Actions, a Facility of 
Working, an Aquaintance with them, 
aLove to them, and a Delight inthem; 
For by long Cuſtome it turns to a ſc- 
cond Nature , and becomes at Jait as 
Neceſlary as Life it ſelf; a confirmed 

Habit 
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tn General, 


Habit being taken in and incorpora- 
ted with the Powers of the Soul by 
frequent exerciſe, 

2. IN theſecond Definition we add, 


that Verine is a right and well ordered © 
Habit, A Habit 1s ſomething added 1o 


that, which wears it, and every Power 
of the Soul 1s naked, without the Qua. 
lity wherewith long Cuſtom cloaths it. 
Much ofthe Formal Reaſon of Vertue is 
ſhut up in thoſe Words, Right and well 
ordered, For confuſed , irregular, and 
careleſs Habits will be alwayes errone- 
ous and Deformed, and muſt conſequent- 
ly end in Diſhonor and Miſeries, He 
muſt aim at the Mark, that hits it, for 
only thoſe aQions that are well guided, 
produce right and well order'd Habits, 
which right and well orderd Habits a- 
lone can carry us to our Sovereign 
end. 


A Mind in Frame is a Soul clothed with 
Right Apprehenfions ;: Thoughts and af- 


fections well ordered, Principles and 


Contrivances well propoſed, Means and 


Ends rationaly conſulted, all conſidered, 
and the Beſt choſen. [ Long Cuſtom 
in uring us to the Benefit and Excellence 
of theſe, diſpoſes the Soal into @ right 


and 


\ 


( 
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and well ordered Habit, or Frame of ſpiz 
rit, Which regards that Glorious End 
for which we were created, . 

BY force of which we attain our Hap- 
pincſs. Idleneſs and vertue are as De- 
ſtrucive to each other, as fire and water. 
| In all vertue there ts ſome force,and in all 

Force mnch action. A vertuous, Habit 
ceafeth to be virtuous unleſs it actuallyin-= 
cling us to virtuous Operations. As the 
Powers of theSoul when they are well ex 
erted turn intoVertues,fo is it by thatEx= 
ertion that weattain our Happineſs. Vere 
tue is that right and well ordered Ha. 
bit by force of which we attain our Hap- 
none, :- 

IT'S force 1s never expreſſed but in 
exerciſe and operation. Yet even when 
we are alleep, it may tacitely incline ug 
and make us ready, when we awake, to 
be Vertuous. Perhaps the Habit Sleeps 
and awakes with, the Body : Bur if the. 
Habit and its Energie be the ſame thingy 
It ſtil] {leepeth when1tsenergie ceaſeth : if 
thcy be Divers, the Habit may continue 
for ſome time without the force of its Os 
peration. 

'BUT not to Divertinto Blind and 
Obſcure Corners ; Whether the Soul 

$ - |; . of 
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of a man afleep may be ſtiled Vertuous 
r no. 5 Whether the Habits continue 
in him at that time without their Acts, 
is nothing ta our purpoſe, It is Suffict- 
Kent, that when he is awake; - he, that hath 
Ja Vertuous Habit, 1s in all his Actions 
Jinclined and- Carried to his own Fe- 
J/icity, unleſs he falls. into an oblivion 
worſe, than Sleep , becauſe without 
Yſome ſnch Damnable and vicious Lethar= 
Bgy, heis always mindful of his Laſt End, 
Jand tends towards it in a Dirc& Line. 
. ALL- his: Acttions derive a T incture 
from the firſt Principle,” that Habit of 
Wor! by which he is carried toward his 
1 Felicity. All thoſe Actions, that 
ppring from that Hahit tend to Blifs, and 
y. force of that Habit axe made Vertu- 
pus,and with facility performed. 7 
ALE the Difficulty is in the Begnining. 
ertues.tm the beginning are like green 
ults," four ahd imperfeQ, but their Ma- 
urity 1s accompanied with ſweetneſs 
nd delight. It is hard to acquire a ver. 
vous Habit at firft, but when it 18 once 
otten 3 it makes all Virtue exceeding 
afie, nor -Eaſie alone, but Happy and 
elighttul. For a virtuous Habit as cer- 
ainly acts according to its own pature, 
as 
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| Habit; but . ſome other Principle thatYa 
_ exerterh vicious and bad Operations, 


| Felicity. For as the Means are extra} 


Mf Uirtue, &c. 
3s the Sun f{hines,” which is light by Con. 
liitution. Itadts freely, yet when it doe 
A&,'it maſt needs att Vertnous, and ean 
do: nothing elſe. ' For it 1s no 'vertions 


- HAPPINESSE is with ſo much 
Neceſlity the end of Vertue , that we 
cannot take a- Due - Eſtimate of the 
Excellence of Vertue without confi. 
dering the tendency which - it has toj 


vagant ( and; indeed no' means } that 
_= no Relation nor Proportion:to 
their End - ſo would all the Vertuesde 
mept and Wortehlcs, (no .Vertnes ) 
they did not in ſome Sort: conduce to 
our. Happineſs.:, For Happineſs is 'the 
adcquate End, which by nature we ſeek! 
Wether it be 'Glory, or pleafuxe, or He 
nor that we defign, or wealth, :or Leary 


< 
ing; all that is Delightful, and Grater, 
tul to our reaſen., is comprehended i; 
our Happineſs. ' If we deſire 'to glorti: 
he G O DD, or to pleaſe the Angels, & 
be. grateful tomen, it is becauſe we loi 
our. ſchves| and delight in our own HapWhc 
Pineſs, and conceit all thoſe attionWnc 
whereby: we ſo do, either a-Means, Wc 


- —o> 


Of the Poiwers and, CC. 
t» a part of it. So'that inthe Partition and 
& BDiftribution of Vertues we-mbilt take a« 
n Ynother Courſe to —_ their Glory , 
15 Wby exhibiting them in fuch. a proſpect, 
at Yas that is, wherein their Place and office 
will appear mm their Tendency towards 
<Frans laſt End, his Blefſedneſs and Glory. 


ve 
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he 7: 228 — — ——_— Fa a 
ofthe Powers 1nd AﬀeZions of the Sorts 
Fit 


What virtaes' pertain to'the' Eltate' of 
t oP» 


' Trinocency'; what to the Effate of Grace 5 
what tothe eftate of Glory, ' © © 
WO things in Felicity -are'ap+ 
parent to the Eye, Glory and Trea=z 
re3 and: the Faculties of the foul doin 
a ſeveral manner affeft both; ' The Vnder® 
? anding was made to fee the value of our 
reafure 5; and the freedomeof #72, to 
Viſtcheive Glory ro ofir actions ;3/ Arger, to 
ir us op: againſt all Difficulty, and op- 
aPoſtion, ar might ſtand ity our ways 
Wppetite, to! purſue the Pleaſure in ei- 
her 3 Fear | to heighten' our concern- 
MFnent, that we might more dread thedar- 

«Fer of loſing ' that Happineſs ; whetoim ” 
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Of the Powers and 
no leſs then Glory and Treaſure are in» 
finitely united : -Reqſor,, it ſelf, to com. 
pare Felicities and. weigh which is the 
molt perfett. Deſire,to covet it 3 Hope, to 
encourage us in the purſuit of itz Aver- 
fron, for the avoiding of all-Temptati.! 
onsand Impediments; Love;to the good. 
neſs of it; Joy, for its fruition ; Hatred, | 
to keep us from the Miſery which is| 
contrary thereunto 3 Boldeſs, to attempt 
It; Sorrow and Deſpair, tO puniſh and 
torment us, if we fail ta attain it. Fo 
theſe two, being unpleaſapt, affeQian, Wo 
lerve. to engage us in the purſuit of Hap-Wh 
pinefs, becauſe we are loath to experi 
ence the Sence of ſuch” Troubleſone 
pallions. _ x prog 

A MBITIO Napd Covetouſpeſs arclr 
clinations of the Soul ,, by the one d 
which we are carried to Glory, by the 
other. to, Treaſure, And as all the 
reſtz\ fo. may-+heſe be made cither Ver! 
tucsy. or Vices© Vertues when they are! 
Means conducive to the Higheſt end; 
Hices when they: diſtract and entangleÞir, 
us With mferjor Qbjects. , , DE 
- THE Inclinations and affetions. oW: 
the Soul may. be Defective or excefliveÞb} 

1 theis exercile towards Objedts, hs 
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relation to the Higheſt Objett there is, 
o danger of exceſs. We can never tao. , 
jolently . either -Jove or deſire our. Suz, 
team Happineſs ; our : Hope can never 
-Wrceed-its greatneſs, we can never 00 
i- Fnnch rejogce in the fruition of it 3 Nor. 
Fan we exceed in Azger Or Hatred againſt 
$'0ſe Things ; that would bereave us of 
$I ; of too much fear the Miſery of that 
ife, which will be ever.without' it ; 
Þr be affe&ted with too much Sorrow and. 
©:/þarr tt the Lolle of it, But if we 
Mook. upon .inferior Things,*which are. 
eerly Accidental to the nature of Fe. 
city, ſachas' the Favour of men, Injy-. 


ics, Croſles, Temporal ſucceſles Tha | 


ceauty of the Body, the goods of For-;; 
yrie; and ſuch like ; our affeftions and 
aftions may be too exceſlive, becauſe 
he good or evil of theſe is. but finite 5 
hereas the Gqod of Sovereign Bliſs is . 
together infinite ,*and (o iy the evilot., 
a MIR. Eo es 
JW HEN obr own Attionsase Regt | 
: a-iy + a +» - » \ | | 
Þ:; there 4s_nothihg in the-World but | 
Fay be mate; conducive' to our highelt , 
& Wippineſs : Nor is there any value in any 
wmeDÞbject, or Creature in the World, þut - 
Bs it is Sublervient to our Bliſs. No 
fo | Ew” D'3 - -** member 


Of the Powers and- 
member of the Body , no ſence or en. 
dowment of any Member, no Inclina- 


tion or Faculty of the Soul, no paſſion 


or affection, no Vertue, no Grace, no 
Spiritual Gift, no Afliſtance, 'no Meang 
of Grace, nothing (how great or Pre. 


TE HO A 


cions ſoever phos be of any Value, but 


in order to. 


licity. Inrea! truth, no- | 


thing without this can be Great or Eſti- : 
mable.Every Vertue therefore mult have | 
this, in common with all the Laws and | 
Ordinances,and Works of G OD, they ; 
muſt all-direaly or Obliquely tend to | 
our ſupreme. Happineſs 3 upon this de-} 


pendeth all their Excellency. 


SOME Vertues are neceſſary in the | 
Eſtate of Innocency, ſome 1n- the Eſtate | 


of Grace , ſome In the Eſtate of 
© RE 


WITHOUT ſeringy ir. Is impoſli- ; 


ble to enjoy our Happ 


neſs, or find out | 


the Way unto it; therefdre | is Knowledge | 


neceſlary in all.eſtates : without aving | 
It 1s impoſli} Jle to Debghe in its 996: [ 


neſs. The Office of 
render to every Thing” 


os teouſreſr is t 


$ 


e 


"Dye HORN 1 
And without this it 1s apparent that no ? 
Treaſare can be to us,(tho ja it ſelf never * 


ſo great) of any value. BHoelineſs is the } 
: con } 


Jections of the Soul.” 


conſcience that we make of diſchargiris 


our duty, and the Zealt' wherewith we 
avoid the Prophaneſs of its Contra- 


ry. Goodneſs is neceſfary, becatife we | 


our ſelves cannot without that be Ami- 
able, nor unleſs we be Delightful to a- 
thers, enjoy our ſelves, or acquire G1o0- 


:y. The office of Wiſdom is to chile, 
and purſue the Higheſt end, by the Belt 


of all means that can be choſen. ' 
THESE are Franſcendent Ver- 
tues , Whereby even-G OD himſe!f 
doth enjoy his Felicity. They are in- 
cumbent on us by the: Law of natfire, 
and ſo eſſentially. united to oyr' Fors 
mal Happineſs, that - no Blefiedniefs 'or 
Glory can be enjoyed without them. 
Therefore- are we to look upon them as 
the Life and Soul of Religion, as Efer- 
zal Daties in all Eſtates: for ever to' be 
exerciled. | They are all Exerciſed inthe 
very fryition it felfe, as will more' ap- 
parently be ſeen, when- we come to E- 
yery one of theſe Verties in particular. 
They were enjoyned in the Eſtate of {n- 
noceney, without any need of a-politive 


"D 4 ahide 


gl 


Law, by the very nathre'of GOD and the "> 


Soul, and of things thetnſelves, and mult. 
| deexerciſed inthe ſtate of Grace and will 


Of the zzowers and —= | 
abide for ever in the State of Glory: 
THAT Vertues might be owrs, in 
being wrought by owr ſelves 5 and be 
Vertues 7zdeed, in being wrought, with 
Difficulty ; that we might be ſo much the 
more Laudable and Glorious in our eter. 
nal Condition, GOD. gaye, us Li- 
berty , in the beginning, that we might 
chuſe what we would, and placed us in 
ſuch an Eſtate; that, having in.us only the 
Seeds and Principles of all Vertue, we ? 
might exerciſe our - natural Powers of ©? 
our own Accord, for the Attainment of 2 
that actual Knqwledge, . Wiſdom and | 
Righteouſneſs, wherein the Perfeftion of || 
our ſoul conſiſteth, and by which the | 
Perfection of qQur Bliſs is to be enjayed., | 
That being Naked by Nature, tho Pure | 
and clean, we might cloath our ſelves 
with our. own Habits, attain the Glory 
of thoſe Ornaments, in our own Ads, 
for which we were created; And work 
our own Righteouſneſs, in ſuch a Way | 
as GO Dhadappointed. wr | 
F OR the Glory which we were to at- 
tain, is that Goodneſs which we are to 
ſhew in our own . voluntary Care and 
esSedience and that Goodneſs is chictiy 
expreſied in the kind and Genuine Ex- 
erciſe 
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Aﬀections of the Soul; 
erciſe of our pwn Liberty, while we are 
tender of Diſplealing him, to whom wg 
are Obliged, and ſo Goed as'to gratitie 
his Deſfircs, tho we had no ref{traint up- 
on us. BE] 6} 
TO make our ſelves amiavie and 
beautiful, by the Exerciſe of our own 
Power, produces another kind of Beauty: 
and Glory ,; than if we were comptlled 
to be good byall his preventing Power. 
All Goodneſs is ſpoiled by Compulſton, 
Our own'Adtons, ſpringing from an m- 
tcriour Fountain, deep within tre:SOu?, 
when voluntarily and frecly -exented ,- 
are more acccptable-z - and the .Wi}}, 
whence they ſpring, is more excellent 
and perfecf.., This I would have you to 
note well, for the intrinſick Goodncls 
and Glary of the Soul confiſts in the Per- 
fcction of. an excellent, Will, and with- 
out this it might be a piece of Dirt [ur- 
rounded with Gold z but no imputed 
or annexed value could make * a 
JeWwek ii £5 Ai tre 
. THE Actions of GOD, ar of the 
Angels, or of otner men towards It, acl 
no value to the Soul, if it will do no- 
thing of itſelf. IF it be !dle or unactive, 
the more excellent the Actions of G O " 
199 
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and of all other Creatures are towards 
it, ſo much the more deformed tand per- 
yerſe is the Soul - nor will all the Glory 
of its Powers and Inclinations excuſe 
it, but the more Great and Divine-they 
are, the more abominable will it makeit 
{elf by abuſing them, in fruſtrating their 

Inclinations, | EE 
FOR the removing of all Conftraint, 
and the infuſing of greater Excellency 
and Beauty into theſe holy Actions 
which he required from them, it pleal- 
ed GOD to make Mer obnoxtous to 
Temptations, that having obſtacles to 
overcome, and diſadvantages to ſtrngle 
with , Mans Righteouſneſs might be 
more full of Vertne, and himſelf made 
capable of Victory and Triumph. For 
this End he ſeated him in a low Eſtate 
even in an Eſtate of Trial” - where- 
in ' was the Occaſion of Exerciſing 
Faith and Hope , becauſe his Felicity 
was Uiſtant from him + Faith in believ- 
Ing the Promiſes of Gad, and Hope in 
waiting for the Accompliſhment' of his 
Bliſs: He had Occaſions for Fear aMo, in 
inrelation to Gods Power and Jultice , 
who was able to remove his Happineſs, 
nponthe lealt offence, and to bring up- 
on 


Aﬀections of the-S9u!, 
on nm that Mifery that was denounced 
for his Tranſgreſſion.. In this Eftate of 
Trial, Prudence, which 1s converſant in 


nice Aﬀairs, was to watch, and conſider, 


and dire& his Behaviour, in the midſt _ 


o; thofe Dangers ang Temptations, that 
might poflibly be expe&ed : His Tempe- 
rance was to be exerciſed in the Govern- 
meitot his Appertitc 3 ſo that all infert- 


our farisfactions, and ſ:nfual Plcafares 


might be limited' and ordercd , as it. 


molt conliits with his higheſt Happineſs : 
Humility, inthe acknowledgement of his 


own Unworthyneſs, who was raken our ' 
of Nothing ; and Gratitude'in a kind of. 


juſt Retribution to his Benefactqr, for 
all the Glory to which he wat aGvan- 
eat © 


'ALL theſe Vertues arc in themfelves. 


Delightful, and Eafie in their Exexcife 3 


they immediately reſpe& Eelicity , and.” 


are by nature neceſlary to Mans. enjoy- 
ment of it, they are confonant to Rea- 


ſon, and agreeable to the Circumſtancey 
of his Happy Condition : His Fear and 


Humility, which were in Paradife the (e- 


vereſt, were aided and comforted, with 
a” Tranſcendent Hope and Alſlurence , 


that upon his Diligent Care , he PI 
e 


43 
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be Eternally . Bleſſed 3 and with the 
Sweet Sence of his Happy Change, ang 
a Glorious Admiration rags. from 
the Compariſqn between his preſent E- 
ſtate,” and the Eſtate to which by his 


Creator he was to beexalted. . 
I will not ſay but there were more 


Vertues than theſe to be Exerciſed in . 


Eden : But by theſe you may diſcern of 
what nature they all are, and conje- 


cure they muſt be ſuch as obedienceto . 


oo. and Charity to one another. 


"ALL Hearſhand Soxr Virtues came in 


% 


« 


by Sin: and weare to look upon Heme 
not as Vertues intended by God and .. 
Nature, but occaſioned afterwards, be- - 
+ TS EL mn To on * ERIE He £ Bbc 
cauſe their ſe- and Exiſtence. 1s acct- | 


dental. 


WHEN we fell into Sin, we: ket 


Death and Miſery into the World, CON» | 
tracted ſhame and guilt upon our ſelves, 
defiled our Nature with Deformirigs 
and Diſeaſes, and made many Things 
& max that Occaſion, neceſlary to. our 


appineſs, that before were not ſo; And. 


whereas they have a Mixture. of Bitfer- ; 
neſs and Advantage in them, 'we may 
thank our ſelves for the Bitteryeſs , 
and GOD for the Advantage : For as 
| we 
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Iffictions of the Soul, 
we, by Sin forfeited our Happireſs , fo 
a new Obedience, confiſting 1n the pra- 
tice of proper Vertues, was neceſfary to 
recover it, Vettues, whoſe Names and 


Natures were of another kind ,. and ne- 


yer heard of before : Allwhich we muſt 
look upon, not as Food, bur Phy3 
lick, and confidering them unter the 
notion of Remedies, not admire that 
there ſhould be ſomething in them Di- 
ſtaſteful to Sence-, tho they are now , 
when their Occaſions are known , infi- 
nitely agreeable to Reaſon, _ 
THEY are but an #quivocal Oflz 
ſpring of the Fall : Sin could never. be- 
get ſuch beautiful Children, as Meek- 

__ neſs, Repentance, Patience, Alms-Deeds, 
Self Denyal, ,Submiſsion and Relignati- 
on to the Divine Will, Fortitude, Con- 
tentment im a]l Eſtates, &c. . fe 
WHILE there was no Sin, there 
was no need of Penitexce: while there 
was no Pgiz or Miſery ; ng Patierxce 5, 
Without wrongs and Injuries there is 
no uſe of Aſcekrreſs; nor place for 4/mrs- 


Deeds, where there is no Poverty : no 


Coarage, where are no Enemies. In 
Eden there was no ignorance, nor any 
Supernataral Vexities to be confirmed 

| by 


©..45 
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by Miracles3 Apoſtles therefore and Pros 
phets, Minifters and DoQors were ft 
perfluous there, and ſo were . Tythes 
and Temples, Schools of Learning , 
Maſters and Tutors, togerher with the 
unſavoury Duty incambent on Parents 


*to chaſtife their Children, For as al] 


would have been inſttudted by the Light 
of Nature,” ſo had all been Innocent, 
and Juft, and Regulav : Whereupon no 
Mapiltrate had been meedfal to putany 
to Shame, -no Courts of Judicature, nor 
Lawyers ih the World. No Buying 
and Selling; and thereupon no commu. 
tative Juſtice, becauſe the Blefied Earth 
had naturally been fertile, and abounded 
with rich and Glorious Proviſions + Na- 
kedneſs had been the Splendor and Or- 
nament of Men, as 1t will be in Heaven': 
the Glorious Univerfe had been theit 
common Houſe ana Temple , therr Bo- 
Gics fited for 'all Seaſons, no Alien or 
Stranger, no Want, Diftreſs, or War, 
but all Feace, and Plenty, and Profpe- 
ity 3 all Fleaſure, and all FeHlow Citi- 
zcns throughout 'the World; Maſters 


_ and»Servants had been unknown', had 


we continued in that Eſtate, afl'haden- 
joy ed the Liberty of Kings, and -rhere 
| had 
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had been no Dominion, but that of 
Husbands and Fathers,a Dominion as full 
of ſiveetnels, -as ſo gentle and freea Re- 
lation importeth, IT can ſee no Uſe that 
there had been of Trades and Occupa- 
tions, onely the pleaſant Diverſion that 
Adam had in dreſſing the Garden, and 
the conſequents of that : Iam ſure there 
had been no Funeral 2owps, no Szckreſs, 
Phyſick, or Phyſician, _ There had been 
no Faith in the Incarzation of the 'Son 
of God, becauſe no eccaſion for that 
Incarnation, no Ceremonial Law of Mo- 


ſes, no Baptiſm, nor Lords Supper , be» 


cauſe there were no ſupernatural My- 
ſteries to be Typified, but the clear 
Light of a Diviner Reaſon, and a free 
Communion with God in the Right dif- 
charge of thoſe Vertnes , Divine and 
Moral, which naturally belong to the 
Eſtate of Innocency. All which Origi- 
nal and Primitive Vertues ought now 
to continue, as It were the Face of Re- 
ligion beneath that A1ask or Vizor of 
Ordinances and new Duties, which Sin 
and: Corruption hath put upon itz Tho 
we have forgotten the Vertues of our 
firſt Eſtate, and are apt now to tcrrifie 
eur felves with that Diſexiſe, wherewith 

4 we 
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we have, concealed.,their Beauty , by 


regarding only the Vertues ; that were 


occaſioned by. Sin an, Miſery. = 
.IT is a great, Error to miſtake-the 
Vizor for the Face, and no les to ſtick 
in the outward Kizd and Appearance of 
_ things; - miitaking the Alterations and 
Additiors that.are mqgde-upon .the Fall 
of Man, for the whole Buſineſs of Re- 
ligion' And yet this new ConlſtelJatj- 
on of Vertues, that appeareth above- 
board,” js almolt the only thing talked of 
and underſtood in the World. Whence 
It 1s that the other Duties, which are 
the Sel of Piety, bcing unknown, and 
the Reaſon of theſe rogether with their 
Original and Occaſion, unfeens Reli- 
£10n appears like a four and ungrate- 
full Thing to the World ; impertincnt 
ro bli6, and void of Reaſon ; Where- 
upon GOD is 1uſpe&ed and hated, 
Enmity againſt GOD and Atheiſm, be- 
ng brought into, and cntertained in the 
World. : | 2 

FOR it 1s an Jdcaconnatural tothe 
Notion of GOD, to conceive him 
Iiſe and Good : And, if we cannot ſee 
ſome Aeaſon in his Ways, we are aptto 
{uſpect rhere 15 no Dzzjty, or if th 
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Aﬀections of the foul, 
that he is Malevoſent and Tyrannical, 
which ts worſe then none. For all Wil-- 
dom ani Goodneſs are contained in. 
Love: And if 1t be. true that G OD 1s 
Love, he will fhew it in our Beipps, by 
making: us Great and Excellent Crea- 


tures; in his Gifts and Bounties, byſur- 


rounding. us with real and ſerviceable 
Treafures, in all his Laws. as well as in all 
his Works, by conſulting our Welfarc-jn 
the one and in ru other. And as he makes 
the World Glorious and Beautiful for us 
to dwell in, fo will he make ſuch Actions 
and Vertues only needful to be exerciſed 
by us as are excellent and Divine: he 
will impoſe no Duties but ſuch as are full 


of reaſon, and lead us more Adv antage- 


outly to Bliſs. and Glory, 

Ve are apt to charge our own Fanlts 
on Gad, by confounding all things-. and 
becauſ: we ſee not how Peniteare, and 
Meekneſs, and Ads of tharity,in reliex- 
ng the Poor, directly.and immediateiy 
bring us.unto Bliſs, are apr to repine at 
their Impolition. - But when we ſce all 
theſe Virtues in their ſeveral Flices and 
Othices, their Objects and their Utes, the 
Ends .for which, and the occalions. on 


which they were introduced , ail are De- 
E lightful 


Df the Powers and 
lightful to the Reaſon of mans Soul, and 
tighly Eligible, while GOD is adored 
ard admired for the depth of his Wiſdom 
ar.d Goodneſs, and beloved for the Equi- 
ty and Excellency of his Proceedings. 
For all theſe Occaſional Vertues are but 
Femporary, when our Life, and this pre- ? 
fent World are paſt and gong as a Dream, 5 
Eove, and Joy, and Gratjride will be all | 
that wAl continue for ever, in which ?! 
Eſtate, Wiſdom and Knowledge, Goods #5 
neſs and R ighteouſneſs,and True Holineſs * 
{hall abide. as the Life and Glory into | 
which the Souls of all that areBleſled | 
will be transformed. Repentance ſhall | 
be gone, and Paticnce ceaſe, Faith and | 
Hope be ſwallowed up in fruition, Right | 
Reaſon be extended to all Objects inal j 
Worlds, ard Eternity 1n all its Beauties | 
and Treaſures, ſeen, delired, eſteemed, |} 
enjoyed . | , 
Lect it be your Care to dive to the Bot- ' 
tom of true Religion, and not fuffer your ] 
Eycs to be Dazled with its Superficial Ap- |} 
pearance. Reſt not in the Helps and Xe | 
zncdies that it bringeth, but ſearch for the 
Hidden Manna, the fubſtantial Food un- ? 
derncath,the SatisfaQtion of allWiſhes and | 
Delires, the tri,6and Cacleſtial pg z 


\ .____ If Knowledge. 
theCauſes of Love,and Praiſe,andThankſ- 
giving founded in. the Manifeſtations of 


S Gods Eternal favour, eſpecially in the 


Ends, for the ſake of which all Helps and 
Remedies are prepared. For it is exceed- 
ing true, that his Laws are Swee ter then 
the Homy and the Hony Comb, and far more 
precions then thouſands of Gold and. 


Silver. 
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CHAP. V. 


of the Neceſſity, Excellency, and Uſe of 
Knowledge 5 its Depths and Extents, 
its Objefs and its End. 
$ . » ; 
NOWLEDGE and Love are ſo 
neceſſary to Felicity, that there can _ 
be no Enjoyment or Delight without 
them. Heaven and Earth would be Dark. 
and obſcure, Angels and Men vain and un- 
profitable, all the Crearures baſe and un- 
ſcrviceable,Felicity impoſlible,were there 
no Knowledge, Nay G OD himfelf, with- 
out Knowledge and Love, could not well 
exilt ; for his very Eſſence is ſeatcd in infi- 
nite Knowledge. | | | 
G OD is Light,and in hin is no Dark- 
E 2 ncls 


Of Knowledge, 


neſs at all; He is Love by nature and 
there is no hatred in his Eſlence. His ve- 
ry Godhead is all Perfection, by the infi- 
nite Knowledge and Love 1n his Nature. 

THE Original of our Knowledge is his 
Codhead, His Etlence and his will are the 
Fountain of it ; and the ſtream fo excet- 


* lent, that ina)l Eſtates t 1s for ever to be 5 


continued, as the Light and Glory of the 
whole Creation. ; 

THE underltanding Power, which is 
ſeated in Soul, 1s the Matter of that Act 
wherein the Eſſence of Knowledge con- 
lilteth : Its form is the Act it (eIf,, wheres 
by that Power of knowing apprehendeth 
Its Object. | 

ITS nature is invi{:b'e, like that of all # 
other Spirns, 1o ſimple and uncompoun- } 
ded.that its form and matter are the ſame. 
For all Powers, when transformed into 
Act. are Acts themlelves. And the facul- 
ty of underitand'ng, in a Compleat and 
Ferfect At 'of Knowledge attains its 
Perfection, and 1s Power exerted, or an 


. Act in its Exercife, For every A& is 


Power cxertcd. 

THE Power of Knowing is yain if 
n2t reduced into Act*;':nd the Soul a me- 
lancholly an: Dreadful Cave, or Dunges 

; ” on 
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Of Kudwledge, {| 
on of Darkneſs, 1f void of Knowledoe. 
Had G OD himſelf a Power of Knowing 
Diſtinct from its Operation, if he never 
exerciſed that Power, it would be ufe- 
I to hiſh. His Glory and Blefledneſs 
are ſeated in the light of that Know- 
ledge, whichto us upon Earth appea. 
eth Inacceſſible, 70 
IF we would beperfe@. as our Father 
which is in Heaven is perfe@, our Power 
of Knowing muſt be transformed (mto 
AG, and all Objects appear in the inte- 
rior Light of our own underſtanding. 
For tho all Eternity were full of Trea- 
ſures, and the Whole World, and all the 
Creatures in it transformed into Joys. and 
our Intereſt to all never fo perfe&; yet 
we are Ignorant of them, we ſhall contt- 
1e as poor and Empty,as if there w2ce 
nothing but Vacuity and Space. For not 
to b-, and not to appear,arethe ſame thing 
to the underſtanding. _ : 
VERE a Mina Seraphim by his Eſ- 


ſence, or ſomething by nature more Glo- 


rious and Divine then the Higheſt Order 
of the molt Bleſſed Angels, nay the great- 
eſt Creature thar Al-ighty Power was 
able to procuce,his Soul and Body would 
l!2nifie nothing, if he were unknown to 


E 3: himſelf 
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himſelf; and were not aware of his Ex- 
cellence. Eo 

IF you would have a ſolid Proſpect 
of any Vertue, you muſt underſtand, 
that Vertues are Powers tfansform- 
ed into right , wiſe, and regular Acts, 
avoiding' all extremes of remiſineſs 

on the one hand, and exceſs on 
the other. The: Extreams of Knows- 
ledge are Ignorance-and Error. | 

FOR ought you know Heaven and 
Farth are as full of Treaſures , as Al- 
mighty Power was able to create them, 
and you by Nature, the beſt and high- 
eſt of all poſlible Creatures', made like 
GOD, for the 'higheft and beſt of 
all poſſible Ends, and called to live 
in Communion with him, in _ all his 
truitions : but being vilely * corrupt. 
ed, you have 'loſt the fence of all 
theſe Realities, and are ignorant of the 
Excellences of your own Eſtate and 
Nature. I _; | 
- I am fure that GOD is infinite in 
Wiſedom, Goodneſs and Power, and 
nothing 1s wanting on his Part, to per- 
fect your Deſires : But yet you may be 
blind, and idle, and ignorant, and dead 
in a manner, while youare wanting to 

' your 
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your ſelf, and have need of nothing , 
but clear and perfeCt apprehenſfions,” bur 
becauſe they are Sottiſh and Erroneous 
at preſent , they may make you miſe- 
rable, and Poor, ' and Blind, and Na- 
ked. | 

|F Sin had been like Circe's Cup, 
and changed the ſhape ef Mans Body, to 
that of a Swine or Dragon, the Depra- 
vation of his Nature had beenplain and 
viſible ; yet without knowing what 
kind of Form he had before, it would 
not appear, becauſe we ſhould be un- 
ſenfible of his firft Form, and unable to 
compare the 'one with the other :; But 
Sin is a Morel Obliquity, and the change 
It produceth in the Soul is Spjritnal. It 
makes a man to difter far more from 
himſelf, than any alteration of Body can 
do; but witha] ſo blinds his Underſtan- 
ding, that he does not remember what 
he was in his firſt Parent ; Tho the firſt 
Man ( who had experience of both E- 
ſtates ) was able to compare them, be- 
cauſe in his Corruption, he might pol- 
{bly retain a Sence of that Nature, and 
Life which he enjoyed in his integrity : 
Yet all his Poſterity, that are born Sin- 
ncrs, never were ſenſible of the Light 
E 4 and 
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and Glory of an Innocent Eſtate, and for 
that cauſe may be wholy ignorant both 
_ of GOD ang] themſelves ,, utterly un- 
able toconcetive the Glory of the World, 
or of that Relation, . wherein they ſhould 
by Nature have itood towards all the 3 
Creatures, WO a. : 

IT is impoſlible to conceive , how } 
great a change a ſlight Action may pro- | 
duce. - It is bup preſſing the Wick a | 
Iittle with ones Finger, and aLamp is } 
excinguiſhed, and Darkneſs immediate- þ 
ly made to: overſpread the Room. The 
Closy and Splendor of the whole World 
would- vaniſh upon. the ExtinCtion of 
the Sun: And one Inltants Ceſlation from 
the Emiſlion of its: Beams would be its 
Extinctron. A Soul 15a more Glorious 


Tking than the Sun : The Sphear of its 2 


Activity is far Greater, and its Light 
more Precious: All the World may be 
filled with- the ſplendor of its. Beams 5 
Etcrnity it ſe!f was prepared for 1t ! 
Were there but one Soul, to ſeeand en* 
joy all the Creatures, upon theſuſpen- 
Gon of its Light all the Creation would 
be rcndred vain, Light it ſelf is but 
Darkneſs without the Underſtanding, + 

THE Exiſtence of many Souls 1s fo 
tar 
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far from abating the value of one 
that it is by reaſon of their multituds 
more uſeful and Excellent. For the va- 
lue of the Objects, 1mputes a Luſtre and 
Higher value to the Light wherein they 
are enjoyed. And if Souls themfetves 
are more cxcellent than all other Crea- 
tures, and arewith, andabove all other; 
to beenjoyed, that Power, whereby this 
Soul is-able to enjoy them, 1s more te 
be eſteemed, upon the account of thole 
Souls, than for al} the other Creatures; 
which are made for the ſame : GOD 
himſelf and his holy Angels are Objects 
of the Underitanding. | Thoſe Fehc- 
tics and Glories, which the San cannot 
extend ta, the Soul can comprehend. 
All which, fince their Fruitton depends 
npon that Act of the Underitandmg by 
which they are coxſedered, retiect a Luz 
itre, and add a value to that Knowledge 
by which the Soul does attain them. 
Whereupon it follows that the infinite 
value of:all theſe 1s ſeated. in the inte]- 
lect; and as the Power, fo the At of 
Knowledg, on. which their Fruition de- 
pendeth, is of :infinite uſe and Excel- 
lency. As the lols is infinite, when 
the Soul 15 bereaved of them, ſo is the 

Dam- 
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mage , Which it ſuffers by failing of its 
Light, whether that DefeCt be volun- 
tary,'or impoſed by ſome outward Im- 
ediment. | 

AS for the Uſe of Knowledge, it is 
apparent enough. For the Relation 
between the Uſe and Excellency of 
_ is ſo near and intimate, that as 
not 


ng Uſeleſs can be at all excellent, 


ſo is' every Excellence in every Being 
founded in its uſefulneſs. The uſe of 


Souls is as great as their Excellency: 


The uſe of Knowledge as endleſs in Va- 
riety, as in Extent, and Value. 
KNOWLEDGE 1s that which 


does iMlaminate the Son!, enkindle Love, | 


excite our Care, inſpire the. mind with | 
Toy, inform the Will, enlarge the Heart, | 


regulate the Paſſions, unite -all the Pow- 


ers of the Soul to their Obje&s, ſee | 


their Beauty , underſtand their Good- 
neſs, diſcern our Intereſt in them, form 


our Apprehenfions of them, canſider and | 
enjoy their Excellences, All Content- | 


ments, Raptures, and Extafies are con- | 
ceived in the Soul; and begotten by * 


Knowledge, all Laws, Obligations and } 


Rewards are underſtopd by Knowlcdg: 


All Vertues and Graces of the Mind are 
framed |} 


0 


t 
&+ 


: framed by Knowledge , all Advantages 


diſcerned, all Dangers avoided, all Af- 
fairs ordered ,. all Endowments acqui- 
red; all the Ornaments of Life, all the 
Beauties ' of the inward Man, all the 
Works of Piety arc affected by Know 
ledge. In the Light of knowledge all 
Pleaſures ariſe, and as Fruits and Flews. 
ers are begotten in the Earth by the 
Beams of the Sun, ſo do all kinds of 
Joy ſpring from the Creatures, andy are 


a 
E 


ledge, that ſhineth on them its laſt 
Otf ſpring ace Eternal Thankſgivings 


and Praiſes, ' The Divine Image and the 


PerfeCtion of Bliſs are ſounded in Know- 
ledge, GOD himſelf dwelleth in the 
Soul, with all his Attributes and Per- 
fettions, by Knowledge : By it we are 
made Temples ef the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Partakers of the Divine Nature, And 
for this _ it is: that St, 'Paw/ prayeth, 
That we might be filled with the Know- 
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are by it improved, all Temptations 


made ours, by the help of that Know- - 


ledge of his Will', in all Wiſedome and © 19, 


Spiritnal Vuderſtanding , that we might 
walk worthy of the Lord unto allpleaſong, 
being fruitful in every Good Work , and 
increaſing in the Knowledge of GOD, 


ſtrengthened 
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ftirenethened with all Might according 1s 

| bis glorious Power , unto all Patience 
ard long-ſuffering, with JoyfWMWneſs giving 
Thanks to the Fatber, who. hath madeu; 
pcet to be Partaekers of the Inheritance if | 
the Saints in Light: who hath delivered | 
us from the Power of Darkneſs, and tran. | 
[lated us1 into the Kingdoms of his Dear | 
80. 1 
-.'THE Sun is a glorious Creature, | 
and its Beams' extend to the utmolt Stars, ji 
by fbining on them it cloaths them with | 
light, arid by its Rayes exciteth all their |} 
influences;” - It enlightens the Eyes of all | 
the Creatares : It ſhineth on forty King- 
domes at the fanje time':, on Seas and 
Continents in-a general manner 3. yet | 
To particularly regardeth ally that every | 
Mote in the' Air, every Grain of Dult, | 
every Sand, * every Spire of Graſs i || 
wholly illuminated thereby, as 3f it did 
'entirely ſhine upon that alone. Nor | 
.does it onely illuminate all theſe Ob- Þ 
. jets in an ide manner., its Beams are | 
_. Operative, enter in, fill the Pores of 3 
'Things with Spirits; - and impregnate 6 
them with Powers, cauſe all their Ema- ? 
-nations; Odors, Vertues and Operations; } 
Springs, Rivers, Minerals and V _ 4 
== + | 


- 
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bles are all perfected by the Sun, all th© 
Motion, Lite and ſenſe of Birds, BeaftS 
and Fiſbes dependeth on the ſame. Yet' 
the Sun'is but a little ſpark, among all 
the Creatures, that are made for the 
Soul 3 the Soul, being the moſt High 
and Noble of all, is capable of far 
higher Perfe&ions, far more full of Life 

and Vigour in ts uſes. The Sphere of” 

Its Activity is limited, its Energy. is 
endleſs upon all its Objeds. It canex= 
ceed the Heavens In its Operations, atd 
run out into infinite ſpages. Such is 
the extent of Knawledge, that it ſeem- 
cth tobe the Light of all Eternity. All 
Objees are equally near to the ſplen- 
dor of its Beams : As innumerable mil- 
lions may be conceived in its Light, with 
a ready capacity for millions more; ſo 
can it penetrate all Abyſles, reach to 
the Centre of all Nature, converſe with 
all Beings, viſ:b'e and inyilible,Corporeat 
and Spiritual , Temporal and Eternal, 


Created and Increated, Finite and In- 


finite , Sabftantial and Accidental, 'A- 
ual and Poflible, Imaginary and Ref ; 
All the Myſteries of Bliſs and Miſery , 
all the Secrets of Heaven and Hell are 
Objects of the Souls Capacity here, 
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and ſhall be aQtually ſeen and known 
hereafter, 7 = 
WERE Almighty Power Magnifi- 
ed by filling Eternity with :created ob. | 
jets, 2nd were: all the Omnipreſence | 

_ of God full of Joys, it is able, when | 
aſſiſted by his Divine Knowledge, to. 
look upon all : and tho every one of 
them ſhould have an infinite Depth | 
within , an Endleſs variety of Uſes, a | 
Relation to all the reſt of the World, | 
the Soul, as if it were able to contra ' 
all its ſtrengths from all the expanſions } 
of Eternity and fpace, and fix them up- þ 

_ on this Moment, or on this Centre, in- | 
tirely beholding this alone, 1n all its 
tulneſs, can ſce its Original, its End, its | 
Operations, Effe&ts and Properties , as | 

| if it had nothing to conſider but this 

| alone, in a moſt exquiſite and perfe4 

manner. ; GEE 

IT isnot tobe denied, .that every | 
| Being in all Worlds is an Object of the | 
| Underſtanding - nor, can that of the | 
| Pfalmiſt be doubted, 7» hzs Preſence there. | 

1 7s fulneſs of Jey,and at his right hand thert 

| are Pleaſures for evermore: that is,his Om- 1 

8 |i- nipreſence 1s full of Joys, and his Eter- 

FL nity of Riches and Pleaſures; nor isit | 

Eto eq 
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to be denied , that the: Soul is by ity 


Creation intended for the Throze of GOD. 
For it is made capable of his Omnipre- 
ſence and Eternity, and, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, may be filled with all the fulneſs 


of GOD, which fulnels is wg vis to the. 
| 


Immenfity of his Eternal Power (of 
which you will ſee more in the Vertues of 
Love, Wifdom, Righteouſneſs and Holt- 
Y nefs-) This only is here to be noted, that 
 F Nature never made any Power in vain, 

I but ever intendeth the Perfection of 
what it produceth 3 and prepareth ob- 
jects for ,the underſtanding, the Per- 
fecion of which Power is the actual at- 
tainment of that Knowledge of which it is 
capable. 

T HE principal objefts of our Know- 
ledgcareGOD, anda Mans (clf - The 
Th of G OD,his Laws and Works, 
his Ways in all Ages, his Counſels and 
Ms Attributes, Mans Intereſt and Duty, 
Tranſaftions of the World,the Thoughts 
and Actions of Angels and Men are con» 
liderablez, which tho they may beſtilet 
lefs material Objects of the underſtand- 
ing, yet inrelation toG OD and a Mans 
telt, are of great Importance, 

GOD as heis the Lite and fountain 

of 
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of all Felicity, the End of all Perfection, 
and'the Creator of our Being, Almighty 
in Power, infinite in Wifdotn and Cood- 
neſs, Author of the univerſe, and Lord 

f all the Creatures, is moſt fit to be 
* £2. Plato makes him the very Light of 
the underſtanding , and affirms, that as | 
three Things axe necefiary to Viſor, the. | 

ye rightly, prepared, the object conve-: | 
niently ſeated,. and Light.to convey the. | 
Idea to the Eye; ſo there are three things. 8 
required to compleat and perfect Intel]!z 4 
gence,,an underſtanding Eye, an Intelli-, | 
vible Objetq, and a Light intelligible in | 
which.to conceive it: Which laſt js GOD. 
Nor is the Royal ,Pfalmilt and Divine | 
Philoſopher Davzd far from the Notion,, | 
while he ſaith, In thy Light we ſlall ſee | 
Tieht, For GOD 1s the Light of the. | 
underſtanding, His Nature is the Light 
of all-the Creation. Therefore ik is ſaid: 
by. Chriſt himſelf that the Knowledee of 
GOD is Life Eternal. For his Lights |} 
the Life of men, and without. þim we can 
do nothing. Till we Know his Nature,. 
we cannot apprehend the Excellency of 
bis Works : For all their Goodneſs is de-. | 
rived from him,and ends in him.His Love, |} 
movcd him tocreate the World, and the | 
| principal | 
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principal End for which it was made, 
1s the Glory of the Creator in the Fe- 
licity of his Creatures. The Glory of 
the Creatures is ſeen in his, By his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs we are guided 
| to the Hope, and Inveſtigation of their 
Excellence, His infinite bounty made 
them all our Treaſures, that for the Per- 
J fection of their Beanty and Worth we 
- F might celebrate his Praiſes. 


HE that would not be a ſtranger to _ 


FJ the Univerſe, an Aliento Felicity, anda 


 F foreiner to himſelf , muſt Know GOD 


I to be an infinite Benefacor, all Eternity, 
 K full of Treaſures, the World it ſelf, the 


* K Beginning of Gifts, and his own Soul 
 F the Poſlefior of all, in Communion with 
' Wthe Deity. That the Buſineſs of Religtz 
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on' 1s Complacency in GOD, and that 
G © D never laid afide his Wiſdom in any 
Operation of his Power, never forgot to 
make the leaſt of his Works agreeable to 
Yiis Goodneſs, Nay rather he is fo per- 
fect, that his infinite Goodneſs, Wifdom, 
and Power, are exerted wholy and wholy. 
-onſpicuous in every Operation, Ir is 
he Beauty of Truth that maketh Know- 
Wedge of fuch infinite Value. For if all 
_ Whe Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
F yg 
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ng be ordained for a Wiſe and Knoyw- 
Man, if all Objeds in the clear Light 
of Heaven and Eternity belaudable and | 
Glorious, iff Divine Wifdome hath fo 
far obtained, that the number and Va- 
lue of GODS Gifts 1s accurate, and 
exactly anſwerable 'to the nature of its 
cauſes 3 if cvery Soul, that will live 1n his 
Image, may be the friend of GOD, 
and acquire the Empire of the World. | 
and be Bcloved of Angels, and admired} 
of Mcn ; if fruition be' the End off 
Knowlcdge,and all Things madethat they} 
may be enjoyed « Knowledge 15 the on-| 
lv Thirg that enriches the Soul, and ie| 
Knowing Jan is the friend of GOD. 
Tone Excreife and Pleafiire of this 1) 3vine 
Amity 1s the End of the Creation, anc} 
the Perfection of the Soul. 

The Knowledge of a Mans-elt is high- 
ly conducive to his Happineſs, not on 
ly as it gives him Power to: r&jOyce In hl 
kxccllencics, but as it ſhews him hiz 
End, for which he was created. Fo 
by Knowing what Inclinations and 
Fowcrs are in his Soul, he diſcerns what 
1s agreeable -with, and tit forhis Eftence; 
what objects and what Operations ary 


coudu icive to his Welfare, what mear 
h 
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he is to uſe for the Attainment of his 
End, and what that is, wherein Is Per- 
feftion confiſteth. If the Powers of . his 
Soul are illimited , his Defire infinite, 
and his Reach Eternai, if he be able to 
ſee and enjoy all Worlds, and all that 
is above all Worlds in, the'Image of 
G OD : 7t his Ambition carry him to be 
Pleafing ro all Angels and Men, .and to be 
Glonous in the Eyes cf all Kingdoms 
andAges ; if his Abilities are indeticient 
for the fruition of all that 1s Excellent in 
cternity it ſelf, it 1s a token that he 1s or-_ 
dained for GOD, and- the enjoyment 
of his Kingdom : and a wicked folly to 
reſtrain himſelf to the miſerable Con- 
tentment of a Cell, or Cottage, and 
to delight in nothing © but ſome ſrag- 
ments of the Creation, that im Compa- 
rifon ofthe whole arc infinitely Det« Ctive. 
* OF all other things I would have 
this moſt deeply engravenin the mind, 
tiat GOD hath cxceeded all Imaginati= 
On In the Works of his Hands, that he 
that Overcometh ſhall be the Son of GOD 
and jnherit all Things, that there is an 
infinite end why the ſecrets of all hearts 
ſhall at Jaſt be revealed, that in Hea- 
ven all Thoughts and Things ſhall Lc 


F_2 - * known, 
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Known, that the Kingdome of Heayen 
is ſo Glorious, that all the bleſſed are 
Perfect Sovereigns, every one the Poſ- 
ſc{lor and End of it all : that all Things 
proceeding immediately from G O D.,are 
the Beſt that are poflible - that the beſt 
and the worſt things asordered by him, 
are perfectly amiable, and ſubſervient to 
Felicity , that he himſelf alone hath a 
Proper Right to all that Is excellent, 
and that G OD is in every Thing to be | 
« njoyed, that he is enjoyed only when his | 
cilence and his Works fſatisfie the Deſires 
of pertect reaſon, and exceed all Wiſhes in | 
tilling and delighting the ſoul : That hay. | 
ing tiled the ſoul with infinite Wiſdome, | 
};c has laid infinite Obligations upon us, | 
and ſet infinite Rewards before us, made | 
Laws in finitely amiable, and given us 
Duties infinitely Defirable : for which he 
deſerves eternal Adorations and TI hank(- | 
21VINGS, | 
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Of Love and Hatred.The neceſſity and ſweet- 
neſs of Love. Its General uſe and ef}.- 
cacy. The ſeveral kinds of lovz. Of 
the Power, Inclination and ad of Love. 
Its extent and capacily. 

) 


| ECAUSE Love is the moſt Dcſir. 
able Employment of the Soul, the 
Power of Loving is to be accounted the 
moſt High and Noble of the Faculties. 
It 1s not ſeated by it ſelf in the mind, 
but attended with a mighty Proneneſs 
and Inclination. 
THERE is noCreature ſo unſ{ociable 
and furious but it is capable of loving 
ſomething or other, Wolves and T ygres 
live at peace among themſelves, Lions 
have an Inclination to their Grim Miſ- 
treſles, and Deformed Bears a natural 
Aﬀeaion to their Whelps, exprefled in 
their Rage, when they are bereaved of 
them, Things muſt either be abſolute- 
ly Dead, or live in miſery, that are void 
of love. Whatſoever is endued with 


Lite and ſence delights in eafic and pn 
tu 
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ful Operations. Love is a neceſſary A#- 
fe&tion of their Souls, becauſe 1t 1s im- 
poſiibleto apprehend any thing Delight- 
fa], but it muſt be plealingz and what 
> leaſing muſt be Lovely. For to be 
Plcaſcd, and to love are the lame thing. 
Ifthere be any difference, the pleaſure 
We take in any Object 1s the root of that 
Deſire,which we call Lovezand the affecti- 
on, whereby we purſue the pleaſure that 1s 
appreheaded in 1t, 1s part of the Love 
that we bear unto it ; the end of which 
1s the Completion of that Pleaſure which 


1t firſt perceives : All is Love varioully 


modified , according to the Circum- 
ſtances wherein the Object 1s repreſert- 


cd. 


AS Love is the only Eafte and De- 
lightful Operation, ſo is Hatred of all 
other the moſt troubleſom and torment- 
ing, Diſpleaſure and Enmity are the In- 
oredients of its nature ; and the truits 
of it (allvcd to their Root } as Bitter as 
Gall, and Wormwood, Murder, and 
Vcxati on, .and Grief are the off-ſpring 
ofthe one, with Separation, Contentlion, 
and Horror'; Peace and  Embraces are 
the Fruit of the other, with Praiſes and 9 
Comp!laccncics, Honors, Services, ns 
an: 
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and Pleaſures. Theſe arethe little Crpids 
that flie about this celeſtial Venus, when 
it 1s, what it ought to be, the Mother 
of Felicity, and the Daughter of G OD. 

ALL Creatures that are ſenſible of 
Pain or pleaſure, muſt of neceſiity be 
addited to Love and Hatred ; to the 
Love of what is pleafing, to.the Hatred 


of what is Painful. Andifany Quelti- 


on be made, which of theſe T wins is the 
Firſt born? the anſwer 1s; that they 
may ſeem Twins in reſpect of Time, but 
in nature Love 1s the fir{t born, and the 
Mother of Hatred, . For where nothing 
to be hated does at all appear, pleaſant 
Things are Feloved for their own ſake: 
whereas if there wereno pleaſant thing 
to be beloved, nothing could be hated, 
becauſe nothing could be Hurtfu], which 
appeareth by this, becauſe where there 
is no Love, there 1s no Intereſt, and 
where there is no concernment . there 
can beno Atection, no Fear, or Hope, or 
Joy, or ſorrow. 

AS Fire begets Water by meiting lce, 
ſo does Love beget contrary paſitons 1n 
the ſoul of a living creature, Anger, Ma- 
lice; Envy,' Grief and Jealoulie : not by 
'ts own nature, but by the accidental 
E 4 Intcr- 
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Interpoſure of ſome Obſtacle, that hin- 
ders or endangers the fruitiva of 1ts 


Obje&t. Were there no Love of Eaſe. 


and Pleaſure, there could be no An- 
ger or Quarrel between Competitors, 
no Emulation or Deſire, no Averſion 


or Endeavour. All Enmity and Hoſti- 


lity Springs from a Contention, who 
ſhall enjoy what is Deſirable 3 or from 


ſome other Principle of Envy or Re- | 


venge, in relation to What ts Good © as. 
1s Obvious to Daily Experience. 


LIFE and Love are ſo individualy 
united,that to live without Loving ſome- 
thing 15 impoſſible. Even in Hell, where 


their whole Life ſeemeth to be fpent 


in Deteſtation and Hatred, and actual 


Love is, like fire under thoſe Embers, 


covered and continued , Could they 
Put off ſelf Love, all Love of Felt- 
city, and Intereſt, their Torments would 
be gone : Puniſhments and Rewards are 
things impoſlible, where thcre is not ſelf 
Love: For without Love toſfomething, 
Pains and Joys are <qually Grateful. 

AS Loveisthe Root of Endeavor, fo 
1s It the Spring ot all the Paſſions: They 
all depend upon Love alone, We are 
Arngry at that which ſtands in our Way, 
oo | | between 


| 
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between our Love and its object + We 
Deſire an abſent' Good, becanſe we Love 
it - We Hope for it, when we conceive 
its Attainment feaſible : We rejoyce in 
it, when we have it: We fear to loſe 
it - we grieve when it 1s gone: we 
deſpair, 1f we cannot get, or recover 
it: We hate all that is oppoſite to it. 
And for this Cauſe is our Love, when 
well regulated, the greatelit Vertue, be- 
cauſe upon the right Choiſe of its Ob- 
jet, and true Goverment of it elf, all 
the Powers and AﬀeCtions of the Soul are 
well employed z and when we Love all 
that we ought as we ought to do, we ful- 
hl all Laws, Hope and Fear,and Hate.,and 
Grieve, and Defire, and Rejoyce, ant 
do every thing in a regular Manner. 
THERE is a Senſual and Brutiſh 
Love, there is a Humane and Divine- 
Brntiſh Love is of two ſorts, the one 
Springs from a Harmony of Complexiz 
ons and a Sympathy of Bodies, the o- 
ther from the Confideration of Plea- 
ſure abſtratted. The Firſt of theſe is _ 
occaſioned by a ſecret and unexprefſli- | 
ble Agreement of Tempers, by which 
upon the preſence of each other, the 
Senſes are delighted, we know not why; - 
It 
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it being a myſtery .jn nature , -and per. 


haps - founded in a grateful Tranſpi- 
ration -of Spirits from one to the 
other.” 

T HE Conſideration of Beauty ſeem- 
eth peculiar to the Love of Men; bey 
cauſe no Beaſt is obſerved to make any 
DiſtinCtion between Lineaments and Fea- 
tures, nor upon any account of ſhape 
and Colours to be delighted with each 
other. Wherein Man exceeds the Ca- 
pacity of Beaſts, in being able to note 
and admire the Workmanſhip of G OD 
in the decent Order of Symmetry and 
Proportion. | | 

HUMANE Afﬀecion and Divine | 
Love are near allyed, yet of ſeveral 
Kinds. If you take the Love of Rea- 
lon in its utmoſt Height, it is always 
iivine. For it 1s comformable to the 
Love of GOD in its meaſures and De- 
grees, in its Effects and Cavſes, For } 
the Loveof GOD is 1t {elf the Love of | 
perfect Reaſon. And as the Reafon of 
his Love is Infinite and. Eternal, ſo is | 
its Operation. But in a lower Accep- 
tation Humane Love difters from Divine; 
it being founded upon Temporal Cauſes, 
Vivacity, Wit, Learning, Beauty, -Be- 
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haviour, Moral Honeſty, Fidelity, Kind- 
neſs, Goodneſs; Power, Majeſty, Wealth, 
Nobility, Worth, Vertue, and the like. 
But all theſe may be exalted, when they 
are Sandified, and made Divine by the 
ſuperadded cqucurrence of Caleſtial 
Cauſes. For whena Man loves another, 
becauſe _ he is; made in the , Image of 
COD, and by the Beauty of his Soul 
IS ſomething more than Humane, this 
Love is made Sacred, and receives a 
Grace from - the Influences of Reli- 
100. 

DIVINE Love ſtrictly ſo cal led, 1s 
founded on Eternal Caulcs. agrccable 
to the Lite of Heaven, Delighttul to 
GON , and Plealmg to the An- 

els. | 

I F Divine Love betakenin the highe/# 
Senſe, there is none but in GOD. 
For 1t 1s his Pecaliar Prerogative to 
Love without Obligation or Reward, 
to be the Sole Author of all Felicity. 
and to over-ftlow with Goodneſs of 
himſelf freely, without any {Mot:ve, to 
prevent the Beauty and Exiltence of his 
Object, and; to Love from all Eternity 
in an immutable manner :; And this 1s 
the nature of Divine Love.,.. Howbcit 
CVEn 
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even here. are infinite Ends and Cauſes of | 


his Love, tho they are all in Himſelf - For 
he Loves, that he may Love, and begets 
that Love which is his Eſſence. His Love 
1s the foundation of all his Treaſures, the 
Cauſe and End of the wholeCreation,and 
that alone by which he proceeds from 
himſelf (to all his Creatures, and by 
thoſe )to himſelf again for ever. All his 
Kingdome and Greatneſs and Pleaſure, 
all bis Wiſdome and Gooaneſs,all his Life 
and Perfe@ion 1s ſeated in Love, which 
is his Beauty and his Holineſs, his Boun- 
ty and his Gadhead. He Loves there- 
fore that he may be all Beauty and 
Goodneſs, and Holinefs , and that 
he may enjoy himſelf and the Eternal 
Pleaſure of his Eſſence 1n Glory and 
Bleſledneſs for ever. 

IT is GOD alone that Loves by his 
Eſlence, Angels and Men may Love by 


Inclination, but their Afﬀection 1s Acct- | 
dental to their nature, begins in time, } 
may alter and ceaſe, It 1s ſubject to } 
Chance, Obligation and Reward, and | 
Ought to be guided according tothe Plea- | 
ſure of an Migher Agent. In this it | 
differs from the Love of God, but in ! 
many things there 1s a great Ren 

and } 
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F # and proportion between them. | For 
; GOD has made the love of Angels 


and men ſo like his own, by extending 
their Knowledge to all objeds, that in- 
finite PerfeCtions are contained in their 


| love. It is as GODLIKE asany Thing 
| created iscapable of being ; for Almigh- 
| ty Power and infinite Wildome are em- 
ployedin the produttion of it. 
FOR the better anderftanding 'of 
this Love, we will conſider ir in the 
power of Loving, in the inclination to 
Love, in its at and Perfection, It may 
ſeem a ſurprizing verity > but the Pow- 
| | er of Loving is as neceſſary to Bleſſed- 
| neſs and Glory as life it ſelfe; an in- 
clination to love as neceflary as the Pow- 
erzand the act of Love as neceſlary as 
the Inclination, The world . is uſeleſs 
without Life, and Life without Love, 
the Body without the Soul, the Soul 
S without the Power of Loving , the 
3 Power of Loving without the Inclina- 
 Y tion, the Inclination without the ACt. 
Fy IN the Power of Laving Iſhall note 
nothing at preſent , but its Extent and 
Capacity. In Beaſts it 1s confined, but 
in Men it 1s Endleſs. As a Beaſt is un- 
able to examine what ſpaces are above 


the 
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the Heavens, ſo is it unable!to extend 
its Afﬀeaions beyond the memory of 
things perceived , for a Beaſt cannot 
repreſent fo it ſelf the Idea's of its Proge- 
nitors; nor ſce into Ages that are be, 
fore its birth , nor conterplatc Objetts 
that will be aſter it is Dead; But man 
can ſee, and know, and love any objef, 
in any Age or Kingdom ur the World, 
He can Iok into any Regfon , tho. jt 
be never fo far removed and'be 
2s familiary converſant” with any Perſon 
or Tranfi&tion there, when repreſented 
once 1n aclear Light, as. with any Ob. 
Jef in his own country; He can look in- 
to Edentonlider Adans Duft in its firſt 
- Creation , 'fuarvey the Procedure of 
Cod in his Six Dayes Works,. paſs out 
of Time into FEtcrnity it' ſcf, run up to 
the Original and fountain Head of all 
exiſtence, ponder the 'namite of GOD, 
ſearch in tis Boſam for his Eternal! Coun: 
fels\ picrcc into the Centre of the Earth, 
and tinvey the Circumference of all Fni- 
mcniity, His Love canfollow his Knows | 
ledg in all its lights, while in ſpirit he | 
can be preſent with all the Angels, He 
Is able ro LOvenot only his Family and # 
Relation®, but all the City and Coun- # 


try | 
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try Sr he liveth, all the Kingdoni, 


all the Cities and Kingdoms in the world, 


all the Generations in all Kingdoms, al] the 
Spirits of Juſt men made perfect, all the 
Cherubims and Seraphins, and GOD 
bleſſed for ever. This 1s the extent - 
The capacity of Love is ſo alſufficient, 
that his Aﬀection 1s not diminrſhed, but 
the more heloves one, the more he is 


able, and the more inclined to love all. 
that are united- to him. As in ordina- 


ry friendſhip, the more we love the Fa- 
ther, the more we love his Wife and all 
his children, For the more we love 
any Perſon, the [more we love all that 
love him, or are beloved by 'him. As 
the reaſons of our Love increaſe, fo 


may -our Love it felfe; the capacity ot 


Love being ſotindeficient,that it never can 
be exceeded,or frtrounted by itsObject, 

FHE Capaciry of Love being fo ex- 
ceeding valt, multiplies and heightens in 
the Soul of man, that is aptto overflow 
of its own Accord. For notilyng is 10 
prone to communicate it Kit as that 
Active Principle of Loves 'thir Soul 
which is Generons' and Divine, being 
diſpoſed to the exerciſe of Love, Wha 
cauſe therein it findeth its Proper Ele- 
ment, 


hs 
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ment. The very Sun is not mere inclin- 
ed to communicate its Bearns, then the 
Sonl to love. For the Soul being made 
in the Image of GOD, who 1s Love 
by his Eſſence, muſt needs be like him 
in Power and Inclination, and is made 
for nothing elſe but the Attainment of 


its perfection, ſo that it can never reſt, | 


till it actually love after his fimilitude, 
Some Operation it muſt of Neceſſity 
have, For as all Life, ſo all pleaſure 
is founded in Action, 

IF Love in its Perfection be confi. 
dered, all that is lovely 1s Beloved by 
the ſoul 3 all the Capacity of Love is 
filled with its objects, and all the Good- 
neſs of the Creator and his Creatures, 
at once enjoyed; Itis the Life and plea- 
ſure and enlargment of the Soul, it is 
the Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and Glory 
of the Soul, I confeſs there be many 
Errors and Diſeaſes in Loves and that 
Love is alwayes miſerable, in its Effe&s, 
that is vicious 3 yet It ſo bewitches the 
Sences, that the Soul being captivated 
by the Force of preſent Delight is vi- 
olently carried in an irrefiſtible appetite 
to thole Things which Reafon con- 
demnes, and advifes to ſhun as Evil. 
Meded's 
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Aadea's faftion molt prevails in the 
World. 
— Video meliora probogite, 
Deteriora Sequor. | 
LOVE is ther a vice, when it 1s1r- 
rational and illegal, rebellious and Sen- 
ſual, Blind, DefeCtive , Unjuſt, Abſurd. 
When Evil things are beloved, when 
Good things are preferred above the 
Better, and the Belt nepletted. _- 

VERTHOUS Love js that which 
proceedeth from a well governed under. 
ſtanding, and is ſeated in a Will that 
is guided by Reaſohi, It renders to all 
q things their Juſt Dane, and is the Powet- 
ful Parent of all Kind of Vertues: This 
Love may be conſidered either in its 
Properties, or Effetts, the laſt of which 
relate to the Soul it ſelf, ro the Con- 
verſation of the whole man, to all 
its Objects, when it is well under- 
ſtood, it will be found the proper and 
immediate Means by which we attain 
OUr Perfection and Felicity. 


CHAP. VII. 

What Benefit GO D himſelf does #24 
ceive by his Eternal Love. That when 
our Love is made compleat and Per- 
fe, it will be like his, and the Be- 
zefit of it will be Eternal. 


;EFORE we can fully diſcern the 
Benefit of Love, or fee the Glo- | 
ry of it in all its high and admira- 
ble Effects, we muſt confider what Love is 
and doth in GOD. For as we have laid, 
The Life of GOD is Love ; nay the Apo- | 
{tte ſauth, G 0 D 7s Love: By Loving he be- | 
got his Love, And if his Love be his God- 
head, his Eflence is an infinite and Eternal 
Act of Love, by extending which through 
all infinity, and by Loving Eternally, he 
begot his infinite and Eternal Eflence : 
which is the Love that filleth all Worlds 
with Bcauty and Glory. When you 
conſider it weil, An Act of Love 18begot- 
tenby Loving « And if his Wiſldome, and | 
Goodneſs, and Blefſednets, and Glory be 
ſeated in Love, his Love is his Wiſdome 
which 1s the Son of GOD. and his Good- 
neſs, and his Glory, and his Bleſledneſs. 
For ail theſe, tho we conceive them} 
 diverily, are the lame Thing « and - | 
tac 
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the Son of GOD it is ſaid, that he 7s 
the Wiſdom of the Father, and the Brieht- 
zreſs of his jr 2 Glory. He 1s yo 
Life of the Father, by whermr alſo be 
made the Worlds , and the Love of the 
Father for whos all hings were created, 
that are in Heaven, and that are in 
Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they 
be Thrones, or Dominiozs, or Principa- 


lities, or Powers: all Things were created 
by him, and for him, For GOD en. 


joyeth all Things by his Love, which _ 


is his Eternal Son; and made them as 
perfect and delightful as it was poflible 
tor things created to be, that he might 
take Pleaſure in them. As he hinyclf 
is made Glorious and Delightful in the 
Eyes of all Avgels and Men by Love, ſo 
doth his whole Kingdom ariſe and Spring 
from Love, the Beauty and felicity of all 
his Creatures, their Joys and Praiſes, their 
Uſes and Perfectionsare fonnded in-his 
Love', by his Love he begetteth al! his 


| pleaſures in himſelf, by his Love he made 


his Treaſures infinite, ard by that alone 
doth he take infinite Pleaſure and De- 
light in hiwfelf and his Kingdome, Thus 
uſeful i is 'the Love of GOD. | 

Had not GOD from all Eternity Loved, 
G 2 V3 
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had he never deſired, nor delighted: ite 
_ any thing; he had never exerted his Al. 
mighty Power , never communicated his 
Goodnefs,or begot his Wiſdom,never en- 
joyed Himſelf, never applyed himſelfro 
the Production of his Works , never ap- 
peared in his Glory to any ete whatſoever. 
Removing his Love we remove all the 
Properties and EfleCts of his Eflence, and 
are utterly unable to conceive any Idea of | 
his Godhead. For his Power,tho it be Al. | 
mighty, yetif it be Dead and idle, is fruit- | 
leſs and Deformed. Idle Power is not the 
Etfence of the Deity, but a meer Privation | 
and Vacniry or at leaſt a poſitive Being 
as ipnobleas it is unactive. "The Reaſon of 
his Works s founded in Love, fo are al] 
the Obligations, that are Jaid upon his 
Creatures to acore him. All their Re- 
wards are founded in Love, and by Love 
prepared : All his Laws are the Laws of 
Love, all his Attributes and Counſcels 
are Love, in fevera} formes, acting up- 
on ſeveral occaljonss When his Love 
communicates it ſelf in Joys to inno- 
cent Creatures, It 1s Goodneſs, when it at- 
1xains the moſt perfelt End by the molt } 
pertcct means, It is ## 1ſdome ; when } 
ir reſcues guilty Creatures from Hell, it | 
1s | 
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1s Mercy; when it puniſhes the Rebelli- | 
ous itis Juſtice; when it inſpires Odzdi- 
ence into any obſtinate Perſon, it is 
Grace 3 When it delights in the Beauty 
of all its Works, it is Bleſſedneſs 3 when 
it appears in the perfection of its works, 
It ts glory. For Glory is the perfection 
of Beauty, that ari{eth from, and is ſeat- 
ed inthe luſtre of excellent Actions, dif- 


covering the interral Properties of an cx- 


cellent Agent, which is by thoſe his Pro- 
perties and Actions made Delightful to 
all Judicious Speators. 

NOR is it onely in G © D, but in us- 
alſo that the fruits and Benefits of Love 
are incflable, For by loving, as it ought 
to do, the Soul acquires its own Perfectt- 
on, avd 1s vnited to all its Objects, 
By loving as it ought to do, it 15 made 
Holy, and Wiſe, and Good, and Amia- . 
ble, Onely by Loving does it embraces 
the Delights of which 1t is capable. 
Love is the root and Soul of thoſe Acti- 
ons for which a Creature 1s defired, and 
praiſed by others. 

I T isaninfinite Advantage, that we 
are able to. live in GODS Image, 
it we pleaſe: For if GOD alone be in- 
ftnitely Glorious and Blelled, there is 
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no way for us to become Glorious 
and Bleſſed, but by being made, either by 
our ſelves, or ſome other, like unto him, 

BY nature he hath implanted the Sj- 
militude of his power : which we are 
to improve by Grace, turning it into 
Act after his Similitude, To be able 
to Love is neither Grace nor vcrtue, 
but a meer Gift of GOD, a natural 
Endowment, which may be Blaſted, or 
compleated. Actually to love 1s the 
Work of vertuez for by that Act we 
enjoy our Felicity. EL - 

HAD GOD limited and confined 
our underſtanding, our power of Loy- 
ing had been ſhut up in Bounds. 'Had 
he made it infinite, but not prepared 
objects for the ſame, our Love had been 
deluded, and had loſt its force. Had 
he made ſome Objcas, but not ſo ma- 
ny as it was capable of Loving, it had 
. _ been Superfluous and diflatisfied 5 Had 
- he prepared Obje&ts innumerable and 
Endleſs, but made them evil, our Love 
had been irrational, had he command- 
ed us to Love them; Had he made 
more Objects then we wereable to love, 
we had been diſcontented + But having 
made all Objects infinitely Amiable and 
| Do Glorious, 
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Glorious, and filled hisImmenſity and 
Eternity with himſelfe ,, and with the 
Luſtre of his Aftions, Love igan infinite 
Vertue, becauſe nothing is wanting, but. 
an At of Love toenjoy 'them, 

IF they are all Amiable. in all Re- 
ſpe&ts, they are all according to our 

defi 


Hearts defire, in their Natures, Places, 


Durations, Ends, Occaſions, Cauſes , 
Uſes, Service , Relations, Properties , 
Operations, ec. All things, as they im- 
mediatly proceed from him, are 1n.all 
reſpe&ts moſt perfeftly pleaſing. And 
if we have an Eye to ſee and diſcern 
this, and a Soul able to reſent the Be- 
nefitz if our nature be ſovalt and per- 
feft, as to ſee and take pleaſure in al] 
their Circumſtances; 1t ts the moſt un- 
reaſonable and braitiſh thing in the wor la 
to withdraw our Affection from them, 
nay it is worſe then Dzabolical. For we 
Kill our felves, we blaſt our Felicity, 
we offend GOD, we ſlight the Beau- 
ty of all his Creatures , we break his 
Laws, we a& againlt nature , we dark- 
cn the Light and Splendor of our Souls, 
we deface his Image , we grieve his 
Love, we do the molt vicious and abo- 
minable thing that 1s nmaginable,, Put 
CG 4 it 
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if we excite and a waken our Power, 
we take in the Glory of all objects, 
ve live unto them, we are ſenſible of 
them, we delight in them, we transform 
our ſouls into Aﬀs of Love and Know- 
| Tedge, we proceed out of our ſelves 
into all Immenſities and Eternities, we 
render all Things their Due, w e reap 
the Benefit of all, we are Juſt, and 
Wiſe, and Holy, we are Grateful to 
GOD. and Amiable in being ſo : We 
are not divided from, but united to 
him, in all his Appearances, Thoughts, 
Counſels, Operations ; we adorn our 
fouls with the Beauty of all objects 
whatioever, are transformed into the 1- 
mage of GOD, live in communion with 
kim, nay live in him, and he in us, are 
made Kings and Prieſts unto G OD, and 
his ſons foreyer ; There is an exact and 
pleaſant Harmony between us and all 
the Creatures : We are in a-Divine and | 
ſpiritual Manner made as it were Ornni- | 
preſent with all Objects ( for the Sonl is | 
preſent only by an ACt of the underlſtand- 
Ing ) and the Temple of all Eternity 
does it then becom,when the Kingdom of | 
GOD is ſeated within it, as the world isin | 
the Eye 3 while it lives,and feels, and ſees, 
and þ 
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and enjoyes, in every objettto which 1t 1s 
exterlect is own & its objectsPerfection. 
IF by our voluntary Remitneſs , ar 
Miſtake , or Diſorder , we dote upon 
one Object, or ſuffer ſome few things 
ro engage onr Souls ſo intirely, as to 
forget 'and neglect all the reſt, we 
rob all thoſe we deſert, of their due 
Eſteem, and abridge our ſe]ves of that 
Libertyand Extent, wherein the great- 
neſs of our ſoul conliſtett. As if the 
Sun, that is made to ſhine upon all the 
World, ſhould withdraw its Beams from 
the Stars and the Heavens, and chul:: 
to ſhine upon nothing elſe bur a Spire 
of Graſle, a grain of Duſt, or alittle 
ſand. We loſe innamerable Objects, ann 
confine our ſelves to the Love of vr, 
by ſacrificing all our Aﬀection to tir, 
become guilty of 7dolatry in one retpccd, 
of Atheiſm in another, For we elcvatc 
that Creature which we love alone, 1n- | 
to theplace of GOD, and we rob thi 
Creator of that ſ'1pream afic&tion which is 
due unto him - And in ſodoing bereave | 
our ſelves of tke Sovereign Object, in the 
fruition of which all the reſt arc jap- 
pily enjoyed. Thus when a man {1a 
Loveth tis Wife, or Child. en, as tode- 
{viſe 


fe 


ſelves by the Fall : And there is, great 
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{piſe all mankind, he forfeits his Intereſt 
in all Kingdoms, and the Beauty of 
all Ages 1s taken from his Eys, his 
Treaſures are contracted, and his Fez 
licity is maimed, and made Defe- 
Give. When a Covetous man doteth 
on his Bags of Gold, the Ambitious 
on Titles of Honor, the Drunkard on 
his Wine, the Luttful Goat on his Wo- 
men, the fogliſh HeGor 'on his Dice 
and Duels, they baniſh all other Ob. 
jects, and live as abſurdly, as if a King 
ſhould relinquiſh his Crown, and cone 
fine his Thoughts and Care toa Coun, 
try Mannor. 

I will not deny, but that there are 
many Diſorders and Evils in the World, 
many Deformities, Sins, and Muteries : 
but I fay two things; firſt that in the 
Eſtate of innocency, wherein all things 
proceeded purely from GOD, there 
was no Sin, nor fickneſs, nor Death, | 
nor Occaſion of Complaing or Calamity. | 
Secondly, that all the Evils that are now | 
in the world , men brought on them- 


need of diſtinguiſhing between the * 
works of GOD, andthe works of men. ? 
For all that GOD did is Lovely and } 

Divine Þ 
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Divine : nothing is bitter and diſtaſteful, 
but what we have done- himſelf ſurveyed 
the whole Creation, and pronounced 
concerning every Thing, that it was ex- 
ceeding Good, So that he was 1n all his 
Works an Objet of Complacency. 
To theſe we add two Confiderations 
more ; That of all the Evils and Mi- 
cheits which men have introduced. 
there is not one left arcorreFed in his 
Kingdome, Secondly, that G O'D bring- 
cth Order out of Confuſion, Light ort 
of Darkneſs, Good out of Evil, and by a 
Providence irreſiſtable, and a Power 1nf1- 
nite,ſo limiteth and divideth all.;that even 
Evils themſelves become the Matter of his 
Vidory , the Ground of his Triumph : 
They are all improved ; and he makes the 
Greateſt Evils Objects of Joy and Glory. 
NOW if all Things before GOD 
are fit to be enjoyed, all Good T hings 
perfect, all Evil overcomes if without 
any Change of Place or Scttuation, all 
Things are naked and. open before his 
Eyes, and there be no Walls to exclude, 
or Skreens to hide, no Gulph to paſs, nor 
Diſtance to over come, but all things 
equaliy ncer and fair ; there 15 ſome Hope, 
tnat the fame Felicity 15 Prepared = 
| h tHe 
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the ſoul which is made in his Image, 
and that every thing, being fit for GOD, 
is full of infinite Depth and Beauty, 
For which Cauſe St. John being in Spirit 
ſaw all the Kingdomes of the World, 
become the Kingdomes of the Lord and 
of his. Chriſt, and heard every Creature 
which is in Heaven, and on the Earth, 
and under the Earth, and ſnch as are 
inthe Sea, and all that is in them, ſay- | 
ine Bleſſing, and Honor, and Glory, and | 
Power, be unto him that Sitteth upon the | 
Threne,and to the Lamb for evermore. T his | 
we are the rather induced to believe, | 
becauſe the Faithful Servant is comman- | 
<&d to enter into the Joy of his Lord, | 
and our Maſters Joys are the Rewards 
'of Bclievers. Our Savionr telleth us 
his Lord will make his Wife Servant 
Ruler over all bis Goods, in one-place, 
and over all that he hath in ano- 
ther. | | 
T © ſee beyond all Seas, and through - 
all mnterpoſing Skreens and Darknelles, | 
1s the Gift of the UnderltanJing , and 
to be able to Love any Object beyond | 
the Skies, any Thing that is Good from 
the Centre of the Earth to the High: Þ 
Heavens, is the Property of the Soul; | 

| which } 


# 
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whith it exerciſeth here by Parts, and De. 
grees, but ſhall at once exert at the Day 
of Conſummation. The Infinity of the Fa« 
ther in the Son, & the Godhead of the Sohn 
in theHolyGhoſt will entirely be enjoyed. 

I T is the Glory of man, that his Avarice 
is inſatiable,and his Ambition infinite,that 
his Appetite carries him to innumerable. 
Pleaſures,and that his Curioſity 1s fo End= 
lefs, that were he Monarch of the World, 
it could not fatisfie his Soul, but he wonld 
be curiouſly inquiſitive into the original 
and End of Things, and be concerned 


in the Nature of thofe that are beyond 
the Heavens. For having met withan 
infinite Benefactor , he would not be 


tit for his Bounty, could any finite Ob- 
ject ſatisfie his Defire : and for this Cauſe 
1s his Reafon ſo inquiſitive, to ſec whe- 
ther every thing be Delightful to his 
Eſtence 3 which, when he tindeth agrea- 
ble to his Wiſh, and to exceed his [ma- 
gination, tt 1s impoſſible to declare how 
his Avarice and Ambition will both re- 
joyce, how much his Appetite will be 
latisfied , and his Curioſity delighted. 
To lit in the Throne of GOD anyto 
enjoy Communion with him, in thoſe 
Things which neither Eye hathfeen, nor 
: Ear 


\ 
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Far heard, nor hath it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive, 1s no mean 
thing.: the Advancement 1s infinitely 
Grearer, then. we are ableto underſtand, 
No young man can gaze upon a Beay- 
_ teous face,with greater Pleaſure, no 
Epicures Sence be raviſhed with more 
Delight, than that which he apprehends 
in ſo Glorious a fruition. -, | 
T HE yery light of other mens Souls, 

ſhining in the Ads. of their Underſtand- 
ing throughout all Eternity, and ex. 
tending themſelves in the Beams of Love 
through , all Immenſity, and thereby 
transformed (every one of them) into 
a Sphear of Light comprehending the 
Heavens, every Angel and. every Spi- 
rit being a Fempleof GO DS Omnis« 
preſence and PerfeCtion ; this alone will 
be a raviſhing Spectacle to that Goodneſs, 
which delights to fee innumerable Pof+ 
fettors of the Same Kingdeme « Much 
more will the Perfe&ion of the King- 
dome it ſelf, which by infinite Wiſdome 
is ſo conſtituted, that every one is the 
Sovercign Objec, the Firſt born, and 
Sole heir, and End of the Kingdome; 
Every one the Bride of GOD, every {7 
one there a King, yet without Confuſion, ; 

. OT 
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or Diminution , every one diſtinctly , 
enjoying all, and adding to each others 
fruition. | 

T © underſtand all this, and not to 
delight in it , is more miſerable: then 
not to underitand it. To ſeeit, withz 


{ out being able to enjoy it, is to pine 


away in a priſon, from whence we lſce 
the Glory of a Palace,” and repine in our 
miſery at the Pleaſures of thoſe that are 
about it: To delight in theſe Things, 
without being affecied with them ; 1s 1m- 
pollible. Nor is there any AfﬀedGtion 
but that of Love, whereby we can en- 
joy them. 

T HE Angels {ce the Glory of GODS 
Kingdom and delight init ; the Damn- 
cd ſce the Joys of the Bleſſed, and are 
tortured by them; the Wicked upon 
Earth neither ſee, nor are affefed with 
them 3 the Saints on Earth apprehend 
them in part, and believe them, delire 
and endeavour after them they wait 
with Expectation for the whole, and by 
certain degrees, as 1t were ina Giafs, en* 
joy the Image and Reflection of them: 
As many asthey comprehend, they actw- 
ally delight in: for their love is awak- 
cned, and extended to the goodneſs « 

. al 
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all they underſtand , which it feeds 
upon by meditation, and turnes into 


Nouriſhment, for the Beneftit of their. 


Souls, which are made more Great, and 
Strong, and Vigorous by their Fruiti- 
ons. Bur without Love, it is eafie to 
{ce, that no Goodneſs can be at all en- 

joyed. | 
G O D does deſire Love front us , 
becauſe his Wiſdone very well knows , 
that without Love the World would 
be in vain, and the End of the Creati- 
on fruſtrated : his Goodneſs 1s diffuliye 
and infinitly delires to communicate it 
ſelf, which it cannot do, unleſs 1t 'be 
Beloved. To receive it, 1s the higheſt 
ſervice we can do unto it, nothing be- 
Ing more agreeable to the Nature of 
his Goodneſs, then that it ſhould be en- 
joved. His Bleſſedneſs conliſteth 1n the 
pleaſure he taketh in the Felicity of 0- 
thers, and brancheth it ſelf our into 
two Parts, the Pleaſure of Communi- 
cating all ro otbers, and the pleaſure of 
receiving all froth others, in the fatis- 
faction which he rtaketh ro ſee others 
Bictied, in the Returns of thoſe joys and 
Praiſes, which are offered up to his 
Goodneſs and Glory. His Glory dehres 
tO 
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to be ſeen, and delighted in + To be 
eſteemed and beloved: :-to be honored 
and admired, 15 nattiral to. Glory, the 
Brightneſs of whoſe ſplendor 1s . more 
Senſibly Pleafant in the Reflection of 
its face, and in the Joy that it makes 
in anothers 'Soul. His Holineſs takes 
Pleaſure in pure and upright Actions, 
ofall which Love is the fountain. There. 
is an ObjeZive' fitzeſs and Excellency in 

Love, for which it is infinitely valued 
q by him, --Te-i1s-one of the firſt and im- 
{ mediate Properties of Love to delireto 
J be beloved, to make its object moſt 

Amiable and Beautiful, as well as Bleſs 

fed; tobe united to it; to have its own 

Goodneſs acknowledged, its Efſence ap- 

proved, its excellency.defired, admired 


and delighred in; to ſee all its Actions, 


Appeararwes,' Gifts and Tokens eltcem- 
ed; and to feel its own Efficacy , :1n 
the Grateful Acceptance it finds in the 
Raptures it occafions,.-in the flames-1t 
enkindles in anothers Soul. -: Now Love 
15 the fountain of all Hgnour, Gratitiide;, 
Praiſe and Efteem ; By. Love the Soul 
Is transformed into [the .Similitude., of 
z OD, by.love made'Bright and Beau=. 
tul, all 1ts Bleſſedneſs and Glory, are: 

H founded 
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founded m its Love, it is by Love it felf 
made Communicative and Difiuſive, and 
Great, and Rich, and. as the Scripture 
ſpeaketh, fit for Delights, All Obedi. 
ence and ſervice are founded in Love; 
And if a Creature, that is Beloved, muſt 
freely give up.it; ſelf to anothers Plea- 
{yre, before it; can ſhewits Love, or in- 
tirely be enjoyed 3 Love is of all other | 
things in the World moſt fit to anſwer | 
Love, becauſe the very heart and Soul | 
is given thereby to the Perſon that de- | 
fires: It. | 
LOVE ts the Fountain of all Pe- 
netits and Pleaſures. Houſe,Eſtate, and 
Lands, Authority, Wealth, and Pow- 
er, Life it felf is conſecrated and De- 
yated by a Lover to his Object. S 
that on our fide. all isgivento GOD , 
by. Love, as well as by Love it ref ,, 
ccived from lum. The Heavens and theÞ ; 
Earth. and all the Creatures are Gifs] . 
and . Fokens. of his Love, Menand An-W ,, 
gels are aPrefentof his Love, which bel | 
hath infinitely. . adorned , and made 
endlefsly ſerviceable to every Soul that 
is: Beloved. All theſe. his Love would 
have us to receive: With a due Eſteom, 
ad therefore. is: it thati of his. _ 
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he will have us to exerciſe our reaſon 
aright, and Love them as much as their 
Goodneſs deſerveth. When we'ſce and un- 
derſtand their Excellence, and Eſteem 
them: according to the tranſcendent va= 
lue that appeareth in them, we-adorn 
our- ſelves with their fair Ideas, we 
enlarge and beaurifie- our Souls with 
Bright and clear. Apprehenſtons ,. and. 
which is much more, with regular and 
well ordered AﬀecCtions, we enrica our 
ſelves, :and increaſe our Greatneſs (in 
the fruition of his Gifts) we are lively, 
and pleaſant, and vigorous Creatures,full 
of Knowledge,and Wiſdome,and Good- 
neſs, and fit to offer: up all theſe things 
unto him agaiz, while we empty them as | 
Helps and Advantages in that. Service 
which. we pay untohim- . For onr Love 
to himſelf 1s, enkindled by. theſe Incen-. 
tives, and while we facrifice our ſelves 
and them unto him,we delight in nothing 
more then to ſee him, that 1s ſo Great in 
Loveand Bounty,the Author and Pollcſ- 
{or of all his Glories, 
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of theE xcellency of Ti ruth,as it is the Objedt 
and Cauſe of Fertue. The Matter and form 
of PFertuous Attions. That their form is 
infinitely more Excellent then their Mat- 
ter, and the Heathen Morality infinitely 
defe@ive and ſhort of the Chriſtian. 


Go not fee that Ariſtotle made the 

End of Vertue any other then a finite 
and temporal Felicity, which 1s infinitely 
ſhort of that felicity which 1s here begun, 
and cnjoygd for ever. He did not make | 
GOD the Object and End of the Soul, 
and it all Acts are diſtinguiſhed into their 
Kinds by their Objccts and their Ends, 
thoſe Vertues mult be infinitely baſe, that 
have no other Objects or Ends, but Crea- 
tures; andrthoſe only Divine and Noble, 
that flow from aninhnite and Eternal O- | 
rigina], reſpect an infinite and Eternal 
Object, reſt 'in an Infinite and Eternal 
End. His Difmition of Felicity import- 
eth all this, but his Behavior makes me to | 
tear he d1d not underſtand it : As Sere* | 
ca lack!ly hit upon that ſaying, Dexs me 
| | | folun Þ 
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olum dedit toti mundo,totun Mfuncum 71i- 
4; foli, GOD gave me alone to all the 
World, and all the World to me alone ; 
yet could not underſtand it. For had he 
Known what it was he ſaid, he would have 
made a better uſe of it, and been more co- 
pious and explicite inthe llJuſtration, An 
actual Reſpe& had to infiniteObligations 
and Rewards, a Deſire in every action 
to pleaſe an infinite and eternal Lover, to 
Glorifie a Divine and Endleſs Bencfactor, 
to bring forth the fruits of infinite Bene- 
fits, and to betraely Grateful for all the 
Advantages of a mans Creation, that is 
made to have Dominion over all the 


World; theſe are Iigher and betrer 


' Qualifications of thoſe Vertuons A- 


&ions which Chriſtians perform , than 
Heathens underſtood Ard yet it nature 
were diveſted of its Corruption , the 
Natural Man, that 1s, no Chriſtian,mighr, 
by the Light of Nature, be fitted to un- 
derſtand them. And the Trath is, I won- 
dermuch , ( the World being fo Beau- 
tiful and Glorious in evety Eye, {o really 
deep and valuable in Worth, ſo peculiar- 
ly applied to the uſe and ſerviceof every 
perſon ; ) that the Hcathens did mils the. 
fruition of it, and fail to meaſure them- 
| H' 3 {clves 
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ſelves and'their Felicity, by the Great- 
neſs of its Beauty, and the Joy which 
all the Creatures ought to produce in 
the mind of Man by their real Services, 
For the Earth is really better than if all its 
Globe were of beaten Gold , the Seas 
are better than if all their Abyſles were 
full of Diamonds,the Air 1s better,than if 
all the ſpace between us and thedkys weig 
tu!l of Scepters,and the Sun alone a grea- 
terTreaſure then all the wealthy Mines in 
the Indies: every man is ſurrounded with 
all the Light of their Advantages, and ſo 
much ſerved by them, as if no man but 
himſelf were alive in the World, $0 
that it is a natural and eaſte Inyeltigation; 
even for Heathens themſelves, to diſcern 
the myſtery of Bliſs, and to diſcover the 
miſery of Humane Nature to be founded 
in ſome Diſeaſe of the Will,-or LUnder- 
ſtanding: And to return from Inadver- 
tency and Sloth, to Truth and Righ Rea- 
ſon, which was the ready: Way to true 
Felicity. Fot they Knew not the Arca- 
n#: or Hidden myſtery of Divine | aws, 
nor the Excellency and Perfection of 1m- 
mortal Souls,which make every one a S0- 
veraign and Iranſcendent Creature ; yet 


_ they might eaſily obſerve the miſerable 


Eficcts 
( 


._ of Truth. 
Eftets of Eternal Solitude, and in ex» 
ternal Services, how uſeful and comforta- 
ble men were ordained by Nature to be 
to one another. 

EVERY man Lovesto have manyEys 
fixt on his Beauty, and to have many De- 
lightfual Objects and TranſaCtions for his 
own. Be the Theatre never {o Magaoift- 
cent, the Actions and the Actors,are more 
Delightful to the SpeQators than the 
Gildings, and Dead Engravings. Were 
all other men removed out of the World 
to make room for one, the empty Theatre 
would remain, but the Spectacle be Joſt, 
all the Cities, and Kingdoms, and Ages 
would be removed, with all that was 
lively, and rare, and Miraculous in all 
their Occurrences, Palaces, and Icm- 
ples had been prevented , Houſcs* and 
Villages, Fields and Vineyards! The 


World had been a Wilderneſs overgrown 


with Thorns, and Wild Beaſts, and Ser- 
pents : Which now by the Labor ot ma- 
ny hands, is reduced to the Beauty and 
Order of Eder. Itis by Trades and Oc- 
 cupations that a mangets him Corn, and 

Wine, and Oy], &c. all which he would 
have been without had he never ſcen a- 
ny Company but himſelf z condemned 
4 to 
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to Idleneſs and/melancholly, Vertnes 


and Praifes had been things unknown , 
Admiration and Honor, Love and Know- 
ledge the myſteries of Religion and Pie- 
ty, all the ſpeculations of Wiſdom, for 
want of Education had been loſt, at leaſt 
the Sence and Exerciſe of theſe Bright and 
Glorious Things, for wont of Conver- 
ſation: Corrupted Nature being prone 
to afford no other fruits but Barbariſm 
and Ignorance in that Solitary Conditi- 
on. For the Powers of the Soul are im- 
proved by Tradition - and 1t 1s by the 
Information of others that our minds are 
awakened to perceive the Dignity of our 


own Nature, the Value of all the Crea- - 


tures, and our Intereſt unto them. 

But Religion teaches us far more, the 
Beginning and the End of the World, 
how highly we are honored, and beloved 
of G OD, the Manner wherein we are 
ro converſe with him, the tranſcendent 
Excellency of Souls,and the Divine Per- 
ftect1ons of the Deity , What his Omni- 
preſence and Eternity is, how we are to 


be enlarged in our Apprehenfions and ' | 
Deſires, and prepared for infinite and E- | 


ternal fruitionsz; in what Quality, and 
Capacity, we are to live in the world, 
and 


( 
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and Exerciſe Vertue, how we arc to ſpend 


our T ime, and employ our Powers on all . 


Objects, every one as Lord of the Crea- 
tion and the friend of GOD! How all 
Angels and Menare commanded to Love 
us as themſelves, and by that Love to 
ſerve and delight us more, than by all o- 
ther Actions and: Offices whatfocver - 
That every Soul is a more excellent Being 
than the viible World, more nearly allv- 
ed to God, and more precious in it ſclt 
than any Treaſure whatfocver: Thar it 
1s endued with Powers, Inclinations and 


Principles ſo ftly ſubſervicart and conduz 


cive to Bleſlednets, that any one of rheſe 
15 more Delightful then all inanimate 
Things ; in the Contemplation and En- 
joyment of which we may juttly be loſt 
in Wonder and Extaſte. - All this by the 
Light of Nature is afferted, but covercd 
with fo Groſs a vail, that we difcern it 
not, till it 1s newly revealed by the 
Miniſtery of Men. And upon al] Py Ac- 
counts areMen th:m{elves, (Which are ge- 
nerally miſtaken tg be Impediments ) 
Means & Afliſtances of our Happy living. 

BUT however familiar,and near.and 
calie theſe Great and evident TI ruths ap- 
pear, it ſo happened, that the en 

tn- 
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Philoſophers were Blind unto them, and 
in the mid{t of their Searches after Fe- 
licity {; failed of the Diſcovery ; they 
became vain in their Imaginations, pla- 
cing felicity ina meer Apathy,or conceit. 
ed 'Avragzaa, a ſelf-ſufficiency 5 or In a 
brave Contempt of all misfortunes, ina 
forced Contentment Dark and empty, or 
in Senſual Pleaſures, or in the Goodsof 
fortune, either alone, or conjoyned with 
thoſe of the Soul and Body, which they 
lamely enumerated, and knew not how 
to imploy 3 as if the Diſcovery of the 
higheſt and beſt Truths in nature, had 
been reſerved for him that redeemed Na- 
ture,and the Plaineſt Truths had been ap- 
pointed to honor and attend that Relig1i- 
on which brought ſupernatural Myſteries 
to Light, by the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
' BY this laſt the Qualifications of an 
hamble and pious Soul, a Penitent and 
mgm ra" , ſenſible ( at once) of | 
is infinite Guilt and Grandure , were | 
introduced : Another * foundation laid | 
upon the Meritorious Death and Paſlion 
ot GOD, theSonof G OD, a Second | 
Love continued inthe Deity to the miſe- | 
rable after an infinite forfeiture + all the |: 
Oracles, #nd Viſions, and Miracles, by |t 
which | 


( 
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which the Nature of Manis magnified , 
and Ages enlightned;the Minifiry of An* 
gels, and the Diſpenſatians of Provi- 
dence, by which the Clre and Tender- 
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neſs of G OD is ſhewn, the infinite mca- 


ſures and Violencesof his Love, the infi- 
nite Variety and Nunber of Obþligati 
ons, the preſent Advautages and Benefits, 
the Eternal Rewards , the Relation of 
GOD to Man as a Father and 32 
friend, a Bridegroom and. a Ring, a 


Light and Example, the ſweetneſs of 


our Union and Communion with him, 
and the Gift of the Holy Gholt {ent 
down fram Heaven; all theſe Things, 


which the Angels delire 'to9 look into, 


were by the Chriitian Religion (withthe 
relt before mentioned) plainly revealed, 
with our vidory over Death, the Reſur - 
rection of our Bodies, and Life Eternal. 
 I'N the Light of theſe Circumſtan- 
ces the Interior form of Vertuous Acts 
more evidently appears, For to exercue 
Vertue in the Quality and Capacity of 
a Son of GOD, is another ſort of 
Buſtnels, than to cxerciſe Vertue as an 
ordinary Mechanick : and to do all 
tiings being clothed with a Sence of 
our Caleſtial Grandeur, as we aic 
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Heirs of the World, infinitely Beloy. 
ed of GOD, ordained for his Throne, 


Delightful in the Eyes of all, Angelsand 
Men , Beloved and honored by al! 


the Creatures, made Partakers of the 


Divine Nature, intending and defign- 
ing to Pleaſe all Spectators in Heaven 
and Earth ( by the excellency of our 
Attions;) This makes every little Deed 


as it were infinite within ; while the | 


Matter of the Action ſeemeth nothing; 


it renders the Forms Divine and Blel- | 


ſed. 


T HE beſt Ations of the prophaner | 
Heathen fell under the notion of Dead | 


Works: By which name the Apoſtle cal- 


leth all wicked Deeds, to intimate the | 


Privation of all that excellency that 
ought to be in Humane Aﬀtions, Es+ 
very Deed and Thought, of ours ought 
to be I»ſþired with Life from Heaven. 
The Light of the Underſtanding, and 
the vigor of the Will is the Sox! that 
informes it, When it is void of Know- 


ledge,and ſprings not from that ſeries of } 


GODS infinite Love, that ought to a- 
nimate it, nor regardeth thoſe Eternal 
Joys that are ſet before us, rior at all 


conſtders thoſe Obligations that are laid 
upon« þ 


y 


2 
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upon us, it is bereaved of its Fital and Ef- 


ſential form, 1t 1s like a fair Carcaſe with< 


out a Soul, #»ſenſible of thoſe Intereſts 
and Concerns,that ought chiefly tobe va- 
lued and promoted. Andby this you may 
ſee clearly, that the Matter of a Good 
at falles infinitely ſhore of that Per- 
fetion wherewith it ought to be inſpired, 
if this Soxl, or Form be wanting 3 which 
tho leſs viſible to the Eye of fleſh, is of 
as much greater Excellence and Im» 
portance, as the Soul in nature is above 
Body. 

THUS whena Heathen giveth to the 
Poor, the matter of the Act is the very ſelf 
ſame which a Chriſtian man does : So 1s an 
Act of Courage, or Patience, in encoun- 
tring Death ;z the ſubduing of the Ap- 
petite, and the Denial of a Luſt, a piece 
of Juſtice againſt Intereſt and friendſhip, 
an Act of Prudence, Temperance,or Fide- 
lity : In all theſe, if we reſpect the Mat- 
ter of them, Heathens have aGted (in a 
manner) as high.as any Chriſtian,and con- 
ſegquently appear to vulgar - Apprenhen- 
lions as Hereick and Stupehdious, But 
conſider the znfide, the Heathen did it 
that he mighit'fatisfie his Conſcience and 
and pleaſe. the GODS, that he mighe 
VN: D235 acquye 
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acquire honor and mmortal farne, or 
pleaſe the .generous Inclination of his 
own Soul, which delightedin Honor aud 
Worth, or aflert his: ow Principles, or 
five his friends, . or preſerve his Coun. 
try.. And. doubtleſs theſe ate Great and 
brave: conſiderations, 'but. they are /:- 
mited and fixite : and-Sick of. two De- 
fets, ( for the moſt part): that are in- 
curable, . They - were. Sacrifices of O- 
bedience ,to: falſe Gods, plain Idolatry, 
and: attended with mrignorant Loftineſs 
and Height of Mind, that confided in. 
them: and *befides this; they aſpired to 
little more then a Glorious name in fol- 
lowing Ages. 4 iv; — 
. WHEREAS the. Chriſtian makes 

all Kind. of Graces to meet and con-. 
centre in every Attion, Wiſdom, Good- 
nefs, Juſtice, Courage, Temperance, 
Prudence, Humility,, Penitence, Parti- 
ence, Meeknefs , Liberality \,. Cheerful- 
ncſs, Gratitude, Joy in- the Holy Ghoſt, 
Devotion, Piety', Faith,,*' Hope , Cha-. 
rity, all Kind of Holinefg3 And . his 
Action extends to all the Objeds of thefs 
Graces,-and includes their: Cauſes. H6 
remembers the infinite Obligations that 
are laid upon him by thatDeiry, whicty 
infinitely 


of Truth, 
infinitely Loves him 3 the Benefit of the 
Creation, and the Glory of the Divine 
Image, the Guilt of fall, and that blot 
and miſery that lyes upon him, the Won- 
der of his Redemption, and the Love of 
Chriſt, his Death and Paſlion, the Mira- 
culous Pains and Endeavors of GOD in 
all Ages, to reclaim him, the Giving of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and his holy Baptiſm,the 
New Covenant which heis in with GOD, 
the Height and Glory of his Place and ſta- 
tion, the Beauty of theWortd.,and his Do- 
minion over all the Living Creatures, the 
Joy and Amity of all the Angels, the Be- 
nefit and Welfare of all his Neighbours 
the Joy and Proſperity of future Ages 3 
the Glory of G OD, the Honour of his 
Church,and the Propagation of Religion, 
the Salvation of others Souls, and the E- 
| ternal State and condition of his own, 
the Acquiſition of a Caleftial and Eter« 
_ nal Kingdom, and the Delight he taketh 
in an tolmice Sphere of Eternal Joys, the 
fervent Deſire he has tabe Grateful to the 
Almighty ; all theſe by the Light of his 
Divine and Ccaleftial Knowledgeenter 
into the AQ, for want of which the other 
work, that is wrought by an Ignorant 
Heathen, is in a Manner rightly called 
a Work, of Darknef. J 


\ 
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T do. not ſpeak this, as if I would 
c&:{:ourage a Heathen from doing the 
Bef: that he 1s able; or condemn thoſe 
rcalors upon which he proceedeth in his 
Veituous Dceds; No, nor as if all this 
were necellary to the Acceptance of an 
Action. But to ſhew how highly Chri- 
franity docs ennoble the Soul of Man, 
how far more ſublime its Principles are, 
and how far more perfect it makes: his 


| Actions : When they are what they may 
be: And withal to provoke Chriſtians 


to a more Intelligent and lofty PraCtice 
of Chriſtian Vertues , leſt they differ 
not in their Morals from the better ſort 
of Heathens, All theſe things are'neceſla- 
ry to the perfection of an Action, tho 
not tv its Acceptance ; And GODS Om- 
niprefence, and Power, and Wiſdom, and 
Love ought to be conſidered in all places, 
among_ all Perſons, upon all occaſions ; 
And the Blood of Chrift, and the inh- 
nite Glory. of Eterna! Bliſs. Bae that 
which above all I chiectiy intend,” ts to 
ſhew. what. influence the great Perfe- 
Gon of Felicity hath upon all our Vers 
tues.; not only to ſtir us up todothem, 
but by entering their: Conſiitutian ,to 
infpire them withtheir Ecauty and form 
( 


npny jy =p. A =”, Py (a, py ey} gore an, pay, Pa. 


pros ou, At At FA aa bud © A,4+_ (nl, og, fri Lt 4 yay 


Of the Excellency 


for their fuller Luſtre, Glory and Per. 
feftion : That we may fee alſo, how | 
Great and Tranſcendent that Life muſt 
be, wherein every AC is capable of fo 
much Majetty and Magmiticence, if I 
may ſo fpeak, by reaſon of the variety 
of its Ends and Cauſes. And how abo- 
minavle and abſurd they are all that cx- 
| clude GOD out of their I houghts and 
Conl1derations ; Who 1s alone the Foun- 
tain of all the Beauty in every Vertuous 
Deed, and the proper fulneſs, Cauſc and 
End of all its PerfeCtion ! 

H OW Ambitious we ought to be of 
Knowledge, which is the Light wherein 
we are to adorn and compleat our ſelves, 
we may learn and colled& from all that 1s 
ſaid. Itis rightly called the Key of Know- 
ledge.1t admits us into the ſpacious Receſ- 
ſcs of every Vertue, openeth the Gate by 
which we enter into the Paths of Righte- 
ouſneſs, that lead tothe Temple and Paz 
lace of Bliſs. Where all the Treaſuries 
of Wiſdome are expoſed to the Eye of the 
Soul, tho hidden from the World. How 
Great and Amiable every Vertue 1s, how 
Great and Perfect it may be made, is only 
diſcerned by the Eye of Knowledge 3 It 1s 
by this alone that men come to diſcern 

| how 
\ | | 
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how-full of Reaſon Religion 1s, and with 


what Joy and Security and Sweetneſs it ; 
may be praCtiſed, | = 
622 —_— — bp 

CHAP. IX. s 


IWiſdom is ſeated inthe Will, it attaineth N| .: 
beſt of all poſſible Ends by the beſt of al 


polſable Means. P; 
: NOWLEDGE, how excellent " 
ſoever it may be conceived, 1s _ 


without Wiſdome like {k 11] without Pra- fail 
ctice 4 which whether, it be jn Muſick, or if 
Pa'nting, or in any other Art, as Govern I, 
ment, Navigation,Preaching, Judicature, veſt 
1s altogether vain and fruitleſs, 1f1t be nat 
reduced into Act and Exeircife, For 
Wiſdome is that Excellent Habit of Soul 
by which we chuſe the moſt Excellcnt 
End of all thofe which may be Known, 
and actually profecute it , by the beſt 
Means that are .conducive thercunto, 
| TO Know the belt of all poſlible 
Ends and not to embrace it,is the greateſt 
folly in the World. To chuſe and em- 
brace it, without Endeavouring after it, 
's a folly contending with the other - 
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Eminence. To chuſe any- means leſs 
then the beſt in Order .thercunto, 1s a 
new piece of folly, even then when we 
purſue what! Wiſdom requires. Forno. 
leſs than the beſt: of all poflible Mcans 
isrequifite to the Acquiſition of the belt 
of all poflible Ends. And by all this we 
diſcern, that Wiſdome is not a meer Spe- 
culation of Excellent Things, but a 
Practical Habit, by Vertue of which we 
actually atci:ieve and compleat our Hap- 
pincſs, For it is jmpoflible for the beft 
of Means (when they are well uſed) to 
| Wfail; we may grow remifs, and ſuſpend 
our Endeavor, which is another Kind 
t folly, and ſo be diverted from the 
veſt of all poflible Means by ſome ſtrong 
{ emptation, or ceaſe from uſing them 
hrough our own Inconſtancy, or yield 
o {ome Light and caſte Allurement, or 
e diſcouraged by ſome terrible Danger, 
nd thus may abandon the Belt of all 
nds, but without ſome ſuch folly it can 
ver be loft, 
POSSIBILITIES are innnmera- 
e, ſo that nothivg leſs than infinite 
1{dome can find put that which is 
fſojutely the Beſt. But when the beſi 
all poſſible Ends is by infinite Wit- 
| I 2 done 
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dome ſound our, it is an Eafte thing fo 
Wiſdome to diſcover that End to the 
Knowledge of otticrs, to whom it 1s; 
' ble to communicate it ſelf by way 
Gift and Farticipation. 

W H AT the beſt of a}} pofliblc Eng 
is, oniy GOD fully comprehend, 
But in Gencral it 1s ſuch, that 1t includeth 
all Kind of Goods inthe highelt Ferfedti 
cn, infinite varieties and Degrees « 
| cfibility tarned into 46, all Sweetne 
and Bcauty .E mprre, Lominton,and t oy- 
er, al) Rich:s. i \eaſures, and Honor, 
Vicoris, aid Triumphs, and Foficlli 
©:15, Will be 1n 1t, and rotting poſlibl 
7 Deltiable be warit'ng toit. GOD 
lone is the Beſt of all poſtible End 
who includeth all things in himlelf x 
tho Cauſc.and End:the Ferfection of h 
W ii! is his Bleliedneſs and Glory, andh 
L flence the only Means by which hec: 
atrain vnto It. By himfelt it 1s thats 
conc unto him in a manner afterwa! 
morc fully to be explained. His Eſlend 
is the Beſt of all poſſible Means, b 
which he attains himfelf, and by whic 
he 1s enjoyed. Our Conformity to 
Eflence 1s our Way, by a Wiſe App 
cation of our Souls to'that Eternal 8 
which is hits End, h 
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THAT Sweetneſs and Beauty are 
Attributes of the beſt of all poflitble 
Ends, is evident and clear: As 1t 1s alfo 
that theſe muſt be infinite in their Degree 
and Mcafure, becauſe nothing but what 
is infinitely convenien:, 1s ab{95'utely E- 
ligible. Now what is iafinitcly conve. 
nient !s infinitely Sweet and B-auti- 
fol, What is infinitely Deſirable 1s 1n- 
finitely Good, becauſe: 1t 1s Apgrecabie 
to that Love wherewith every Exiſtence 
intends it ſ-!f, and purſues its own ſub- 
Iime Happineſs, 

[ T is caſte to conceive how GOD 
ſhould be the End of his Creatures, but 
how he ſhonld really be his own End 
1s difticn't to underſtand - Becauſe his 
Creatures are Det: ive, and have ſome» 
thing beſides themſelves to afpirc atrer- 
but G OD from all Eternity is infinite- 
ly perfe&, and being all that he can be, 
needeth nothing that he can endeavor 
to attain, But if we conſtder the n4- 
ture of Wiſdome, which is a vo'untary 


Ad, we may be freed from the Deſpair 


of underſtanding the Myſtery. For 
Wiſdome muſt of neceſſity intend it ſe'f 
In its Operations, becauſe: it becometh 
Wiſdome by doing the Belt of all Excecl- 
L 3 lent 
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lent Things;and doth them attthat 1t:may 
be Wiſdome., or Wiſe in doing them, 
Tc implies Delib:ration and Freedome: 
being a Vertue ſeated in the Will and 
Underltanding, It implies a Power of 
Knowing, and Chuliag, and Doing al! 
Things, it: canfifteth not in the Pow: 
of Knowing only, nor in Power of Chy- 
ſing, nor in the Power of Doing. No- 


thing elſe is Wiſdome, but to chulc and | 


do what we Know 1s abſolutely 
moſt Excellent. Wiſdome then 1s found- 
_c4in the At of Doing, nay it 1s the AG 
of Doing all that is Excellent. And it 
it be a tree and voluntary Act, as it 
mult nceds be, becauſe nothing 1s Wil: 
dome, but that which guideth it ſelf by 
Counſel freely, to a Known End, which it 
diſcerneth to be molt Excellent, rt implies 


an Ability to forbcar, in him that is wile, | 
by chuſing to do what he might forbear. | 
Tad it forborn to do what is molt Ex: | 
ecllent, it had turned into folly, be- | 
cauſe it had by that means loſt che molt | 


Excellent End: but by chuling to do 
ail that was belt, it became an ad of 
Wiſdome ; which being moſt Loveiy, 


it chiciiy deſired ro b2. And ſoby 
Cliuiing and Doing tac molt Exceilent | 
OL þ 
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of Things; - begot ir ſelf; and by it 
ſelf procceded to all:its Operations , 
which muſTneeds be infinite, 1f Wiſdome 
be ſo, becauſe any. thing leſs would 
Ct reſted in ) be infinitely Defe-. 
tive. 

THAEFT "F#'S and Pleaſures may 
be infimite, is evident from the Nature 
and extenit of ſpace, which 1s i|hmited 
and Endleſs, . from the Omniprelcnce 
and Eternity of GOD, in which theie 
is infinite Rom for innumerable varie- 
ties, eſpecially from his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs which are Infinite Treaſures. 
It appears alſo from his Almighty Power, 


which is able in a!l Parts of his Omaipre* 


fence and Etcrnity, to work without any 
bound or P criod, without Cefiation at 
Once to work 1t all Places of his Do- 
minion, and throughout all his Immen- 
lity to act, and do what he will. Sv 
that in one Inſtant he can ft] both E- 


tcrnty and ITime with enjoyments, 


Every, Part and Particle of which 
thall be intnitely Delightful, becaute 
of the vigor of his Eternal Power 1n 
very Operation. Thus 1s he intirely 
Acting in Heaven, and Fartn, and Hell, 


at the ſame tim2, and at all concerva- 
I 4 | ble 
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ble Diſtances beyond all Heavens ever 
Acting, becauſe he is Willing Decree- 


ing ſeeing and ruling there, and every 


where accompliſhing his Counſel and 
Pleaſure. His Eflence and his Will are 
both the ſame. his Eilence 1s his Ac, 
and his Act his Pleaſure. 

BY exerting his Almighty Power he 
begot that Act, which is the Means and 
End of all his Endeavors. An ACt of 
Wiſdome infinite and Eternal 1s his 
Blefledneſs and . Glory. We muſt 
take heed of conceiving GOD to be 
one Thing, and his Act another, for all 
his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, all his Bleſ. 


ſecnels, and Life, and Glory are in the 


Act, by which he became the Fountain 
and the En of all Things. He became 
to freely, and yet was fo by his Eftence 
from everlaiting, for Eternity is an 
finite Length of Duration, altoge- 
ther preſent in all its parts ina Stable 
manner. To fill one part of ſpace 
with Ireafhres, and leave another Emp- 
tv. was not Wiſe, Common Reaſon 
will 1altruCt us, that it js better to have 
all ſpaces full of Delights, than ſome 
icw or none, And by his infinite Wiſ- 


dome It is that he Knows how to enjoy, : 
what - | 


. 
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what: he never needed , and to im 
prove his Enjoyments by giving thetn a» 


way. | = 
INFINITE and Erernal Wiſdom. 
does nat onely imply the Poſlibility, 


but the certain Reality and Exiſtence 


of Eternal Treaſures. Where leaſt. 
you ſhould wonder how ſuch ſhould. 


be infinite, you mult needs be informe 
ed that God is his own beſt and moſt 
perfect Treaſure. For if Treaſuresare 
by nature thoſe precious Things, which 
are Means whereby we acquire our Ends, 
or thoſe Things which we moſt Eſteem, 
as the Sovereign Objects of onr Jay; 
G OD is in both thoſe reſpects his own 
Wealth, becauſe his Eſſence 1s the Mears 
by which he atchieveth all his ends, and 
the Sovereign End of all thoſe Mcans 
which he by his Wiſdom ufeth for tus 
Ends. For of him, and by him. and ts 
him are all things : As | the Scripture 
witneiſeth, Matter is the Dreg of Na- 
ture, and Dead without Power; Pow- 
er is the Abyſs of Nature, bat youd 
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without act - AC is the Top and Perte- 


Ction of Nature, it is the tulneſs of Pow- 
cr, the fountain and the means of all 
that isz for Power by transf@1ming 1t 


ſcls 
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ſelf into At, -becometh , an ad; and 


by thay Ad produceth and perfeCteth 
all its Works both outward and in 
ward'; ſo is itthe Means: of: all its 
Produdtions-: being fo infinitely 'Simple 
and varfous: together, that nothing bur 
Power exerting it ſelf is in the Nature 
of the'A& by which itis exerted..: All 
the Eſſence of that Act 1s the compleat 
Exertion' of Eternal' Power, and yet to 
It alone we aſcribe the Original and 
Means of all : it is the Cauſe, and Means 
and End of it ſelf, as well as of ©- 
ther Things, which for its own ſake, are 
produced by it, For idle Power can 
do nothing : Meer Power is neither the 
Cauſe, nor the Means, nor the End of 
any thing. Power not Idle, but exert- 
ed, and throughly employed, is al} Act: 
And this is the Caufe of all its Pro- 
ductions, becauſe of this Power exerting 
It ſelf they ſpring : and the Means of all, 
becauſe by thisPower exerting :t (elf,chey 
are; and the End of ali, becauſe it did 
all, that it might be not 7dle, but Pow- 
er Exerting it ſelf, or a Glorious Actin 
Its full-Perfe&ion. 
I T was an effect of infinite Wiſdom, 
wherein G OD by one Act acquired him- 
ſelt 


Ok 4udi(dom. 
lf, and' all his Domimon, prepared 
his own , and his Creatures bleſiedneſs, 
made himſelf and all his Kingdome Gla- 
rious, Bur this 1s ſcarcely intelligible, 
becauſe the. manner of. his: Life is in- 
comprehenl(ible: we cannot tell how to 
conceive , what the Learned, conſtantly 
affirm, that all - Etermity 1s at one 
Time, All I ſhall. obſerve in Or- 
der to the explaining of this Myitery, 
is onely this, that tho the Warld be- 
gins and Ends with Time, yet Eterni- 
ty does immutably include Time, and 
the Operations of Divine Wiſdome are 
various, . and exactly fitted. to; their ſe- 
veral Seaſons, yet. all the parts of Eter- 
nity are filled. with Operations, which, 
tho they are one in GOD. like that of ſhi- 
ning in the Sun, are manifold in Effects, 
as the, Beams of the Sun intheir diffe- 
rent Works among all the Creatures. 

l T is a naturai Efie& of infinite - 
Wiſdome to make every of its Treaſures 
ſuitable to its own excellence. And that 
the Wiſdome of G O D has done,by mak. 
ing every the ſmalleſt Thing 1a his King- 
dome infinitely ſerviceable in its Place, 
and (tation, for the manifeſting of his Wiſ- 
dom Gaodaeſs, and Glory to the Eyeof a 
clear 
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clear Beholder And this he hath done by 
making all his Kingdome onelntire Ob- 
ze, and every Thing init a Part of that 
Whole; Relating toall the innumerable 
Parts, receiving a Beauty from all, & com- 
eanicating a Beauty toall,even to all ot « 
jets throughout all Eternity, Whi'e «+ 
very one among Millions of Spectators, 
is endued with an Endlefs Underſtand- 
ing to ſee all, and enjoy all in 1ts 
| Relations, Beauties, and Services. 

I cannot ſtand to enlarge on this, 0- 
therwife I might 1I]uſtrate it by a fami- 
liar Example, No lingle Part of aftatc= 
ly Monnment is fo Beatntifu!- out of its 
Place, as tt is in its Place « becauſe if it 
be ſeen alone, it 1s not underſtood ; 
for the Beauty that refults from 3ll, 
conſilts in Order and Symmetry, which 
by any Diviſion is broken to pieces. 
He Knoweth nothing as he ought 0 
Know, who thinks he Knoweth any 
thing, without ſeeing its Place, and the 
Manner how it relateth to GOD, An- 
gels and Men, and to all the Creatures in 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell , Time, and 
Eternity, 

I T is an Act of Wiſdome to prize 
and enjoy, what is by Wiſdome prepa- 

red 
, 
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red, and Becauſe infinite Wiſdome in- 
cluderh all Wiſdome, infinite W {dome 
at once Knoweth, Chuſcth. Loch, Eſteet- 
eth, and Enjoveth. 2!l+hat ts Excellent, 
Je 1s an At of Wildyme'to' make Ottcs 
ſelf G:0d and Dceligh ful ro others, be» 
cauſe Honor , and Peace, and Amity; 
are founded therein. ft is infinite WA- 
dome to beeome infinitely Geod and De- 
lightful to others, and for that caufe to 
be infinite in Bounty. For what is 
infinitely Good is infititely Gloriots: 
And therefore is it, that GOD needing 
Nothing 1n himſelf, gives all Things to 


others, Gives them in enjoying thery, ett- 


joys in Giving them, while his ©o0d- 
neſs delights in the Felicity of others, 
and in being the Felicity of others. 'For 
by making them Great and Bleſſed he 
magnitieth himſelf 5 and by repleniſh- 
ing them 1ncreaſeth his Treaſares. 


HOW little foever of this you are 


able to conceive, you 'may underftahd, 
that to be like GOD is the way to be 
Happy : And that if G OD hath putit 
In your Power to be like him, it 15'the 
extremeſt Madneſs in the VVorld to a- 
buſe your Power, and to neglet his 
Treaſures, but it is infinite VV ikdowe by 


the 
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the beſt 'of all poſhble Means to! em- 
brace and enjoy them , Becauſe an - 1n- 

finite End is thereby attaincc , - even 
'G OD. himſelf, who is thereby made 
the portion of the Sou], and its Reward 
forever. > \ 

THE beſt of all poflible Means. 

"whereby we can acquire bis Eternal 

Treaſures, is to imitate GOD in onr 
Thoughts ' and AQtions; to exert our 

Powers after his Similitnde, and to at- 
tain his Image, which isafter CG OD in 
Knowledg, Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs. 
For by Knowing all Things, as GOD 
Knoweth thern, we transform our Souls 
into an At of Knowledge, moſt Bright 
and Glorions: By Loving all T hings as 
GOD Loveth them, we transform our 
VVillsintoan Act of Love, which 1s moſt 
Sweet and Bleiled, VVe enrich and 
Beautifie our ſelves with the Image of his 
Goodneſs, while. we communicate our 
Souls (in our Powers ) eo all Objects 
in his whole Eternity. VVe magnifie 
onr ſelves by magnifying Him 1n all his 
Works: Wedo right toour ſelves by do 
ing right toG OD, and all other [ hings, 
VVhich for as much as we mult here 


on Earth Icarn by Degrees, and can nes 
y cr 
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ver perfedtly accompliſh the VVork, till 
it is given us 1n Heaven, it 1s VViſdome 
to walk in the Paths of Righteouſneſs 
as far as we are able, and to do thoſe 
Things here, rho ſmall and defe@ive, 
which he will recompence with a cart 
ward ſo perfe&t hereafter. | 
IF ever we beſo happy asto come to 
Heaven. his VViſdomelhall be our V Vitſs 
dom , his Greatneſs our Greatneſs, his 
Bleſledneſs our Blefledneſs., his c 
our Glory, Ail his Joys and 1rea Es 
ſhall be ours, his Lite and Love ours, 
and Himſelf ours tor evermore, + 
HIS VViſdome is made ours becauſe 
it is the Light in which we ſhall fee 
Light , and learn thereby to inherit all 
Things:the Exemplar and Original of our 
VViſdome , the Fountain and Patern of 
all our Joys, the Author and Inventor 
of all Gur Deli hts, the End and Sum 
of all our Delires, the Means of all 
our Felicity, our very Bleſlednels and 
Glory, 


CHAP. X. 


Of Righteouſneſs. How Wiſdome, Juſtice, 


and Right Reaſon are fiut up in its 
Nature. What GOD doth, and what 
w- arquire , by the Exerciſe of this 
Vertu. 


R [GH TEOUSNESS and VViſ. 
aome are neer allyed, For to be Jult 


tuwards all Objects is to render them 


their ſpiritual Due, their Due Eſteem. 
It is VViſdome, becauſe thereby we at- 
tain our End, and enjoy their Excel- 


lency: It is Right Reaſon, becauſe to 


value all Things juſt as they are, fen- 
dering to them neither more nor lels 
then they deſerve, 1s to dn Right to 
our ſelves and them, it is a Vertue, be- 
cauſe by force thereof we attain our 
Happineſs; 

For the better underſtanding of this 
Vertue we mult Know that there 1s 2 
Righteouſneſs of Apprehenſion, a Right- 
teouſneſs of Eſteem, a Righteouſneſs of 
-Choife, and a Righteouſneſs of Action. 
Righteouſneſs of Thought is that Kabit 
by 
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by Vertue- of which we think aright.; 


forming and framing within our ſelves 


atight Apprehenſions of all Objects what- 
ſoever. - This , tho it be the Firlt and 
ſmallelt Part of Righteonſneſs, is of 
Great importance; becauſe no man can 
uſe that aright, the Nature of which he 
docs not apprehend. - He that miſtakes 
his Hand for his Meat, will riſe hungry 
from Table. He that miſtakes a Fid- 
die for an Axe, will neither cut Wood 
well, nor. make good Mulick. The 
Miſapprehenſion of Great and I ranſcen- 
dent Objects, whether. viſible or Spirt- 
tual, is not perhaps ſo Groſs, but more- 
pernicious and Deſtructive. He that 
apprehends GOD to be a Tyrant, can 
ncither honour GOD, nor Love him, 
nor enjoy him. ..He that takes Verrucs 
t5 be vices, and apprehends all the 
Actions of Religion unpleaſant will loath 
and avoid them. He, that conceitsNothing., 
in theWorld to be his own but is JowCot- 
tage and courle diet, will think it needleſs 
to praiſe his Maker; and will deny himſclf 
to be happy in thoſe narrow and Mean 
enjoy ments. He that thinks all the wealth 
J is (hut up in a Trunk. of Gold, will Jit- 
J 'c regard the Magnificence of the Hea, 

oo ; VEnS 
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vens, the Light of the Sun, or the 
Bear, tv of the Univerſe. 
\IGHTEOUSNESS incſteem is 
ta Habit, by Vertue of which we value 
all things according as their Worth and 
Merit recuires. Jt preſuppoles a' right 
Apprehention of their Goodnels, a clear 
ques. of all their excellencies, It 
i. a Viituc by which we give to every 
ling that place in our Son which they 
hotd in Nature. Itis wonderful both 
for its extent , and Value, For there 
is Room cnough forall Objects in the 
eſteem of the Soul, and it is by clteem 
tat axe arc honored, pertected and cn- 
Joyed, 

A wiſe man will actuaily Extend his 
Fnoughts to all Objccts in Heaven and 
Fart, for fear of $8 the Pleaſure 
hoy attzrd him. which muſt necelſlari- 
ly ſpring from his cltcem of their cx- 
ccllency. : 

HONOUR and Eſtcem are neer a 
"Ss How the Creatures are honoured 
by eſtecm , needcth not to be unfold- 
on but how thcy are perteCted by it, 


a Itije Miſterzons, A thing is then | 
Bed when it attains its End, Now | 
tie. End for which all things were made | 
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is that they may be ſcen and enjoyed- 
They are ſeen that they may be eſteem- 
ed, and by an intelligent” and right 
eſteem are all enjoyed. In our eſteem 
therefore they find and attain their end, 
and by attaining that are conſequently 
perfected, The Application of A@ives 
to Paſſes 1s a myſtery in Nature of ve- 
ry great and General Importance; In 
all Pleaſures, Cures, and Productions. 
All fatisfaftions, Joys, and Praiſes are 
the happy off-ipring of Powers and 
Obje&ts weiF united, Both the one 
and the other wou!d lie void and barren 
f they never met together - and when 
they mect their Union mult be regular, 
wife and holy. 

GOD is an Object of VMians Eſteem - 
Which unleſs it wcre able to render hin 
his Due and Qnadrat with his Excellen- 
cies, a man could never be Kighteors to- 
wards G O D. tor that Eſteem 1s void of 
Righteouſneſs, that either exceeds,orfalles 
ſnort of jts Object. If it becometh us 
to fulfil a Righteouſneſs , 1t becometh 
GOD, to enqdue us. with the Power 
ot Eſteeming all, that is Good and Ex- 
cellent, according to the Worth and Va- 
inc tkereof; For which cauſe he enables 
K 2 us 
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us to Eſteem all that we can ſee in 
Heaven and Earth, and in the Hea- 
ven of Heavens. 'For this Eſtcem 1s the 
Foundation of that choife which 1s the 
Original Spring of all excellent Actions. 
Even G O D himſelf meetcth his Honour 
in the cſteem of our Souls: He 1s injured 
by the Sacrilegious Impicty that robs hin 
of his Eſtecm 3; being infinitely Quick 
and Tender in apprehending, he is more 
jealous of his Honour, and more. griev- 
ed when he loſeth it then any other, 
His Wifdom and his Love are intinitly 
otiended, when they arc lighted and 
protaned ; but pleaſed extreamly when 
they arc fſanCtitied and honorcd : and 
that they are by a juſt Eſtecm. And for 
this won, 5 he hath made us able 1o at. 
tcnd him in all his Works, and in al 
his ways, and to have Communion with 
him in all his Counſels and Perfcctions 


- 3+35- that: as our Saviour ſaith , The Father 


lovezh the 007, and hath given all 
things into his hand, And again, The 


Father loveth the Son, and ſheweth him all 


things that himſelf doth :1o we might be- | 
come the Sons of G O D and ſee his Love | 
and todelight in all that he hath done tor 


Þh.15.15, us. For which caule he afterwards faith, | 


Henceforth | 
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Henceforth I call you not Servants , fo” 
the Seruant Knoweth not what bis Lord 
doth. Bnt TI have called you friends, for 
all Things that T have heard of my Fa- 

ther, T have made Known unto you. 
THE Omnipreſence and Eternity of 
GOD are ſo far from filling the Soul , 
that they fit it only to be filled with in- 
finite Objes, For by the Indwelling of 
GOD all Objects are infuſed, and con- 
tained within. TI he Spiritual Room of the 
Mind is Tranſcendeut to Time and 
Place, becauſe all Time and Place are 
contained therem, There 1s a Room 
In the Knowledge for all Intclligible 
Objects: A Room in our Eſteem for all 
that 1s worthy of our Care and Dclire. 
I confefs this Room is ſtrange and My-. 
ſrerious, It is the Greateſt Miracle per- 
haps in Nature. For it is an infinite 
Sphere in a Point, an Immenlity in a 
Centre, an Eternity in a Moment. We 
t-el it, tho we cannot underſtand it, 
WHATEVER we cloſe our Eye 
againlt , we exclude out of our Knows 
ledge. Whatſoeyer we Hate, we reicct, 
tho we Know it. We give a Place in 
our Heart only to that, which were- 
ccive and embrace with a Kind Afﬀection. 
ETERNITY 
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ETERNITY itſelf isan Object of 
Eſteem,and ſo it isthe infinity 'of Almigh- 
ty GOD:there are infiniteCaules for which 
rhey ought to be Eſteemed.Our Eſteem of 
theſe cannot be abridged, for upon' the 
leaſt ſubſtraſtion of the ſmalleſt Part, 
Infinity is loſt, and fo 1s Eternity, 
We muſt be able to eſteem the utmoſt 
Extent of every Perfe&ion of GOD, | 
or our Righteouſneſs in relation to that i 
will be infinitely Defeftive. ThePro- 
portion, between our Eſteem and its Ob- 
jet, is that wherein Righteoufneſs is 
ſeated, if our Eſteem be finite, it 1s ut- 
terly deſtroyed s for where the Object 
is infinite, inſtecd of Proportion, there 

1s infinite Diſproportion. ' | 
FROM Righteouſneſs in Eſteem we 

proceed to Righteouſneſs in Choice. 

We weigh and conſider what 1s fitteſt 


_ to bevalued, and what we find of great- 


eſt Eſteem, we moſt deſire, To prefer 
the Bettcr above the worſe is a righte- 


- ous Choiſe 3 but to prefer the Worſe, 
is abominable Impiety. The EleCtion of 
GOD may be more ſtridtly, or Gene- 
rally conceived, His Election of pertl- { 
cular pcrfons from the Rebellious Maſs | 

ct Mankind to be employed. as Miniſters, | 


in 


mn reſtoring the relidue, 1s a matter of 
Grace ;, which as Arbitrary and fries, is 
occaſioned by the Accident of their Ge- 
neral Rebellion, and his' Mercy thercup- 
on. Howbeit 1t 1s Righteous : for he 
does Right to himſelf, and ro all 1.5 
Creatures, and Pericctiois therein, For 
thereby notwithſtanding the univerſal 

Apoſtaſie of the Warl d, be upholdeth. 
and continueth hts Righteous Kinzdome, 

But the Primitive Elefion (by wiicit, 
when he had conlidercd tic nature of 
all Potible Things, he cnofe the hteelk 
and the Beſt) was wholy Natural. For 
according to the Merit of all Objects 
he choſe them, whicks Merit neyerticlet> 
was. to be infuſed by himſelf, in their 
firſt Creation, Whether a ſtar were a 
Thing fit to be made, whether the Sun 
ſhould be limited, whether his Image 
ſhould be infinite, whether naked Spt- 
rits, or Bodies ſhould be created, or 
Podics and Spirits perionally united : 
Whether Men ſhould at firſt Taſtant bs 

placed in Glory, or in an Eitare of Tri- 
al, whether when they tcl] tnto Sim 
they {ſhould be redeemed or no , waat 
Laws were moſt fitting untdur the Co- 


vcnant of Works, what ccnditiuns wer 
K 4. nol 
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moſt pxoper for 'the Covenant of Grace; , 
What Helps and Affiſtances Mzn ſhould 
have, what Impediments and Obſtacles; 
all theſe and many Millions of Objects 
more paſſed his Examination, in order to 
the PerteCtion of his Kingdome : as It did 
alſo whether he ſhould Create a King- 
come or no ? and'look what ſurpaſſed 
in Eſteem, as beſt and moſt Eligible, 
that he choſe to create, and Perform. To 
fail in a Tittle had been an nfinite fault; 
becauſe had he in any one perticular pre- 
tcrred the Worſe above the better he had 
contracted a Þlot upon his own Wiſdome 
and Goodneſs,and made the whole Crea- 
tion deformed. Forthere is{ucha Loveto 
Righteoufneſs implanted in our Natures, 
that ſhould G OD be unjuſt toa poor In- 
cdian beyond the Seas, we (hould be pric- 
ed at the Biemiſh, and any Blemifh in him 
would blaſt our Felicity. For the Jultice 
of the Sou] 1s an 1mpartial Thing, and its 
Severity Greateſt, where its Expectations 
Is the Higheſt, It is more eafie with GOD 
to be infinitely Wife then with Man to 
be any thing ; He may be Exact and 
perfect in every a&1on with * Greater 
Eaſe, then any other of his Creatures can, 
Lecauſe he is Almighty, Omnifcient, and 

| | Onr 19rcicnt 
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Omnipreſent - all the Advantages of his 


Wiſdom, and Knowledge , and Good- + 


neſs, and Power, would be Agoravati- 
ons of his fault ſhonld he Sin againſt him- 
ſelf. The leaſt offence would be an infinite 
Blot in him becauſe committed againſt all 
Wiſdome, Goodneſs, and Power, anda 
miſery to us, becauſe 1t would tend to the 
Ruine of his Creatures : The Accurate 
PerfeCtion which he acquires in all his 
Ways, (having to do with ſo many mil- 


lions of Objects) becomes our infinite 


Joy, our Amazement and Wander, a 
Tranſcendent Cauſe of Complacency 
and Adoration, it fills Eternity with De- 
ſights ard Praiſes. Tke poſlibility of 
doing otherwiſe, in him that is Sub- 
ject to no Laws awakens our Concern- 
ment - But the preyention of our fear, 

by the eſtabliſhment of our Security, ſt pz 
plics our contentment, he is an Abfolute 
and free Agent, and therefore we may 
tear a miſcarriage in his Choiſe : but as 
from all Eternity he hath determincd 
himſelf, and is by his Eſſence an Eter- 
nal A& of Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, 

he ſecures. onr Felicity and makes it 
more Great, becauſe he is not impoſed 


on by another, but freely of himfelf, de- 


lighss 
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- Of Vighteouſneſs. 
lights in the moſt Excellent things. 
THIS relateth to the Righteouſ. 
neſs of aftion, whereby G O D did ex- 
ccute all his Decrees, and does Eternally, 
For Nothing is paſt, but all things in 
him are !mmediately neer and preſent for 
ever, If you deſire further Informati- 
on, concerning the Nature of Righte- 
ous Actions, Thoſe Actions are properly 
called Rightcous,that are adequately fit- 
ted totheir ends and Cauſes. And im this. 
reſpett there is in every being under feve- 
ral Circumſtances a feveral Righteouſncls. 
THE Efect. of Righteouſneſs with 
men is Peace and Aflurance for ever : 
becauſe Righteous men are Agreable to 
GOD and all his Crcatares : rightly 
anfiwer all their Natures, and affiſt in 
the Harmony of the whole Creation. 
ft is Fruition and Blefiedncſs, becauſe 
all the perfection and Goodneſs oft GOD 
is, With his Kingdome, received into the 
Soul, by the Righteous eſltecm of all 
Objects. It is the Beauty -and Glory 
of the Inward Man, becaute a voluntary 
Agent, that does incline himſelf to ſuch 
cxcelient Actions, 1s highly Amiable and 
and Delightful to be feen; Not orly 
becauſe his ſou} is transformed. into an 
In- 


Ea, 
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Intelligible World , tranſcendent to all 
that is created, by the 7deas of GOD, 
and his Works erected in the mind , 
bat his 4ffe@ions are framed in a liv- 
ing and incomparable Order, according 
as every Caufe and Object requires. 
There 1s ſomething in the Soul of 
a Righteous man, that fitly anſwers all. 
Obligations and Rewards, It 1s trans- 
formed into the Image of GOD in 
ſuch a ſort, that in the FKighteons 4G, 
which it becomes, G OD for ever dwelz 
leth and appeareth. 

THE Etiect of Righteouſneſs 1n 
GOD is ſo Great, that whereas all Im- 
poſlibles are ſtark naught , all things 
which it 1s poſſible for GOD ta do, 
are fair and exc:lient, all the Beſt are: 
made acEcual, by the execution of his 
Righteous Decree. By this the Son of 
G ODis inthe boſOm of the Father, ard 
the Spirit of G O D proceedeth through- 
out all Eternitics to his own perfection. 
For the Righteouſneſs of GOD is not 
like the Rightcouſneſs of Men, that may 
be permitted toſleep, and intermit their 
Operations , an Accidental} Habit, di- 


ſtinct fram their Effence, which may + 


lometimes exi{t, when it doth not work 
but 
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but it 1s Quick and Powerful, and eve} 
in attion and is indeed the AG it ſelf 
which is his eternal Effence and his Son 
begotten of it ſeit for ever. For Wiſdom 
is mgre moving then any motion, ſhe 
pa/ſeth and goeth through all things by 
reaſon of her Pureneſs, Tt is the Breath 
of the Power of GOD, and apure Tea- 
fluence flowing from the Glory of the Al- 
mighty , the Brightneſs of the Everlaſting 
Light, the unſpotted Mirror of the Pow- 
er of GOD, and the Image of his Goods 
neſs. Being One it can do all things, and 
remaining in it ſelf, maketh all things 
mew, antl in all Ages euterivg into holy 
Souls, ſhe maketh them Friends of G O D, 
and Prephets, GODS Righteouſnels 
1s the cnd and cfect of it ſelf. His Ef- 
ſence is an infinite and' Eternal Act of 
Righteouſneſs and Wiſdome , which 


| Hleth his Kingdom with the Majeſty of 


11s Glory, and by coming into Being in a 
voluntary Manner giveth to all Things 
theirEflence, and Perfection, Becauſe it 
cemeth into Being ina voluntary manner 
it 1s myſterious and incomprehenlible. 


THE Glory of this AC js derived 


from himſelf, and ſpringeti purcly from 
the Perfeftion of its pleaſure, 


OF its 
Pleaſu re 
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Pleaſure it is what it 1s, and as the SoR 
of GOD is LIGHT of LIGHT,(fſo 
he is Wiſdome of Wiſdome, Righteouſneſs 
of Righteouſneſs, Lite of Life, and Good» 
ncls ot Godneſs. For it 1s infinite 
VViſdome that found out the Perteai- 


on of this Act, and Eternal Rightcoul- 


nels that firſt atcheived it. The Righteoul- 
ncls atcheived could not ſpring from 
any but Eternal Rightcouſneſs in it ſelt 
archeiving it, which is unbegotten in the 
Perſon of the Father, Begotten in the Per- 
ſon of the Son,and Proceeding in the Pcr- 
fon of the Holy Ghoſt to all its Creatures 
and Operations, in its Actions, cxiſting 
and abiding Perfect for ever. 

IN GOL,toA@T and to Be, are the fame 
Thiog. Upon the ſuſpenſion of his act, his 
Etflence would be gone; whereas our El- 
ſence may without its ACt, or Operation, 
remain. And if his ACt exiitcth, by Ad- 
ing , hts Righteonſneſs 1s, and exiſteth 
of it ſelf, and by it ſelf complcateth its 
Eflence forever. It 1s not the Power 
of being Rightcous, but the Exertior of 
that Power, which is the Parcnt of Etcr- 
nal Righteouſneſs. 


G OD, having ſuch an infinite De- 


tht in the Righteons Act , which 


bimjelf, 
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himſelf, is, deligned to make ws ſuch 
Righteous Adis as himſelf Is, And 
when we perfectly do what we ought, we 
ſhall in Operation and Extent be like 
unto him, being perfeF, as our Father 
which is in Heaven is perfe@, for we 
ſhall ſee as Te are ſeen, and Know as we 
are Known. In the mean time GOD 
bath taken care to endue us with Power, 
to make onr perticularActions complcatly 
Righteons. Every little Act we perform is 
a trait & Off-ſpring ofthe whole Creati. 
on, infinite Love is delighted by it,infinite 
Glory and Blef{Icdnefs acquired, A Crea- 
ture of infinite Value 1s preſerved, the 
Crown is put upon all GODS VVorks, 
and all the Spectators, Angels and Men; 
are Eternally pleaſed. For being done 
It 1s admitred into Eternity, and ſhall 
remain in its Place, and be vilible for- 
ever. For the Lord will Come, who both 
1 Ccr-445+ 51] bring to Lieht the hiddes Things of 
Darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the 
Connſels of the Hearts : And then ſhall 

every man have Praiſe of GOD. All 

that was done ſhall be remembred 
forever, and be praiſed and admired 

by the Holy Angels, Eſteemed by all 
Saints, and Crowned wirh Acceptance 

by 
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by GOD Almighty. VVhich will turn 
to the Joy of the Righteous, becauſe 
ot the innate Goodneſs of their Souls, 
which moveth them to. delight in no- 
thing more then in veconny (in all 
their Righteous Actions) C 

Complacency to GOD and his Creatures. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of Goodneſs Natural, Moral and Divine 
its Nature deſcribed, The Benefits and 
IWorks of Goodneſs. N 


OODNESS 1s a vertue of the 

F tirit Eſtate, a Divine Perfection in 
GOD by which he 1s, and enjoys his 
Blefſedneſs. In Men it isan Habit or an 
Act of the Soul, by force of which they 
Love, and delight in all tnat 1s Blefled. 
Tis that by whichall CreaturesCommu- 
nicate themſelves to Gthers Benefic, all L1- 
_ Creatures affect others, and delight 
in doing Good unto them. InG ODir 
15 that infinite and Eternal Ad from 
which all other Goodnelſles ſpring, and 
on which they depend. The Nature of 
Coodnels is founded in a Convenience, 


betwcecn 


np 
bjeds of 
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between-that which is Good, and that 
to which jt igprofitable. If we conſult 
its ſeveral Kinds, there. is a Natara! 
Gocdneſs; a Moral, and a Divane. 

NATVU KR 4 L Goodnels 1s theAptitude 

of Corporeal Beings, to produce ſuch pro- 
fitable. and healing Effects as the enjoy 
delires. T he Nutritive Power1n Aliment, 
the Medicinal Vertue in Herbs, the Plea- 
fing Quality in Perfumes, the Gratety] 
Luſtre in Precious Stones, the Coma 
fortable. Heat in frre ,«. the ÞBeautitfut, 
ſplendor in the $un, the Retrelaing Moi- 
icure in the Sea, the Reviving Nature of 
the Air, the ſolid Convenience and fertiliz 
ty of the' Ground, all theſe are Phyzrcat- 
{x Good, Þut this 1s Goodneſs in the mean> 
clt Degree, being no more then the na- 
tural fitncls of Dead Agents that are made 
to aCt by a Fatal Necellity, without ſence. 
or Deſire; tho their Action be anſwera- 
ble to the ſeveral Exigencies' of other 
Creatures, 

MH ORAL Goodneſs includeth all the 
Perte&ions of the former, and ſomething 
more. For Life and Liberty enter its. 
F.xiltence; and it is J7ſely exerciſed in 
F ove and#ertze. Aclear Lnderitandin 
and a free will are the principles of choſe 

| Actions 
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Actions that are 14re//y Good: they mu 
tow from Tnetenxity and Deſrre , tho the 
Perſon doing rhem be ſubject to anothers 
Fmpire, and made to give Account of his 
| Aﬀtions, The Nature of its Excellence 
1s very deep and retired, becaufe it cone 
{its more itt the Principal and MMarner of 
its Operation,than the Thing that is Done; 
and is meaſured more by the I»#ntion, 
then the Bexefit. A rid man, ora tool, 
may By accident fave a mans Lite, or 
preſerve ati Empire, yet be far trom thar 
| Goodneſs which is ſeated in the VVill 
| and Underſtanding ' Which plainly 
| ſhews, that the Goorlneſs chiefly regarded 
| 1s in the Soxl of him that daes any 
| thing conveniefit, not In the'Bexefit re+ 
| ceived, but in the Af7nd ofthe Benefact- 
or. And the Truth is that the Externg) 
Fenefit, tho it ſaves the Lives, and Souls, 
and Eſtates, and Liberties, and Riches, 
and Pleafures.and Honors,of all mankind, 
acts but Phyſccally by a Dead or pathve 
Application, the root of itsinflutnce and 
value is ſeated in another place, in the 
Soul of him whoſe Goodneſs was fo Great 
as to ſacrifice his Honor, and Felicity tor 
the Preſervation and/ Welfare of thoſe 
\ hom he iz$exrded ro fave. Itis feated m 
L the 
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the Connſel and Deſign of the Actor. It 
| 1s a hard -matter to define It, but it is 
ſomething like a willing Conformity to the 
Intereſts and Aﬀe@®ions of vis felow Crea- 
tures, attended with a voluntary Conve- 
nience ina perſon Obliged and ſubject to 
Laws, to all thoſe Obligations that are 
laid mW & to all the Rewards that 
are, Ict JEC 

Deſircs and Commands of his Superior, 
to whom he:Naturally owes himſelfand. 
delires to be plealing. lo Act upan Great 
-and MightyPrinciples, in a vigorous free 


and Genarous Manner, for the ſake of Þ 


thoſe that obljpcd him, and.for the ſake 
of thole .to whom ts Kindneſs 1sſhewn, 


increaſes the: #&.aſure of Moral. Good- | 


nels : but its: Feitection 1s ſeated in a 


Loyal Refpett', and Perfec& Gratitude | 


toG ODAlnighty, Who, by being in- 
finitely Good to ,us, has tnfufed and 
created ſich. a Goodneſs 1n the: Soul, 
that its principal Joy and Delight is to 
pleaſe him, For tho all Creatures conſult 
themſelves & their own Preſervation, yet 
xhe force 'of Gratitude upon, an; Ingenu- 


wus Soul is very powerful, Moral Good- || ; 


'nefs; is an Alacrity; and Readineſs of the 
Will; to Jacrifiee 1k (elf, upon conſidera 


e108 


cfore kim, but eſpecially to the. 
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tion of the Benefits a Man hath recciv- 
ed, to anothers Benefit, Enjoyment, Cont- 
fort, Satisfaction. 

DIVINE Goodneſs 15 an; Active and 
Ercrnal Principle, {tirring up it felt with- 
out Obligation or reward,.to do the beit 
and molt excellent Things in an Etcr- 
nal manner, It 1 Is proper. only ro GOD. 
Its Excellency is, Supreme, 1ts Beauty 1 in- 
hnite, its Meaſiire cndlefs, its Nature in- 
cthable , its Perfection unconcetveabic, 
It bath no Cauſe, but 1t 15 the Cauſe of all 


| other Things whatſoever, It )Sa Living 
| and Frernal AF7 of free and undelterved 
| Love, an indetieient Ocean os Boamy, 
| which can never befathamec!, 2» (by he 
| nite Degrees be.) wholy octane Itis 
| Inwvifthle 1n its Eljence, but Apparent in Its 
| ctledts> Incomprehentible,, but manifelt 
enough, to be believed and adored.) It is 


an infinite and Ercrnal Eftence, which 
is Good to it ſclf, by bem Good to all, 


infinitely Goad to it ſelf, by being; with- 


out Bound or MeaſureGoodto all its Ob- 
jede. /It 1s an, infinnate and ketcroa} Att, 
which continually ponders, and iut rely. 


g intends the Welfare of others; and elta- 


bliſhes its own (1na yolantary manner) 
by that intention : An AQ whofe Et nce, 
L 2 IJ 
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is ſeated in the Preparation of all De. 
lights and the Communication of all its 
Glories, Its Felicity is Eternal and Ine 
hnite, yet ſeated 1ntircly'In the Felfcity 
of others, It doth infinite Good, to | 
all its Recipients Meerly for the ſakeof 

the Excellency of the ACt of Doing Good. 
Et'delightethin the Excellency of thatAtt, 
and uſeth al] its power in doing Good, f 
that the Atin which it delighteth might F 
be infinitely perfed, And the perfect Act | 
in which it finally refteth ts the Good- Þ 
neſs which all adore and defire. Its Þ 
Sovereign Joy and Pleafure, isrobe de- 
Iighttul to others. All ts Creatures are Þþ 
Delighttui to it ſelf, only as they 1mia 
tate, and receive its Goodneſs. Should Þ 
we run mto its Propertics, they are in- Þ 
numerable and Endlefs , bur as infinite 
Mm Beauty, as variety and greatneſs, lr 
rs the utmoſt Height of all Goodnels 
as well as the Original , and end of | 
all. It exeeedeth Moral Goodnefs , as þ 
much as that exceedeth Natural , and | 
mtinitely more. In Phyſical Good- 
ncſs there is a Mechanical fitneſs , and if 
Dead convenience : bur all it can pre- | 
end to, is the Benefit and Pleaſure of | 
Moral Agents.For the Sin. and Moon,and | 
: Stars | 
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Stars, and Trees, and Seas, and Minerals 


are made for Men. Whereas Moral Good- 
neſs 15 madetto enjoy all Phyſical Good- 


| neſs, that in a higher ſphere it might be 


pleaſing to GOD and 1s immediately ſub- 


| ſervient to hisDivine &EſlentialGoodneſs. 


THIS Djvize Goodneſs is the firft 
Perfection of the efficient Cauſe of the 
Worlds Creation, which of neceſfity de- 
rives an immediate Excellency into all 
the Creatnres , becauſe it is the moſt 
Communicative' and active Principle thar 
is. But the Neceflity is attended with 
a Liberty no leſs then infinite. For it 


freely pleaſeth it ſelf jn all its opcrati- 
ons, and its Pleaſure 1s to delight it _ 


ſelf in the Acquiſition of Felrcity for 0- 
thers. Its freedom 1s a neceſfary Circum- 


ſtance of its operation. For the Glory ut 


Its inc!1nation and Kindneſs could not be, 
much leſs beſeen, did it a&t by Necel- 
ity of Nature, Impoſition, Chance or 
Acagent, When the A& is in Being it 
worketh Phyſically, and itts no Won- 
der that ſuch an A& ſhould produce 
{nch Effects, and be ſo Beneficial, For 
when it ts done It cannot be otherwiſe, 
but that ſuch and ſuch Effes mult foi- 
low its Exiſtence; Thy arc as Natural 

as 


«<< 


Df Goodnefs. 
as if they were Eſlential to it : Allthg 
Wonder is, what ſhould determine the 
Liberty of the Agent at fir{t to doſuch 
Great aud Nighty Things for others 
{ike, and all that can be ſaid, 1s his own 
Goodncls and the Exceller.cy of the Acti. 
on. For it is not with GO Das it 1s with 
Men «© few men will be at the expence 
of Doing, what all admire : ail that re- 
ceive the Bencfit, applaud and delight 
in the Action; and fomuch the more by 
how much the more Hizzardons, and 
grcat, ard Painful it was 5 but ſcarcely 
ouc Will endure the Dithculty of an He- 
1oick Deed for the ſake of others. GOD 


onthe contrary takes infinite Delight in 


the Action which all admire, and be. 
cauſe 1t is intinitly great and Heroick, and 


_ perfectly Divine, tinds his Liberty and 


Faſc in that Act, and 3s ſo taken with 
the Beauty of the Work, that his infi- 
nite Þleaſure exceeds all the neceflity 
ar! fate in Nature 

TdJAT Pleaſure, which he taketh in 
promoting the Happineſs of all Exiſt- 
ences created and increated , js his 
CGoodncis, It 1s the intinite uſe of Pers 
fect Liberty freely Dclighted in - as Plea- 


fant to himſelf as to all Intelligent Specta- 
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tors and all Enioyers. Ir is eaſieto dil. 
cern that this goodnels is the Foundation 


and Eſflence of his Happineſs and glory. 
B Y it he becomes Delightful to him- 
ſelf, by it he becomes Dalightful to o-- 
thers. By it he communicates all his 
Powers and Perfcctions with pleaſure, 
and receives the Services of all the 
Creatures with high Satisfaction, By 
it he is concerned in the foy of others, 
and enjoys their Bleſſeaneſs. By: it he 1s 
capable of all their Aﬀections , and of 
the Services which his Laws require. By 
it all Angels and Cherubims are moved 
to admire and adore his Glory, By it all 
Creatures vilible and inviſible are made 
his Treaſures, By it he is multiplicd 
and magnified in every Soul , as the 
ſame Object 1s in ſeveral Mirrors , be- 
ing intirely. repreſented 1n every living 
Temple of his Eternal efſenee, By .it 
he becometh his own end, and the Gio- 
rious Author, and the King of Heaven. 
By it he liveth a Divine and a Blcficd 
Life, and by it heis waat he js for ever 
By it all the Graces, Exaltations,aud Ver- 
tues of all his Creatuges arc made his Toys 
and their Perſons and Praifers arc De- 


lightfal tc him. Ot all his Laws and 


4  Decrees 
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Decrces, and Counſcls his Goodneſs is 
the fountain. It is the Original and f1- 
nal Cauſe of all our Thankſgivings. 
Our eaſe,and repoſe,and Satisfactron, our 
Bliſs and enjoyment are founded jnit,and 
cauſed by it. Forits own Yieaſure all 
ur Delights are made exquiſite in their 
place, and the moſt of them Etcrnal. For 
its own Glory ir maketh all its Crea- 
raresGlorious,and prizeth its ownGlory, 
becaule it 1s the Sovereign Delight of 
all its Crcatures., It 1s every way com- 
pleat and perfect, as infinitely Conve- 
nent, as it js Great in Bounty, as Good 
tro 1t elf as to all others, There 1s no 
End ot all its Perfection, and for that 
Caule it is Incomprehenſible. 
TO bemade Partaker of the Divine 
Nature, without haying the Goodneſs 
ot Almighty GO Dis impothiblce. Nor 
can We enjoy his Goodneſs, or bear the 11- 
militude of his Glory , unlefs we arc 
good in like Manner, We enjoy thc 
Goodneſs of GOD, and may be ſaid 
to have it, either when we have its Si- 


militude in our ſelves, or the Pleaſure of 
it in others. Since the Goodneſs of 


GOD is the great Object of our Joy, 
ts En'argment is our Intereſt ; and the 
| more 


% onde pres 
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more. there are to whom he is Good, 
and the more he communicates his Fehicj- 
ty to every one the Greater Pleaſures he 
rrepares for us, and the more 1s Our go0(d- 
neſs therein delighted. To fee innumer- 
able Millions 1n Communion with him, 
and a!l of thern made Glorious aud Blcſ- 
ſed, and cvery. one ſeated in his throne, 
is the greatgl{t Elevation of our Soajs, 
znd the highelt Satisfaction 11 the World. 
When our Goodneſs meeteth his in all 
Places, and congratulates the Felicity 
of every perſon , we may then uſethe 
Words of our Saviour, becauſe we arc 
cendued with the ſame 2/4; ud and Aﬀecti- 
on : And as he accepts all the Good thar 
1s done to his Members as done to him- 
ſelf, ſaying Inaſmuch as ye have done 
it to the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye 
have dongit to me; Our Souls will re- 
ply, Inaſmuch as thou haſt done all this 
to the leaſt of theſe my Brethren , thou 
haſt doxe it to me, for loving our Neigh- 
bours as ow} elves, all Angels and Men 
will be our teilow Members, our Bre- 
tiren,. our other ſelves ! As we de- 
light 19 all Acts cf Goodneſs for their 
own fakes, that are done tv us, ſofhall 


we delight in all the Bounties of GO D 


tor theirs, who are the partakers of thcry, 
and 
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and in GOD for this very reafon, Ze- 
cauſe he is good to all. We ſhall be as Hap. 
py in others, as in our felves; and Eiteem 
the Goodneſs of GOD our Felicity, 
becauſe it hath prevented our Goodneſs, 
and done all for them, which were 1t un- 
done, we ſhould deſire to do our ſelves, 
becauſe our Goodnets 1s a principle that 
carries ns to delight in their perfect Fe- 
licity, VVhich that we may do the more 
Sweetly, and with more full Satisfaction 
and perfe&t Reaſon, his Goodneſs to all 
others 1s but the Perfection of Good- 
neſs to us, for they are all made Blc{- 
ed for our fuller and greater Felicity, 
HAD GOD withheld.or withdrawn 
his Goodneſs from all others, it had not 
been Greater to us, but leſs. The Stars FÞ 
arc no hindrance to our Enjoyment of 
the Skic, but the Light and Beauty of 
the place which we contemplate. Were 
they all annihilated, the Heavens would 
be obſcure. They do us many Services, | 
of which we ſhould be bereaved, by their 
Abſence and Deſtruaion. G O D by giv- 
ing Beams and influences to-them ! made | 


_ our Treaſures more rich and fair, which þ 


are increaſed and multiplied by their 
Beauty and Number. Did the Sun fhine Þ 
won us, and upon Nothing elſe, it would F 
be þ 
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be leſs beneficial to us, than now it 1s. 


Its Beams that are. ſcattered, ſeem to be 
lolt; yet were they contracted upon onCc, 
his Body would be conſumed, and all 
the reſt of the World be dark abour 
him + thoſe Rays which fly from the Sun 


to the utmoſt parts of. the World, 


illaminate all Objects, and from them 
more conveniecutly return to the Eye 
with their Beanty and Glory, which 
by thoſe Rayes that are diſperſed become 
vilible and Profitable. They fall not all 
upon every ſingle man, but work tor him 
in other places , begetting Herbs, and 
Fruits, and Flowers, and Minerals, and 
Springs , and Trces, and Jewels, with 
all that is rich and deletable in the 
VVorld for his fruition. It ſerves Bealts, 
and Fowlcs, and Fiſhes, for my ſake, and 


| for my ſake does it ſerve even Men 


and Angels: That they, being more 
Divine and Glorions Creatures, might 
adorn Heaven and Earth with their Per- 


ſons, which without them would be voul 


and Empty. For we all delire to be 
ſeen, and Known, and Beloved, and for 


| that Cauſe, without Living Agents, (hould 


be very Deſolateand diſcontented. 
I HUS you ſee, 9 O D' had given 


al 
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all Eternity and Immenſify to a man, if 
| he had made no other Creatures but him 
alone, his Bounty had been defective : 
Whereas by the Creation of theſe he 
hath filled Eternity and Immenſity with 
Treaſares, All which he hath made ours 
by commanding them to Love us as 
theniſelves 3 fit to be enjoyed, and bez 
loved by us, by fillmg them with' his 
Goodneſs, and making them 1n his Image, 
For every one of them 1s to Love al! 
his Creatures as he does, and to de. 
Iight in the Beauty and Felicity of all, 
and to be the joy and Delight of all, as 
as he is - And the Greater, and the Richer, 
and the fairer they are, the more Great 
and Happy are we, becauſe they are made 
our Lovers and Friends, our Brides 
and Brethren, our Sons and Daughters, 
our Fathers, and onr Servants, which the. 
more Honourable and Excellent they are, 
the more Delightful - the more Glort- 
ous and Blefleel theſe are, their Love is the 
more Prectous and Acceptable. True 
Goodneſs removes all Envy -and Conten- 
tion out of the V Vorld, and introduces 
nothing but Peace, and Bounty, and oy, 
unſpeakeable and full of Glory. 

\ WE Lopve nothing more then w 

| c 
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he Nelichtful to others, and to have our 
Glory cen is natural Delire, which our 
Saviour haz countenmnced by his own 
Petition. Itis our Interetts! that the Eys 
ſhould be innumerable, that tee an ad- 
mirc the Glory which we had with the Fa. 
ther in ſome Scnſe before the V Vorkd 
wasz that they ſhouid fee (1 mcan) how 
much we are Beloved of G OD trom all 


Eternity 3 that there ſhould be Millions 


of Bl:{led Perſons to whom we may 
communicate our {clves , concerns our 
Glory,as it doth alſo that,that they ſhonld 


be Great and' Pertcct, that are made' to 
Admire and Delight in us. If we en- 


ter Into his Eternal Glory, as the Scripture 
faith, and our Blifs be individually one 
with his, or ſo perfectly like his, as 1s pro- 


miſed, 1t ts no faultto defire Glory, for. 


it 15 Goodneſs it ſelf that defires Glory and 
Eicecmeth all thoſe its Beſt and Sovercign 
Treafures, that are capable of Loving and 
Delighting 1n it. FX 
THEREis inthe Goodneſs of GOD, 
and Men, and Angels, a Living Power, 


that ' 15 exquilttely tender: in; Sence and. 


and feeling, which as it feels and appre- 


hends it {eit; doth: alſo feel its Objctt, and. 


apprehend both its own, aud its Objects 
Exccllcavies. 
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Exccllences, By Vertue of which L7ving 
Power , it is able to delight in 1ts own 
Goodneſs, and its Objects Glory. 

The Apple of its Eye 1s not more ten. 
derly regarded, than the Perſon which it 
"ings It is afflicted in all our Afliicti- 
ons, and crowned agd delighted in all 
ou: Prof; erities. It tendeth by its nas» 
ture to the Benefit of others, and cannot 
endure the leatt Damage or Detriment 
*© any. It infinitely. hates'the leaſt De- 
tcct in it felf, or in its Creatures. No- 
thmg can be Evil to it, but what 1s Evilto 
another, ' Its katereſts, and its Objects are 
ſo united, that it  Intirezy hves, and lees, 

and feels, and enjoys, in' others. All 
Its inclination. is to be doing Good, and 
it has no ofher Element than the Feli- 
city of its Creatures. _In friendfhip it 
appeareth, and from 1.ovc it proceedeth, 

it endeth in telicity. It hath many Grear 
and Glorious Deſlignes , all contending 
with each other for Supremacy. It cloths 
it ſelf with Glory,, and adornes its 'Ef- 
ſence with all Kind of Beauties. Itendures 
all Aﬀictions and Hazzards, It undertakes 
all Labors, It builds a Palace, and pros. 
vides a Kingdome for its Beloved. And 


yer whew all is done nothing can exceed 
the 
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the Delight which it taketh inthe Perſon 
of its Beloved. All the Honour, and 
Eſteem, and Glory ut deſires, it findeth 
there, the Uſe and Value of all its Trea- 
ſures conſiſts in the Benefit they do to its. 
Beloved, Infinite Goodneſs can be ſeated 
no where þut in Love alone, for that one- / 
ly is capable of infinite Benevolence and 
Compiacency. .. 

THE Liberal - Soul deviſeth Liberal 
Things, and by Liberal Things ſhall he 
itand. The more Good it doth,the more 
Good it 1s, and the more Good, 'the more 
Great and Honourable, the more perfect 
and Happy. There can be noExceſs in 
Goodnefs;z becauſe the more Delightful 
ItistO itsOb jet,and the more Divincand 
Gloriqus its Ob je 1 is, the more abundant 
Pleaſure jt taketh in communicating all 
Felicitics to its Object, &'the more Great 
and manifold its Treaſures are, the more 
Sweet and Precious the Things are.whuch 
it giveth away, and the more its Beloved 
delighteth in them ; by ſo much the more 
Admirable and Divine it is. its Goodneſs 
and its Blefledneſs are both the Greater. 
There is no Inconvenience which it can 
poſhbly meet, but a ſtop or Impediment, 
It cannot be hurt by 1t ſelf, becauſe its E(- 
fence 1s always overflowing, and the on- 


ly 
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ly Evil it can fear from others 1s the un; 
kindneſs of its Object, or the Wrong that 


it rhay receive from free Agents. For. 


Anvels and Men being made free, that 
chey may Love, and Honour, and Praife 


itt a voluntary manneft, and be, and be-. 


come Gocd of their own Accord, (be- 
caufs they catinot be made orally or 
Pivinely Good, withont the Liberty of 
their Concurrence, and their own Con- 
fent. ) there is ſome fear, that they 
may abtſe their Power, becauſe for the 
more Hluſtrious uſe of 1t, +2 eng 
in the Hand of 'thelf own Counſe], 
Howbeit ke has endeavontred as much as 
as is pofitble, withour prejudicing their 
Excellehce, to ſecure thetr Duty « he 
hath infuſed ihto them the greateſt In- 
clinations to gpodriels Be; £1 
the Greateſt principles of Honour , he 
hath ſherwn them the Glory and felicity of 
Goodneſs by his one Example, he hat! 
commanded them by rhe Severeft Laws 
that are poſſible, +0 be Good, he hath 
founded” their Peace and Pleaſure 'n 
Goodnefs, he hath made the ſuſpenffon of 
Goodnefs uncouth and unnatural), all 
evil Afions Dark and difagreedbie, he 
has: laid infinite Obligations upbn ther? 
to exerciſe Goodneſs, and fer Eten] 


Rewards , 


m—y_—__ C Rd. Do ew _ Xac. Wo 
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Rewards before them. Be hath made 


the Object unto which they muſt ſhew 


it extremly amiable,be hath given them 
all Advantages, Helps and Ailiitances. 
He hath prepared the: Severeit Penai- 
ties and Torments to puniſh the O- 


miſfion of it. - And for a Complement, 


of all, will .extremely be grieved, if 
they fail toſhew it. his inthe Eſtate 
of Innocency. Since the fall indced we. 
muſt be kind and Good to.injurious 


Perſons :, but this 1s founded in his 
own -Googdnels toward us Sinners, 


and tho it be a difficult. Work in 


-the fiſt Appearance, Carrics us to 


higher and chore Perte&t Glory. ».. 
THAT ſuch a Goodneſs as this 
ſhould be; cannot be incredible to 
them that are acquainted with the 
Nature /of the Univerſe - tho it ſeem- 
eth hard- at lealt, .it .noe impaſhtible 
to them that converſe: with pceviſh 
men, Being corrupt Jin their Under- 
ltandings , ;they ;are- narrow and baſe 
aud fcrvyile.in ther Aﬀecctions. - They 


ſtart at a ſhadow, anttboggle at a fca- 


ther. Sin hath transformed them into 


ſaves and Cowards, I hey milappre L 


ben4 the Nature. of [their Duty like 
M . Foals, 


Of Goodneſs, 


Foo!s ; that were madeto be great ang 
- Mighty as Kings, They think they 
ſhall be rndone, if they become too 
Great and Good < they fear they ſhall 
grow weak and Contemptible by 
Goodnefs: whereas nothing makes them 
ſo Amiable and Glorious as Excef; of 
Goodneſs. 

TO ſhew that there is fuch a 
Goodneſs as that, which infinitely de. 
lights in powring out its Glory upon 
all Creatures, the Sun was made: 
Which continues Night and Day pow- 
a1ng out its Streams of Light and 
; Heat npon all Ages, yet 1s as Glori- 
ous this day as 1t was the firſt Mo- 
ment of its Creation. To fhew this 
the Stars were made, that ſhine 1ntheir 
Watches and Glitter in their Motions 
only to ſerve us, The Moon was made 
to thew this Goodneſs, which runs 
. her race for. ever to ſerve us. Ihe 
Earth was wade to ſupport us, Springs 
and Rivers expend their. Streams to 
. revive. us, © Fruits, and Flowers, and 
Herbs, and. Trees delight us. All cor- 
ruptible . hings waſt and conſume a- 
way , that they may ſacrifice the 
Eficnce to: our Benctit, Fer: if they 
were 


Of Goodneſs, 


were made Ctiffe and unalterable they 
could not feed ns, nor communicate 
their Etlence and Perfection to us. 
The Emanations and Efiuſtons of Mi- 
nerals are unknown, but that of Spi. 
cies and Odours. is well underitoad. 
And if theſe by. Diſburſing their pros 
per ſweetheſs, become more ſweet and 
enlarge themſelves, it they are made 
Bright and fair for our ſake, if they en- 
joy any Light and Pleaſure mirneir 
Service, as the Sun and Stars do, as 
Herbs and Flowers do, as Beaits, and 
Birds, and Fiſhes do z the Goodneſs of 
the Creator is abundantly more clcar 
and apparent herein , for in all thoſe 
Creatures that perfect themſelves by 
the Scrvice- which they do, the 
Service it ſelf 1s a ſuthcient Recom-. 
pence 2 while thoſe upon which we 
feed, veing more Corruptible, are cx- 
alted in their Beings, by being turned 
into ours, And the Trage of Bees, 
in the Heny they make for us, and 


-the : Warmth of fheep, in the fleeces* 


they bear for us, the Comfort of 
Birds in the feathers they wear, and 
the Neſts they build for us, and the 
pleaſpres of Beaſts in the ott-ſpring 
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@Of-Goodn es, 
they beget and bring up for us, 
theſe things ſhew that G OD 7s Good 
to all, and that his mercy is over all 
his Works, And if any periſh in our 
Service, the Bloody Characters of 
his Love and Goodnels are the more 
Stupendious, Ajl Nature 1s facrifi- 
ced to our Welfare, and all that 
we have By pure Natzre tO do (till 


Sin marres all, is: to admire and en. 
joy that 'Goodnefs, to the Delight 


this is ſp's of Which we ſacrifice our ſelves in 


our own Complacency. And in re- 
al truth, if it be a great Wonder 
that any Goodnefs ſhould be thus 


| infinite, the Goodneſs of all -other 


Things without that Goodneſs, is a 
far Greater, It it be Wondertul, ad 


-mire and adore lt, 


CRAP, 


Tas Very W 


Mm ws MY ww r=t# Ty $$ _ ww3a}a arr v7 aac Hs a Ho. - ALS Boas 


CHAP. XIL 


Of Holineſs : Its Nature, Violence, and 
Pleaſure. Its Beauty conſiſteth in 
the infinite Love of Righteouſneſs and 
PerfeFian, 


*HE infinite Love of his own 
Goodneſs is the Holineſs of 
GOD. There are infinite Pleaſures 
and perfetions in its Natnre, that Me- 
rit an infinite Eſteem and Deſire. His 
Goodnefs is all Beauty, and his Holi- 
neſs all Fire and flame in purſuing it, 
His Holineſs is all Beauty,and his Good- 
neſs all Fire and flame to enkindle it. 
The infinite Exceſs of bis Eternal Good- 
neſs is its own Holineſs, and the Beauty 
of Holineſs is Exceſs of Goodneſs. 
For if Righteouſneſs and Holineſs be 
well diſtinguiſhed,Righteonſneſs is that 
Vertue by which GOD doth appre- 
hend affect and Efteem all Excellent: 
Things according to their value, and 
chuſe and do always the Beft and moſt 
Excellent - Holineſs is the Love which 


he beareth to his own Righteouſnels : 
M 3 Which 


Df Goodncls, 
Which being infinite , makes him 10+ 
finitely enflamed with the Love of the 
molt perfe&t Actions, and carries him 
with an infinite Ardor to the perfor- 
mance of them. For thqit be a Righ- 
rcous Thing to cſteem the Righteoul- 
ncis of GOD in 2n infinite manner, 
yet there is as much difference between 
Rightcouſncſs and the Love of Righ- 
teouſncls, as between an Object and the 
Aﬀecction embracing it. Tho here allo 
the Aﬀection & the Object are the ſame 
Thing : For this Holy Eſteem and Love 
of Righteouſneſs is Righteouſneſs it felt: 
for 1t does but render Righteouſneſs 
Its due. tho the Aﬀection be infinite 
Which 1t bears unto it, 

HOLINESS (if it be ſtridly de- 
fined ) 1s that Vertne jn G OUD, by 
which he Loveth the mcſt Perfect 
Things, and iphnitely delighteth in 
them. For by Vertne of this Aﬀecti- 
on he ſhunneth and hateth all that is 
profanc, purſuing and delighting in all 

| that is Holy, For the Objcct of Rolineſs 
may be Holy, as well as the Atietion, 
Whctcupon it followcth, that Holineſs 
1s of two Kinds, either the Holinc(s 
of tie Afﬀection, or tic Holincts of 
| the 


Df Holineſs. = 


the Object They bear a Relation 
to each other, yet are abſoſute Per- 
fetions in themſelves, For the Ha- 
tred of all DefeQs, Imperfections, Blc- 
miſhes and Errors is a Glot1ous thing in 
it ſe}f, yet relates to the Perfection of 
thoſe Objects from which it would rc- 
move thoſe odious Imperfcctions. I he 
Perfection of all Objeas when they are 
free from all Blemiſhes is a Glorious 
Thing in 1t ſelf too, yet is Accep- 
table to that Afﬀection, that defircsto 
ſee a Compleatneſs and Perfection in 
every Object. And all 1s reſolved 
into the ſame Goodneſs of which we 
have been ſpeaking | 

F OR infinite Goodneſs muſt nceds 
defire with an infinite violence, that all 
Goodnefs ſhould be compleat and Per- 
felt : and that Delire,, which makes to 
the PerfeQtion of all Goodneſs , muſt 
infinitely avoid every ſhur and Miſcar- 
rage as unclean: and infinitcly aim 
at every Grace and Bcauty, that tends 
to make the Objeft infinitely perfect, 
Which it would enjoy. . It cannot 

defire leſs then infinite -PerfeCtion , 
nor leſs then hate all Imperfecii= 
on, 1n an infanite Manner. : :AJl Ob- 
Jets 


V 


Dk ÞHolinels, 
jeas are made, and' Sanftified by the 
Holineſs of GOD. It is the meaſure and 
ſtrength and Perfection of Goodneſs, 
THE Holineſs of GOD 1s ſome- 
times, called in his Oracle, The Beauty 
of Holizeſs, As if all the Beauty' of 
GOD were in this. It extends t9 
all Objeas in Heaven and Earth, from 
the _— the Loweſt, from the 
Greateſt to the Meaneſt, from the 
moſt Pure to the moſt profane, with 
a Coodnets and Wiſdome fo infinite- 
ly perfcct diſpoſing all, that fome way 
or other every I hirg might anſwer 
Its infinite AficCtion. It infinitely hates 
all that is Bad, and as infinitely defires 
to Correct the ſame. The Intiuence of 
that Afﬀection, by which G O D abhor- 
rcth the leaſt Spot in hisKingdome, rea- 
ches to the Perfection of every Object, 
and thc js real & proper fountain of all 
the PerfeCtion of Life & Glory.And for 
rh1sCauſe in all Probability,do the An- 
gels ſo continually cry, Help Hog Hol, 
Lord GOD of Hoſts , becauſe the Bright- 
rcts of his Infinite Glory and Pertcction 
apycareth in his Holizeſs, the violence 
of his Eternal Love, and the Excels 
of Goodneſs. It may be, alſo _— 


Of Lolineſs, 
all the Heights of Creatcd PerfKti- 


on owe themſelves to this Holineſs, all 


the Raptures and Extaſies of Heaven de- 
pending on the Zeal wherewith GOD 1s 
carried to perfed Bleſledneſ(s. AN which 
are occaſioned by thoſe pure and Quin- 
telſential Joys, thoſe moſ} ſublime and 

Perfe&t Beauties, which they ſee and 

feel every where efft&ted by the irreſ1- 
ſtible Strength of that Eternal Ardor. 

S IN Sof Omiffion have an unknown 
Guilt and Demerit in them. I hey un- 
ſenſibly bereave us of infinite Beauty. To 
let alone that PerfeCtion which might 
have been infinite, to paſs by, or neg- 
left it, to exert Almighty Power ina re- 
miſs and lazy manner, is infinitely Baſe 


and Diſhonourable, and therefore _ 


unclean becauſe ſo Odious and Diſtalt- 
ful. Lukewarmneſs 1s Profane, as well 
2s Malice, Andit hathpleaſed G OD 
to brand it with a worſe and marefa- 
tal Cenſure. No folly or iniquity can 
dwell with him ; Omiilion is both. To 
be hated is to be rejeded; but to be 
beloved Lukewarmly is to be embraced 
with polluted and filthy Armes, And 
for this Cauſe, the fire of his Jealouſie 
burns moſt devouringly about the Altar. 


He 
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Of Holineſs, 


He will be fanctified in all them that 
draw nigh unto him, and but to touch 
his Ark irregularly, is to be conſumed, 
Nor 1s this any other then a concomi. 
tant of his Holinefs , and an evident 
Teſtimony of his Love to perfection, 
For it Firſt ſhews. that on his own 
Part, he maketh our Powers Perfed, 
that we may be able to fee and adore 
him worthily ; and next that he delights 
mno Adoration but the moſt Worthy. 
It moreover ſhews that he infinitely de- 
Heohts inthe Perfection of his own AQti- 
ons, for otherwiſe he would not be fo 
fevere againſt the ImperfeCtion of ours, 

NOR is the reaſon of his Loveto 
the ntmoſt Perfection lefs then infinite : 
You Know that all impure Things upon 
Farth are dull and Obſcure ; as Vile in 
Eſteem, as Baſe and faint in their Ope. 
rations. Neither will a Lump of Dirt 


thine like the Sun, nor a Mudwall be. 
Refplendent hke polifht Marble. All” 


Glortous T hings have a Height of 7r- 
tenſneſ{in them 3 and owe molt of their 
Beauty to the Motion of their Strength 
and Activity. But GOD is a more 
High and Neceſlary Thing than theſe. 
PerfeQion 1s his Etlence, and he could 

| not 
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n6t be himſelf upon anyAbatement.lt is 
agreat Wonder | But the ſmalleſt Thing 
in the warld may ſpare ſomewhat of it. 
ſelf rather than that which is infinite. 
Upon the leaſt ſubſtraction, that which 
is infinite is made finite, and the Loſs is 
infinite, We cannot be at all Beloved by 
Almighty GOD unleſs we are infinitely 
Bcloved,For to Love and neglect us at 
the {ame time is impoſlible, and to be a- 
ble to do infinite Things for us, and. 
yct to do but ſame of them, is to Love 
and neglect us at the ſame time, Tis - 
Lave in what it does, & ncglec in what 
it Jeaveth uudone. The Reaſon why 
It 1s- our duty ta Love him infinitely, 1s 
becauſe he infinitely Loved us. Did 
he not exert all his Power himſelf, he 
would never command us to exert Oure, 
The Love ofall PerfeCtion is his Etlence 
and muſt be infinite for its own Per- 
 icction, The leaſt flaw in a Diamond 
abates its Price: one Tooth awry, or 
wanting in a Clock, doth make it uſc- 
Icls. Dead flies corrupt the Apotheca- 
ries Oyntment, ſo doth a little folly LDL 
that is in Reputation for Wiſdome and 
Honour. The Greater lis Reputation 
and Wiſdorne 1s, the more Grievious a 
Diſpara gement 


z7l 


Df Boline(s- 
Difparagement is any Srain, Nor is 
G OD above theſe Rules, for his Ef- 
fence it felf is the Ruled of ours : and 
the Higher his Divinity 1s the more 
Exquifite 1s its Care of its own Perfecti- 
ere There 1s no Danger of being Se- 
vere tn our Expeaations, for G AD 
does infinitely hate any DefeCt in him. 
felf, more then we, tho we infinitely 
hate itz and enjoys himfelf only as 
he is an Obje& Worthy of his awn 
mfinite Love and Honour. 

FROM GODS Love of Righte- 
ous Aion 1t proceedeth, that he made 


ours fo compleatly capable of becom- 
Ing Righteous, and that he adventured 


a Power into our Hands of offend- 
ing. It is a ftrange thing. that the 
Exccfs of the Hatred of all Sin ſhould | 
make Sin poſlible, and that the moſt 
perfe Righteoufneſs ſhould be rhe Ac- 
cidental Cauſe of Unrighteouſnefs. But 
yer it is ſo, an infinite Love to the Belt 
of all Pofltble Things made the worſt 
of all things that conld be poflible, ex- 
cepting thofe that are impoſſible, which 
yet we need not except. 

TO read theſe Riddles aright,you mult 


vaderſtand, that even Izpoſſi bles them- 
ſelves 
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©f Þoltnels. 
{ves are conceiveable T hings,attd may 
be compared with Poſſible, knd A@eal. 
That the Higheſt and Belt of all thatare 
Poſlible.arethe moſt Eafie with GO D, 
and moſt near to-his Nature + that 1m» 
ferior Poflibles are more remete., and 
ouly thought on in the {ecend place ; 
that Things Impoſſible are the wort 
of Evils, and Things Attualithe Beff of 
GOODS. Fornothing i4simpoſlible 
but that G O D ſhould 1lye, os Diſho- 
nour, 'or difpleafe, or deny himſelf, or 
abuſe his Power, or ſuſpend his Good- 
neſs, or injure his Creatures, ar do ſome 
ſuch thing , which is contrary to his 
Nature, yet very conceiveable, becauſe 
he is a free Agent; and-has akind of 
Power, were it not prevented by his 
Erernal ACt, whereby he 45 ableto do 
theſe Impoſhble things, Nothing i« 
Eternaliy Actual, but the Gondnels,and 
Wiſdome, and Holineſs of GOD, er 
ſome fach Thing; as his Righteouſneſs, 
and Bleſſednefs, and -Perteftion. All 
which ſpring from his Will, and are = 
eternally this pleaſure, @s wellas his EE 
ſence. In the idle:Power of being, 


and doing all Excellent Thiogs, theres 


muchHazzard and danger 3 but he free- 


4 
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ly and voluntarily became all theſe 
from all Eternity. He wrought all 
Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom,and Good- 
neft from everlaſting; atid by fo doin 
became the fountain of all that 15 Glorij- 
ous from all Eternity. The Worſt of 
all Peſ/ible Evils are the 9ins of Men : 
Which have an infinite Demerit and 
Vilenefs in them, yet are truely potii. 
ble. And the reaſbnof their Poſltbi- 
tity is thus accounted. * -Impotfible, 
which are worlt of all, are Sins in 
G OD. o 
T O make Creatures infinitely free 
and leave them to their Liberty 1s one 
of the Beſt of all Poffible T hings; and fo 
.neceliary that no Kingdome of Rightc- 
*ouſneſs could be without i'r, For in 
every Kingdome. there are ſubjects ca- 
pable of Laws, and Rewards; and Pu- 
niſhments. ' And theſe muſt be free A- 
gents. There is no Kingdome of Stones 
nor of Trees, nor of Stars ; only a King- 
dome of Men and Angels, Who were 
they divelted of their Liberty would be 
reduced to the Eſtate of Stones and | 
Frces; neither capable of" Righrcons 
Aftions, nor able to Honor, or to 
Love;or praiſe ; without which Opert- 
tions 
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Df Holineſs, 
tionsall inferior Creatures and meer Na- 
tural Agents would be totally Uſeleſ*, 
So that all the Glory of the World 
depends on the Liberty of Men and 
Angels: and therefore G O D gave it 
to them, becanſe he delighted in the 
Perfection: of his Creatures : tho he ve 
ry well knew there would be the Haz- 
zard of their abuſing it, (and of Sin 
in that abuſe) when they had received 
it, The abuſe of it he infinitely hated 
yet could not prevent it, without being 
Guilty of a Greater Evil. He inhnitely 
hated it, becauſe thoſe Actions of Love 
and Honor which ſhould {(pring-from 
the right uſe” of it, were the onely 
fair offering g, for the ſake. of which 
the whole World was made, and with- 
out the right right uſe of their Liber- 
ty all Creatures, Angels and Souls 
would be in vain : he could not Pre - 
vent -it without being himſelf! Guilty 
of what in them heabhorred. 

FOR himſelf to be Guilty, was the 
worſt of Evils, and abſolutely impoſii- 
ble. Twas better let them make their 
Power vain themfelves, then do fo: 
himſelf, For the Author of that 'va- 


wity , be it who it will, is the Av- 


thor 


Sf Helliinls, 
thor of the Sin. If they would make 
it vait, He could not help it, for him to 
diveſt them of theuſe of Liberty after he 
had given it, was as inconliſtent with 
himſelf, as it was\with their Beauty to 
abuſe it :, the Alt of giving it by.taking 
it away being made'vain.. He jnfinite- 
ly hated that the Liberty ſhould be-fru- 
Remed, which he gave unto men, for 
their more perfect Glory: ;. he laid all 
Obligations upon/them'tto uſe it well, 
and deterred ther, ('as much as was 
poſlible) from abuhng it, (ut -would 
not transfer theirfault\upon himſelf, be- 
caulſc-he fore ſaw they were about to do 
It; Which he certainſy had done, had 
he made their Power vain himſelf, after 
Lc had given it. Eithe?torefule to give 
the Power, -or Having: given it, to in- 
terpoſe and determine it without.their 
Conſent, was alike detrimental tothe 
whole Creation. [For.indeed. it is 1m. 
poſlible, 'that he by determining their 
Wills, fhould ;:make them the Authors 
of Righteous Actions, . which of all 
things in -the World :he moſtdefired. 
There is as much Differencebetweena |} - 
Willing Act of the Soul itſelf, and an 
Adion forced on the W111, derermined 
Y 


Of Holineſs, 

by another, as there is berween a man 
that is dragged to the Altar, whether 
he will or no, and the man that comes 
with all his Heart with mulick nd 
Dancing to ofter ſacrifice. There 1; 
Joy, and Honour, and Love in the one, 
tear and conftrainr. and ſhame 1n the 0. 
ther. That G OD ſhould not be able 
to deſerve our Love, unleſs he himlelf 
wade us to Love him by violence, 1s the 
Greatelt Diſhonour to him in the 
World - Nor is it any Glory or Repu- 
tation for us, who are ſuch forry Ste- 
wards, that we cannot be entruſted 
vith a little Liberty, but we mult neects 
abuſe it. 

GOD adventured the poſſibility of 
fnning into our hands, which he inft= 
nitcely hated, that he might have ine 
Poſltbility of Rightcous Actions. which 
he Intnitely Loved. Being a volunta- 
ry and tree Agent, he did without any 

,onſtraint Love and dclire all that was 
molt ih and Supreamly Excellent of 
all Objects that are poſlible to be 
thought on, his oven. Effence which 1s 
I Righteous AG 1s the Beſt : and the 
Righteous Ads of Saints and Avge!s 
7c tacHigheſt and Beſt next that which 
N Creatures 


Ce 
. Df Holineſs. 
Crceiturcs conld perform: The very ut- 
molt Fxccilence of the moſt noble 
Creates! Feings, conliſted 1n Adtions of 
piety ſree!'y wrought - wich G OD to 
Loved. that for their ſake alone, he 
made Angels and Souls, and all Worlds, 
Theſe Righteous Actions he ſo Loved, 
that for their ſake he prepared infinite 
Rewards ard Puniſtments. All the 
Bulincfs of his Laws and Obligations 
are theſe Righteous Adions: That we 
might do theſe in a Righteous Manner 
he pizecd us ina mean Eftate of Liberty 
ni Tryal, not like that of Liberty in 
/,catcn Where the Object will deter- 
mine our Wills by 1ts Anvableneſs, 
but 1m the Libeity of Eder, where we 
has! abſolute Yower to do as we pical- 
ed, and might dctermine our V+ !}Is our 
ſelves infinitely, ccliring and Delights 
ing in the Rightcous uſe of 1t, hating 
and avoiding by infinite Cautions and 
Proviſions all the unjuſt Actions that 
could ſpring from it. It we Love Righ- 
teous Actions as he docs, and are noly 
as he 1s holy, inail manner of Wiſdome 
and Righteorſacſs; then {ball we de- 
light in all Righteous Actions as he 
doth, fhali Love Vertue and Wit- 
dome 
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Of Þolineks. 
dome as he doth, and prefer the 
Works of Picty and Holineſs above all 
the Miracles, Crowns and Scepters in 
the World, every Righteous and Holy 
Decd will be as pleaſing to us, as It is to 
him: all Angels and Men will be as fo 
many Trees of Righteouſneſs bearing 
the fruit of Good Works, on which we 
ſhall feaſt in Communion with G O D; 

Or it our Righteous Souls be rexcd, 
as Tots Sceul in Sodom was,in ſeeing and 
hearing the unlawful Deeds of the wic- 
ked, they ſhall be recreated and revived 
with the ſight of G ODS moſt Righ- 
tcous Judgments, and with the Beauty 


| of his holy Ways, by which he reat- 


ties the Malignity of the Wicked, over= 
comes the evil ot their Deeds, and 
turnes all the vices of men into his 
ow n Glory, and ours. in the Kingdome 
of Heaven. The Delights . oft Wil- 
dome, and Righteo:i:Mmeſs, and Holineſs 
are ſuitable to their Nature as thoſe of 
Goodnefs are to the nature of Good- 
nels: Which no man can enjoy, but 
he that is qualified for them, by we 
Principles of Goodneſs and Hell nc 


| implanted in his Nzture. For as No 


thathas no Eys, w:nteth all the Þ 1£a 2 
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ſures of fioht, ſo he that hasno Know- 
| teoge wanteth all the pleaſures of Knoyw- 
ledge, he that is void of Holmeſs,is void 
of the Sence whick Holineſs inſpires, 
ave he rhar 15 without Goodneſs myſt 
necds be withoue the Pleaſures of 
Goodnels, for he cannot delight in the 
CGonoirſs of GOD towards other 
Creatures, Iv be Good, tobe Holy, to 
be Righreous 15 freely to delight In by. 
eviicnt Attions whick unleſs we dv of 
ov own Accurd no External Power 
WH ati OcVer Can m: ie us, Good, or Ho- 
i, or Rrohteoks: becauſe no Girce of 
"= rertilil tower can make us frees 
wH3!4 Fer it 1s that invades our Liber- 
ty, cicitrovs its GOD therefore may 
be infinitely Holy, and infinitely defire 
our Rignt.ous Actions, tho he doth not 
193 ep IT: eddle with our Liberty , but 
Jeaves us Io our fclves; having no 
Referie buriis Juſtice to puniſh our of- 
* ECIICCES, 
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CHAP. KXI11. 


Of Juſtice in Generaft, and Parte. :». - 
The Great Good it dotl; iu j F- FE: C8 
and Kingdoms, a Token of ih2mr:xe 
retired Gaod it ciarh iz the Good. 
Tis ſeveral Kinds. That GGD S I" 
nitive Fuitice Sprargt fe 07 b11 Good- 
els, 


T HO following the common 
Courle of Morali\{ts, 1n our 22t- 
{tribution of Vertues, we haye fined 
Inſtice among rhe Cardinal Atorals, vo: 
upon ſecond Thoughts we find reaton 
to reduce 1t to the namber af D2warre 
Vertnes, becauſe upon 2 more neer and 
particular Inſpection, we find it ro be 

oe of the Perfetions of GOD, and 
under that notion ihall diſcovery 1ts Ex- 
cellence far more compleatly,then it we 
did contemplate its Nature, as it 1$ }iz 
mited and bounded amongrhe ACtions 
of Men. 

T HE Univerſal Juſtice of Pogo 
and Men regards aſl Morai ASGons 
and Vertnes whatever : It 15 s Wig 
N Z TUE 


Df Juſtice 
tue by which we yield Obedience to all 
righteous and Holy Laws, upon the 
Account «© the Obligations that lye 
upon us, for the Publick Welfare of the 
whole World. Becauſe we Love to do 
that winch is Right,and deſire the fruiti- 
on of Eternal Rewards. ' T here1s much 
Wiſdome and Goodneſs,as well as Cou- 
rage and Prudence neceſlary to the 
Exerciſe of this Vertue, and as much 
need of Temperance in It, as any, 
For he that will be thus juſt melt of 
neceſſity be Heroical, in deſpiſing all 
Pleaſure and Allurements that may lot- 
ten his Spirit, all fears and dangers that 
may diſcourage and divert him, al] in. 
feriot Obligations and Concernes that 
may intangle' and enſnarc him, he mult 
trample under foor all his Relations 
and friends and particular Afections 
ſo far as they incline him to partiality 
and floth; he muſt be endued with 
Great Wiſdome to diſcern his End, 
great Conſtancy to purſue 1t, great 
Prudence to ſee into i emptations and 
Impediments, and to lay hold on all Ad- 
vantages and Means that may be 1m- 
_ proved, he muſt have a Great Activity 


and Vigor in uſing them, a Lively No 
0 
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of his Obitgations, a tranſcendent Love 
to GOD and felicity, a migkry Pati- 

ence and Long-ſuffering, becauſe his F.- 
nemies are many, his Condition low, his 
Mark afar off, his Buſineſs manifil; | his 
Lite tho ſhort | 'n it telf, vet loag to hinr: 
his undertaking W cighty, and 1s na- 
ture corrupted.” 

THEY otherwiſe define Jaitice to be 
that Vertue by which we render unto all 
their Dune. *'Which is of large Extent 
if the Apoſtles Commentary comes 111 
for Explicagion.,, For this Cauſe pay 
you Tribute alſs, for they are GOD 5 
Alniſters attending continually 09 this 
ver y tning * Render therefore to all their 
Dzes, Tribute to whom Tribute is Due, 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſt on, Fear to whont 
Fear, Honour to whom Honour: One no 
man any thing,but toLavs 010 at ies {or 
the he that Loveth another 6 th Fulti We 
Law. Kings, and Magiſtrates, and i-. 
niſters, 2nd Parents, and Children, muft 
have all their Dae and ſo mult GC OD, 
Blefled for ever Adoration, to whom 
Adoration is duc, awd Obedience, to 
vhom ObeJience. In ſtrict ito we 
muſt render Hatred to whom Hatrc . 
Dne, and Love to whom Love. Hop. 
N 4 | 
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1s due to certain Crounds of Encou- 
ragemeut, and Sorrow to Certain ſor. 
rowftul Obje&ts. But all our Paffions 
muſt (t1]] be guided by the Rule of the 
Law,and all our Actions as Honour and 
Equity reqQuiITe, 
PARTICULAR Juſtice is con- 
verfant inthe Diſtribution of Rewards 
and tunithments, orclſe it obſerves the 
Rules of Equity and Reaſon in Buy! Ing 
ard Selling. It is called particu!ar, be. 
cauſe the Excercilc of 1t 1s not allotted 
to all, the Power of readring Rewards 
and Puniſhment being committed to a 
tew, namely to the Magiltrates : and 
among Private perſcns many not at all 
accuſtomed to Buying and Selling. This 
Vertue, being to be exerciſed by ſome 
particular mn, is particular Jultice, 
However it has occalioned a Diſtin&i- 
on in the 1 hing, whereby JuStice 1s Cl- 
vided into Diſtributive and CommutA- 
tr1ve - the one being uſed in Courts of 
Judicaturc, the other in the Market. 
IT was a notable Obſervation of 
Plato, that by reaſon of our Dim Eycs 
we are not able to ſc immediately wheat 
V<r:::c does In Secret in the Soul. And 
ng he ſayes, thut as an Old man 
that 


— > > ew a 
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that is blear-ey'd if he hath ſomething 
given him to read in little CharaAers, 


finds it neceſſary firſt to fee the fame in 


Capital Letters; ſo to obſerve fir{t what 
Vertue doth in a Commonyealth, is 
expedicnt to him, that would under- 
ſtand what it doth in his own Soul. 
The Throne is upholden by Juſtice, the 
Majeſty of Kings , and the Glory of 
Kingdomes 1s preſerved by Juſtice. 
When Vertue 1s rewarded, a1d Vice 
ſuppreſt.theCity flouriſheth,as thel aws 
xrethe Rampart of Mens Eſtates, Juſtice 
15 the Rampart of the Law, the Guardi- 
an Angels of every family, State and 
Kingdome. Kings and Counſcllore, 
and Prixſts, and Soldiers, and Trad. 
men, have all their ſeveral Oftice, and 
prover Duty ina Kingdome: and that 
Nation is ble{[ed(with order and Beau- 
ty.) where cvery one contains himſelf 
in his proper Duty. But where itTradeſ- 
men invade the Prietts oftice and dcfile 
the Altar, the Soldiers turn Counſel- 
lors, and every Conſellor depoſes the 
King, nothing but Contution can fol- 
low in ſuch a State. The Senſes and 
Members of the Bedy are like I raded- 
men they trafftick with ſenlible Objects, 
tic 


af 
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the Iraſcible paſſions of the Soul are 
Soldiers, and very apt to rebel and My. 
tiny 4 the Conſcience is the Prieſt in 
the Temple of the Mind; Right Reaſon 
1s the King, and the Concupiſcible Af- } 
fetions or ſmoother Paſſions, cſpecial-. | 
ly 4varice and Ambitiou may pals for 
Counſellors.T hey may do well to put a 
man in mind of his Intereſt, but when 
they depoſe Right Reaion, and uſurp 
the Throne, Ruine muſt follow 1n the 
Soul, the Paſſions will turn Conſellors, 
the Trades-men invade 1Þc TIc-mple, 
_ andall Rights (Sacred and Pi ofane) be 
blended together. To 1c]] offices of 
Truſt and Places of Judicature, is tor 
a King to do that himſelf which Rebels 
attempt 1n violence, to put unworthy 
men in places of Truſt promiſcuoully, 
that will fell Juſtice by Retail, as they 
bought it by Whole Sale: Juſtice 1sa 
a Severe Vertue, and will keep up all 
the Faculties of the Soul upon hard 
Duty - For otherwiſe it would not pay 
to Felicity its Due : But where its Carc 
is remiſs in taking an Account, and \0- 
hd Goods are barterdaway to counter- 
feit falſe Commodities, tne Soul will 


grow looſe and poor in a moment : All 
its 
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its Powers ſubordinate and Superior 
will forget their Duty, and the Healthy 
Eſtate of the Mind fall into Anarchy 
and Confuſion. All 1 it's Hopes and Fe- 
licities will be loſt, for want of that Ju- 
ſtice which Diſtributes to every Power 


its proper office, 
THERE are two paſlages that I 


| mightily deſire to be imprinted inthe 


Memory of all the World: and they are 
both of our Saviour. I he one 1s, He that 
is faithful in a little. ſhall be Ruler over 


much + The other is this, Ihe then is 


that Faithful and Wiſe Servant, whom his 
Lord hath made ARuler over bis Henſhold, 
togive ther meat in due ſeaſon : Bleſjed 
is that Servant, whom his Lerd when 
he cometh fhall Guet Jo doing. He that . 
is faithful in alittle, is faithful alſo in 
much, Tobe Jult in alittle Silver and 
Gold, and acourate in deciding Cauſes 
between a Man and his Neighbour, are 
Actions that in their own Nature ſeem 
to bave little tendency to Bliſs and Glo- 
ry. Butwhen we conltder that we are 
Servants for a time, cntruſted by a 
Lord , that will come and examine 
what we have done, we are not to mea- 
ſure our Hopes by thoſe little Ads, :s 

me 


tn General. 


they determine in a Moment, but im 
relation to the Recompences which our 
Lord will give when he cometh. For 
our Saviour hath added, Bleſſed is that 
Servant &c. Verily T ſay unto you that he 
ſhall make him Ruler over all hisGoods.But 
and if that evil Servant fhall ſay in his 
Heart my Lord delayeth his Coming : and 
fall begin to ſmite his fellow Servants, 
- and to eat and drink wit: 'he Drunken, 
the Lord of that Servan: ſhall come in « 
day when he looketh not jor him,andin au 
hour that he is not ware of, and ſhall cnt 
himr aſander, and appoint him his portion 
with Hypecrites, there ſball be Weeping 
anagnafhing of Teeth. 

IF GOD ſhould beloofe and carc- 
leis in- his Kingdome, as it is infinitely 
Greater then all other Don:inions, ſo 
would it quickly be more fuli »f con” 
fultons- Eſpecially Since the King 
would then himſelf be lo looſe and 
Carelefs. For Licence and profancl 
are of a fpreading Nature, and ſuch as 
the King 1s, fuch is the people. The vi- 
ces of Kings do always punifh them- 
ſclves 1n the Imitation of their ſubjeas, 
efpecially where the Diftin&ion be- 
tween Profane and Holy is loſt, and 

| there 
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there is no Hope and Fear of Puniſh- 
ments or Rewards. If G OD ſhould 
declare it by any Ad of his, to be 
a Thing indifterent whether men did 


well or ill; it would mightily abate 


the Rectitude of his nature, and E- 
eclipſe his Majeſty. His Sovereignty 
would be flighted, and his Will deſpx- 
cd, which ought capri to be dread- 
ed. While Juſtice is infinite and there 
's an infinite difference put between 


* Good and Evi}, his Creatures we ſee 


are apt to abuſe their Liberty, and Rez 
bel, and become Apoſtates ; tho they 
have an infinite pleaſure to aſpire after, 
and an infinjte deftruction, or Wrath 
to fear. What would they do, it the Di- 
vine Will were feeble and remiſs, and 
cxacted no reverence to its Law and 


Pleaſure ? It is the Height and Glory 


of GOD, that heſets an infinite Rate 
upon Excellent Deeds, and infinitely 
deteſts and abhprs the Wicked. Their 
laſt ends are not more diſtant then their 
hr(t Beginnings 3 in his Elteem, and 
Diſpleaſtire, Becauſe he 1s infinitely 
Offended and diſpleaſed at Evil Deeds, 
he guards and fortifies his Law,deterres 
acn from diſplcaling him by the fear 


O11 
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of infinite Puniſhments; Encourages 
men to pleaſe him by propeling infinite 
Rewards, and the Truth is the infinite 
Approbation and Eſteem which he hath 
for Wiſe and Holy Deeds, produceth a 
Delight and Complacency in them, 
which is the principal Part of the Ke- 
ward.. Nothing is more honourable 
then to be Praifed and honoured by the 
King of kings; Ih e infinite Hatred of 
Evil Deeds 1sthe.very Torment it ſelf, 
that affiifts the Wicked. Tis butto 
ſee how much we are hated of GOD, 
and how baſe the Action is, no other 
fire is necdful to Hell : The Devils 
chiefeſt Hell 1s in the Conſcience, 
They are obqurate and feared thar can- 
not diſcern and feel. The Wound 
which they infli& on themlelves, who 
grieve and offend their Creator. It is 
calie to ſee , the Neceſlity of that 
Juſtice which ſprings from Holineſs, 
and that GOD could not be infinitely 
Holy, were he not infinitely Juſt in 
like manner. 

THAT hisPunitve Juſtice ſprings 
from his Goodneſs, is next to be obſerv- 
ed. He puniſhes them that are hurt- 
full to others, He is molt ſevere in 
pleading 
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pleading the Cauſe of the Fatherleſs 
and the Widow, Himſelt is perſecu= 
ted when his Saints are moleſted - and 
the faults for which the untoward 
ſervant was puviſhed, are particularly 
thoſe of beating bis fellow Seruants. 
A good man by how much the more 
tender and compaſſionate he 1s, by fo 
much the more 1s he provoked at any 
orols Affront orabule of the Innocent. 
Every ſoul 1s the Bride of GOD: 
and his own infinite Goodneſs, which 
deſerves infinite Love, 1s infinitely 
Beloved by him. He infbnitely ten- 
dcrs It and avoids its leaſt Diſpleaſure : - 
but its Diſptealure 1s infinite at 
cvery Sin, and conſequently his An- 
ger, when ſuch a Sovereign Beauty 
as his infinite Goodneſs, is offended by 
It, 

THE foundation of his Righteous 
Aingdome, and of the Room prepared 
tor his Eternal Juſtice to act ip, is in- 
hnitely deeper, and muſt in other Diſ- 
courſes more full and copious (on that 
Theme) be ſhewn. And to thoſe we 
refer you. All we ſhall obſerve here 
1s, that this Punitive Juſtice being 
_ CODS infinite Zeal whereby he vin- 
dicates 
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dicates his abuſed Goodneſs; His 
Goodneſs mult of neccſlity proceed it, 
and be abuſed, before he can be Angry, 
and before his Anger can be accounted 
Juſtice. His Dominion 1s infinite, but 
cannot be Arbitrary (in a looſe Con- 
ſtruction) becauſe it is infinitely Divine 
and Glorious, CD 


— th. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Of Afercy, The indelible Stain ani 
Guilt of Sin. Of the Kingdom which 
GOD rercovered by Mercy, The tran): 
cendent Nature of that Duty, with its 
Fijcts and Benefit s. 


W UCH is the infinite Juſtice of God, 

and the Severity of his Diſpleaſure 
at Sin, tis Holincfs ſo Fure, and his Na- 
eare ſo irreconcilable, his Hatred ſo real 
and infinite againſt it, that when a Sin 
Is committed, his Soul is alienated from 
fhe Author of the Crime, and his inh- 
niteDiſpleaſure will ever ſee the Obli- 
quity, and ever loath the Deformity 
gherein_. 


THE Perſon of a' man 1s concern- 
Jo 
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ed, in (and always repreſented in tne. 
Glaſs of) his Action. Union between 
him and his Deeds is Marvellous. Tis lo 
cloſe, that his Soul it ſelf 1s hated or Be- 
loved in his Adtions. As long as it aps 
peareth in that deed which 1s Odi- 
ous and Deformed, he can never be 
Beloved. TOE 

HO W flight ſoever our Thoughts 
of Sin are, the leait Sin 1s of infinite De- 
merit, becauſe it breaketh the Union 
between God and the Soul, berceaveth 
him of his Deſire, blaſtcth - his Image, 
corrtpteth the Nature of the Soul, 15 
committed againſt infinite 'Gondnefs 
and Majeſty, being as the Scripture 
ſpeaketh Exceeding finſul, becaule it is 
committed againſt infinite Obligation; 
and Rewards , difplcaling to ail the 
Glorteus Angels, abominable to all theo 
Wiſe and Holy, utterly againſt all the 
Rules of Reaſon, and infinitely Oppo- 
lite to the Holineſs God, who 1s of pu- 
rer Eys then to behold the leaſt In1gui- 
ty. So that unleſs there be ſume way 
found out to deliver thc Soul from the 
Guilt of Sin, to blot out 1h: Act and to 
purife it from the Stain, there can be 
ho Reconciliation between G O D and 
O a 
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a Sinner. That an offence ſo infinite 
ſhould be Eternally puniſhed, is the 
moſt reaſonable thing in the World, 

NOTHING but infinite power 
and Wiſdome is able to waſh away Le- 
proſfie of guilt, and to reſtore the Soul 
to its former Beauty and Perfection, 
Without which all Pardon 1s vain, and 
the Sou] diſh nourable, and ſick unto 
Death,as long as the ſhame and Confu. 
ſion of its Guilt does lie upon it. Which 
cannot be removed by feeble Tears,nor 
by Acts . of Indignation againſt our 
ſelves, nor by any Penitcnce or Sor- | 
row of ours. For if theſe could pre- 
vail, the Divels might repent, and be 
cleared of their Treſpaſles ; long a- 

oe. | 

; THAFTnoLaw of Works can juſti- 
he Sinners 1s evident enough from that 
of the Apoſtle, For if there had been 
a Law given which could have given 
Life, verily Righteouſneſs ſhould have 
been by the Law. GOD was not fo 
prodigal, as without an infinite Cauſe 
roexpend the Blood of his Son. And 
the principal Cauſe for which he catne, 
was that he might be made a Curſe and 


Sin for us, that we might be delivered 
| | from 


Amen, 


| redemption, to take away all the filth 
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from the Curſe of the Law, and be 
eros the Rzehteouſneſs of G O0-D 1#:Ccr,s.21. 
im. 
T HE reafon why the Devilscannot 
he ſaved, is becauſe the Son of G OD 
took not npon hins the Nature of Angels, 
but the ſeed of Abraham. And there 15 no 
other name given under Heaven among 
men whereby we may be ſaved, but on- 
ly the name of Jeſus, who offered up 
himſelf a ſacrifice for us, that he might 
purifie to himſelf a peculiar people 
Zcalous of Good Work, He pacified 
the Wrath of God by his Death, and 
ſatished his Juſtice in ournature, and 
waſhed us in his Blood, and made us 
Kings and Prieſts untoGOD. To 
him be Glory and Dominion forever. 


I T was the Deſign of Chriſt, and it 
became the Mercy of GOD in our 


and Deformity of Guilt, in which the 
Perfection of his Love and Power ap- 
peareth. Even 4s Chriſt alſo Loved his ® bo oh 
Church, and gave himfelf for it,i that 
he might Sandifie and cleanſe it with 
the waſhine of Water , by the Word, 
That. he might - 940 it to himſelf a 

2 Glorious 
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Glorious Church, not having Spot, or 
Ifrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it 
might be holy and without Blemifh. For 
the Church of G OD being his Bride, 
and we Aſembers of his |Body, and of 
his Fleſh, and of his Bones 5 It Was meet 
that we ſhould be reſtored to the Per. 
feciion of Beauty, and 1f not recover 
the ſame, enjoy a Better Kighteouſneh; 
than we had before. 

THE Light of Nature could dif- 
cover nothing of all this, and there: 
fore it was taught by Revelations, and 
Miracles, and Oracles from Heaven. 

AS all things before his fall were 
ſubſervient to mans Glory and bleſled- 
ncſs, ſo all things after his fall became 
Oppolite to him; all creatures up braid- 
ed him with his "Quilt , every thing ag- 
oravated his Sin and increaſed his 
Damnation. [The 'glory and Bleſled- 
neſs which he loſt was his Torment, 
the Honour which he had before, was 


turned into thame; the Love of G OD 


which he had offended, increaſed his 
Gui/t, Eternity was a Horror to him, 
his Conſcience a Tormentor , and his } 


Lite a Burcen; Notiing but ſhame and | 
Deſpair could follow his Sir, the Light | 
of nature it ſelfc condemacd him, and 


- all | 
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21] that he could fcc ' was, that lhe was 
deformed, and. hated of God. For. 
that of the Pſalmilſt is an Eternal verity, 
Thou art nota GOD that hath plealure 
in Wickedneſs , neither ſhall Evil dwell ; 
with thee: The Fooliſh fhall not ſtand 
in thy ſight, thou hateſt all Workers of 
miquity © Thou ſhalt deſtroy them that 
(peak, leaſing : The Lord will abhor the 
Bluody and Peceitful man. 
T HE Exprets Declaration of GOD 
aflured Adam, that his Recovery was 
impoſſible, 1» the Day that thou eateſt 
thereof thoh ſhalt die the Death. For not 
being able ro dive intothe Secret Re- 
fervation, which depended ablolutely 
upon Gods holy Will and pleature, 
15 an Ac of Sovereignty above th- 
Tenor of the Law, all that he could 
ſee was, that he mhtſt dze the Death, be- 
cauſe the Veracity of GOD (as well 
as his nature.) obliged him to tulfil the 
Denunciation of the Sentence : atlealt 
as Adam conceived. | — 
IN the midſt of this B'ack and 
Horrid Condition, the Mercy of GOD 
appeared like a Morning Star, and 
the Redeeming Love of GOD was 
that alone which was able by its Dil- 
O 3 | CoVery 
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covery to diſpell the Myltes of Dark 


neſs - that were round about him. 

AS all things were before turned 
into Evil, by the force of Sin, and con. 
ſpired to ſink him lower into the Bot. 
tomleſs Pit; fo all the Evils of his pre- 
fent condition were, by this intinite 
Mercy, turned to his Advantage, and 
his Condition in many Reſpects far bet- 
' ter than before. : 

I'T is fit to ſee how Sin enfeebled 
his Soul, and made him unable to ſerve 
G OD; that we might the better un- 
derſtand the Manner of his Recovery, 
and how his Spiritual Life and Power is 
reſtored, in thenew ſtrength which he 
received in his Saviour. 

THE Atcount' of it 1s this : By his 
felf Love he was prone to defire all that 
was Profitable and Delightful to him: 
While therefore GOD infinitely 
Loved him, being apparently the foun- 
ceain of all his Happineſs, he could not 
chuſe, (as long as he conſidered it) 
but Love GOD and Delight in him, 
It was natural and Eaſe to celebrate his 
Praiſes. But when he was hated of | 
GOD, tho he could not chuſe but 


acknowledge that hatred Juft ; OG 
oc 
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Self Love made him to look upon 
GOD in a Malevolent manner, as 
E.is - Greateſt Enemy and his Eternal 
Tormentor. All that was in GOD 
was a Terror to him, His power, his 
Eternity, his Juſtice, his Holineſs, his 
Goodneſs, his Wiſdome, his Unalte. 
rable Blefledneſs, all was a grief and 
Terror to his Soul,7as long as the Ha- 
tred of G O D cantinued, againſt him 
it made him deſperate to think it would 
continue forever, and reduced him to 
the miſerable ſlavery of hating GOD 
cven to all Eternity. | 

BUT when the Love of G OD to- 
wards Man appeared, the Joy where- 
with he was ſurprized,was,in allLikely- 
locd, fo far beyond his Expectation, 
and his Redemption ſo far above the 
Powers of Nature, that his very Guilt 
and Deſpair enflamed him with Love. 


GOD appeared now ſo Weicome to 
him, and ſo Lovely aboveall that was 


before, that it was impoſlible for him to 
look upon G OD, and not to Love him 
with Greater Emazement apd Ardor 
then ever, Self Love, that Before 
compelled him to hate G OD, carr- 
ed him now moſt violently tb the Love 
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of GOD 3 and the Truth is, the Love 
of GOD in' the Eye of the Under- 
ſtanding, 1s the influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeding from the: Father by 
the Son into the Soul of the Spectator, 
For GOD is Love. and we therefore 
Love him, becauſe he firſt I oved us. 
A faln man 1s Still 'a reafonable Crea- 
ture, and having more reaſon to Love 
G OD then he had. before, 1s by the 
pure Nature of his Eflence infinitely 
more prone to Love G OPN.and de- 
. Fghit in him,and praiſe him for ever , be- 
cauſc he is ſo mercitully and ſo Strange- 
Iy reſtored. Thus are we in Chritt re- 
{tored to the Exerciſe of that Power 
which we loit by Sin - But without him 
we can do Nothing. 

WHEN allthe Kingdom of GOD 
was at an Eng by the fall of man.and al] 
the Labor of the Creation loft, by the 
Per verſneſs of him for whom the whole 
\Vorld wasmade; GOD by Ins Mercy 
recovered jt, and raiſed rt out of the 
Ruboiſh of 3s Runes, more Glorious 
than before, Which 1s the chref rea- 
ſn for the {ake for which we introduce 
the Mercy of GOD, as our belt pat- 
rm, For when aman has injured vs, 
bv Nature there is an End of all the 
; Lovely 
Þ 
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Lovely Exerciſes of Peace and Amity. 
If natural Juſtice ſhould be ſtrialy ob- 
ſerved 3; but then the Seaion of Grace 
arrives, and the 'Exceliencic of Mercy 
ſhews it ſelf in the Lutſtre of 1ts Wit- 
dome, and ſo our Empire 1s continued, 
our loſs retrived- For by ſhewing Mer- 
cy we Often recover the Love of an Ene- 
my, and reſtore a Criminal ta.the Joy of 
our freindſhip. We lengthenout our 
Goodneſs,and Heighten its meaſure 53 we 
make jt victorious, and cloath it with a 
Glory above the cowſe of Nature, And 
all this we areenabled to do by Coming 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who hath reſtored ns to 
the Hope of Salvation, and taught us a 
Way to increaſe our own Goodneſs by 
Other mens Evils, to turn the vices of 
others into our own Vertues, and to 
Live a Miraculous Life of Worth and 
Excellency in the midſt of Enemies, 
Dealing with men better than they de- 
ferve, adornig our ſelves with Trophies 
by the Advantages of their vilenefs, 
making ourſelves more Honourable by 
the Ignominy they caſt upon us, more 
Lovely and Defirable by rhe Hatred 
which they bear towards us, 

FHE foundations upon which we 
Exerciſe 
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ixerciſe this Vertue, are wholy Soper- 
3atural. To be kind to the innocent is 
but Juſtice and Guodneſs, but to be 
Kind to the Malevolent is Grace and 
Mercy. And this we mult do, becauſe 
our Father which is inHeaven Cauſeth his 
Sun to riſe on the Juſt andthe unjuſt and 
his Rain to deſcend on the Righteous and 
the Wicked, Recaufe Mercy is the Head 
S>ring of all our Felicities, therefore 
ſhould we fhew Mercy, as we have ob- 
tainedMercy,AstheBlood was fprinklcd 
_ upon the Tabernacle and all its Utcn- 
ſ11s; ſo 1s the Blood of Chriſt uponthe 
Heathens, and the Earth, and al} our 
Enjoyments. They are Daily Moni- 
tors of Mercy to us, becaufe they are 
purchaſed by the Blood of Chriſt. For 
of him it 1s, that the Heavens declare 
the Glory of GOD, and the firmament 
ſhewcth his Handy work to us finners 
at this day. The Salyation of Sinners 
being the onlyEnd for the fake of which 
wecan be permitted now to enjoy them, 
THE Incarnation of our Lord Jc- 
fas Chrilt is an incredible myſtery to. 
them «that do net conlider the Love of 
GOD towards Men, in the Creation 
of the World, But they that ys 
Urc 
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ſire it by his Laws and works, and 
ſee it in the value of their own Souls, 
would think it very Strange, 1t that 
Love which appearcth fo inhmite in all 
other things . ſhould be defective 
anly inits Ways of Providence, Ihe 

cally believe, it may expreſs it ſelf in 
he Incarnation. Eſpecially Since all 
\ocs are Beautified with the Effects 
ard Demonſtrations of this verity, that 
GOD ſoLoved the World.that he gave his 
only begotten S$on.that whoſoever believ- 
eth in him fhould not periſh but have E- 
verlaſting Life.For Love is apt to tranf- 
form it {elf into all ſhapes, that the . 
neceſlity of its Object requires 3 and 
as prone to ſuffer as rejoyce with 
it, as apt to ſuffer for t, as with 
it: Many fathers have died for their 
Children, many for their Country, but 
the Love of GODexceedeththem all. 
Tobe beloved in our Guilt is exceeding 
Wonderful : but this alſo 1s 1n the Nas 
ture of Love, it may be provoxed with | 
the Guilt, or moved with Compallion 


at the miſery of a Sinner. 
WHERE the Love is extreamly 


violent, and the weak Eſtate of the Ob- 
ject fit tor Compaflion, it 1s more 1nclt- 


ned 
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ned to Pity than Revenge- Tho 
where the Objcct is {trong, and endued 
with a)l advantages, 1tis more offended 
at the Outrage of its Rebellion. 

WHETHER we conlider the 
Nature of Man, or his Eftate before the 
Fall, we have ſotne reaſon to belicve 
that he zyas.more Beloved then the Ho- 
ly Angels for there was more exquilite 
Care and Art manifefted in the Creati- 
on of his Perſoz, and his Condition was 
fitted for a mofe curious Fendernct 
and Corhpaſlion , if he offended. 

IF you Took into the Nature of An- 
gelsand Men you will find this myghty 
Difterence between them, Angels arc 
more Simple Spirits, Men are Images of. 
GOD carctully -put into a Beautiful 
Caſe. Their Souls would ſeern equal to 
_ the Angels were they not to live in Hu- 
mane Fodics, and thoſe Podies are Su- 
peradded, certainly for. unſpeakable 
and moſt Glorious Ends : the viſible 
World was made for the fike of theſe 
Boctes,and without fuch perſons as men 
are, it would bentterly ufeleſs. The 
Hypoſtatical Union of two Natures !o 
unſpeakable different as the Soul and 
Body are , 1s of al! things in the (ng 
| me 
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molt myſterious and Miraculous. Man 
ſeems to be the Head of all Things witi- 
ble, and jnviſible, and the Goidenclaip 
whereby Things Material and Spiritual 
are United. Healone 1s able to 

the Divine Image, and to multiply ham- 
ſelf into Millions. His Body may be the 
Temple of GOD, and when it pleaſed 
GODto become aCreatvre.,he aſhumed 
theNature of Man, Angels are madeMt- 
niltring Spirits for the ſake of Man,and 
by him alone G O D and his works are 
United, 

I F you reſpett his Condition he wes 
made a- little lower than the Angels, 
that he might be crowncd with Glory 
and Honour ; I ower tor a I ime, that 
he might be Higher tor ever. The An- 
gels were placed in ſuch an Eſtate, that 
it they fell, it would be with more 
ſhame; yet it they itood, It would be 
with leſs Glory : For having the Ad= 
vantages of GreaterLight and ſttength, 
to Sin again{t them was more Odious, 
and to ſtand in them lets Wonderful. 
While man, being more remote from 


20J 


GOD, was more Obnoxious to Dan- ' 


gers, and more Weak to ralilt them 


His Want of Clear Light it he fell, - 


would lef{en his offence; And the Dit- 
tic'i!ties 
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ficulties wherewith he was ſurrounded, 
if he ſtood, would increafe his Vertue, 
which by confequence would make his 
Obedicnce more pleating, and much 
augment hisEternal Glory. All which 
put together, when Angels and Men 
both fell, firted Man rather to be chofen 
and redeemed ; he being the Greater 
Objeqt of Compaſſion and Mercy. 
T HE Degrees and meaſures of that 
Mercy which was fhewn to Man in his 
Redemption, are very conliderable, 
When he was Weak and unable to help 
himfclf . when he was Guilty, when 
he was an Enemy, when he was Le- 
prous and deformed , when he was 
Miſerable and Dead , before he de. 
fired, or Thought of ſuch a Thing, 
God freely gave his Son to die for 
his Salvation , and condeſcended 
ro propoſe a reconcihiation, Which 
thould teach us, tho higher then the 
Cherubims, and mor2 pure then the 
Light, tho our Enemics are neverſo 
baſe, and injurious, and ingrateful, nay 
Obſtinate and Rebellious, to ſe:k a 
reconcthation by the molt Laborious 
and Expepſive endeavors, to mant- 
f-\t all our Care and kindneſs to- 


ward 
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ward them, purſuing their Amegdment 
and Recovery. For the fame Mind 
ought to be inusthat was in Chrilt Je- 
ſys ; who being in the form of. GOD 
thought it no Robbery to be Equal 
with GOD, yet took npan him the 
Form of a Servant, and bring tound 
in faſhion as a man, humbled him- 
{tlf to the Death, of the Croſs: 
Wherefore GOD alſo hath Iighly 
exalted him, and given him a Name 
above every Name that at the Name 
of Jeſus every Knee might bow. 
The very reaſon why we ſo infinitc= 
ly adore him, being the incompara- 
ble Height and Perfection of his 
Mercy, expreſied in his Humiliation 


__ and Abafſement for us. If we would 


enter into- his Glory, we muſt wall 
in the Way which he hath trod before 
us, for that only will lead us into it. 

IHO GOD hath in his infinite 
Mercy redeemed us from the unavoid- 
able Neceſfity of being Damned, y<t 
hath he with infinite Prudence ordered 
the Way and Manner of our Redemp- 
tion : in ſuch ſort that we are not im= 
mediately tranſJated into Heaven, but 
reſtored to a zew Eſtate of Trial, and 
endued 
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endned with Power to do new Duties, 
as pleaſing to him, as thoſe which he 
required frem us in Eder. For he Loy- 
ed a Righteous Kingdome from the Be- 
ginning, wherein his Laws wete to be 
obeyed, Rewards and Puniſhments ex- 
petted, and adminiſtred ina Righteous 
manner. 

T HE Great and neceſlary Duties in 
this ſecond Kingdome are Faith and 
Repentance introduced by his Wiſdom, 
and occaſioned by Sin,neceſlary tor our 
Juſtification, and Sanctificaton, and Su- 
peradded to the former. 

THIS Kingdome of Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs, being founded onthe 
Blood of Chriſt,is byDeath and Sin and 
by the Supernatural Secrets of Love and 
Mercy, made infinitely more Deep and 
wmyfterious than the former, 
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of Faith. The Faculty of Believing im» 
planted in the Soul. Of what Nature 
its Obje&s are, The Neceſſity of Faith 
Tis Emd, Its Uſe and Excelency. Iz 

is the Mother and Fountain of all the 
 Pertues. 


AITH and Repentance are the 

Principal Vertues,which we ought 
to exerciſe it the Kingdome of Evar- 
velical Righteouſneſs : beeauſe by them 
210ne a Sinner is teftored to the Capa- 
city and Power of living in the Simi- 
ltudeof G OD. in the Pradice of his 
Divine and Eternal Vertues, For with- 
out Faith it is inpeſſible topleaſe GO D, 
becauſe we can never believe that he 
's the Rewarder of all thofe that diji- 


gently ſeek him , without that Credir 


Which 1s neceſlary to be given to the 
Diſcovery of his Love to them that are 
defiled by the Guilt of Sin. For as 
long as we think GOD to be aninfi- 
ite and Eternal Enemy to all Offcn- 
ders, we cannot uſe any Endeavor to 
plcaſe 
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pteaſe him, becauſe we Know there 1s 
no Hope of Reconciliation, andthe va! 
nicyofthe Artempt appears like a Ghoſt 
that always haunts us, and {tands in our 
Way ea oppole and diſcourage us, in 
the Auchicvment we would undertake. 
For coFight with Tavpoſſebility is lo Foo- 
tfh a thing that Nature itſelf Keeps us 
back from doing x. Till therefore we 
belicve onr Reconciliation poſlible, we 
have no Streagth at all to endeavour 
gur Salvation, Our Deſpait oppreſieth 
2ad fraftrates our Delires, with the in 
evitable Neceliity of ourEternal thame, 
2nd Guik, and miſery, 

T © believe that GOD will be ſo 
CGrecious, as to pardonour horrible A- 
poltacy and Rebellion, 15. a Work {6 
Great, tnat{.O D /accepteth it inſtead 
oat all otheerVorks of Innocence apd 
Fiety 220 belicve that he hath given his 
Eteraal Son to dy for us, and thatite 
fo Loved usastro come down fromHea- 
ven to kaficr the wrath of G O Djnour 
fiead, is fo much apainſt the Dictates of 
Nature and reaſon, that G O D amwpet- 
etb this Faith aloze for o—_ , 
not as if there were no Good Works 
xcceiiary belide , but by this aloue 

we 


| beit that which maketh Faith it ſelf ſo 


culty of velievirg,14 as certain as thar his 
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we are juſtified in his Sight, and our 


Juſtification cannot be aſcribed to any 
other Work of ours whatfoever, How- 


Great a Vertue, 1s that we thereby re- 
ceive a Power and an Inclination with 
all, to do thoſe Works of Love and 
Picty, the Performance and the Re- 
ward of which was the very End of our 
Saviours Coming. i 

THAT there 1s implanted inMan aFa- 


Eys areendued with the Faculty of ſce » 
ing, or his Soul with Knowledge, or any. 
other Faculty, And that this Power 1m- 
planted is of ſome Uſe in Nature, 1s as 
ſure, as any Thing inthe World. For 
nature never gaveto any thing a Power 
in vain, this therefore being one of thc 
Powers of the Son], mutt have a certain 
E:d ordained forit + And its uſe is the 
Exerciſe of Faith, in order to that 
End. 

O B JEC TS of Faith are thotke 
Things which cannot be diſcovercd but 
by the Teitimony of others. For fomc 
things are known by Sence, ſome 
by Reaſon, and fome by Teſti mony. 
things tha t are Known ht Sence, are 
2 preſent 


— 
Me OI 
% 


Of Faith. 

freſent, ſome time or other,to theSenſes 
themſelves. Thoſe Things which Rea- 
ſon diſcovers, are Known, as Eficds 
are by Cauſes, oras Cauſes by Effedts ; 
23 Good” and zational Demonſtration 


. Heng made by the Concatenatjon of 


Cauſes and Effects depending upon 
each other, whereby Things remote 
from Sence are evident to Reafon, be- 
cauſe the one is neceſlarily implied by 
the exiftence of the other, But ſome 
T hings there are, which have no ſuch 
neceliary Dependance at all - ſuchaxe 
the fortuitous Occurences that have. 
been in the World, with all thoſe 
Adions of free Agents that flow meer- 
Iy from their Will andpyicaſure. For 
of rheſe, there can be no certain Knows 
Icdge when t!:xy are paſt, but by Hilto- 
ry and Tradition, That the World 
was mace fo many years ago, thit Man 
was created jn an c{tateot Jnnocency 
that he fell into Sin, that G OD ap. 
peared, and-propmiſed the ſeed of the 
Woman to break the Serpents Head; 
that there was a Flood, that Sodpxr and 
Gomorrab was burnt by firc, that all 
the World ſpake one Language till the 
C&futou at Babel:that thefe Were ſuch 

fnet 
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trien as Julins Ceſar, or Alexander the 
Great,or ſuch as 4braham,and Moſesand 
David;that the children of 7ſr4ct were in 
Fegp!, and were delivered from thencs 
by Miracles 3 that they received the 
Law in the Wilderneſs, and were aftct- 


wards ſetled in the Land of Carans that - 


they had ſuch atid ſuch Prophets, and 
Prieſts, and Kings: that Jeſus Chriſt was 
born of the Virgin ary, that le was 
GOD and Man, that he died and roſe 4- 
ain, thar he afcended into Heaven, an 
[ent the Holy Ghoſt down upon his A4- 
poſtler, Nay that there is fych a City as 
Teruſalens all theſe things can no other 
Way be underſtood bat only by Faith, 
for no Light of Natute nor priniple 
of Reaſon can declare ſuch verities gs 
thefe, amorig which we may reckon 
theſe, that all the Nations in the World, 
except that ofthe Fews,were Pagans arid 
Idolatrous, till the Goſpel began ro 
came forth from Jury ; that by the Mi- 
racles, and Perſwaſions, and Faith, ard 


Patience, and Perſecutians, and Deaths 


of the Martyrs, they were converted, 
and forfook their Dumb Tdols, and e- 
rected Temples tothe GOD of Hea. 
Ven; that hits Eternal Son was craucift- 
F4 cd 
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ed in Judea , that ſuch Emperors made 
ſuch Laws, that ſuch Councils were 
held in ſuch Ages, that ſuch and ſuch 
Fathers ſprung up in the Church; that 
there is ſuch a Place as Rome, and Con- 
ſraminople : theſe and many Millions of 
[the like Objects, to them that live in 
this Age, and never ſtirred any further 
,then the Engliſh Coaſt,arc revealed on- 
ly by the Light of Hiſtory, and receiy- 
cd upon Trult from the Leſtimonyof 
others. Nevertheleſs there 1s as great 
a Certainty of theſe Things, as 1f they 
had been made out, by Mathewarical ' 
Demonſtration, or had bcen iccu with 
our Eys. | 
FORtho there are ſume falſe and ſome 
Doubtful Telumonies, yer there are alſo 
ſome that are Trae and Certaiv. And 
leaſt all\ Faith (ſhould be utterly blind, 
, and vain,and uncertain,therc are Exter- 
' nal Circumſtances and inward Proper: 
ties, by which thoſe Tcftimonies which 
are true and infallibte are diltinguilhed 
' from others. 

ALL thoſeThings that arcabſolutely 
'neceſlary to the Welfare of Mankind, 
the Knowledge of whicn 1s of general 
Importance, that are Unanimoully' at- 
| SC * Teited 


teſted by all.thas mention thern; and u- 
niverfally.believed thzonghout all the 
World, being as firm and certain.as the 
Earth, or the Sun, or. the Skyc it felt. 
We are not more Sure that we have 
Eys in our Heads, then that there 
are Stars in the Heavens: tho the 
Diſtance of thoſe Stars are many Mitt- 
tons of Leagues from our. Bodily Or- 
gans. RR : 
THE Objects and Tranfactons 
which 1» former Ages occur to our 
Eys, (1 meanthe Spiritual Eys of the 
ntelligible Soul, that are feared within) 
are by Faith received, and brought to 
the underſtanding. When they are 
tranſmitted to our Knowledge, their 
Naturets apprehended immediately by 
the Soul, and their exiſtence examined 
by Reafon. There being certain 
_ Clear and infallible. Rules, by whicn 

their Truth. or falſhoog may be dit- 
cerned. And for this Caufe js nc that we 

are commanded, to Try all Things, and 
bold fafs that which 3s Good; It 18 (per ,571 5. 
our Duty, to be ready always togive a - 
reaſen of the Hope that is inns. For 
Reaſon 15a tranſcendent facudty, which 

P 4 extcuded 
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extendeth to all Objets,and penetrates 
Intro allwiſteries,ſofar as ro eriquire what 
probability may be in them 5 what A- 
—_ or repugnance there is in the 
ature of the Things revealed ; what 
Hirtnany or Contradidtion there is in 
the Things themſelves, what Corre- 
ondence in all tte Circumſtances, 
What Eonſiſtence between thoſe Things 
which we certainly Kzow , and thoſe 
which we are ferfwaded to believe, 
what ' Authority the Relation is of, 
what is the Deſign and integrity of the 
Relators,what is the Uſe and End of the 
things revealed, whether they are im= 
portant or frivolous, abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, meerly convenient, or wholy Su- 
perfluous, things to be abhorred, or 
things to be defired, Abſard or Amia- 
ble,” what Preparations went before, 
what Cauſes preceded their Exiſtence, 
' what Effects followed, what Concomi- 
fants they had, what Monuments of 
them arenow left in the world, How the 
Wiſe and Leained' judge of them, 
what Conſent and Unity there is in all 
the Relations, and Hiſtories,and Tradi- 
tions, of the Things reported. 
; WHERE 
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WHERE there is no Repugnance be- 
eween the Objeas offered to our Faith 
and the Things we already know, no 
Inconſiſtance in the Things themſelvs, 
no difference, no Contention between 
the Relators, no fraud in promoting, 
nor folly (diſcernable) in the firſt Em- 
bracing of the Things that are pub- 
liſhed, no Want of Care in Sifting and 
examining their Reality, nor ariy want - 
(in the Hearers) of Induſtry, Skill and 
Power to detect the Impoſtare, there is 
a fair Way laid apen to the Credi- 
ble. of fach Objetts attdfied and re- 
vealed with ſuch Circumſtances. But 
if the Things atteſted were openly 
tranſacted in the face of the World and 
had Millions of Spectators at the firſt, f 
they were fo publick as to be taken no- 
tice of in all Krnd of Hiſtories of thoſe 
times arid places, if they were founded 
0n great and weighty cauſes, if they 
; were purſued by a conftant Series, and 
ſucceſſion of affairs, for many Ages, 
it they produced great and publick al- 
terations inthe World, if they over- 
came all fyſpicious oppokttions, obſta- 
cles, and impediments, if they chan- 
{ed the ſtate of Kingdoms and Em- 
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pires, it old Records, and Monuments 
and Magnificent Buildings are left be. 
hind, which thoſe Occurrences oc- 
calioned ;, our Reaſon it ſelf afliſts our 
Belicf., and our Faith is founded up. 
on Grownds, that cannot be removed: 


| Much more if the Fhings be agreeable 


to the Nature of GOD, and tend tothe 
Perfection of Created Nature, if ma- 
ny Prophelies and long Expettations, 


| have preceded rheir Accompliſhment, 


1f the miſterics revealed are attelted 
by Miracles, and painted out many A- 
ges before, by Types and Ceremonies, 
that can bear no other Explication 
in Nature, nor have any Ratio- 
nal ufe beltdes; if all the Beay- 
ty of furmer Ages 'is founded m, 
and compounded by their Hatmo- 
py, if they fitly anſwer the Exigencies 
of Humane Nature, and untold rhe 
Erue Originals of all the Difordes 
and Corruption in the world, if the 
Greateſt and Buſt Part of Learning it 
ef conliſts in the Knowledge of fuch 
affairs; if the Doctrines on which they 
attend, be the molt pure, and -Holy, 
and Divine, and Heavenly ; if the molt 
of them are rooted in Nature it {ll 

when 


1 
: 
| 
> 
| 
? 
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when they are examined and confi- 


' dered , but were not diſcerned nor 


Known: before; if they ſupply the 


Defects - of ._onr Underitanding and 


lead cus Arey 'to fliciry; If they 
take off our Guilt, and are ' proper 
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Remedies to heal the Diſtempers and 


Maladies of our Corruption ;/if they 
direct and quiet the paſſions of Menand 
purifie their - Hearts, and: make mrn 
Bleſſings ta one another: 1f they exter- 
minate their vices, - and Naturally tend 
to the Perfection of their Manners, if 
they lead them to Communion with 
GOD, and raiſe up their Souls to the 
fruition of Eternity , . enlarge thcir 


Minds with a Delightful Contemplati- 


on of his Omnipreſence, enricha# them 
with infinite varieties of Glorious Ob- 


Jets fit. to be enjoycd, if they perteGt 


all the Powers oft the Soul, and 


Crown it with the End for which 


It was waeprepared : Where all theſe 
Things meet together, they make a 
Foundation like that of the Great 
Mountains which can never be moved. 
But if there be any flaw, or Defect, 
in theſe Things, it any ef them b- 
wanting, our Faith will be. fo far 


forth 


me Df Faith. 
forth lame and uncertiin, as our 
Reaſon ſhall difcern its Cauſe to be 
failing. _— 

NOW of all the Thingsthat 
the World doth afford, the Chrilti- 
an Religion 1s, thar' alone whietein al! 
theſe Canſes of Faith perfectly con- 
cor. Infomuch that no Obje@ of 
Faith in all the World isfor Certainty 


Comparable to that of Religion.Never 


had any Fruth ſo many Witneſſes, ne- 
ver any Faith ſo many Evidences, they 
that firſt caught and publiſhed it,deſpit- 
e& all the Grandeurs and Pleafures in 
the World, deſigned nothing but their 
Eternal Felicity,and the Benefit of men, 
trampled alt Honours and Riches under 
feet,atteſted the Truths they raught and 
xevealed, by Miracles Woes, not in 
obſcure Corners, but in the Eye of 
the San, many Nations far diſtant from 
each other were it! a Moment reduc- 
ed, and changed at a time. ' Millions of 
Martyrs were fo certain of the Truth 
of theſe 1 hings,that they laught at Perz 
ſcutions, and Flames, and Torments. 
The Jews that are the great enemies 
of Chriſtianity, confeſs thoſe Hiſtories, 
and Propheſtes, and Miracles, and 


_ Types 


2 
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Types , and Figures upon which it is 
founded. They revererice the Book 
wherein they are recorded above all 
the Writings in the World, confeſs that 
they had it before our Saviour was 
born, and glory that it was theirs, 
before it was ours, Their wholeFaith 
and Religion is made upof Sach Mate- 


 rials,, which being granted, it is impoſe 


ſible the Chriftian Religion ſhould be 
falſe, Turks acknowledge the Hiſtori- 
calPart, The Aptifices of Corruptors 
have been all detected, and muſt ofne- 
ceſlity ſo be as 00g there are inquilt- 
tive Met inthe World : All Schiſma- 
ticks and Hereticks have cavilled and 
diſputed abont the true Interpretation 
of certain. bn. but never, ſo much 
as Doubted7 much leſs ſhaken the 
foundation.” Nay when you look into 
Matters well ,. the very Certainty of 
the one was the occaſion of the 0- 
ther. The great Moment of what they 
took for granted mage the ſtrife the 

more Eager, | 
T HIS Advantage our Faith has a- 
bove all, it is ſuſpeQted only by Lazy 
and Profane, half witted men that 
are is Empty as felf conceited, as 
Ia 
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talh as Wanton, and as mech Eneries 
worn and Vertue, asto 1 ruthand. 
Ss 


Godlinefs, ' But the thore you'ſearch 


Into it, the more Light'and Beauty you 


{balk diſcern in the Chriſtian Religion, 


theEvidences of it will appear f{ti}] more 


dcep and abundant, asendicfs in Num- 
zer, force; and Value, as they are unex- 
pected. PEI SOM 1a Id aa 

- AMONG other Objeds of Felici- 
ty to be:eroyed, the Ways of G'O DW 
all Ages are not theleaft conſiderable 
and: JlJuſtrious, Eternity is as much 
Beautified''with them, -as his Omni- 
prefence is withthe Works of the Crea- 
tion. | For Time is in Etermty, as the 
World is in Itftimenfity : Reaſon expedgs 
that: the one ſhould be Beautiful, as 
we}l as the other.'' For Since all Time 
ray be: ObjeCted tothe Eye of Knoy- 
ledge altogether, and Faith 15 prepar- 
ed m the Soul onpurpoſe, thatall the 
Things in Timemay be admirtedinto 
tho Eye-of the'Soul,- it 4s very Dil- 
plealing to Humane Reafon, that Trme 
ſhouly be horrid;and/Dark;and cmpty, 


 or«that.he thar has expreſſed ſompctt 


Love.'tn' the Creation of rhe World \ 
fhould 'be Unmindful of AS 
I 
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DE Faith, . 
a the Diſpenſations of his Providence. 
Eſpecially Since the Werld,how Glori- 
ous ſoever it is, ..1s but the Theatre of 
more Glorious Adtions, andthe Capa- 


city of Time as Great and Large as that 


of the Univerſe, Agesareas long and as 
Wide as Kingdoms, Now. it GOD 
have altogether neglected the Covern. 
ment of the World, all lime will be 
Dark and vain, and inoumerableBright 
and Delighful Objedts, which were 
poſſible to be defired, denied tothe 
Soml, and the better half of GODS 
Love be removed. But if GODS, 
Will and Pleaſure be Uniform in his O- 
perations, and Time it ſelf Beautificd 
by this Wiſdome, Goodnels, and Pow- 
£r, as well as the World, our Faith 
will havea peculiar Excellency becauſe, 
« is that by which all the Beauties in 
Time and Providence are enjoyed : E- 
ſpecially if it be able to lee and feel 
them in clear Light, and inas lively a 
mauner as. the , Keaſoz: of 'the Soul 
can do, when molt fully inform- . 
ed. It is. evident that without this 
Faith, the Greater half of our Felicity 
can neyer be enjoyed. ; 
© Know that. we are Men, ens 


compaliled 
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compaſſed with the Skies, and that ths 
Sun and Moon, and Stars are about ns, 
with all the Elements and Terreftria} 
Creatres,is matter of Fence and Reaſon, 
as it js alfo, thatwe have the Domini- 
on and uſeof thems and that ſuch Ex: 
cellencics aiid Degrees of Goodneſs 
are Contatural to them ; Puttheir ut- 
moſt Perfection is diſcoveted only by 
the Truth of Religion, that alone dif- 
doſes their ficlt Canſe, and their laſt 
End, without which all their Interme- 
diate uſes are Extremely DeſeRiye: Itis 


Gar more Pleaſant ro ſee the Infinite 


#nd Etctnal GODHEAD from the 
Sacorprehenfible Height of his Glory, 
ſtooping down to the dbyſs of Nothing, 
and 4thally making all theſe Tranfcen- 
dent Things out of Nothing for onf 
fakes, then to ſee our ſelves It prefent 
furrounded with ther: This is the firſt 
A& of all the Orrtatnents of Tizve and 
Natyre, Which tho it be founded on 
dex Reaſon, yet is it an Objett of our 
Higheſt Faith, as it is revealed by the 
Word of GOD:and therefore it is ſaid; 
Threneh faith we nuderſtand that the 
Worlds were made. For Faith and Rea- 
fon are not fo divided, but yo (the 
r 


nally 


_ 
formally Diſtin&) they may enter into 
each others Nature, and Materially be 
the ſame. T he very fame Objea(l mean) 
that is Known to Reaſon, may by Faith 
be beHeved: Keaſon not deſtroying 
but confirming -Fa5#h, while it 1s Know 
upon one account,andhe/reved On ano- 
ther. For there is a Mutnal-Conveni- 
ence between theſe two, Fazth is by Rea- 


ſon confirmed, and Reaſor is by Faith 


Perfeed. | 2 
TO ſee GOD ſtooping down to 
Create the World, and Nathing fol. 
fow,is not ſo Beautiful, as toſce him af- 
cerward in the Act of making Man, and 
Giving him - Dominion over all the 
Creatures, It tis more pleaſant ro 
fee Man made 'in GODS Image, 
then to ſee the World' made for the 
uſe of Man. For the' End of the 
Creation is that, nfon which all the 
Perfeftion of its Glory does depend, 
and the more Noble 2a is, for whoſe 
uſe the IForld was made, the more fub- 
lime and Glorious its Exd is-* To ſee 
him placed in'the Eſtate of Irmocency, 
Light,and CE RIA was ſectre 
from Death, and Sin, and Sickneſs, and 
Intelicity,if himfelf pleaſed, is very De- 
Q Ighttul 


" 
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lightful; ſoit is to ſee, that Nature ne- 
ver intended any of thoſe Abortive Er- 
rors, that now ſo confound us: But 
to ſee the End why man was placed in 
ſuch an Eſtate, to be his Trzal, and the 
End of that his freizdſbip with GOD, 
whoſe Exerciſe confiſteth in voluntary 
| Acts of Gratitude and Amity ; and the 
End of thoſe the Beauty of his Life, 
and his fuller Exaltation to Bliſs and 
Glory ; this 1s far more Pleaſant then 
the other. To ſee him fall 1s infinitely 


Diſpleaſing, but the fault is intirely 


charged on. himſelf: And had GOD 
Fternally deſtroyed him, tho weper- 
haps had never lived to (ee it, yet 
we confeſs it would have been juſtin 
, It ſelf, and the Juſtice Adorable. But 
' toſee GOD exalting his mercy in par- 
doning the offence,and for. all our ſakes 
redeeming Man by the Death of hisScn 
1s ſweet {til}; as1tis alſo to ſee his inh- 
nite Juſtice and Holineſs in the ſarner 
of our Redemption, To ſee himlay 
the foundation of our Hope ona cer- 
tain Promiſe, ſeconded with his Long- 
ſuffering, yet defer the Accompliſhment 
of it for our greater Benefit, wiſely for: 
bearing to ſend his Son till zhe foie 
| | 7 
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Time. is very tranſporting. but the Rea- 
ſon of it is very Diftcult ro underſtand. 
His foreſight of our Obſtinate Blind- 
reſi and Thcredulity was the Cauſe of 
isDclay-That he might gain Time,be- 
fore our $avio#r came; to {peak of him,” 
to paint him forth, t& make him 
the expeCtation of the World, and 
the Hope of al] Nations;To fee hit for 
that End reveal himſelf to Abraham, I- 
ſaae, and Jacob, and orange down 
their Pofterity into the Land of E+ 
{5pt, that he might make that Nation, 
out of which our Saviour was to 
ſpring, Famons by Miracles, and by 
his Condu&t and Government of them, 
more Glorioxns then all Nations, to 
dppear himſelf among them, and give 
b!s Oracles ufito them, and to make 
them conſpicuous to the Fye of all 
the World”: by mighty ' Signes, and 
Wonders, and Judgments, puniſhing ' 
them for their offences, yet Gracioul- 
ly continaing a Seed among them, 
that Chriſt might be raifed up accord- 
Ing to the Propheſtes, that went before 
concerning him. To ſee all the Myſte- 
ties of the Golpel painted' ovit in (o 
Lively a Manger, in all the Types and 
Figures of 'the Ceremonial Law , and 
Q- 2 that 


te ms 


. once, the very Town where he 
| born, and the C7ty from whence the 
* Law thonld gs; forth into all theWorld, 


Df Faith; 


that Service with ſo much. ſplendor 


and Glory continued, before he came 
by the Space of two thouſand years, 
wherein all the myſteries of his King- 
dome are exhibited ; to ſee the Volumes 
of the Book in which it was written 
of him, ſo highly magnified and exalted, 
by them that crucitied him after it was 
written,and that now continue fo much 
to oppoſe him as the Jews do; Toſee 
the Prophets at various Times, and in 
Divers manners, ſoclearly to deſcribe 
all the particulars of his Life and Do- 
&rine, his Eternity, his Godhead, the 
Hypoſtatical. Union, his Incarnation in 
the Virgins Womb, his Poverty, his 


| Meekneſs,hisMiraculons Life, his Death 


and Paſſion, his Refurreftion and Af- 
cention into Heaven, the Sudden and 
Miraculous Converſion of the Gentiles, 
compared to a Nation's bei ws s 
uldb 


« 


and the Temple, in which the Golpel 
ſhould begin-to be preached. To {ec 
the Accomphſhment of all theſe Things 
attended with ſo. many Glorious and 
Franſcendent Wonders, and the utte! 

- ſubverſion 


fa 
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ſubverſion of that Nation, for their In- 
credulity when they had ſlain hims To 
ſee Kings and Queens . became the 
Nurſing Fathers and Mothers of the 
Church, and ſo many Glorious Em- 
pires receive his Law that was hanged 
on a Treez To ſce Temples erefted o= 


verall the World toa Crucified GOD, 


and Nations upon Earth adoring his 
Glory in the Higheſt Heavens ; Eſpeci- 
ally to ſee the manner of his ſatisfacti- 
on, by way of Sacrifice in ourſtead,the 
laying of our Sins upon his Head, & the 
ſprinkling of his Blood upon allNations 
ſo lively repreſented, the Neceſlity of 
ſuch a Saviour exhibited by the Rigor 
and Severity of the Law, his Perſon and 
his Office being pointed out in ſo par- 
ticular a Manner ; all this as it is ſweet 
& Heavenly, ſo does it enrich the Con- 
templation ofthe Soul, & make it mect 
to walk inCommunion with GODin all 
Aees, adoring his Wiſdome,and Good- 


neſs,and Power,admiring & delighting 


inthefwlneſf of his Love, And all theſe 
moſt Great & Tranſporting Things we 
receive into Our ſouls by Fajzth alone. 

BUT that which above all other 
Things is moſt ſatisfafory is to ſee Je- 


Q 3 ſus. 


229 


Df Faith. 
ſus Chriſt #he end of the Law, and the 
centre of time, the main Buſineſs of 
all the Diſpenſations of GO DS Pro. 
vidence,and the only Hinge upon which 
all myſteries both of the Law and Gof- 
pel Principally turn. | 

H AD. he come in the Beginning of 
the World, there had been no Room 
nor Place for all theſe Prophceſies, and 
Figures, and Expectations, and Mira. 
cles, Precedeing his Birth, we had had 
nothing but a bare and raked Tradi- 
tion, that he had been jn the world, 
which by the carcleſneſs of men had 
paſled away like a Dream, and dicd 
rnprofitablyz As we may plainly fee 
by their Backwardneſs to believe theſe 
Things, notwithſtanding their ſtrength 
and Beauty, and the reiterated Appea- 
rances of G OD to excite and awaken 
Man-kind, notwithſtanding his careto 
erect a Miniftery among ne, for this ve- 
ry end,that Jeſus Chriſt might be Knows. 
HAD henotbeenGOD and MAN 
in one Perſg@n, had no ſatisfaction been 
neceſlary for our (ins, had he nor made 
ſatisfaCtion for us3 there had been no 
Neceſlity of believing on his name. 


The light ofnature had beerrſufficient to 


gud 


Df Faith. 


guid us to ſorrow and' Obedience) all 


this tronble and care might have 
been ſpared, a!l this Oeconomy mighe 
have been changed into a Govern- 
ment of leſs expence, and: the. moſt 
of theſe proceedings had been imper- 
tinent and ſuperflgous, For they all 
receive their Attainment and PerfeCti- 
on in Jeſus Chriſt, whois the fulnefs, and 
ſubſtance, and Glory of them. _ 
NOR is it, the exceliency of Faith 
alone, that jt logks back upon Ages 
paſt : it takes in the Influences of all 
theſe, that it may bring forth fruit , 
in our Lives for the time to come. 
For what is it but the Faith of theſe 


things, attended with the Glory which | 


1s intimated by them, that made ſo ma- 
ny Divine and Heavenly perſons, fo 
many Wiſe and Holy Heroes, ſo ma- 
ny Saints and Martyrs ! What can en- 
lame us with the love of GOD, in- 
(pire us with Courage, or fill us with 
Joy, but the Sence of them! A true 


and lively Faith is among Sinqersthe 


only Root of Grace and Virtue, the 
only Foundation of Hope , the oaly 
Fountain of excellent Ations, And 


there fore it is obſerved by. the Apoſtle - 


Q 4 Paul, 


A des 
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Df Faltth, 


Pawl, that-by- F atth Abel - offered a more 
Excellent ſacrifice then Cain, by Faith 
Ewoch walked with G OD, by Faith 
Noah prepmed an Ark, m which being 
warned of G O D, he ſaved himſelffrom 


the genera] Deluge ;by Faith 4brah im 
did fuch Things, as made his Seed to 
multiply above the Stars 'of Heaven; 


by Faith Affes deſpifed the Honours 


and Treafures of Egypt, and endured, 
as ſeeing him that was inviſible ; what 
Jhoutd Tſay more (faith the Apoltle ) 
For the time would fail me totell of Gi- 
deon, and of Barak, and of Sampſon, 
and of Jeptha, of David alſo, and of Sami- 
uel, 'a#4 of the Prophets : who throwgh 
Faith ſubdued Kingdoms. wroneht Righ: 
teonſneſs, obtained Promiſes, Stopped the 
wonths of Lions, Ontyched the violente 
of fire, eſcaped the Edge of the Smord, 
out of Weakneſs were made ſtrong. wax- 
ed valitht in fret, turned to flight the 
Armies of the Aliens. Women received 
their Dead raiſed to Life again, and 
thers were tortured, not accepting Deli- 
ver. nce, thatthey might obtaih a better 
ReſurreFion. ard others had tryal of 
criel Afocking and Sconnges, yea moree 
over of Bonds and Hafrijonments. They 

were 


Df Faith, 


were ſioned, they were ſaws aſander, 
were tempted, were ſlain with the ſword, 
they wandred about in Sheep-chins and 
Goat-shins, being deſtitute, affliFed, ftor-' 
mented; of whom the World was not wor- 
thy, they wandered in Deſerts and Moun- 
rains, and in Dens and Capes of the earth. 
All theſe things were done through 
Faith, while yet there were but a few 
Things ſeen to encourage them, Bur 
the whole Accqmpliſhment of myſteries 
and myracles 1s far more fair, and vigo- 
rous, and enflaming ; the Beauty of the 


_ whole Body of GODS Diſpenſations fit- 


ly united in all its Parts, being an cter- 
nal, 2/24ument of his Wiſdom and Pow- 
er, decJaring the Glory qf hisLove, and 
Kingdom in a more Eminent manner, 
and making us more ther conquerors 
in and thorrow Jeſus Cbrift, who loved 
us, and gave himſelf for us. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


of nhpe, Tts foundation, its Diſtin@i- 
on from Faith, its Extents and Dj- 
mrenſlons, its Life and Vigor, its Seve. 
ral Kinds, its Sweetmeſs and Excel- 
lency. 


ANUS with his two Faces, look- 

ing backward and forward ſeems to 
bea fit Emblem of the Soul, which i I5 a- 
ble to look on all Objects in the Eter. 
nity paſt, and in all Objects before, 
in Eternity to come. Faith and 
Hope are the two Faces of this Sou'. 
By its Faith it beholdeth Things that 
are paſt, and by its Hope regardeth 
Things that are to come. Orif you 
plcaſe totake Faith in a more large and 
Comprehenhve Sence, Faith hath both 
theſe Faces, being that Vertue by which 
we give Credit to all Teſtimonies 
which we believe to be true: concern- 
19g Things palt preſent and to 
come: Hope 1s a Vertue mixt of Belict 
'and Delire, by which we conceive 
che Poſlibility of attaining the Ends we 
would 


Qf Hope. 
would enjoy , and are ſtirred up to 
endeavour after them, Faith reſpects 
the Credibility of Things believed to 
be True , Hope 5 the Poſſability and 
Goodneſs of their Enjoyment. The 
Simple Reality of Things believed 1s 
the Obje& of the one. the facility 
of their attainment , and our Inc 
tereſt united are the Object of the 
other, 

HOPE preſuppoſes a Belief of 
the Certainty of what we defire. It 
is an AfﬀecGtion of the Soul of very ge- 
neral Importance, Which foraſmuch 
as1t is founded on Faith,and derives its 
ſtrength from the Sure Belief of what 
we hope to attain, and there can be no 
fruition of that which is nor really ex- 
iſtent, to lay the foundation of our 
Hope more firmly, we will again con=- 
Iider the Objects of Faith in the beſt 
Light wherein their apparent certainty 
may be diſcerned. | 

T HE Objeds of Divine Faith re- 


| vealedin the holy Scripture may ficly 


be ranked into three Orders. For the 
Matter of the Bible being partly Hiſto- 
rical, and partly Prephetical,and partly 
DgFrinal, the Objects of Divine Faith 
tall 
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fall under theſe three Heads, of Do- 
Frine, Hiſtory, 'and Propheſee. 
THE Dod@rine of the Scripture is 
of two ſorts: for ſeme Doftrines are 
Natxral, ſome are Supernatural. The 
Natural are again divided into two, 
For ſome of them are Laws that teach 
us our Duty, fome of them Propoſiti- 
ons only, or bare and Simple Afﬀfirza- 
tions, Which we call Articies guiding 
our Apprehenfions in the Truth of 
thoſe Things which are meet to be 
Known, Speculation is intended itt 
the one, and Practice 1g the other. 
NATURAL Do@rines are Objects 
of Divine Faith, only as they arerc- 


vealed by the Wordof GOD. For 


the Avthority of the Witneſs 1s that 
which maketh our Faith D:zvize, They 
are called Nataral, becauſe how ever 
Bind any manis, in his preſent con- 
dition; upon a diligent Search, thoſe 
Things may be clearly difcerned by the 
Light of Nature. Thoſe Dogdrines 
whych 2re Objeds of Divine Faith and 
yet may be found out by the Invelti- 
gation of Keaſon,are ſuch as theſe. That 
rhere isa G OD, that the World was 
made, that man was'created ih GODS 
Image 


Df. Hope, 
Image, that he hath Dominion over the 
works of his Hands, that heis or ought 
tobe tenderly Beloved of all mankind, 
that he is to be good, and full of Love 
to others:that he 1s torender all Objects 
their Due Eſteem, and to be Grateful 
for the Benefits he hath received of his. 
oreat Creator : that the firit Eſtate of 
the Worlds Creation was pure and per- 
fet, that Sin came in by the Acciden- 
tal abuſe of the Creatures Liberty,that 
Nature 1s Corrupted, that Death was 
introduced as the Puniſhmeat of Sin, 
that the Soul is Immortal, that GOD 
is infinitely Juſt, and Wiſe, and Ho- 
ly; that he will diſtribute Rewards , 
and Puniſhments according to Right ; 
that there is. fuch a Thing as brernity 
and Immenſity ; that the Body is frail 
and ſubject to Diſeaſes 3 that we re- 
ceive all Things from G O D, and de- 


 pend in the fruition of all upon his 


Power and Providence ; that it is Wife 
to pleaſe, him, and fooliſh to difpleaſe 
him ; that Puniſhment. is dae to Sin, 
and. that GOD;hateth it that Reward 
is due to.YVertue, and G O D delightetir 
m_ It; that there isa Conſcience in the 
Soul, by - whick it feels and diſcovers 
the 


Dk Þope.. 
the Difference between Guilt and In- 
nocence. That man is a Stnner. that he 
is (prone to Evil, and Obnoxioue to 
GODS Wrath, that nevertheleſs he is 
ſpared by the Long-ſufiering of G O D, 
and that GOD Loveth him, and 
delireth his Salvation. That | there 
is a felicity and, a Supream Felicity 
appointed for man : that he 1s a 
. free Agent, and may loſe it, if he 
pieaſes: that mifery isthe Confequent 
of the Loſs of Felicity : .that GOD 
delighteth in all thoſe that Love and 
practice Vertte * that he hateth all 
thoſe that drown their Excellencies ih 
any Vice: that Sorrow and Repen- 
tauce are neceſſary for all thoſe that 
have offended GOD - that there 1s 
Hope to efeape the Puniſhment - of 
Sin, if we endeavour to hve as pi- 
oully as we ought. All theſethings 
are evident ih themfelves by the 
Light of ee » | becauſe they 
may either be clearly deduced froni 
the principles of Reaſon, orcertain- 
ly diſcerned by plain Experience 7 
And are therefore taught by the Word 
of GOD, either becauſe they- had 
need to be revived and- raiſed up 
| to 
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to light from-under the Rubbiſh of our 
Fall, or becauſe GOD would ſancti- 
fie Nature by his expreſs Conſent, 
or make its Dictates more remarkable 
and Valid by his Approbation, and 
confirm all by the Seal of his An- 
thority: or becauſe a fair Way is laid 
open by theſe to more retired and 
Coleftial Mylteries, To” 

FOR when we know theſe Things 
we are prone to enquire what G O D 


hath done, what Way there is to re- 


cover our anclent Happinefs, what Re- 
medies are prepared tor the corruption 
of Nature, how the Guilt of Sin may 
be removed, how we may be aided 
and aſſiſted in the works of Virtuc, 
bywhat Means our Reconciliation with 
GOD 1s wreught, and in what mat- 
ner we ought to demean our 1£1ves 
that we may. be accepted of lum ? 
for the knowledge of our former health 
Is necetlary: for the clear apprehenſion 


of our preſent. Sickneſs, and the {enfe_ 
of our Intirmitie fits us for the hy (i= 


clan, When we know all that Natzre 
can teach, and - ſee ſomething neec= 
tul, that Nature canfot, untold ; when 
we are Condemaed by our Conſcience 

yer 
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yet feel our ſelves beloved, find that 
we have forfeited all, yet fee the Glo- 
ry of the creation continued ( for our 
uſeand ſervice,) ſtand in need of an 
Atonement, yet Rnow not where to 
get it ; our Exigency meeting with the 
grace of G OD, the ſenceof our Miz 
tery and Hope united, our own Guilr 
and GODS Mercy ( of both which 
we have the feeling and experience,) 
adopts us for the Reception of the Holy 
Goſpe), wherein thoſe thing are reveals 
ed that come in weſt fitly to anfwer 
our Expectations. SatisfaCtion for Sin 
by the Death of Chriſt, and the Incar- 
nation of his G OD HE A Þ above 
the courſe of Nature, for that Fnd; 
His active and paſiive Obedience in 
our Stead, our Juſtification thereby, 
the application of his Merits.to our ſouls 
by faith, the Glory which' we owe 
him for ſogreat an undertaking , the 
coming down of the Holy Ghoſt t6 
Sanctitie our Nature , and the digni- 
ty of Both theſe Perſons by reafon of 
their Unity in the eternal Eſſence; for 
the manifcitation of which the Myſtez 
rie of the Trinitic is Jargly revealed, 
theſe ſupernatural Points- come info 
| ſuitable 
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faſtably and are fo agreeable to Nature, 
ſs perfectly fit in their places; ſo mars 
velouſly condacive to the perfection 
of the Reſidue, that the very Harmony 
and ſweetneels of altogether is enoug 

to perſwade ns of their Credzbility 5 
and tFen the” Aatter of fa comes in 
with the Teſtimony and Authority of 
GODS Word, atluring us that theſe 
Things ate fo , by Hiſtory and Pro- 
phelie. The Miracles at our Saviours 
Birth alone one would think enough 
tro clear the buſineſs + mech more if 
we take in all the Miricles of his life 3 
wherein his' Glory appeared, . as ofthe 
only begatten' of the Father ;, more 
fully yet, if'we rake in the Miracles 
of his Death 3 and abundantly more, if 
the Glery of his Reſurreftion and A(- 


ren, all the Prophelies that Went before, 
at alt the ſuccefles that fallowed after, 
alltheFarth and Eeatning'oFtheFathers, 
allth& Canons and Decrees of Countils, 
ill trhe'Tranfiaictis of theWorſd Urawn - 
down to bur own Age in acontinned ſe- 
res, '1ttaſtrat& and confirm all tht is re., 
rcalsd, R BUT 
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Dk Pope, 
BUT you will fay, How ſball we 
know ſuch Hiftaries to be, true, and 


thac {ach Prophet esand Praph ets were 


in their -ſeycral Ages 3 Since we never 
ſaw the ſame with our eyes, and there 
are many. Yeights and Fables in the 
World : How doſt thou. pu, kngy there 
are any Antipodices? Tho u didlt never 
{ce them!, Or.that there . 1s - any, Sca, 
which thou didſt never behold ! Of 
that the next River has a: ;Fountain 
Head ? Is not the Univerſal Tragit. 
on of. all the world (' whercin the 

Cimwich,, of Howe, nay. the Catho- 

k Church, is but alittle pr Jaclear 
li 'ght . far. a matter. of . Antiquitte, 
attended with a $treoxe, of Effects and 
clear. Alonxmerts concurring together, 
without any Liffogancy;] a FRE age 
themſeIves, or Fon ENLION. of: Particy 
How dot. thou Know. KA there. Was 
fuch a.man, as King Jews: Jars a Or  Jeillign 


the Conguy he,, FINE amadr man 
that. will dapÞt., :or Tu (pu Elk. 

that thou, to canfir in: : 
certainty, of t ele, ANC ll Ins 


conſpires together, to can Les A 10 


the gin oe of the. poo "The Hilto. 
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Jews, and Infidels, and' which is fat 
more, bythe Teſtimony of the Chi rel, 
which deſerves'to be 'bllieved above 
them all. ”' And if the Hiſtoty be true, 
there were” ſuch Perſons ds ade, 
Enoch; Noah," Abrdhant, Joſeph, HMoſei, 
Samnel, David, ] 5 Elias, 'Eli- 
ba , - Joſtab , Iſata ereminh,” 'F&6- 
Db Web, and: the Bio of: the/Proo- 
phers ; | ſath iperſons 2s Jefus Chriſt, 
and his" Apoſtles: in ſich” Ages'; fiich 
Propheſies,” and fiich Accoripliſhmenits 
2t vaſt Diftances 3 ſuch 'AQs, 'and 
Tach Miracles, and ſuch Dotttines tpbn 
ſuch occafions ; And if all this Matter 
-fat? "be" true,' tis' rmpoſlible 'byc; 


hes Doftrines ciuſt be Divine, "which 


theDevitand wicked men 1o mackOp- 
pale and Blafpheme inthe World: 'Add 

heſeDotfrin aretrue, then all the. 
Proofs of G od D arerrne, and theie 


-k5 #]arpeforrtlation offternalttepe Te: 
-pared-fdrthe'Sbhl 2 bitrauſe if all theſe, 
(Preparadions benorÞrevhally diſgraced 
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ly ſee, by thy very Power to ſee 


them, and by the Natural Influence 
which they have upon. thy Eſtate 


and condition. For tho.it may hap, 


pen by ſome ſucceeding Accident, 


that thy Power to ſee and. enjoy all. 


tay be bereaved of its Objects, when 
thine 7ztereſt is Eclipſed and forfeited 


by thy. Rebellion, and the 1»ffuence of 


all may atlaſtthrough- thine own De- 
tault be ineffedual and Malevolent to 
Thee; yet thou art aſſured by the Na- 
tare of GOD, and of thy own Soul, 
that it could not be intended Evil trom 
the Beginning z may the very Order 
and diſpolitzon of the. Things them- 
1:1ves importeth the Dehgn. to be Fe- 
licity ind Glory, For all theſe. Things 
| were written for our Admonition, up- 
on whom the Ends of :the warld are 
come : And the Apoſtle expreſly ſaith, 


Kort.1 $4. that whatſoever Things were written 4 


" Chat very Inclinationghat we have ur- 


foretine, were.mjatten for our Learning, 


that. we through Patience and Comfort of 


the Scriptures might have Hope. This 
Hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the 
Love of GOD is ſhedabroad in our 
Hearts. We.Delight in Beauty, and by 
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to it, -areapt to.Deli ht in any Thing _ 
that ff Rx W- delig FA to Gt 
the Order and Pertetion of G ODS 
Ways, and GO D himſelf taketh Plea-| 
ſure in manifeſting his Wiſdome and + 
Goodneſs, for the Behoof of our Souls, - 
becauſe heis Great i in Bopngys and.inf1- 
nite in Love by hjs very Eſſence : Nay 
further we are every. one Capable of 
all the Benefit: that accrueth thereby, 
and by Nature fitted to. celebrate his 
Praiſes for all the Advantages that by 
any of his Diſpenſarions are imparted 
fo us, .and have Liberty to improve. 
them all for the Acquilition of 'that 
Glorious End to which we are ordain- 
ed. The Natwe of, GOD, which is 
hereby manifeſted to be Love to his 
Creatures, is that which'enabſeth thee 
by this, very. means to honour and a-. 
dore him, and by ſo doing ro ater in- 
to his Kingdome, where he, that did. 
all theſe ' Things fot a farther Eng, will 
appear in. Glory, -and ſhew thee a 
Perfettion - of Life and, Bliſs, that 7 
worthy 'of alf this Care and Provi- 
den, ing 25 great as thy Hegtt can, 
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-Of Hope. 
menſj ons vaſt and wonderful. Allthe 
Hohour Advancement , Exalration, 
Glory, Prefire, and” elight, thar is 


' concievableimTime or retnity,may'be 


hoped; for 2 'dll ny the Length; and 
Breadth ; 24a D ve b, and Height, of 
the Love '6f G > hich | paſſerh 


Knowledge, 18 a to Derforms All 


- that. Ambition or Avarice can defire, 


all. that Ap etite 'ahnd Self-Love, can 
purſte , alf *that Faticy.;cari imagine 
Poftibles and Detightfut: ;Nay z mart then 
we art uble to ach or "think, weare able 
ro defir Ire, and aſpire after (if it be pro- 
miſed to us) thevery thtone of GOD, 

and all theJoys, of his EternaſKinpdom. 

And the! more -Stblime its Objetts are, 
the 1 more Eagerly & violent! y does nr 
Hope pur ue them,becaiiſethere is niore 


Goodneſs in them to.raviſh'obt Deſire. 


. TO. fall from'the: Heighrof ones 
Hopgs, "Where, the: © Kingdottte © and 
Glory. was jofipite, to 0.615 doe aſp1 Ie 
is to. fall. from the. Heigl rt of Heat 
ven 1 Fa, the, PS At of, Helt, it in 
ducrth iſcry ,3nd qd" Anxiet tn the 
Soul, Er dig agtlorFand ort6a, att- 


| faep ſo all #h 5 reatnefs, Of '0þr 


ſbi th EXPE Haticies of dur 
| | one” 


Hopes in © Spiritwal Things 


7 ay : , ” ” 
Hopes :\ Eſpecially where the Hope is 
Lively and Texder, and Strong,and Sem- 


fble of all it concetveth,. 


FOR itis the property of a true 
and lively Hope to Elevate the Soul, to 
the Height of its Obje& > tho dull and 
drowzy Hopes make no Imprefſionor 
Alteration in the Mind The Soul ex- 


| tends it (cIf with a kind of Pleafure ig 


itWiſhes and in touchiog, The Pofſibi- 
lity of ſuch Goodnefles, as it propoſes 
to its felf in its own Imagination. Love 
and Beauty even in Routarces are De- 
lightful - the very Dreams.and z4cas of 
the PerfeCtions of Blifs; have a Pleaſure 


as well ascheir Reallity, The Defires 


of it are ſomething more Rich and Sa- 
credthenthe fancy,or Imagination: bur 
to Hope for fucha Thing with a clear 
and joyful expettarion, ts tog raſpat is 


" fruition, witha faint Kind of Promiſe, 


that it ſhall at laſt be ours. Had our 
3 2S MYCN 
Sexce 2s they have in Tewporal, thofe 
Beams of Allarante that enlighten oar 
Hope and fill it with Glory, wonld in- 
fuſe a ſolid Strength. into our Deſire 
and our pleaſures won}d be fo Creat 
that we [hould not exchange them for 
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all the Empires 1n the World.. Eſpeci- 
ally ifit aſcended ſo high as tobe found- 
cd on infinite and Eternal Cauſes, and 
th: only fears that did-chequer our 
Hope, ſprung from Nothing but the 
Danger of' being Wanting to our 
ſelves. For Who would think, That 
when our Lives” and Liberties are at 


 ftake, we ſhould be faiſe to our ſelves, 


that infinite Love and Power ſhould be 
tendered to * tis, infinite Beauty ard 
Goodneſs be before us ,. infinite Ro- 
nour and Pleaſure be offered us, E. 
.tcrna] Delights, ineſtimable Riches, E- 
ver flouriſhing Joys, an infinite Empire 
be without fraud atfainable, and we be 
ſo Treacherous and falſe to our ſelves, 
as to fleight it all! 1t is an Abſardity fo 
1nc1cdible, that we ſhould loſe all theſe, 
Enjoyments' by” our own Default, and 
bare Remifsnef$. that we ſhall hate our 
ſeives Etcrnally if we loſe fo. fair an 
Advantage.  Yet.this is our Cale, we 
daily do rhat which in point of Reaſon 
js 1mpollible to be done, and for doing 
which we judge. our {elves Guilty of 
Etcrnal Tortures. All the. Miſery that 
1s lodged in infiniteDeſpair-hascomfort 


aud rc \bm;nt_aqwerableto itinin- 
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Of Hope, 
finite Hope. Tis the preſent food and 
Suppart of our Lives, tis the Anchor of 
our Souls in the midlt of all the Storms 
andTempeſts in theWorld,'tis the fore- 
taſte of Bliſs and Caleſtial Glory, a. 
Glywpſe and Appearence of the Beati- 
fick Viſlon, Without which toLiye 1s to 
Dye, and to Dye is tg periſh for ever- 
mores ; | aL 
_ THE Great Reaſon- far which 4 
right Hope 1s accounted fo Greata Ver- 
tuc, 1s. becauſe its Objedts do really 
ſurpaſs all Imagination. The fulnefs of 
the GODHE AD in the Soul of 
Man, the Perfef&ion of the Divine I- _ 
mage, a Transformation for Glory, to - 
Glory, even as. by the Spirit of the 
Lord” Communion .with the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, infinite Love and 
Bounty, the Eſtate of a Bride in Com- 
munion with G OD the Poſieſſion of 
his Throne, with another Kind of fweet- 
neſs thentheBridegroom,himſclfenjoys, 
the ReſurreCtion of the Body, aud Life 
Eternal, in aKingdome where all Occa- 
ſlons of Tears and Fears ſhall ever be 
removed, Where all Regions, and A- 
ges, .and Spaces, ang Times, and Eter> . 
IE onr Eys $: 
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#nd af 'Objeas'i in a}l Worlds at once 
Vidbte,aud infinitely 1 Rich, ies auti- 
"*and.Our;! Our. very Abpetites alſo 
©fng faviſhed with SenfiblePleaſures i In 
- bus Members, i not inconſt ſtent with, 
bae ſpringing from th WY tag and Supe- 
periof Dclights, not diſtradting or con; 
founding our Spirithal Joys, but pare: 
Iy Superadded,z and increaſing the-fa me; 
while our Bodles' are made. like to bis 
off Gloriows Eeoay, by that Almighty 
Power whereby bY” 35 ible fo, ſubdue All 
Things to hint Jer all theſe infuſe their 
Va ue; and he Hope that 15 exerciſcd 
about theſe Things Sa Vertue fo great, 
that all inferior owes Flick s this doth 
Sandifie, are made Vertyes by it, but 
without this all otherHopes arc &baſe. 
mictntsand Abuſes of the Loul. meer Dt 
fratfogs. at deluſions, and there. 
fore Vices, . 

F Know very well that Prefuitiption 
Ad AOCPate Nh enerally accounted 
the E xtreams, of Hope, and the only 
vices. that | #tt Oppoſite hereunto. 
But 'T Know as:well, that thete if may be 
ming "Kin ds-aK; Deg rees of, Hope, of 

which fo me nm rg Siciaxs, atid fore 
Ferizous :* aid ihe fore tbttfof: Hope 
, themfelves 


oo Ma... 07 ' ook 


Df Hope. © 
themſelves are Vices. Whenever we 


make an- inferior Deſire the Sovereign 


Object of our Hope, ourHope is abo- 
*minable Idolatrous and Atheiſtical. 


We forget G O'D, and magnifie an ins 
ferior Obje& above all thar is Divine. 
To Sacrifice. all our Hopes to” Things 
unworthy of them, or to be Remiſs and 
ſhggiſhin Hoping for Things of infinite 
Importance, 1s apparently Y7&50#5: But 
to be juſt to all our Encouragements, 


and to lift up. Qur Eys to.the Etergal 


GOD, with an bumble Expettatiogy 
to wait yy him, and'to hope fora 
that from his Bounty, which his Good- 
neſs has promiſed, to deſire” the moſt 
high and: perfe& Proof} of his Love, is 
the Property 'of a moſt Great and No- 
ble Sonl, by which itis carried above 
all the Wortd, and fired for the Life of 
the moſt bigh and pecfe& Vertue. 
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CHAP. XVIL 


Of Repentance, : Its Original , its Nas 
 tregt is a Purgative Vertue. Its ne- 

'.Ceſſtty,, its Excellencies. The mea- 
fare of that ſorrow which is due to Sin 
is intallerable to Senle , confeſſed by 
Reeſon , and diſpenſed with by mer- 
Cf De 


EPENTANCEisaSowre and 

auſtete, Kind of Vertu, that was 
not created; nor intended by GOD, 
but. introduced by Sin, made fair by 
Mercy,ip remittingthe offence,and par- 
doning the Sin, It is a Strange Kind 
of off-ſprivg, which flows from Parents 
ſo. infinitely different, and hasa mix» 
ture in its Nature, anſwerableto either 
an Evil which it derives from $7, and a 
Goodnefi which flows from Aercy. Its 
- Evil ts that of Sorrow, Indignation and 
Shame, Its Goodneſs is the uſefulneſs, 
and neceflity of the thing, conlidering 
the Condition we are now in. Itis 
tighly ingratcful to Sence,but tranſcens | 
dently convenient and amiable to Rea- 
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fo 3 foritis impoſſible for him that hay 


once been defiled with fin, ever to be 
cleanſed, or 'to live after 'ina Ver- 
tuous manner, unleſs he be ſoingenious 
2s to lament. his Crime, as'to loath, 
acknowledge, and deteſt his Error. 

T HE Union of the Soul and Body 
is my{terious, but'that Sin/and Mercy 
ſhould be united,.as Cauſes ſo infinitely 
difkrent, for the produftion of a Child 
fo Black and ſo Beautiful, is the Creats 
teſt Wonder which the Soul can cons 
template on this fide Heaven; 'and will 
continue to be remembred for ever;and 
appear. wore Wonderful than before 
when the perfect Diſparity and Oppohi- 
tion betweenthem is clearly ſeen, in the 
Light of Glory... rhe 

THE Eficient Canfe of Repentanee 
1s either Remote ,or Immediate: Its 
immediate Efhcient Cauſe is the Gract- 
ous Inclination, or the Will of che Pe- 
nitent, .its remote Effcient is'GOU, 


the Father of Lights from whichevesy 


Goog. and Perfect Gift deſcended; Its 
Material. Canſe 1s Sorrow. Its Forwyll 
Caxſe, which makes it a Vertut; is the 
Reaſbn:and Manner. of that Sorrow , 


the; Equity and: Piety wherewtghir is 
4 | 


attended 
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attended; ' containing many ingredi- 
ents :in-3ts Natare too long a particys 
Jar tobe deſcribed here. Its Fizal Caxſe 
is cither, immediate, or.ultimate; the 
firſt is Amendment, the laſtiSalvation, 

BEING thus [bounded 'by-: its 
Caufes, its | Defatitionis Eaſe, Repen- 
tance 15s. a: Grace, or Chritizan Vertue, 
wherein :a tnan confeſles, hates and for: 
fakes his.Sin, | with 'Grief:thathe hath 
been | Guilty of it, and purpoſes of A- 
mendment,. of Life -in Order | to Ri; 
Peace and Reconidiliation withG OD, 


that ; he may -anfwer-the Obligations 


thatlye upPon-him, diſcharge his Duty, 
Jay hold onthe Advantages of GODS 
Merey, «ſcape everlaſting Damnation, 
and bemade a Partaker''of 'Eterndl 
Glory; wy 1 and tek ghd AH 1 
AMONG the Vertues ſome arc 
Pergative, and: ſome are -PenfelFive, 
The. Purgative -Vertues are all Prep4- 
ratory'to Biiſs,and are occaſioned: only 
by the Diſorderof the. Soul; the pet- 


feCtiyearcEfiantial to our formal'Hap- 
\Pineſs, and Eternally neceſlary'by the 
Law of Nature. -RepentanCeiisnotim 
8+0wh Nature,:(If Simply and'abſ6- 
_ Iitelyconfiderec) neceſlary To: 
ah x 


\f 


} 


| Of Koga, 


x, in Relation ta Sinners, itis a3ne+ 
bl ha as Phylick. tothe Recovery of 
Health, or as: the Change is elf is, by 
which we Z6- Fo, the Djſtemperwe 
are Sick.of, to the HY apgSouny Ba 
late 1 EN we had e Diſeaſe. 
As. the malady, 3s accid idental, {a is. the 
Cure. , pry ve Na Nature of. Man way be 
mell,and peri without either this, ar 
the other, at originally Pure; 
has..no 2, ws 4a Par ir Ke V.ertue 3 
but ;he that is faln -defiled mulis,needs 
riſe, and waſh away the fi filth, Þ, befare he 
canbeclean, Ls is 1319s 

FO R.this. Cauſez even. among. he 
Heatheas' themſelves, the mare Know- 
ing and Learned have a Confcignce of 
Sin 3, their Prieſtsand Philoſophers; der 
viſed ſeveral Rites and Mangers of Put- 


gation, which chey, taughty and impol- 


cd cn. theirDiſcipled with mychEcum- 
ſtance atid Ceremopy, in order.to their 


Receptio! Ds i Nox Was, thare aly. Tem- 


= ligign igthe World, Rl thas pro 
$4, ok {privng toplNjviner 3447 
fed e 2GAUL) 
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ings, | Conſecrations, Sacrifices, or 
ſome other Diſciplines like unto theſe, 
to be endored and paſtthorow, be- 
fore their Votaries could be aqmitted 
to their myſteries. All which Rites 
as they made a great ſhew, becauſe 
they were ſenſible, ſo were they apr 


to put' a' magnificent face on their 


Religion'to diſpoſe (the -Perfons exer- 
ciſed by them'to a more. complying 
Obedience ,-and to beget aReverence 
mixt with Awful Admiration in their 
ignorant Spectators. '' All which -ne- 
he were but _=_ _— my 
wanter, ſignifying-ſomething 1nviſible 
that was  pebellary to ke Gotie ;-of 
which the Prieſts themſelves knew 
notthe meaning. They had the name 
of Periteritia in their Common Con- 
verfation;,; but apphed-ir'to profane 
and Trivial occaffons : But: Repentance 
in Religion, which 1s” the Soul and 
ſubſtance of thoſe myſtical Oblervns 
tions, 'a broken and* Contrite Heatt, 
an interna} *Sorfow for their” ſin,” was 
a thing unknown 3 {Jthat-all* their Ap? 
pearances', how' mapniticent ſogyer, 
were but Empty ſbets.” 

\ ' REPENTANCE: alone though 
/ never 


2 Shepheard,. that leaveth Ninety and 
Fb 
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never ſo fimple and ſhort in its name, 
being of fuch walpe, that GOD ace 
cepts One conteite Groan above all the 
Ceremonies, even of his. own Law., 4 
And therefore he ſaith, Thow defireſt m 54 
not ſacrifice elſe would Tgiveit; thou 
delighteft not in. Burnt offering. The 
Sgacrifices of 'G O D are a Broken Spirits 
A broken and a Contrite Heart, © God, 
thou wils not deſpiſe. c 
FOR tho Repentanee be not in it 
felfe: a deftrable Vertue,. nor ſo:much 
as a Fertwe, till there be-x ſphere and 
Occaſion for it, whevetw ta-be exer- 
eifed, tho Repentance in- it ſelfe be 
far worfe then-obedience, you upanthe 
Account of our Saviours Merits, and 
GODS Love to: Sinners , it is pre- 
terred ahovo the Greateſt Innocency 
and\ Purity whatfoevesy. For there is 
more Joy intHleaver over one ſinner that 
repenteth, then over Ninety and nine Ln 5. 
Juſt perſous that need no' Repertance. 
HK the Soul be of greater value than 
the whole Werld, if the loſs of any 
Thing we eſteem, increaſeth the fence 
of its excellency 3; if our Saviour juſt- 
ly and rationallyeompareth himſelf to 


nine 
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nine ſheep::1wv the! wilderneſs ,, to ſeek 
one* that 18/gone aſtray; 'it hc rejoye. 
eth- whery he: hath found it, more for 
. . that-one that was Joſt , then' for the 
ninety. and fiine which he bad in aſe. 
ty; if tns-Delightin:the.ſucceſs of his 
Labours'be an{werable:to their Greats 
neſs; if - the: fruſtration of-alb his De+ 
fires) ane'painful endeavors in feckr 
Ing it, be intinite]ly \Grievious;: and 
che Verrues more Amiable and Won. 
derful'y which finners> exerciſe. after 
their -Redemprion ; if their Love, and 
their Joy and -theiv praiſe be increaf, 
ed, 'by the extreamity of. their Dilirtls 
antiithe multitude! of the fins 'that are 
forpiwem them: 51 if their Communion 
withz: G Q D''be' more-:{weet , (and 
their -Happineſs more exalted, and 
the Kingdom of GOD. it.ſelfe made 
more \ublime and 'Gloridus thereby; 
F*3 "Reperanorce' hath fomething. more u-1t 
then Perfettion hack before the fall, and 
zs finners/have made thefmle[ves mate 
infiniely Indebted , fo :are/ they mfinits 
4y more ſabic& to the Arbitrary Dit 
- polat of AlmightyFowerzintinitly:more 
Capable of Obhligatious and Reward, 
infinitely more Obliged for _—_ 
Clls 
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deliverance, ' as welbas. infinily. mote 
Obnoxions. to Divine Juttice!, their 
Fear and Danger is jnfinitly, Greater» 
they: ftand an: need of 'infinite-Grace , 
and/Mercy,” which whe's they: receive 
andenjoyg ther-Love- and: Gratitude 
are proporticnably greater :,, their 
Delights '-are more gunck,o.and _ vi- 
gorous, and full, and: fo.:arg their 
praiſes. 7 ba =} 95! 39J 
BU T before a inner can atchieve 
all this, or GOD. enjoy. 4he fruit of 
bis Salvation; he muſt; .needs repert , 
for Repenmtance is the true and tub- 


ſtantial Preparation of the Soul ,.. the 
only Purgative Vertue, by whichat 


1s fitted for theſe Divine Attainments. 


-It is, we confeſs in'outwatd: Appearance 
 allght-invifible A&, but as Great with- 


In,.-as Wide and Comprehenſive as 
the Heavens. It reeatveth the Vertye 


of the 'Divine»> Etlence of :theiwhole 
Creation, .of -minite:.Mescy.,: of the 


Blood. of: Chrift;:of kis. Hamuliation , 


: Merit, Exaltatioa,lntercelhon,and:pto- 
. ry ,* of all-the' Work, of: Redemprtion 


mtoir ſelf and having fed 1tfelt; dige- 


- ſte then, it receiverh {trength bythe 
- ittuence of. thefe:to:difpence alltheir 


S 2 ; Vertue 
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- Dk Repenfanee, 
Vertue again, in the Production of 
thoſe Fruits , for the ſake of which 
GO Dhath filled alt the World with 


- miracles, the Verdure, and Maturuy, 


and Perfettion of which fhall with 
their beauty and fiveetnels comtinue in 


life and Florith for ever. 


IF we refpc& Man alone, and the 
things that are dane in bimfc}f by Re- 
pentance, it ſeem. th a Vertue of infinite 
value : It diveltshim of all his Rebel. 
l:on, Pride, and vain Glory, ſtrips him 
of all his Luſt: and Imptety , purges 


- hm of all his corruption, Anger, and 
- Malice, pares off all his Superfluitics, 


and exceſles, cleanſeth his Sou] of all its 
flthineſs and pollution, removeth all 
that is fo.infinitly Odious to G ON, 
and makes him -amiable and Beautiful 
to the holy Angels. It-fits and pre- 
pares him for all the exerciſes of Graee 
and Piety, ivtroduces Humility and 
Obedience into his Soul, makes him 
capable of a Divine Knowledge, and 
makes way for the Beauty of his Loye 


and Gratitude, inſpires Fortitude, and 


Prudence, aod Temperance,aud Juſtice 


. Into his ſoul : renyes his Nature, and 
' 2; ke... mameekand patientPerſon rc 


ſtores 
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ſores him to that Wiſdom and Goode 
neſs he had loſt, cloaths him with right- 
tcouſnels and true Holineſs, and ſeats 
him again inthe Favour of GOD, 
By Repentance he recovers the Divive 
Image, and by Conſequence it extends 
toall that Bleſiedneſs and Glory which 
is for ever to be enjoyed. 
REPENTANCE is the Begin- 

ning of that Life, wherein all the ſweat 
Labour of the Martyrs, all the Perſecu- 


tions and Endeavours of the Apoltles, 


all the Revelations of the Prophbers, all 
the examples of the Patrierchs, all the 
Miacles of old Time, all the Myſterics 
of the Law, al! the Means of Cracc, 
all the Verities of the Goſpel begin to 
take full force and Effect, iv obtaining 
that fer which they were 1atcrided, 
Which ſufficiently intimates the value 
of the Grace, and how highly well 
plealing it muſt beto GOD - 'It is the 
Conceptien of Felicity, and the New 
Birth of the Inward Mun the Dereli- 
(tion of the Old, and the Allumption 
of a New. and more co:leſtial Nature. 


It is the Gate of the Heavenly King-, 
dome which they that refuſe to en-' 


ter at, an never cnjoy. It is one of 
S 3 the 


the Keys © of Death: nd Hel1;> by: 
which the Gate of the 'Prifoi1 Is uns 
fockt, nay the 'very kloeking off 'the 
Chains, and Manacles/ 'of Satan z, the 
yery Act wherein we rega our Libet- 
ty, and become the $6n5/of:'G ON: 
4nd' Citizens of "Heaven: Ifwas fly 
Typilted in the oId Lawy by the Layer 
that was ſet at the Door bf! the Fabtr- 
nacle for the Prieſts toWaſki Ini, bufire 
they entred jntothe'SarifAhiryy ro walk 
in the Light of the'Golden Candle- 
iticks, tn "offer their Devoriots at the 
theTncedſe Altar, andto'pittake of the 
ſhew bread on the' Golden Table, hh 
theQutwardCourt they enjoyed the {6- 
cicty of 'the viſible Church, the fieht of 
che Bloody Altar, (which anſwers out 
Caviors Croſs eretted w the World) 
and the Berefit of their Outward Pro- 
 f: ſfion, which conſiſted in their Admiſ- 
ſion to the Viſible Ordinances, and ex- 
terior, Rites of Religion - *Bur tht 
Court was open over head, obnoxions 
to ſhowers, in Token tat a bare Pro- 
feſſion 1s not Enough to ſhelter us from. 
the Dangers and Incommodiries that 
may' b= rained down in Judgments 
upon us from the wrath of G OD: 
whence 


F 
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whence the face of Heaven isovercalt 


with Clouds, and Covered with black 
and Heavy Diſpleaſure ,7til we waſh 
and. be clean, and enrerby penitence 
Into the Inviſible Church;'of which the 
Second Court is a Figu re, wherein we are 
luminated by the Holy Ghoſt, and of> 
fer up the 'ſweer Perfumes of onr 
Thankſgrvings and Praifes; being ad- 
mitted to'feed upon the Heavenly Feaft 
repreſented by the Shew-bread-Table; 
we are never received into the Society 
ofthe Saints and Angel-,nainted out jn 
the Cherubims and Palm Trees round a- 
bout on the inſide of its /7alls .. nor 
Covered over head with a vail to 
protect-us:' A vail of Blew to re- 
preſent the tferior Heaven, wher-in 


 Cherubims were interwover. tO repre- 


ſene the Argels looking down upon us, 
a vail of Goats-hair concealed and un- 
ſeen above that of Blew, to fignifi> 
the fruits of our Saviour Life, a1d ann! 
ther of Rams-shins died Red, to figniz 
fe the Blood of Chriſt, by which we 
are ſecured from all the Difpleafure 
which” otherwiſe for Sin, was due 
tous. The Goats hair fitly reſembles the 
Active Obedience, or the Righteouf. 
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Bf Bopentavee, 
neſs of Chriſtz for as much as Hay 
may be clipped off, anda Covering 
made 6f it, while the Beaſt is alive: 
For ſo mightChriſt havebcen perfectly 
Righteous, tho his Life had never been 
Taken away : But red is the Colcr 
of bleod, the Shiw importeth Neath for 
as much as it cannot be fHleyed off, with- 
out the deſtruction of the Creature. 
Theſe wails therefore as they were :- 
bove the other, were of higher and 
more mylterious importance : And 
ſpread over the inclaled, and inviſible 
Court, into which none but Prieſt; and 
Levites entered, that waſhedat the Lu- 
ver, to intimate che ſecurity only of 
thoſe, that are waſhed in the Laver of 
Regeneration, and make Kings and 
Prieſts unto God, being purged from 
their old ſins, and Candles agdl 1ly- 
minated, in a ſecret Spiritual wan: 
ner. For as they only that tarried in 
their Houſes, were under the prote- 
tion of the Peaſe hel Lamb, whoſe Blood 
was ſprinkled on the Linizls of their 
Gates and Doors, when the deſtroying 
Ange] paſt through the Land of Fgypt 
to kill the Firlt-born of Man and Bealt: 
So orciy they that keep within gr 
Paie 
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ale of the Druiftble Church, are under 
the Shaddow of the Almighty, becauſe. 

e&y only dwell in the fecret place of 
Ne moſt High,and they alonearcundecr. 
the Coverture of rhat Powerful Zlood, 
which ſpeaketh better Has. than the 
| Blood of Abel, but pleads for the pre- 
ſervation of them onely , that repent 
and believe, and 1s thercfore effettu- 
ally ſpread over the Inviſible Church a- 
lone. Which in another Type is exhi- 
bited by the mixture of the Blood and 
091, which was. ſprinkled upon the 
Prieſts and Lepers that were cleanſed: 
SandTification and Juſtification moving 
alwayes together hand in hand, the 
Lnaion of the Holy One, or the Oyl 
of Love and Gladneſs- annointing all 
thoſe that are waſhed, and only thoſe 
are walhed in clean and pure water, 
_ they alone being effeftually ſprinkled 

with the Bload of Chriſt. rho of GOD 5s 
made unto @sWiſdame,and Righteouſneſs, 
and Sant :ification, end Redemption. 

FOR if God ſhonld take Pleaſure 
inus before we were pyre, bis Com- 
placrny would be Joie and his De- 
ight unrighteous, al we are De- 
lightful to him wegan never be _ 
ra 
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rable nor Gloriows before him : Nor 
ver be pleaſing to that Goodneſs, which 
1s indelible” (tho latent) in our owy 
Souls, till we feel our ſelves clean and 
Beautiful. - SO 
-TF any thing in the World can 
commend the value of R-pentance, or 
diſcover the infinite uſe and neceflity 
of it, this. will certainly be a conſide- 
ration Effectual : That tho GOD 
love us with an infinite and eternal 
Love, tho he magnihes his Mercy in: 
finitely over all our Deſervings, tho 
Jefus Chriſt loved us ſo, as to facri: 
fice himſelf in our places, tho he made 
infinite ſatisfaction to the Juſtice of 
God for our 'Sins, tho the Holy 
Ghoſt came down from Heaven for 
our ſakes, nay tho we ourlſe'ves. were 
taken up into Heaven, all this would 
be of Intle avai}, and we ſhofld quick- 
ly be tumbled down again, if only Sin 
were Delightful to us , and our Wills 
fo obſtinate, that there was no, place 
for Repentapce in our Hearts, no for- 
row, nor 'Contrition for the Offences 
we had committed. Itis not the Love 
of GOD to us, ſo much as ourlove 
to him, that makerh Heaven. It wy 
| urs 
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ſurprize you perhaps, but ſhall certain.” 
ly inftruft you, for the Loveof GOD 
may be infinite,yet if it be unſeen, breed 
no delight in the Son] : if it torr a | 
and deſpiſed, it ſhalt increafe our 
Cuilt,Shame,and Deformity,and thake 
us the more Odions ; which it muft 
needs do, when we are impenitent » 
For ſo long, it is manifeſt that we 
are neither Sexſfible of his Love, nor 
J»# unto it. , The taſte of ,its ſweet - 
n<[3, and the Pleaſure we take in his 1n- 
tinite Love, is the Life of Bleſſedneſs, 
and the Sor] of Heaven. It is the Concur- 
rence of our Love and His, when they 
meet together , that maketh Heaven. 
HERE upon Earth we ought aCtual- 
ly to grieve, and repent for our Sins - 
— But ſhould GOD require a meaſure 
1n our Grief anſwerable toits Cauſes, 
our Repentance it ſeJf would be an 
Hell unto us © For the Grief would bc 
Endleſs and inſupportable. Right Rea- 
fon requires that we ſhould be infiritely 
affiicted for the infinite folly and mad- - 
neſs of Sin. | But the Mercy of GOD 
difpenſerh with oar Grief ſo fat, that it 
takes off the, Pain, which its 2#/nzt ' 
Meaſure would inflift upon our _ 
an 


Ok Vepentanre. 
and accepts of an Acknowledeement 
made by our Reaſon that it ought tobe 
infinite, if {tri Juſtice were exaQtcd 
at our Hands. Our intention is (in 
_ the Courle of Reaſon,) to be infinitely. 
and Eternally grieved for the Baſencfs 
of the Ac, = the Vilen:ſs we have 
contrated. and ſo we ſhould be, d d 
its Effe&s continue and abide torever, 
for then we ſhould be hated of GOD 
and become his Enemies World with- 
out End. But the Removal of that Ha- 
tred, and the infinite Mercy whereby 
we are forgiven, hath a kindly Opera- 
tion on the Soul of every Penit:at, 
2nd the Joy it infuſeth reſtrains and |i- 
mits the Exceſs of our Sorrow, it leaves 
the Intenſion of Grief, and its inclimati, 
on in the Mind, yet ſtops the perſccuti- 
on, and relieves our Reaſon, by divert- 
_ 1ng the ſtream of its Operations and 
Exerciſes; it engageth its actual Re- 
ſentments upon other Objefs, which 
turn it all into Love and Adoration, 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, Joy andCom. 
placency. For the Love of God con- 
tinued after our fall, and the Felicity t0 
which we are called out of the Depth 
of our miſery :11 the Advantages we 
h recclve 
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receive upon our Redemption, the Im- 
provements of our miſerable Eſtate the 
Degrees and Ornaments that are added 
to the Beauty and perfe&ien of Gods 
Kingdome upon 10 ſad an occaſion as 
Sin is, all theſe things take up our 
Thoughts in ſuch. a manner that while 
we are aQually andfully Juſt co theſe, 
and Loving GAN, Ga Ins Eternal 
Love, infinitely mare than we Love our 
{lves, we live tn him, and are all in 
rapturesof Bleſſedueſs, las is there a 
Vertual Sorrow Which Reafon conceives 
as molt due to Sin, which being expreſ- 
ſed only in the Humility of our Souls, 
and ſeen as it were underneath the fraj- 


tion of our Joys, ia the lowly Go 
we retain of our ſelves (in the confeſhte 
on of our vilene(s and the deepSence of 


our own unworthineſs) is far Greater, 
now we are reſtored ta the favonr and 


Loveof G OD, far ſweeter te be ſeen, 


and deeper to be underſtood; than the 
Grief for Sin would have been, had we 


' been nat redeemed, but Damned for - 
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of a towards Go D. Tt Sandi- 
fietÞ' Repentance,” makes it a Vertne, 
- and Turns it to"a' Part of our true 
Pohieny.” Onr Love to all other 0b- 
- jeDs' i #5 to begir'and- End in 6 0D. 
- Ons Love of GO D'bath an Excellency 
i® it that makes it worrhy fo: be-defired 
bp his Eternal Majeſty. ' Hle is the on- 
Iy Snprime' and Perfet? Friend, By 
IL oOtus we enjoy: wy. @ 07 Dt 
LU TUG 2 f--Ys; 
DPENTAN c E withoutLove 
1019 ſo far from: feating us in'the Fe- 
Jicie of Heaven; that it isone of theln- 
'Y AB of the Torments in Hell,” 
nrural Effect. of Sin, and a greft Part 
ef the Miſery of Deyils; © Love'is' ge 
finine AﬀeRtion of theSorl.,and fo 
ertilly Sweet, when! iS Satisfie nd 
- Pleaſed{that ttcommunicatestheRelilh 
of; its own Delightfeleſs to every Thing 
near it, and Transformes the moRYi- 
Afﬀettions into Smooth, Healing, 
ACLs Pleaſures. Inſomuch that 1n 
our Sorrow for Sin ſhall per- 
haps 


haps be infinite, yet the malignity'osf it 
ſo perfeftly correctd, that tho wecons 
tinueFrernally Jy2,in readring ourSing 
that grief which is their -due, 2t ' ſhall 
not. diſcompole our peace, norcofrede 
our Delighs, but -1gcreale our Repolſe 
in the Beauty: of our ſquls, and.make 
oar-Joys more full of Extalae,bythote 
Melting ,. Lively, :Bleeding;; Reſent- 
ments, which. our:Love will' ocedion 
!n thetvery Grief; wherewich it perfects 
our: belictcy.. ; For.asthe fallingourt- of 
Lovers is: the Renewing of Love,faB 
the'Mercy and Kindnelſs:of theione,n 
ven :of bio; that: ' was ::injuncUs; and 
the calm aridi:[\{ecute; Imtlignation 
wherewith-the ather bates Hiou{eif7 tor 


being guilty:of fo vile a milced5idge, 
the very Grace-atid Beauty of:thaKe- 
-condilintion; itis a great meapsof:their 
_ -mutual Endearment:and Tehdetnebst= 


ver after: the Gompafſionoof him thatas 
Innocent, and» the. humble.grietat4he 
Guilty makingeke Joy: of their future 


- Correſpondence-mote Deep and-Scri- 
. ous,” more 'Vigorans - and. Enflaming, 
. mote laſting.:. S007 fl 90d] 
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peatahce, and makes it pleaſant borhto 
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him that is Beloved, and to him thar is 
adored ; Acteptable and Delightful to 
him thac repenteth . as well asto him 
that had been injured, For the Sin- 
ners Reftauration makes it as Natwralto 
grieve for his Fax/t as to rejoyce in his 
Felicity, his fad and humble Reſent. 
ments are his own Satisfattion, becauſe 
he fees himſelf Juſt and Rational in them 
he delighs in his Sorrow, becauſe it is 
_ Hoxzezreble,and findsa newKind of plea- 
ſure in his Avefewext, becauſe it 1s res 
lieved by the Wonder of his Happy 
condition; and what be hath lolt in 
himſelf is regained in the pefetion and 
Gooduefs of his Obje, 
_ THAT GOD is the fovercign 
Objet of Love LI fcarcely need to 
mention; all I ſhall obferve upon this 
 occalion, is ; that we are more to Love 
bim for his Mercy and Compaſſion to- 
wards us as Sixers, "then for his 
Goodneſs and Bounty expreiicd at the 
firſt, as we were Zrnocexd Creatures. 
The Bleeding Spectacte of his 7#- 
carnate Deity, and the Perfeverance of 
his Miraculous and Trazfcendent Love 
aſter all our Offences, is another Kind 
of Motive. to heighten our Cry 
| On, 
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of, and wee it another form, as much 


more Myſterious, ſo much more perfe& 
and Delightful then ever. Our Sor- 
row for Sin infuſes a New Sexſe into 
Nature, a New Beauty into Love, and 
oives as much unto. it, asit receiveth 
from it, Bat this being better known 


by Experience, then by defcriptionT. 


ſhall refer yon to the Life of Heaven 
and Grace, for more ample ſatisfaCti= 
ON. : - 
LOVE, as we haye ſhewed, may. 
be extended to all ObjeRs in Heaven 
and Earth all that 1sGoodly and A- 


miable being capable'of that Aﬀection. 


Hereupon the Word Love is generally 
uſed for that Liking and Eſteem we 
havefor any thing, whether Dead or a- 
live, Wecan Love Life, and detire to 
ſce Cocd Days; wecan Love the Sun, 
and Wine; and Oyl, atid\Golc'; Love 


our Dogs and Horkes, fine Clothesand 


Jewels, Pleaſutes, Honours, Recrcati- 
ons, ' Houſes, Riches, and as well. as 
Love Men and Women, Souls and An- 
gels. And evermore our Love ex- 
preſſeth ic ſelf in Tan and' Care 
tor the Preſervation of what we Love, 
In Eſteem of its Worth; and Detight In 

T ws 
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its Beauty, in endeavours alſo to pro. 

mote its Welfare as far as it is capable, 
But there is another ſortof Love to» 

wards Living 0bje&s,Divine and reaſo. 
nable,which we call Charity. This is that 

| Vertue of which the Apoltiedaith, (at- 

cr he had bpoken of all the Miracles, 
Helps; Governments, Prophefics, 
Tongucs, and other Gitts of the Holy 

Ghoſt, that were then in the Church) 
 AndTet ſhew Tunto you a more Excellent 

Wag. 1 Cor. 12. ult.. Andin the next 
1Cor-T3 1+ Chapter. Tho T ſpeakwith the Tongues of 
Men and of Angels, and have not Cha,i. 

ty, I am vecome as ſounding braſs,or 4 
tinkling Cymbal, + And tho T bave the 
Gift of rug te, aud underſtand all my, 

ſeries, and all Knowledge, andthe Thave 
all Faith, ſo that ; T could remove Moun- 
tains, and have no Charity, 1 am no 
thing, and tho1 beſtow all my Goods I 
Feed. the poor, and tho Igive my. Body to 
be burned, and have nat Charity it profi- 
teth we nothixg. It is that concerning 
Mark 12, Which our Saviour ſpeaketh , The 
30,31, firjt of all the Commundements is, Heat 
O Iſrael, the Lordenr.G OD is one Lord, 
"and thoi ſhalt Loug the Lordthy GOD 
_ with all thy heart,and with all thy Sou, 

- - aft 
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and with all thy Mind, and with all F: 3, 
Strexeth : thit is the firſt Commance- 
ment: And the Second is lhe, namely 
this, Thou ſhalt Love thy Neig hvour as thy 


ſelf : There is none other Commandement 


greater then thoſe; Nay perhaps it is that 
of which he ſaith to hjs Apoſtles, when 
they had admired at his Miracles. He 
FS. believeth on me, the works that I do 
ſhall he do alſo, and greater IVorks ther 
theſe ſhall he ds, becauſe Tgoto the Fa 
ther. For Faith worketh by Love, 
Love is the Life of Faith, and withour 
the Works of the one the other is Dead: 
The Works of Love arethe End of all 
Miracles, and. more Bleſſed then they. 
Nay Love is the End of Faith as well as 
It Is "of the Law : forthe Apoſile ith, 
The End of the Commandment it Chari= 
ty, out of a pure Hearty and of a good cone 
ſcience, fear of Faith unfeigned. It is: 
the End of the: very Creation. of the 
World,of all Gods Labors and Endca- 
volirs, of all his Ways1 in all Ages, all. 
che faculties and powers ofthe £ oul. the 
very End of the Redemption of Man- 
Kind, the E the Jewiſh Occono- 
my under w.,the End of allthe 
DiſpenfationsofGrace andMercy under 
K® I the 
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the Goſpel; the End of our Saviour 
comins down into the World, the 
End of all his Miracles, Tears, ang 
Blood; the End of the Holy Ghoſts ap. 
pearing upen Earth, the End of. all the 
Mcans of Grace, and in ſome ſort the 
very laſt End of all Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments whatſoever. The everlaſting 
Continuance of this Love is the End of 
Eternity it ſelf in amanner, and if our 
Love be not the End of G'O DSLove, 
E.is is of ours. - And if the Truth be 
deeply inquired into, the Intermixture 
is fo ſweet, that his 1s the End'of ours, 
ours of his. For he Loveth us,with 
the Love of Bezrevolexce, that we way 
Love him; andhe deſires to be belov. 

ed of us, that he may Love us, with a- 

nother Kind of Love , diſtin& from 

the former, cven that of Complacency. 

Which Love of Complacency\ is the 

Crown 'of ours, 'and 10 Delightful to 

us, * that it is the very End of our Dc= 

lire, and begetteth in,us a new Love of 

Complacency fitly anſwering his unto 

us : 4 


N OW if Love be the End of all 

the I aws, Works, and Ways of G OD, | 

of all onr Saviours Labonrs and ſvtter- 
| ings 
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ings, -of our ſouls and Bodies, of tHe 
whole Creation, of all the Endeavorrs 
and Delires of the Deity, in all the DiY- 
penſations of his Grace aud Provi- 
dence,there muſt be ſomething in 1tsNa-. 
tare Equivalent to all theſe Tranſccn- 
dent Undertakings, to juſtifie the H*;/= 
dom that ſc]etedLove for its Sovereign 
Objec:,for it 1s the office of Wiſdome to 


ſuit the means and their End together, . 


ſo that the Excellency of the one may 
be worthy of all the Coft and Diffcul. 
ty of the other, For it1s a fooluh 


thing to purſue a baſe and feeble End 


by Glorious and Wonderful Methods, 
becaufe its Vileneſs will Diſgrace the 
Defign, and with it their Beauty, their 
very Grandure will be abſurd, where 
their Iflue 1s but contemptible. The 
Apoſtle therefore telleth us that Love 7s 
the fulfilling of the Law, and that it 1s 
the Bond of PerfeFneſs, And purſuing 
Its properties a little more Ample, he 
ſaith, C harity ſuffereth long, and is kind, 


Charity envycth not, Charity Vaunteth , c,, 1. 
not it jelf,is not puffed up,doth not behave 1,:, &c. 


rt ſelf unſeemly, \eeketh not ber own, is 
not eaſily provoked. thinketh no evil, re- 


Joyeeth not in iniquity, but rejoyceth in 


3 . "nao 
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the Truth, beareth all Things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endur- 
eth all things. Charity never faweth, 
CC. | 

IT is one noble Effcct of Charity,that 
it ſufferch affiictions cheertully and 
patiently tor the ſake of its Beloved ; 
Another 1s its Kindneſs to its Objett; 
its ſweet and Courteovns inclination to 
doall ranner of Good: Another, for 
which it is highly valuable, 1s, that it 
_envieth notthe Felicity or Glory. of 
its. Beloved but taketh Pleaſure to 
ſee it far higher and greater thenits 
own -. 15.-not apt to vaunt and bra 
of itz ,Rertections, but hath an hum- 
ble 'Efteem of all its Atchievments: 
doth not behave 1t ſelf in diſtaſteful. 
manner, but ſtudies and deligncs the 
Honour Benefit and \atisfattion of its 
Object - But that which of all other 
Is Its greateſt Perfection, 1s, that if 
ſecketh not its own + isnot Mercenary 
or {cif ended, but truly Generous and 
- Heroick in its Performances, It Sacri- 
f£cerh it (elf, and all its intereſts, to the 
Advantage of its Object ; it preter- 
' reth the Perſon it Leveth above it {elf, 

| | | celires 
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deſires its Exhaltation, and delights in 
its Glory more then its own, It 7s 297 
eaſily provoked, becauſe itputs the belt 
ſence upon all that is done by its Ob- 
jet : Thinketh no evil, is not ſuſpici- 
ous, or malevolent, or cen{orious, but 
frameth honourable and fair 7deas of 
all that is thought or done by 1ts Be- 
loved - Hateth all Impurity that may 
diſpleaſe its Objedt , all black and 
crooked Apprehenſions, that may 
wrang and diſguiſe it 5 beareth all with 
Hope and Equanimity, becauſe it be- 
lieveth its Object ro be Good, and 
Wiſe, till it muſt of neceſlity change 
Its Opinion, and entertain a Judge- 
ment tending to its condemnation. 
It is no longer Charity theo, but dit- 
like and averſion, when it ceaſcth to 
think well of its ObjeCt : forit is ano-_ 
ther Principle or diltinct in Natnore 
from Love, as its Actions are from the 
Attions of Love; the diverlity of the 
Etiedts evidently proving a Difference 
In their Cauſes. | 
THE Quality, by which Charity 
rejoyceth in-the Truth, 1s an incompa- 
rable excellence and commendation of 
Its Nature, Becauſe the Truth is 
* > CODS 
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GODS infinite Goodnefs, and Love, 
and Providence, which are exerciſed 
in preparing Delights and Treaſures 
for his Beloved. he truth 1s the Fe. 
Iicity and Glory of the Soul. And'if 
it be frac that all Eternity 1s full of 
Toys, and all the World enriched with 
Delights, that a manis infinitely beloy. 
ed of GOD, and made 1n his Image 
on purpoſe, that he might enjoy all 
the Beſt of all poſtible Treaſures in his 
ſ1militnde, he may well rejoyce in the 
Truth : becauſe no Truth can be grea- 
ecr or more delightful, than that him- 
{elf is exalted to th# Throne of GOD, 
and ordained to live in Communion 
with lim,” 
' BUT that' Quality, by which the 
Soul believeth, and AR all things, 
that concern' the Honour and Fidelity 
of its Beloved, is yet more acceptable 
and delightful than the former, For 
_ a good opinion of the Nature andIn- 
tention of the Perſon with whom we 
are united, 1s the Baſes and Foundati- 
on of all our ReſpeCt , the Cement ol 
our Peace, and the Life and Soul of 
_ al] that Hononrthat is paid utito him. 
The very Grace and Beauty of ME 
+ Ys | SUL Comte 


' founded on Subſtantial Cauſes never to 
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Converſation dependeth upon it,” and 
if it be true, that weare more to love 
GOD for the intrinfick Perfettions 
ofhis Eſlence, then for all his Gifts, 
the chief Bulineſs of aur Knowledge is 
to Frame glorious Apprehenfions of 
his Nature, and to Believe him in all 
things ſo Kind and Wiſe,that he is True 
and Faithful in all his Declarations, 
and molt fit to be Honoured inall the 
Diſpenſations of his Providence , be- 
cauſe he 1s ever mindful of his Protc- 
ſtations and Promiſes. For then we 


, can believe, that all things ſhall work 
| together for our Good, can fafely 


truſt ourſelves, and all that is ours in 
his hands ; reſign our ſelves upto his 
Diſpoſal with Joy, and ſay Thy #ill be 
done, for it is Holy, Good, and accepta- 
ble ? Thy Will alone is of all other 
Wilis moſt Perfe& .and Deſirable. 


| There are on Earth indeed more nice 


Emergencies, many Obſcurities and 
Riddles, in the midlt of all which to 
think ſo well of GOD as he deſer- 


veth, 1s the moſt acceptable thing in 


the World; for it arguesa great con- 
tidence of his Worth,and a Loye that is 


be 
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be removed, It feedeth the Soul with 
alively hope, and fair ExpeCtation of 
great Things from him : by. which a. 
lone wedo right ro His GODREAD, 
in acknowledging the PerfeCtion ofhis 
Love and Goodnefs, and by which a 
lone we are made able' ta adore him 
and to live in Union and Communi- 
on with him, 

THERE ts preit I alk of Friend. 
thip, it is accounted the only Pleafure, 
in the World ; Its Offices are highly 
magnified of all : Kindnefs of Behavi- 
our, athrough and clear communica- 
eion of Souls, a fecure Reliance upon 
each others Fidelity, a perfe& Diſco- 
very of alt} our Thoughts, Intentions, 
and Reſentments, an rdent willing- 
nefs to impart Lives and Eſtate for the 
Benefit of our Friend , the Repoling 
of all our Secrets in each others Bo- 
ſomes, to do all fervices, and ſuffer 
al} atflictions, for each others ſakes, to' 
prefer the Concerns of our Friend up- 
on all Occaſions above our own, theſe 
are the Magnalie Amicitie, & Arcan 
wutue Benevolentie, the Great and 
mighty Effects for which Friendſhip is 
admired :Byt all theſe, .without a good 
Opint- 
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Opinion of our Friend , are nothing 


worth , they are but Externals of 
Friendſhip, the greateſt Secret in its 
Nature is, the mutnal agreement of 
Souls and Spirits , the Delight which 
cither taketh in the other, the honour 
and eſteem they give and recetve, the 
Approbation and Love of each others 
Diſpolitions , the Sence and Admira- 
tion of each others Vertues, the con- 
tinual Deſire of being alwayes toge- 
ther, peculiar Extalte, which the Beaus 
ty of either occationeth 1n the other, 
when of all other Treaſures in the 
World their Perſans are the greateſt to 


one another, Either is the proper Ele- 


ment and Aefrigerinm of the others 
Soul. Their Boſomes are the mutual 
Receptacles and Temples of each 0- 
thers accompliſhments, whereinto they 
are received in ajl their Deſert, and 


Perfection in their Nature; their Hearts 


are the Thrones where they are exalt- 


d, and magnified, and live at Eaſe, 
are honoured-and worſhipped, extol. 
led, and reign as abſolute in each o- 
thers Souls. There are ſome {light 
ams and Adumbrations of this F —_ 

| Ip 


bave Joſie done to every degree and 
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ſhip on Earth ; but the beſt and higheſt 
Degree of it here beneath 1s but a rude 
and imperfect ſhadow, only GOD js 
the Sovereign ſriend, all Adoration 
paid to any one beſide is meer Idolatry, 
OurHearts can be abſolutely Sacrificed 
to none, but him ; becauſe he aloneis 
immutable in Goodneſs. We cannot 
infinitely honour and delight in any 
but Him, 1t 1s he alone that caninh- 
nitely honour, and delight in us, 
All our Lives, Eſtates, and Services 
are Due to him, Iis Will alone is 
to be wholly ours, becauſe no other 
Will is 1nfallibly Right, Wiſe, Holy, 
but his alone, _ 

THE Union of our Wills is a Perfc&i- 
on of Love:but that at which he aimeth 
by all his Labours, and Gifts,and Bene+ 
firs,” is our Right and Good Opir 
nion of his Excellencies and PcrfeCti- 
ons. That we ſhould fee and diſcern 
his interior Properties, admire his 
Graces, adore his PerfeCtions, adore 
and magnifie his Beanty. and Glory, 
this is the End for which he communt. 
cates himſelf in all his Works and 
Ways nnto us; it is the-End of the 


whols Creation,.and of all the _— 
ent - 
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ſent Things in the univerſe - for by 

{hishe eſtabliſhcth his Empire in our 

ſouls avd makes usPlealing to himſelfin 
all onr Operations. And for this Cauſe 
it is, that the Apoſtle plainly tells us 

that tho we give our Body to be burn- 
ed, and all our Goods to, feed the 
poor, withoutChariry it profiteth no= 
thing. To render to G OD the Ho- 
nour that is due to his Name,to receive 
and admire all his Bounties, to rejoyce 

in all his Oferations, to adore himin 
all his Ways, to take pleaſure in all 
his Works, to fill Heayen and Earth 
with our. Joys and Prailes, is a Work 
which cannot. but be agreeable by its 
Nature, ro his Eternal Eſſence, And 
if this be the Work of, Love, it is that 
which is moſt Excellent, becauſc hc is 
therein both pleaſed | and . enjoyed; 
G OD and all his Creatures are united 
together by Lave alone, and in the Ez 
ternal Exexciſe of pure and perfeftLove 
all Bleſſedpeſs, and Glary., conſiſteth. 
TFyou require what it 5 to loveGOD, 
you will figdit worthy. of hisHigheſt de- 
lire, becauſe thereby all ourſonls,nay all 
his Creatures, and his whole Kingdome 
are perfected, for to LoyveG OD as we 


ought 


Of Charity 
ought to do, is to Honour him as our 
Father, Benefa&tor, Bridegroom, and 
King, ro contemplate him as our Cauſe 
with Complacency, and to reſt inhim 
as our End, to delight ih him as our 
Creator, Preſerver, Lawpiver, and Re- 
deemer, to dedicate our Fives wholly 
to that Service, whatever it be, wherein 
he 1s chtefly pleaſgd and delighted. lt 
13 to love him 1in himſelf; in all his 
Works, in all his Ways, in all his Laws, 
in all his Attributes all his Thoughts 
and Counſels, in all his PerfeCtions; It 
implies the Knowledge of all Objeas, 
the Uſe of all Means, the Attainment of 
all Ends : all Wiſdome and Goodnek;, 
all Obedience and Gratitude, all Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs, all Joy ayd 
Praiſe, all Honour and Efteem, all 
Blefledneſs and Glory. For it is t0- 
Love him with all our Heart, and with 
311 our Soul, with all our Strength, and 
with all our Might, with all our Un- 
derſtanding, with all our Will, with 
all our AfﬀeCtion, with all the Powers 
of our foul, with all out Inclinations 
and Faculties in all his Creatures, in all 
his Appearances, in Heaven and  arth, 
jm Angels and Men, in all 2 
an 
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and Ages, It is to ſee and defire;to 
Eſtcem and delight in his Omnipre- 
ſence and Eternity, and in every Thing 
by which hemanifeſteth himſelf in ei- 
ther of theſe, ſo that all Enlarge- 
ment, and Greatneſs, and Light, and 
Perfection, and Beauty, and Pleaſure, 
are founded in it,. and to Love him to 
Perfection implies all Learning and At 
tainment, becauſe we mult neceſfarily 
be acquainted with all Things in all 
Worlds, before we can thorowly and 
compleatly do it. Which here upon 
Earth to do by Inclination and Endea+ 
vour to the utmolt of our Power, is all 
that is required of usz Andif wedoit 


. to our utmoſt, it ſhall be rewarded in 


the Beatifick Viſion; with a full and 
Bleſſed Pefection with an actual Love 
cxaQly reſembling his.and fully anſwe- 
rable ,to it in the Higheſt Heavens. 

THERE are two common Motives 
of Love among Men, the one the Good- 
neſs and Excellency. of the Perſon, the 
other his particular Kindneſs and Love 
tous : And both theſe are in the High- 
elt Degreein;G O D.. He is of infinite 
Goodneſs and and ExceYency in him- 
{clf, for there is nothjog Good inthe 
: World. 


+ 
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world, but what hath received all its 
Goodneſs from Him. His Goodnef is 
the Ocean, and all the Goodneſles of 
Creacures little Streams flowing from 
that Ocean, Now you would think 
him a Madman that ſhould ſay the Sea 


| werenot greater then a trifling Brook : 


and certainly it no leſs folly to ſuppoſe 
that the Goodneſs of G O D dothnot 
as much ( nay infinitely more ) ex- 
ceed that of all the Creatures. The 
Sun 1s a lively Mirror of that Eternal 
Act of Love which is the Glory of his 
Eflence, but it 1s infinitely leſs prone to 
communicate its Beams, and doth lefs 
Good to it ſelf, and infinitely leſs to all 
other Creatures, ' It ſhines' for their 
lakes neverthekſs, and clothes it ſelf 
withGlory,by the ſplendor of its Beams 
and: 1s an Emblem of GOD, who 
exerteth his Power with infinite Plex- 
fare, and by communicating hisEffence 
in an infinite 'Manner , propagates his 
Felicity, and ' Glory, -to -the' utmoſt 
Height and Perfection, By proceeding 
from himſelf to all Objects throughout 
all. Worlds, he begets, and dwelleth 
im himſelf, he/ inhabits Eternity in a 


Blefied and more vigorous Manner, 


by 
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by eſtabliſhing the Felicity of all his 
hisCreatures,and become theirs infinite 
and Eternal Glory. t#hercin his parti» 
cular Kindneſs andLove tous appearerth 
becauſe he hath fitted ns with Qualt- 
ties and Powers adaptcd for {o great 
an End, andas particularly appropris 
ated all to us, as the Sun tothe Eye of 
every SpeRator, For our Bodi:s ara 
our Souls are made toenjoy the Ecnciit 
of all, and his Deſire is that we ſhould 
attain the End for which we are creat» 
ed, On his fide all is prepared; on 

ours nothing is. wanting but Loveto 

embrace andtake pleafare in bis Gopd- 


neſs, which ſhinethin all theſe Things, 


and created them on purpoſe, that bes 
Ing manifclted by them, we might des 
light in it for ever. 

HE thatlovethnot G OD with all 
his Heart, liveth a Lite molt contrary 
to Nature, For to Love is as natural tor 
the Soul, as to ſhine for the Sun:and zbe 
moreLovely any:thingis.the morc prone 
We are coDeliphe in it:ifany thing be in- 
haitly Amiable,weare prouctoLove it fn 
an infinite meafure, we prefer the Better 
above the worſe, 8 cannot rcſt but in the 
beſt cf-all, Reafon ,is theEflence of tl.e 
Soul, and tends always to the utmoftPer- 
yY | fect tor 


-_ 
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feaion., The more Divine and Glorioy 
any Thing is,the more highand Noble i: 
the Love that we bear it:No Beauty leſs 
then the moſt Perfect, no Fleaſure, no 
Wiſdome, no Empire, no Learning, no 
'Greatneſs, Wealth, or Honour.leſs then 
the moſt ſublime can be. our full Satis- 


faction: nolittle degree of Love, ns. 


thing leſs then the moſt - Supreme and 
violent can content us -. So that GOD 
being moſttruely perfect in all theſe, is 
the Adequate/Objea ofrall our Delires, 
and the only Perſon fit:to be eſteemed 
in an infinite manner. 2: Itis as natural 
for. Man {ito Love - tur: as :to. de 
fire and .delight-in any''being, which 
jupplies the ordinary and daily neceſis 
ties of his Lite. So tel err al 
TO Love him as we ought implies 
two things, . that are-agreable to' the 
Nature vt Love, .yet very rarely to 
be found among the Sonsot Men, a de. 
fire topleaſehim;zaand a Defire to enjoy 
him. LTherDefire 'of Plegſong is a con- 
ſtant fruit and effe& of. Love. | For kc 

" that. Loves, is very delirouts to approve 
. himſelf, and to doe whatſoever he thinks 
will be grateful to his Beloved. Ac: 
cording tothe Decree of Love; the d&- 
fire is more or leſs. W here we Lov: 
Farncſtl\ 
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Farneſtly,we ate'extreamly Earneſt and 
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Careful to pleaſe -* Where Love is re- 


miſs. there 18 little need or Regard of a- 


ny thing : But '7»fite Love! Iris 
impoſſible' to- declare what favour and 


Zeal it wilt produce. If we Love GOD, 


we ſhall keep his Commandements with 
a Tenderneſs and Deſire fo extreme 
that no Joy will be fo grear as the Ob. 


ſervation . of * his - Laws 3 It will be 
'with us, a$'1t was with onr Lord Je- 


ſus Chrift ; it-will be' our Atrat and 
Drink 10 0"the' Will 'of © our, Father 
which is in "Heaven," 'The meaſure 


_-of our Love willf not tnfaſe ſome 
'{light and fafritEndeavonrs ofPlealing, 
butputusonthemoſt painful and coſtly 


Duties, take hs willing to forfake our 
ownEaſe,Goeas,Friends,yeal.ife it (e)f, 
when we canriot keep them ivithour ot- 


fending our'Creator, © * «© 


THE deſire of Enjoying is conftanit . 
ly ſeen in otit-Loveto one another, If 


any manhatta'friend whomhe intirely 
loveth ; hiE defires his' Converſation, 
Wiſhes to be-always in tis Company , 


and thinketh the TimeJong till he apa 
his triend be together; * And thus will 
it be in our LovetoG OD, if as great 
and Heatty' as it ought tobe,” [In rf:is 


V > Lite 
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Life our Enjoyment of G OD. is more 
1mperfeQ, more compleat and perict 
in the Life to come. Here upon Earth 
we delire to converſe with him in his 
Ordinances, in Prayer, Meditatioa , 
hearing bis Word, in receiving the $2- 
crament, which are intended all for this 
purpoſe, to bring us into a neerer Int | 
macy, and familiarity with G OD by 
freaking ſo to him, b& hearing him ſpeak, 
and ſhew himſelf to us. If we love him 
indeed, we ſhall highly. Value thkek 
Ways of Converſing. ' with him : jt 
3s alljhere yponEazth whereby wean 
enjoyhime It will make n5with Davide- 
ſteem ove Day iu bis Conras better thans 
thouſand. We ſhall delight in all the 
Means of approaching to him as often 
as poſlible, and ufe them diligently, to 
the End of uniting us more and more 
unto him, who is the Object of our 
Deſire and the Life of our Souls, And 
for as much as there js another Enjoy- 
ment of G OD which is more compleat 
and perfect, we ſhall groan earnclily, 
deſered to be diſſolved aud be with Chriſt, 
where we may ſee no morein a Glals, 
but Face to Face, and Know as we are 
Known. For Loveis ſtrong as Death, 
many Waters cannot quench Love, nci- 


thes 


towards Go D. 
ther can the floods drown it, Affligion, 
Perſecution , Sickneſs, any thing that 
will bring us to Heaven, will-be accept- 
able and Delightful. | 

IF you would know more fully, why 
GOD deſires to be Beloved, y ou may 
conſider, that Leve 1s not onely the 


$ Motive, and Incentive to-Vertue, the 


Cauſe of Obedience, butthe form and 
Bſſence of every Grace, and the fuhil- 

ling of the Law, We ſhall chuſe him for 
our GOD, and have no other GODS 
but him, no Delights, no Sovereign En. 
joyment but himalone. Weſhall ho. 


| nour him with all our Souls, and adore 


him with every Power of our Will and 
Underſtanding : We ſhall not regard 
Images and ſhadows, but worſhip him 
immediately in _ and in Truth, We 
ſhall not take his Name in vain,nor con- 
tentedly ſtand by when others abuſe ir- 
But ſhall praiſe his Name, and defire to 
ſee it glorified thronghout the World, 
For Love deſires the Honour, and de- 
lights in the Glory and Advancement 
of its Beloved. We ſhall reverence 
his Sanctuary, and keep his Sabbaths, 
deſiring Reſt from other Avocations , 
that we may contemplate his Glory in 
| V 3 all 


_ 


abide in every Soul, and the Felicityot 
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all his Works. For his fake we ſhall 
obferve the Laws of the ſecond Table 
and Love onr Neighbour as our ſelf. 

For to Love himis no Impediment, but. 
a Strong Engagement, and incentive to 
the Love of all his Creatures. We 
ſhall honour our Parents for his ſake, 
and preſerve the Life of our Neigh- 
bour: We ſhall not rob him of his 
happineſs in his Wife, nor wrong himin 
her Chaſtity and Fidelity towards him, 
We ſhall not ſteal from him, nor dimi- 
niſh hjs ' Poſſeſſtons. We ſhall not 
defame him; nor hurt him by Lies; 
but vindicate and preſerve his Re- 
putation--it will be our joy and $4- 
tisfation' to ſee his' hogour clear and 
unblemifhed. --We ſhall-not injure him 
{ſp muchas 'in-a- thought, nor covet 
ought: that is his, either for neceſli- 
ty orpleafure: but ſtudy to add to his 
Contentments, i ---c ip 

; WERE all the World as full of 

this Love” as-it. ovght . to: be, Para- 

dice wouldi/ſti}] continue, and all Man- 
kind would be the joy and Glory of 
the whole Creation, : The Love of 

G OD towards all would - dwell and 


all 


toour Neighbour, 
ll wonld be the particular Joy of eve- 
ry perſon. Al the Earth would be 
fall of Repoſe, and Peace, and Prof. 
perity , nothing but Honour, and 
Kindneſs, and Contentment would 
repleniſh the World. Which leads 
me now to: that other Branch of 
Love, which 1s Charity to our Neigh- 


bour, 


Ns —— 


CHAP, XIX, 


Charity to our Neighbour moſt natural 
an Eaſie in the Eſtate of Innocency : 
Adams Love to Eve and his children 
a great Examplar of onr Love to all 
the World. The Sweetneſs of Loving. 
The Benefits of being Beloved. To 
Love all the World, and be belovedby 
all the World is perfedt ſecurity and 
Felicity. Were the Law fulfilled all the 
World would be turned in Heaven. 


HARITY to our Netghbour 
\_ isLove expreſied towards GO D 
in the Beſt of his Creatures, Weare 


to Love GOD in all the Worksof 


his Hands, but im thoſe eſpecially, that 
| V 4 are 
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are moſt near unto him, chiefly thoſe. in 
which he maniteſteth himſelf moſ 
clearly, and theſe are they that are 
molt hke him, moſt exalted by him, 
molt loved of him, and moſt delightful 
to him. 

ANGELS and Men, are fo diſtin 
from the ref(idue of the Creation, that 
all the Works of G OD. as if they 
were Things of. another Kind, are put 
in Subjection under their feet. They 
were made im his Image. andare often 
called the Sons of GOD. They are 
the Sovereign ObjeCts of his Eternal 
Love, every one of them, conſidered 
Fart, 15ſo Glorious; as if he were the 
Sole individual friend of G OD, and 
King of the Univerſe, ſo that they are 
to be treated in another Manner, as 
Hign and Sacred Perſons, elevated a 
above the Race of ordinary Creatures, 
as a Progeny of Kings that are all of 
them friends to the King of Kings, 
Ambaſſadours repreſenting his Per- 
ſon, in whom he 1s injured, or Obig: 


I confeſs there are many Diſgulles, 
that overcaſt the F ace of Nature with 
aVail, and cloud theſe Sovercgs 
Creas 


to our Neighbour, 
Creatures : the Excellency, the Ab- 


ſence, and Diſtance, and unknown Na- 
ture of Angels; the Perverſneſs of 
Nature, the Ignorance, and Unkind. 
neſs, and Diſorders of Men Darken, 
and Ecliple this Glorious Duty , 
and make it uncouth and difficult to us: 
But all theſe Diſorderscame in by'Sin , 
and it is expedient to remove theConfy- 
fions that blind us, in our miſerable E. 
ſtate, and to look ypon this Vertue of 
Charity, in the Naked Beauty which 
appeareth to us in the Light of &. 
der. 

IN the Purity of Nature, Men are 
Amiable Creatures and prone to Love, 
Td great Advantagesz of which Sin 
and mifery hath bereaved us, and to 
which we are reſtored but in Part, even 
then when we are Sandifed, Where the 
Beanty of the Object is intire, and per- 
fe, and the Goodneſs of the Speftator 
car and undefiled, to Love is as Natu- 
ral and Eafie as for fire to enflame when 
applied to convenient matter. For the 
Beanty of the Obje& is Oyl and Fuel to 
the affeion of the Spettator. It 1s 
not more Ealie to delight. in what ts 
pleaſant, than it is to deftre what is 
Good - f 
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Good and Amiable. To be commarided 
to take pleaſure in it is Liberty, not 
Conſtraint, To be forhidden would 
be hard, A Prohibition would be the 
Severeft- Law, and the moſt crue} Bon- 
dage. ' There was no Poſitive Lawin 
Eden, that 'required a Man to Love his 
Neighbour, it was a Law of Nature, 
The Nature of the Objec required it, 
and onr'Nature prompted it ſelf there- 
vnto. The Service that Law required 
was perfect freedome. Adam was com- 
manded to Love Eve, by a ſilent Law, 
Surprized by her Beauty and captivat- 
ed by 'the Chains of Nature. He was 
amazed' at fo fair a Creature, her Pre- 
ſence was ſo'Delightful that there was 
no need-of a Law; an injunction had * 
Imported ſome Sluggiſhneſs in the zeal 
of his Aﬀecion. His Appetite and 

Reaſon' were united - together, and 
both invited him to loſe himſelf in her 
Embraces- She was as acceptable a Pre- 
ſent of the Love of GOD, as #iſdome 
and Goodneſs could invent for him.He 
was too apt to admire'her, had not her 

Soul been as worthy; as her Symmetry 

wastritfeendeng. He admired theBoun- 
ty of the Dowor in ſb Great a _ and 

EL, reat 


tern. and | Copy of what: fojlows, 
DO ESTI AGED | 


to our Neighbour, 
GreatPart of his Life was to be ſpent in 
the Contemplation of his Treaſure. 
He had a Noble Creature made in the I- 
mage of GOD. for him alone! Het 
ſoul was far more- excellent 'in Beau- 
ty then her Face, | aDiviner and more 
Glorious Objett than the whole world. 
Her Intelligence and Vivacity;Her Lof- 
ty. and clear Apprehenfions, Her Ho- 
nour and - Majeſty, Her Freedome of 
Ation, her Kindneſs : of Behaviour, 
her Angelical Aﬀections, Her fitneſs for 
Converſation , Her ſweet and Tender 
Principles, a million of Graces and En-. 
dowments. conſpiring to enrich. Her. 
Perſon and Perfeqjon, made all the 
World to ferveAdaum with one Degree 
of Pleaſure more inſerving and pleafing 
ter; TheUniverſeiſcemed to beNothing 
but the Theatreoftheir mutual Love,as 
fall theWorld were made for nothiflp 
elſe, but-tommniſter to'her for his ſake, 
and to make him happy inthe Enjoy= 
ment of Her. While the fruition wasſan-: 
Ctified by a Juſt acknowledgement and 
Thankſgiving tothe Author, ::.-.* - , 


* WE produce -Eveonly for a Preſi- 


dent; this firſt ſweetneſs - is but a Pat-' 


fair 
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fair Prologue to a more magnificent 
ſcene, and uſed by us as a meer Inz 
rroduCtion. Adaw was able to Love 
Millions more, and as 8he was taken 
out of his fde, ſo were they' to ſpring 
_ from his Bowelr : All tobe as Great, 
and fair, and Glorious as ſhe, as full of 
Soul, and as full of Love.. As the 
Woman was the Glory of man, fo 
were their Off-ſprings the Glory of 
both : I mean they had been ſo, by 
the Law of Nature, had not thedue 
courfe of it been diſturbed: Which 
Accident 1s wholy to be fathered on 
Adams fondneſs to pleaſe his Wife, 
and to be mothered upon her Light- 
neſs and Credulity, But we /being 
here to diſcloſe the Felicity which is 
hid m the fulfilling of GODS Laws 
23nd to jultifie his Love im commanc's 
Inf this Charity to our Neighbors,malt 
not regard the Malevolence of Men, 
but look upon the pure latention of 
the Law; and the facceſs that would 
have followed, had it been, as it might 
have becn, perfe&tly obſerved. 
ALL Adems Children had becn 
himſelf divided, and. multiplied mto 
millions, and every one -a Greater 
Treaſure 


PROGINEES) es en a SS 
<vr rRrFadb . - 


to que Neighbour, 501 
Treaſure to him than the whole world. 
ut & The Stars had not been by a thouſand 
wo Degrees ſo great an Ornament to the 
'© Il shies , as they .to the Earth, an of- 
Ti foring of many Þ Angels, an allem- 
S I bly of corporeal Seraphims, a Race of 
s Celeſtial Kings, every one Joving and 
fi Honouring Adew , as the Fountain 
” | of their Being , and the Author of 
* | their Well being, of the one in beget- 
f ting them, of the other by ſtanding 
T and abiding in, his lategrity..* They 
d 


had all been: {o; many Pledges of his 
Wives AfﬀeCtion; Monuments of love, 
New and Powerful Endearments , Ens 
largements af. their Parents, - Being 
Mirrors and Mcmogials of both therr 
perfetjong, ;, E,or, all had been made 
for 'eyery .one;z,,.and every one had 
been the Joy,nay and the Beauty of all. 
All had beenevery. ones Objects, and 
every one the Spettator of all, every 
one would hayedelightcd inthe Beau- 
ty of all, and all bad conſpired and 
rived togethgg,.in, the love of every 
_ one, their. congugrence infulhlling the 
Law would have baniſhed all fia and 
Opprefſion, Diſconteatm:nt and ſors 
Tow, Wrong and Injury, Thett and 


Murds 


— 
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Murder, and Adultery, and Lying out 
of the World, there had been no noiſe 


of War or Contention, or anger,” pr 


Envy , or Malice, *or Revenge; this 
accurſed(7#Þ7) Black Guard had never 
appeared; bnt. all wonld have been 
Delightful to one another : Aﬀedtions, 
Honours, Benefits, ahd Services; Pleas 
ſures, Praifes, and Profpericies; theſe 
alone had filled the World, with Beay- 
ty, Scenrity, Peace,-and Glory, Wi 
dome, Goodneſs, TZove, andFelicity, 
Joys and Gratituge' had been, all thit 
ad been Known, had Love been iq. 
tirely and inviolably obſerved. © ” 
BU T where GOD SLawsarebro« 


ken there is confufton and every Fvil 
"Work. - Which © nevertheleſs - does 


more highly commend the excellency 
of his Nature, and refle&/a Praiſe up. 


on that Authority, which- muſt firſt 


be deſpiſed , before-arty Mifery can 
come into the World. If the Doty 


Which the Law requires' be all frcet- 
neſs, and Felicity;*atd' Glory; *Com- 
 pleatly good , and vn'every fide Ad- 


vantageons - and* Profitable we that 
fail in the Diſcharge 'of oor 'Duty miy 


be condemned, -but 'G'O D''is to be 


admired 


foour'Nedghbour, 


admired ; and:-{till wo be confeſſed 


moſt-Glarions and Holy ,' becaufe he _ 


delights in the welfare of his Crea» 


rares, and (roar; ſo delirex- 


ble aMylteryy and -enjoynes futhad- 
mirable Things, as would” mike. all 
tranſcendently--Blefled ,: and :Good , 
and Perfect were they .pertettly. ob- 
ſerved, - He deftgnes! that: all:ſhould 
be amiable, whonr' we are command- 
ed td Love, and-:that we fhould be 
nat{ onlyi-prone'to: Love, but.afually 


full of it, andthe:ireaſon why'he-con= 


#litutes:Love 4:8s the:Sovereign Law:z 
4s, berauſfe, 4s dur Savionr- ſaith; There 
7s none other [PYCater | Comnmundeticht, 
none more Blttled,'or Divine,ior Glo- 
rious, none imore conducive tv. our 
-Blifs, his pleaſare; the perfc&ion of his 
-Kingdome:RBiching' mgicheſlivok Love, 
1t. is. impoſlible! to: pat:andther- Law 
an:its Places, (whicki can-anfwer i the 
Defigns bEhis Wiſfdothe and-Gondneſs, 
or i.comply '\withiithe Exigencics- .of 
ourEftate and-condition: -Itis as cafic 
tochange theNatbreot G OD;andde- 
-vile another: deicy as Geod aud conve- 
-ment, as:to. invent. a butter! Lam? chen 
this, which is-plainly of all tinher-che 
molt Divinc and Holy. Er 


If we aſcend up into Heaveo, and 
take a perfect account of all the Op. 
perations _- Eflects of nine '!they 
appear in Glory ;, we 
os the Libert of W iſhin __ 
conſult, what of all I hings poſlibleis 
moſt fit to be delired. Had we a 
Power to chuſe, what Kind of Crex 
tures would our ſelves be made ? conld 
we deſire to be any thing more great 
and Perfe&tthen the Image of GOD? 
In the fullextent aod utmoſt height of 
its Nature it is. the 'Reſemblance of 
all his Bleſſedneſs and Glory.:: To 
have Beings without Power, or pow- 
er without Operations, will never 
make us like GOD, becauſe by an 
infinite and Eternal A& of Power he 
is what he is. Actions are ſo necells. 
ry that iall Felicity agd Pleafure 15 con- 
tinually feunded in; ſome at or other, 
fence isof any .value , bþutas 


_ no Eſte oy / 
t employs it in adelightfu] man- 
ner, ; What Law then would wohave 
to regulate our ations by ? Since Acti- 
ons are of different Kinds, ſome good, 
ſame Evil, ſome convenient, ſome 
Hurtful, ' ſome Honourable and ſome 


Delightful , ſome Baſe and Odious, 
ſome 
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toour Neighbour? 
ſome are Miſerable, and ſome are Glo« 
rious, we would chiife ſuch. a Law to 
guid: our Aions by, as | might. make 
chem honourable and delighttul, and 
goad and Glorious, All theſe are 


with Wiſdome and Bleſledneſs ſhut up 


1n Love. And by Love it 1s that we 


make our ſelves infinitly Beautiful, and 
Amiable, and Wiſe, and Bleſled, wile 
we extend that Delightful and Blefted 
Aﬀection to all objects that are Good 
and Excellent, ſo that on this 11de we 
have all we can deſire, Eſſences, Laws 
and AQtions that moſt tend to our full 
and compleat perfettion. If on the 
other {1de, we look after objects for. 
this AﬀeCtion, and defireto have ſ>me 


| Creatures maſt Excellent. and fit for 


thew Goodneſs to be Bzloved, what 
Creatures ean we wiſh above al other, 
that can be made to fatisfie andivlcaſe. 
us? Can any thing be more high and 


Perfect then the fimilitude ofG O D? 


GOD is LOVE, and hiz Love the. 
Life and Perfe&ion of Goodnets, T here 
IsSno Living Goodneſs fo fweet and amt- 
able as that alone, none ſo Wiſe ,, none 
fo Divine, none fo Bleſſed. VVtat, 
Laws can we delire thoſe Creatures I 
X e 
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be guided by, but. the. Laws of 
Love? By Love they are made Ami. 
able and delightful to us; by. Love 
they are made Great and Blefled jn 
themſcives. All Honour: aud Praiſe, 
Benevolence and Good-will, Kindneſs 
and Bounty, Tenderneſs and Compal: : 
ſion, all Sweetneſs, and Courtelie, and 
Care, and Aftabilitie, all Service and 
Complacency are {hut up 1n Love : 
It is the Fountain of all Benefits and 
Pleaſures whatſoever. All Admirati- 
on, Eltecm and Gratitude, all Indu- 
ſtry, Reſpect, and Courage are ſhunt 
up in Love, and by Love alcne doth 
any object of ours Sacrifice it ſclf to 
our Deftire and Satisfaction. So that 
on that ſide our Wiſhes are Compleat- 
ca too : While the moſt High, and 
Blefled, and Glorions Creatures love 
us as themſelves. For theceby they 
are as much our Felicity as their own, 
and as much* take pleaſure and De- 
light thereins As for GOD his Way is 
| perfe&; like curious needle work on 
eitner fide, compleat and exquilite. 
ALL that we can fear, or except 
againſt, is his Omiflion, in forbearing 
to compell_his Creatures to love, gs 
tacr 


to,our Neighbonr, 


ther they will or no. But in. that 


Liberty, which he gave them, his Love 
is maniteſted .moſt of, all. In gtv- 
ing us, a Liberty at. is mglt apparent : 
for without Liberty there can be no * 
Delight, no Honour, no, Ingenuity , 
or Goodneſs at all : No action can be 
Delightful that is not our Pleaſure In 
the Doing. Ail Delight is free and 
voluntary by its Eflence. Forceand 
Averſion are inconliſtent with 1ts naw 
ture, Willingneſs in its operation 1s 
the Beauty of the Soul, and its Honour 
founded in the freedom of its Delire. 
Whatſoever it doesnot delire and de- 
light 1n, tho the matter ofthe perform- 
ance be never ſo excellent, the Man- 
ner_is ſpoiled , and totally Blaſtcd. 
Now can we.compel another to delire 
or delight in any Thing? . The Soul in 
It ſe]f hath an laclnatian to,or an a ver- 
hon from every objc&. The Ingennity 
and Worth of the Soul is expretled in. 
the Kindneſs of its own Intention, in 
the freedom of its Delire ta do what 
is Excellent, in the delight it taketh. 
to love, irs Goodneſs is founded. Now . 
tho GOD, infinitely hated Sin, yet he. 
gave us an irrevocable Poxyer to dou. 
X 2 what 
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What we pleaſed, and adverttiired the 
Hazzard of that which. he infinitely 
hated, that: being*free to do what we 
would, we wight be Honourable and 
delightful in doing ( freely , and of 
our own Accord) What is Great and 
Excellent. For without this'Libert 
there can be no Love,” ſince Love's 
an ative and free affection 3 tha+ muſt 
ſpring from the' Deſire and pleaſure of 
the Soul.” It is the Fleafure of a Lov- 
cr to promote the Felicity 'cf hisob. 
Jeet. | Whatſoever Scrvices he iscon: 
'pelled to do, heis either meerly pal 
ye in them or 'Creſs wnto them, tie 
are all void 'of the' Principal Grace 
"and Beauty that ſhov}d adorn 'them, 
= make'them plcaſantand' ſatisfato- 

: men may. be Dead, and moved like 

” Aim but in ſach cauſes: thereis no 
Tore: neither: do they att of them- 
ſelves, when they ate ' over-ruled, 
and forced by twnother. For this cave 
hath ir pleaſed God, in order to or 
PerfeCtion, to make the moſt Sublime 
and Sovereign Creatures all Free, 
wltcrein' he hach (expreſſed the greatelt 
Love in the World. As we may fe 


'by all the Dripleafures and ro p 
at 
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hath coſt him, throngh-our Abuſe of 
ſ> illimited- and great a perfeRion. ' 
But where his Love is moft Highly 
and Tranſ#endent!y expreſfed , ttiere 
are we molt prone to ſpect it, Na-' 
ture is ſo Croſs and diſorderly. Thicke 
can be no Wiſdom without a volunta-' 
iy AQ, for 'in all Wiſqome there is 
Counſ*l and deſign. Where no conſulta« 
tion nor Ele(tion precedes, the beſÞ 
operation in all the World is Bhad 
and Caſual. Fortune and' chance mul 
haveno band ! in that'which wiſdom Ef-. 
fefteth:no mbre then Force and necef: 
ſity muſt have'in that Goodneſs, whers 
all the kinJnefs ought tobe in the In- 
tention of the: Benefaftor. | "There's 
ſomething in it which I cannot explain: 
It tsealtly conceived, but will never (1 
think) jn Words, be os reſſed: The 


Will has a mighty handfn all the Divit 


my © dn Gogdnels. Tr is theimd 
of the 


x of all ua 'Detire and FxpeQtatiorni. 


oer thar is the''principaF obÞ- 
HAVING for theſe Cauſes mite. 


His Creatures fice, he has forkeiteAmthikr 
Choiſe, and/{tcured their Determicati- 


on, as far as, was poffible.” He 'hatb 


done all *Y can Ge ee to niake 


: 
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Love, and would take infinite Plea- 


_ Of Charity 
them Love us, and left nothing undone 
but only that which was, abſolutely ne 
cellary that they might Loge. They 
could not Love vs, if they were no 
1. ft tothemſclves ro do itfreely. And 
their Ability being provided for, nay an 
Inclination given to make them willing 
he has {trictly commanded & enjoyned 
them toLove,by Nature allured them,& 
ordered us ſ{o,that we might be fivto be 
Beloved,he hath made it ſweet and ratio. 
nal to Love, given them his own Exan: 
ple, and ſolemnly proteſted that he will 
accept ofno Love'to himſelf, but whar 
is accompanied with Love to tits friends 
and ſervants, engaged them to Love, or 
be Eternally miſerable, And if forall 
this they will not Love, the faults 
none of his. All that he has,done tolet 
ſecure then. Love to himſelt, he has done 
to ſecure then Love to us:and | isas much 
ar. more concerned in their Love to 
us, then 1n.that which himſe}f requireth 
and F xpeCteth, Nay he hath madeit 
. Impoſſible tor them (truly) to Love 
themſelves without doing of it; And 
If they will neither Loye GOD nor 


- themſelves,we may well be deſpiſed for 


Company. He infinitely defires their 


ſure 


© 8 a. 


uw 
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foont Neighbour, 


ſare in the Operation. There 1s no 


Way to make themſelves Homonra- 


ble and Delightful toGOD, buron y 
y Loving us, as his ſoul requireth. 
And by al! theſe Inducements and 
Cauſes, are we our ſelves ſtirred up to 
Love, freely to exere the Power of 
Love to others in like manner; 

THA T which yet further commen- 


deth this Vertue- of Love vntous, -is, 


thar it 1s the only Soul of all-Pleaſure 
and Felicity i» all Eftates, It is like 
the Light of the Sun, in all theKing- 
domes, and Houſes, and Eyes, and A- 
ges, in Heaven, in Earth, in the Sea, 
in Shops and Temples; in Schooles 
and Markets, in Labovrs and Recrea- 
tions, in Thcatres and Fable. It is the 
Great Demon of the World, and the Sole 
Cauſe of all Operations. Ir is evident- 
ly-impoſlible for'any Fancy, or Play,or 
Romance, or Fable to be compoſed 
well, and made Delightful, without a 
Mixture of ' Love in the Comroſure. 
In all 'Thezrres, and Feaits, and Wed- 
dings, and T'riamphs,and Goronations., 
Love 1s the $S>ul and PerfeCtionot all, 
1nall Perforis; in all Occupations, in all 
Diverſions, /in'all Labours, inall Ver- 
X 4 tues, 
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| Of Charity- 
tues,” in all Vices, in'all Occafiong, 
In all Familics, in ali Cities and Emy 
Pires, In «ll our Devotions, and R«li. 
21Us . Actions, Love 1s all in all. . All 
the Sweetnel(s 'of Society is ſeated in 
Love, the Life of Mubck and Dancipg 
is Love; the Happineſs of Houſes, the 
Enjoyment of Friends, the Amity of 
Relations, the Providence of Kings, 
the Allegiance of Subjects, the Glory of 
Empires, the Security, Peace and Wel 
fare of the World is, ſeated in Loye, 
Without Love all is Diſcerd and Con- 
fuſioF, All Bleflings come upon psby 
Love, and by Love: alone all Delighks 
and Blefiings are enjoyed. All happt 
neſs is eſta; lilied byLove,and by Low 
alone /is all Glory attained. , GOP 
Kneweth that Love” pniteth. Saul, 
makcth men of one. Heart'ina Hoyſp, 
filles them with Libetallity and Kind- 
neſs toeachother, makes them Delight- 
tu!l in preſence, taithful in Abſence, 


 Terder of th\ Honaut arid Welfare of 
_ their Beloved, Apt to. obey, | xcady 
to pleaſe, Conſtantin; Hrials, Patient in 


ſ ff.rjngs, Couragioys ip Afaults,Pro- 
dent in, Difficuities,:Y.ioriaus; and 
Triumphant, All that I ſhall need jo 
TL He En: oþ- 


RS. . ee 4s FIC , 4 Fas! 


toour Neighbour, 
obſerve further, is; that it compleated 
the Joys of Heaven. Well therefore 
may Wile ons delire [9% well may 
theGoodneſs of GOD delight in Love. 
{t is the form and the Glor, of his Eter- 
nal Kingdonſe, . And, therefore it is 
that the Apoltle faith, Charity zever 


faileth ; but wheher there.be Propheſies, 


they fall fazl; whether there. be Tengyes, 
They ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be Know- 
ledge it” ſhell eaniſpiamey; | For ut 

in part, and wy; Propbeſie in-gant, b 

W heys that mwhiohis per fe ed W,comt, thew 
that which is impart ſhall he donegzaway 
For. row ws fee through «Gloſs darkly, 
but bes Face $0: $4ce ;, 10m 1 Kaow, 272 
parks: but when. ſhell 1 knom,as 4!te'T arp 
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Of Prudence. Its Foundation is Chari. 
Ty,its End. Tranquillity aud Projperity 
_on Earth, its Office #0 reconcile Duty 

' andConvenience, and to make Vertue 
 ſubſervient to Terapotal Welfare, of 
Prudence in Religion, F riendſlip, and 
Empire. The End of Prudence it 

_ perfe@ Charity. Thee” 


FNYHARIT Y (is that which 
A_; tercth into'every Vertue;'as'1 
men Tagredient of its'\Nature andVer: 
fettion;** Love © 1s ' the: fountain and 
-theEnd of all , without which there 
can be' ho'Beauty norGoodhels in any 
of the Vertytes.Lovero.ohefelf, Lovero 
GOD, Love tomaniEoveto Felichy, 
a clear? and * mtelNligent Love is the Litc 
and Soul of every -Vertue, © without 
which Humility is but Baſcneſs, For- 
titude but Feirceneſs, Patience but Stu- 
pidity, Hope but Prcſumption, Mude- 
{ty bur Simpering,Levotion but Hypo- 
criſte, Liberality is Profuſeneſs, Know- 


ledge-vanity, Meekneſs but a ſheepiſh 


Tamenefs,and Prudenee it felf but fraud 
and Cunning. For asall other Vertues, 
fo 1s Prudence, fonnded on Cha- 
rity 


. Of prudence, 
rity, He that js. not Goodcanne- 
ver bePrudent:for he cannever. bene- 
ſit himſelf, or others. For the Deſignes 


of Prudence are to ſecure one ſelf in 


the Exerciſe of every Vertue, and fo to 
ord:zr the Diſcharge of ones Dary, as 
neither to hurc a mans ſelf in his Life, 
Eſtate, Honour, Health, or Contents 
ment, nor yet to fail in the Attainment 
of that Worth and Beauty, which'will 
make our Lives Delightful to others, 


and as Glorious to our ſelves, as Bencfi- 


cial and Delightful.” TO 
 PRUDENCE hath an eye to-every 
Circutmſtance, and Emergence of our 
Lives. . Its Defigne is to make amans 
ſelf as Great and- glorious asis polltble, 
andin pleaſing all 'the World; to order 
and improve all Advantages withour 
Incurting the leaſt inconvenience s To 
reconcile ourDevorion, Obedichee and 
Religion, to out Intereſt and Proſperi- 
ty in the World: To fhunall extreams, 
to ſurmount all Difficulties,to oyerrule 
all D:ifadvantages,to diſcern allOppor- 
tyaities, and lay hold on all Occaftons 
of doing Good to our ſelves. 'Its Office 
1s to. conſult, and contrive, and effect 


our own Welfare' in every Occurrence 


that can befal us in the World, and 
fo 


31G 


Of Pundence,.. 


# 


ſo to mingle all Vertnes in the Executi, 


- Of PAtunnn Money thay Felich, 


3nd aid, and per et each other, in fuch 
a manner as at once to. be pleaſing to 
GO D, profitable to his Creatures, 
and t0..QuUr ſelves, Totake hecd that 
we "qo nothing out of Scafon, narbe 
ouilty. of any Defett, or Excefs,or Mif- 
carriage. - All the, Vertues are United 
by Prudence like ſeveral Pieces ins 
Complear armour, apd diſpoſed all lik 
Souldiers 11 anArm athat have their ſe+ 
veral Poſtes and Chatgee,or like theſe 
veralOrgers and Degrees ina Kingdom, 
where there areVarigty of Truſts, % [ers 
vices to be done,and every Man has his 
Office aſligned by the King, and Knows 
his own work,and is fitted forthe fatt: | 
_F O - as no one man Is ſufficient 
for all; the ſame pes{on cannot be chief 
Prieſt in the Temple and Genera] in the 

wh ax; ' ] / B 5314 37] ; 
Army, and Admiral at Sea, &ic.' So 
neither can every Yertue ſerve for all 


purpoſes, but there muſt be ſeveral Ver- 


ties for  everal Ends. Senn: 
AS. the King ordereth and dirett- 


eth-all, þis Officers and ſubje&ts in their 
ſeveral Places; if they do their duty im 


their, own ſphere, the Great End wat 
2 . T : = taine' 
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Of Byudence. 317 


tained by al, which no oxeof them 
alone, Was able to Effet : {o liere, one 


Vertues ſupplies the DefeAs of 2no- 
ther, and tho every one of then moves 
in his own PrecinCts,and does not at all 
intermeddle with anothers charge; yet 
the Work is done as effeQtually as if as 
ny one Vertne did all alone, 

" WHILE all the Vertues confpire 


to ſupply whar is wanting in each other, 


Prudenee 1s the general Overſeer, and 
Governour of all, which, while every 
ſingle Vertue is ignorant of what the 
ot her 'are doing, fits and proportions 
the ſubſervient Ends, to which every 
on=- of theſe DireCteth its Care, and 
Labour, and Skill, to the Great and laſt 
End of al, the intite PerfeCtion' and 
Glory of the Kingdome. So that here 
upon Earth Prudence feemeth to be the 


King of Vertues, becauſe we have ſuch 


a Maltiplicity of Concernes and Afﬀairs 
to look aiter, that it is impoſſible for a- 
ny one Vertue, but Prudence alone to 
attend them all, | | ; 
THIS difcoyereth the Excellency of 4 
Vertne,8& Uere ei averywroas Error'to 
which'we are hable,while we aceprone 
Imprudently' toexpea- mare from a- 
ny 


Df Pzudence, 


ny Vertne than It is able to perform 
We.are; apt to believe that in eyery 
Vertae there is an infinite Excellency, 
And this great Expeciation-of ours is 
a good opinion of Vertue, yct turneth 
C notſeldome_) to its Diſgrace and ln- 
famy., For when we look upon @ 
ny ſingle Veitue, and ſee it ſo -Defe- 
ive, that it ſcarce. anſwereth one of 
many Ends,b<cauſe we find our ſclyes 
deceived in our expettation of itsper- 
fetion, and the Service of that Vertye 
ſo Curt and narrow, which-we thought 
to be 1nfinite 3 weare diſtaſted at its 
Inſufficiency, and prone to (light itas 
a poor inconſiderable Buſineſs, infinit: 
ly ſhort of our Hopes and expeRarions. 
Nay. and to be diſcouraged from the 
practice of it, becauſe we find it at- 
tended with many Difficulties and in- 
conveniences, Which it is not able to 
remedy or anſwer. Thus are we de. 


terred from Liberality. for fear of the + 


Poverty to which it expoſeth us; from 
Meekneſs, becauſe it encourageth all 
People to trample us undet feet, from 
Holineſs, becauſe it is ſeorned antl 
hated in the World; from Fortitude 
and Courage, becauſe ofthe Perilsand 

| Hazzards 
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DE- Pxudence,. 
Hazzards, that. attcnd- its from  ſelf- 
Denial , becauſe .of the Ditpleaſures 
we do to our-{clyes in crofting our 
Appetite. Nay,  fometimes men are 
ſ» wicked as to: hate to beobliged, 
for fear of the Inconveniences of Craa 
titude, ard are much Prejadiced a- 
gainſt Fidclity, and Love, and Truth, 


| and Conſtancy. For all theſe Vertues 


can anſwer but. one exigence, for 
which they are prepared (eſpecially 


| in our Daily Converſation with men) 


and a miſtake in one of them doth 
expoſe us to more Inconveniences, 
then its Benefit is worth... 1 
THI S is the Offence: and theTruth 

is no Vertue js of any Value as cut off 
fromthe reſt, We-may as well expect 
all Beauty in a Noſe divided from the 
Face, or aneye pluckt og ofthe head, 
all Perfection in an Ear ,- or atongue; 
cut off, all ſerviceablenefs in a Hand, or 
Foot diſmembred from tne Body ; as 
afull and perfe&. Security from any, 
one Vertue whatſoever. If one were 
ſufticieat,the re{t would be Supertlyous. 
Mans Empire and Dominion would be 
avery narrow Thing, ( at Jeaſt ave- 
Iy Empty and Shallow thing ) if any 
| one 
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of phildences 

one Vertue were 'endugh for his Feli- 
city. Aslhis Exigencies and Concerns 
are Innutierable, fo ate his Cares and 
Endowments , his Ronors and Ple: 
ſures,. his Offices and' Employments, 
his Vertnes- and Graces: © ' His ' Offices 
and his Vettues muſt | be at leaſt fo 
many.- as wHl ferve to regulate all his 
Concerns; - -And if any be fo compre- 
benſive as to cure” many Exigencies 
at the ſame time, his Vertues are the 
Greater in force and Extent; but the 
fewer in Numbet, 'Theit perfect ſuffi- 
ciency” is to be meaſured by the ends 
for which they are prepered :'and their 
Beauty Confiſts, (like that of an Army 
with Banners ) in the Proportion and 
Symmetry of the entireBody, the mu- 
tual Supplies and Succors: they afford 
to one anorhyr, the Unity of ſuch'# 
Great Variety of things'in order to 
the Artainment of the ſame great and 
vitimate -end 4' the full and compleat 
Number of Offices and inferior Ends; 
and the 'Extream Providence where? 
with they are redticible- to one fu- 
pream End, which -is moſt, High and 
Excellent, It is enough for the Eat 
ifit can. hear well, rho it is rote 
able 
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. Of P2udence, 
able to See , or Taſte, than a Stone. 
it is enough forthe eye to fee well, 
tho it is no more ſenſible' of *Noile ; 
then a Rock or a Tree The Of: 
fice of the T ongue is to Taſt well, of 
the Noſtril to ſmell well, &c. and 
there is no Defect in any of theſe, bes» 
cauſe they are every one ſufficient for 
its own immediate end, and aiſo tem- 
pered and united ve. open that the 
relt are Sapplies to make upthe Defett 
of every ſingle Sence and Organ, and 
altogether perfeAly ſubſervient to the 
whole Man, for whoſe fake they were 
prepared, that he might enjoy the be- 
nefit of them all. Theeye ſees for the 
Ear,and the Tongue, and a'l the reſt 
ofthe Members of the Body : the foor 
ſupports and carries the eye, the hand 
defends and feeds the Eye, the Ear 
inſtructs and Counſels the Eye , 
tne Noſtrils {mell for the eye, and 
the Tongue taſts and talks for the Eye, 
which the 'eye cannot' do for it teit, 
becauſe it was madetoriced the zfhiſt- 
ance of the reſt, the eye directs all 
theſe in Liew of their Services, and is 
of far greater Value ; then ifa man had. 
no other Member,but an eyeaione. For. 
the 
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.Of P2zudente. | 


the Eye is the Light of all the mc. 


bers, and Great 1n its Relation to the 
whole man :; It ſees for the Ear , and 
the Hand , - and for all , and is tg 
all theſe after ſome manner Beneficial, 
but without theſe would be tonopur- 
poſe. There is an infinite Excellency 
in every Vertue, but it 1s te be ſought 
in;its Rclation to all the Relit., It i; 
Cood for nothing 1n 1ts Place but for 
that Particular End to which 1t is af- 
hgncd, inattaining that end 1t 1s fub- 
tervient to all other Vertues ; and 
while it ſerves all, 1s aided by all; 
Thc other Virtues remedie the 1ngon- 
yenticnces to which this doth expoſe 
us, and being all joyned together eat+ 
ry us ſafely and ſecurely to our Lal 
end - Pecaule the Influence of every 
one. paſieth thorow all, every fiogle 
Vertue is Plealing to God, and a means 
in its place of our whole Felicity. The 
Beauty of all the Veitues is to be ſought 
in Prudence, for there they meet in an 


ntire Body © their Correſpondence and 


convenience, their Symmetry and pro» 
portion, their Unity and Variety, the! 
ful and perfe&t Harmuny, makes vp.the 
fearures of theSoul, and compleats its 
| | Graces 


t 


E535 => mw} #”h = = fy 


SA, Son. we gd > yy fun © £3 


=P woo 


_ of Pzudence,. _ 
Graces, juſt as theDi verſity of Members 
pcrfects the Body. nah gives 
Light to Love,but Love gives 

and Feeling to,Knowledge.. Love may. 


perhaps, like a Separate Sou), dwell in. 


Heaven, alone; and yet cven thenit 
muſt include all Knowledge,and Righz 
reouſneſs, and Wiſdome, and Holineſs - 
for if Love know not how to guide 1t 


ſelf, it will never attain its End, nor be. 


a perfect Vertue- But here upon Earth 
tis like the, Soul .in the Body, it muſt 
Fat, and Drink, and ſee, and hear{as a 
thoutand Warks to do, and therefore 
ſtandeth in - need of many Vertues, 
Love without Goodneſs is perhaps a 
Thing impoſkible , becauſe it always 
dligns weil. But Love without Wiſ- 
come is a Common Thing :. for ſuch s 
all that miſtakes its End. Love with- 
out Diſcretian is a miſchtevious T hing, 
Love without Prudence an Helplets 
Thing, Love without Courage a fec- 
ble and Cowardly T hing ; Love with. 
outModeſty an impudent ane I rouble 


{ome Thing ; Love without the Fear of 


GOD is Luſt and Wantonneſs ; and 
it the moſt Great and Gloxious of all 


the Vertues ſtands in nced of all its 
Y 42 Compa- 


armth 
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Meat from Nouriſhment tto Poyfon 


tidne.A man of a Kind andcBountiful Dil 


Of Pzudence. 
Companions. Theleſs and inferior myf 
needs be lame and maimed withont the 
reſidue eſpecially without theSuperior, 
' UP ON: (this account 1t 1s, that fy 
much Care and Study goes to the tnak. 
ing up of a Vertuous man. All kind of 
Vertues muſt concur to Compleat his 
Perfettion. The Want of any oneDeno. 
minates a Vice, and makes him Vicicns, 
Nay the Want of any one deſtroys the 
form and Eſſence of the reſt. Vertues 8 
not Vertue but in order to felicity-Ifit 
hath Joſtits force, 1t hath loſt its N- 
ture. As alittle Poyſonturnes the bet 


_ 
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ſo doth oneVice cheriſhed and allowed 
corrupt and viciate ali the Vertnesin 
the whole World. Hence it is thatthe 
Phyloſophers ſay, all the Vertnes arc þ 
linked together in the golden Chaindt 

Prudence, And that a Thing is made 

Good by all its Canſes,Evil bythe leaf 

Defe&t. For as one Tooth wanting in 
a Clock, makes all the other wheels 
and Materials Uſeleſs ; tho the frame 
be never ſo Elaberate and Curions; fo 
doth the abſcence of the ſmalleſt Vet- 
rue make void and fruſtrate all the re- 
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Df P2udenee. 
poſition,thatis looſeandintemperate, may 
rnine his Eſtate, and dye like a Prodigal 
and vain-glorions fool. A ſtout Couragis 
ons perſon that is proud and debauched 
will be little better then aSovl/digrlyRuff:- 
an, and Live if not like a Thief tor 
Want of Honeſty, yet like a Swag- 
gering Heftor for Want of Diſcreetion. 
A Man endued with all Kind'of Learn- 
ning may be Moroſc and Coverous; 
| and by one Vice loſe a'l the Benefit of 
it WJ his Education. | A Religious -Votary 
1 that is Splenetick and Reyengetu), 
i WW brings a Diſgrace upon his whole Pro- 
0 WI feſſfion, But he that js Wiſe, and Learns 
(WW ed, and Holy, and Juſt, and Terpe- 
0 IF rate, and Conragious, and Kind, and 
ie Liberal, and Meck; and Humble, and 
cf Affable, and Cheerful ; and Prudent, 
of and Induſtrious , ſhall be ſerviceallle, 
= and Honourable, and delightful to 0- 
fi thers,profitable to himſelf,/and alwayes 

8 Triumphant : Eſpecially ifhe be ſo dif- 

I creet and Prudent, as to make all theſe 

cY Verttes move like the Stars in their 
Courſes, and knows how to apply and 
manage their Excellencies in their dre 
and proper places upon all occaiions : 


tor they are{ſo many different in nature 
Y 3 that 


1Pet.3.10- 


that ſome of their Influences, will hit 
every buſineſs, and all of them together 
paſ$ aGrace and Luſtre upon each other, 
ſo Divine and Heavenly that they will 
make their owner Veneraþle'1n theEyy 
of the World, and-correct the Malig: 
nity of the moſt injurious and Cenſo- 
rious. Which moved our Saviour to 
exhort us: to be Wiſe 4s Serpents, In- 
zocent as Doves, to yoyn many Vertue, 
togcther : And occaſioned that of the 
Apoltle, He that will love Life aniſee 
good Days, let him trefrain*is Tongu 
from Evil.and his Lips that they ſpeakns 
 Gmile« let him eſthew Evil, and do Good, 
let him ſeek, Peace and enſue it, for thi 
Fyes of the Lord are over the Righteous: 
And who is be that will harm you, if jt 
be followers of that whichis Good? Ihe 
only ſure Way to]ive happily hereup- 
on Earth, is to joyn all kind of. Ver- 
tues together, and tolet them work in 
ſeaſon according to their ſeveral Na 
tures, - 


WHAT theeflicacy of Prudence 
is may be ſeen in friendthip, in the Re- 
giment of States and Kingdoms, inthe 
Rule and government of Private Fame- 
lies. Hechat is fitted for all theſe15an 
Exccllent Perſon, © + ob 
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'1T is the office of Prudence in-all 
Eſtates, to find out the Temper of rhoſe 
with whom weare todeal; and fo to 
ſuit the Exerciſcs of all Vertues with 
their ſeveral Humours , as may make 
their Operation conſiſtent with qur 
own Repoſe; and their Benefit, withou 
infringing our Duty. _ 
"IN Friendſhip it often falleth out 
* WM by reaſon of the ſpiritual Sickreſs of 
e thoſe to whom werelate, chat we muft 
* WM cither make ſhipwrack of Fidelity and 
© MW a good Conſcience, orrun the Hazzard 
of laling our F riend by aſplcahine, 
, that we may be Profitable tO hr. 
MH There is no Duty ſoneccflary, as that 
iſ of free and fairhful Reproot - no LZuty 
e ſo nice as this, A Good' man Knows: 
it is incumbent vpon him,and yet is VE» 
"KB ry Averſe fromthe Diſcharge of it. It 
*W is as Troubleſome to hitnſelf asro the 
" - Pcrfon that needs it. Tis difficult ro 
; be done well, and fo unpleafant' ro 
both. _ Here Priidence  cames in, artd 
oF deviſethexpedients for alllnconvenien- 
" cc, and with a ſtrange facility ſcatters 
0 2!! Doubts and Fears. Three'Things it 
'" diſcovers to be neceſlary inthe founda- 
's tion of the Buſineſs, Fhrec in the Su- 
. p Y 4 | PEk® 


that 1s put upon their kindneſs and F13 
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perſtrufture, and I hree in the Concly. 


lion. He that reproves well, muſt ſhew 
a great reſpe& and Tenderneſs tothe 
Perſon, a neceſſity of the Diſcharge of 
that Duty, his Averſneſs to it, and how 
Nothing but. his Perfect Love could 
make him undertake it. The founds: 
tion of the Succeſs is laid by theſe pro. 
viſions: In the Superſtructure, he muſt 
confider whether it be beſt to be dons 
merrily or ſeverely ; by a.Brief Hint or 
a {ſtrong Enlargement,according tothe 
Temper and Degrce of the Perſon, He 
muſt chnſe out the Beſt Opportunities, 
and confwlt the Honour of him herc- 
proveth, . And if he be diſpleaſed and 
grow anpry at. the Liberty, he muſt in 


the Cloſe of all bear it paticnt]y, ſur- 
mount it withCourtelie,and: purſue him 


with Kindneſs. He that rules his own 
Paſlion is Maſter of another mans - He 


. muſt needs win him and Melt hin: For 
, no man thus dealt with, is ſo very a 
; Beaſt ,as to be angry long, Or the mil- 


chicf is, when he that reproveth miſcar- 


_ rieth in ſome of theſe Rules, eſpecially 


thelaſt- for thete are few fo prudent as 
nat to be exaſperated with the Afﬀfront 


deli» 
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dejity, when they are injured for. their 
Good Will: few ſo diſcreet as tocon. 
fider Which way their patience and 
Meakneſs are to be made the lnſtry- 
ments of Amity and Happineſs. ' 


Kingdomes Prudence hath avaſt and 


| Good King when he deſigns the extir- 
ration of Vice, and the Eſtabliſhment 
of Righteonſneſs and pure Religion, 
meets with many. Ku bs and Obſta. 
cles in his Way , all which are ſweetly 
and eafily by Prudence removed, His 


Great encouragement is the Beauty of. 


Religion, anc. the Afiſtance of G OD. 
For he Knows very well that Equity 

and Piety are ſuch; Glorious Things, 
that tho fevepratticethem as they ought 
to do, yet all * admire . them, . 


GODLIN ESS$ and Honeſty, need 


nothing but to- be maintained and. af- 


ſeated by the Prince, when they ate 


once countenanced by autharity all the 


Enemies of Religion are confounded, 


and dare not lift yp their face againlt 
it. Wiſe an Holy men 'may eaſily 


be exalted, and are more capable ot 


* Exaltation then others. As they axe 
| | P more 


IN theManagement ofEmpires, and 


Mighty Province to reign in,. A 
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more faithfyl when they arc in power, 
they W11l be moreCratefal to thePrince, 
«nd more Obliging to the people ; and 
in all * Reſpe&s more able to ſerve 
them both, TheGCood will ſecure the 
hrone and exalt.the Kingdome. Pruz 
ence in ſuch awark Knows where to 
begin and where to eng, by what ſteps 
and Degrees to proceed, what Inſtru- 
mentstouſe, haw to Oblige, and how 
to Awe; Whom to Oblige, and Awe; 
where to remit the Rigor of the'Lay 
and where to be ſevcre. The Truth 
is Pradence conſfilts mojt in attempt. 
Ing. the Buſineſs ,, . for it will go on, 
and is ever waited with ſucceſs when 
undertaketi, 'A_Kivg that is fo Wiſe 
as to'defign and;erideavor, the Refur- 
mation of ps Natidn, muſt needs be 
Prudeftit. ' GOD has aſſured him, The 
Throne is eſtabliſhed by Righteouſneſs. 
T#hen it Goeth well with tbe Righteous 
the, City rejoyceth,; and when the wicked 
perie thete is ſhouting. By the bleſſing 
of the upright the City is exalted, but it 
of overthrown by the Mouth of the IWitk- 
8 . s | eg > £ , Rn ; ; 
IN Families the force of Prudence 
is prodigious,' Some: men by the al- 
ſiltance 
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ſiſtance of this Vertne Jive more hap»: 


 pily upon a.mean ſtate, then others up=z 


on Thouſands, they have more reſpect 
among their Servants, more honour as 


 mong their Neighbors, more plenty at 


home, more Authority abroad, more 
peace & comfart every where,thenMen 
forty times above themſelves in-State 8 
Crandure. Its firſt care isto be Wary in 
theChoiſe of Servants;For they that are 
z0od att well by Nature,and have little 
need of Force and compullion. Its 
next Baſineſs is to oblige them, which 
is done by a religious example which 
inſtilles a Reverence, a ſtrict prohibi+ 
mtion of all Pebauchery,, a fivect and 


- affable Behaviour.,.a plentiful Proviſion : 


for their comfortable Subliſtence, -a + 
prudent connivance at ſmaller faults, 
a Diltribution of Rewards as well as 
puniſhments, for the Encouragement 
of their Vertues, a meek.aud Gentle rc- 
proof of their Faults,. a kind, acknow- 
ledgment of their Good deſerts; which 
1s acheap , and eabe kind of,payment, 
yet more, -Qbliging then any Dry 


_ gift of Gold or . Silver. A. prudent 


man will ſo demean himſelf 1n his. Fa- 
mily, as to make himſelf cordially 
. beloved 


Of Paudence, 
beloved of alt: ſo ordered his affairs, 
that the Services of thoſe about him 
ſhail be like Preferments. By which 
Means it will firſt come to pals , that 
he ſhall have his choiſe of ſervants, 
becauſe it will b- elteemed a Blcling 
to be with him : 'and1n the next place 
their ſervice will be mitjgled with re 
ſpect and Love. They wHl beifaithful 
as — for his fake, as their own, - In 
the Midft of all this, his” Prudence 
will guidehim to take a ftrict account, 
and to make all his Servants ſee, it is 
impoſiible'rto' theat him. - Thus in all 
Afﬀaires Prudence happily-demeans it 
ſelf, and 6f this Gifteſpecially is that 


Prov.17. 8. a "Solomon : be underſtood, A gift i; 


ecrons flone 77 the haved of him that 
han it omg are of i mureeth, it prof- 
porerb., 

FOR thi Foundation of all kind of 
Prudence you mtift remerhber, that he 
that winneth Souls is Wife. Mens Hearts 
are the ſtars by whoſe Influences the afz 
fairs of ithe 'World - are regulated : 
they ate 'as-oir Savour calleth them 
Good or Evil Treaſures; out of which 
proceeds Murders, Adutteries, Thetts, 


Slanders, Fc: Or Praiſes , , Honours, 
re- 
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Preferments, Riches,Pleaſures, all kind 
of Gifts, and Benefits : And the pru- 
dent mans main Bulineſs isto-make him« 
ſelf intirely beloved by all the World. 
which can never be without greatFide. 
liry, Courage, Goodneſs,Prudence and 
Dexterity, . Flattery and Baſe compli- 
ances makes a men Odious. 
THE Laſt End of Prudence is 
Eternal Happineſs and Glory, to 
which it moveth by crooked Mean- 
ders and wingings out as occalion re. 
quireth, . It isaſtrange Vertae, for jts 
Converſant amongſt Terrene and infe- 
rior Objects, and yet a far more Diſh. 
cult Vertue then Wiſdom it ſelf. 
Wiſdome is a more High and Heaven. 
ly Vertue, bur its Rules are always 
xed, and its obieCts Stable, where as 
Prudence hath no ſet and Stated Rufes, 
but in all occaſions, is to meuld and 
ſhape it ſelfe, it knows not which way, 
till it comes to Aion. Its Paths are 
inthe Dy and mighty Waters,among 
Storms and tempelts, | 


.; CHAP. 


CHAP. XXI. 


Encouragements to Courage. Its Nature 
Cauſe,and End. Its Greatneſs andRe, 
nown. . Its Ornaments and Companiz 
ons. Its Obje&s , Circumſtances, FF. 
feds and Diſadvantages ; how Diff: 
culties increaſe its Vertne, Its Ver. 
and Trinmphs, How ſubſervient it i; 
to bleſſedneſs and Glory. | 


OVE and Prndence-are the 71. 
rents of Courage. A Feeble Hen, 

a [imerous Mother, will Sacrifice 
their Lives for their young ones, And 
he that forgetreth all his own Intereſts, 
divclts himſelf (together with them ) of 
his Fears, and defpiting Death firſt, c:« 
lily flightethall other Things. Evena 
Coward by Nature,-is made more Bold 
and confident by Skill at his wedpon. 
And he thart.is always aſſured of the 
Victory, can never be afraid of the En- 
counter, or the Enemy. He that 1s Dex- 
terfous at the uſe of all Vertues, and 
knows how to apply them ſo, as cver to 
come off more honourably, will laugh 
at 


Df-Courag?:. 
at the Trial . of ,his own Innocence 
and make a Game-of Difficulties. and 
Ternons- 3 4:5 

VALOUR. isa- right and ſtrong 
| Reſolution of the Soul whereby ir dare 
encounter with any - Ditticulty and 
Trouble, for Vertues ſake. It is the 
Armour of the Soul apo all Impreſh- 
ons of F'ear , its Effet is an Equal: and 
uniform ftayednets:of Mind , againſt 
all Dangerous and Terrible Accidents. 
It containeth Magnanimitie, Patience, 
Conſtancy , Invincible. Reſolution ; 
Boldnefs and Induſtry in its Natnre. 
Its cauſe is the Love of Vertue 5 and 
the ſence of Honour, Indignation a- 
gainſt any thing that-is Baſe and-vile, 
a High Ambition and deſire of Glo- 
ry, Its End is the preſervation of a 
Mans perſon and Honeſty, the. Con- 
queſt of all Oppoſitien in the Way to 
Bliſs, the Deſtruction or Subjection 
of Enemies, Triumph and Conqueſt,the 
Eltabuſhment of - Peace , the; Attain- 
merſt of Liberty and Glory. Its Atten- 
Gants are Prudence, Juſtice and : Fem- 
perance, the principal Ornament and 
Grace of vaJour is Worth andGoodnels. 
its Aids and Encouragements are infi- 
nite . 
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nite, It proweth Great and High, by 
making uſe ofal}the Cauſes of Hope 
and Confidence, Conflicts and Dan- 

rsare the Elementin which it lives, 
t owns its whole being to them; for 
without. Cauſes of Fear, there could 
be no courage inall/Nature.The Knoy- 
ledge of GOD is the 'rpot of Divine 
Valour, and Fidelity to his Laws its 
Commendation, The Aſſurance of his 
Love, and a'] thoſe Things that ſerve 
to beget and confirm it, are ſubſer- 
vient tot. | It draws in ftrength and 
Encouragements form all Obligations 
and Rewards, from all Great and Ho- 
ly examples, from the Knowledge of 
its own Sublimity, from the Greatneſs 
of Felicity, from theOmnipotence, and 


Omnipreſence, and Providence of the 


Deity, from his Truth and Good- 


neſs, and fromall thoſe Things where- 


in he has manifeſted his Love above the 
Heavens. 2 : 

OF all the Vertues in greateſt Eſti- 
mation, this is 'moſt-renowned. For 
its Prerogative is fo great, that 1t 1s 
fimply called VER TUE, Vertue 
being the Word to expreſs and gn: 
| e 


, 
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Df Courage, | | 
y Mfc Valour among the Latines; be- 
xe cauſe the Force. and Efficacy that 15s 
in it, 1s moſt viſible and Apparent, and 
s, by thatall other Vertnes are ſecured, 
x M vindicated, Exerciſed, and made Ute» 
d WW ful. It is ſtiled Aanhood among the 
i Engliſh , with a peculiar Emphalis : 
Asif the Eſſence of a man was fourd:d 
in Courage, becauſe his Vigor is cmaſa 
culated, and his Dignity loft, that 1s E- 
fieminate and Timerous ; tor he is 
ſcarce a Man that is a Coward. 
WHAT aGlorious and incompara: 
ble Vertue - this is, appeareth from 
the Bafeneſs and Ineptitnde of its 
Contrary. A Coward and an Honeſt 
Man can never be the ſame 3 a Coward 
and a conſtant Lover can never be the 
ſame;' a Coward and a Brave Man can 
never be 'the lame - Cowardice, and 
Wiſdome are as incompatible forever, 
a3 Love and Wiſdom were thought ro$ 
 beof Old. | A Coward is always de- 
ſpicable and Wretched; becauſe he 
dares not expoſe himſelf to anly Haz- 
zards, nor adventure upon any Great 
Attempt for fear of ſome little Pam 
and Damage, thatis between him and 


an | Excellent Atchleyment. He is 
Z baffled 
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affied from the. Acquiſitton-of : h< mak 
Great and Beautitul Things, and non 
Pluſt with every Impediment.He is con. 
quered before he beginsrofight .The ye 
ry fight of Danger makes him aSlave;He 
is undone, when he ſees his Enemy a fr 
off,and wounded,beforethePoint of the 
Sword can touch his ſhadow, He is all 
wayes a Terror and Burden to himſ:f. 
a Dangerous Knave, and an uſelck 

Creature. _ | | 
STRANGE is the Vigour in of 
Brave Mans Soul. The Strength of 
his Spirit and his irreſiſtible Power,the 
Greatneſs of his Heart ,. and the 
Height of his Condition, - his migh- 
ty Conftedence and Contempt of Dan- 
gers, his true Security and Repoſein 
himſelf, his Liberty to. dare- and do 
what he pleaſeth, his Alacrity in the 
mid(t of Fears, his invincible Temper, 
arc advantages which make him Maſter 
of Fortune. His Courage fits him for 
all Attempts, renders him ſerviceableto 
GOD and MAN, and makes him the 
Bulwark and Defence of his King and 

Country. | 
. LE T thoſe Debavuched and unrea” 


ſonable men, that deny the Exiſtence ot 
Ver- 
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Vertue. contem plate the Reality of its 
Excellency here, and be confounded 
with ſhame at their Prodigious Blind- 
neſs. Their Imprety deſigns the Abvliſh- 
ment of Religion, and the utter Extiz- 
pation of all Faith and Piety, while 
they pretend the Diſtinchon between 
Vertueand Vice to be mcerly feigned, 
tor the Awing of the World; atd that 
their Names have no foundation in Na - 
ture but the Craft of Politicians and rhe 
radition of their Nurſes, Are there 
no Baſe fellows, nor-Brave Men in thc 
World? Is there no ditictence between a 
Lion and aHarc?a faint heartedCormward, 
and a Glorious Hcroe!. Its there Nothing 
"WW Brave nor vile in the world? What 
" FF is become of theſe Rod»moniadoes wits/ 
0 WF Where is-the boatted Glory of thcir 
© MW Pcrional Valour + it there be no J2e- 
' © ficrence, but Courage and Cowardize 
"WJ be the fame thing ! ee 
' HOW empty theſe Self, but thal- 
I low-conceited Ranters are, is evident 
" by their ſhort and, narrow meaſures. 
They place all Gallantry and Worth jn | 
Valour: all tne Vertue of a. man they 
Ef think ſeated in this: They forget rh: 
Policy, and Learning, and Prudence, 
and Gratitude, and Fidelity, and Te n- 
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perance, and Induſtry, and Compaſſin Ml * 
and Bounty, and Afﬀability, and Cour. Wl? 
teſie, and Modeſty, and fuſtice, and 
Honeſty are Vertnes, and thar in every 
_-one of theſe there is ſomething fitting 
Man for the Benefit of the World.Na 
they have loſt the Notion of Vertue, 
and know not what it is. Thoſe thing 
by which a man is made ſerviceabict 
himſelf and the World, they think na 
to te Vertues, but imaginet Chimeraes 
which they cannot ſee,8 thendeny ther il © 
have any Exiſtence. A Man1s capable 
of far more Glorious Qualities then 
one of them + And his Courageit {ef 
may be raiſed to far higher Ends and 
purpoſes thenBuffoons and Thraſonial 
Heroes can dream of. 

I T is to be noted here, that any one 
of thoſe Things that are called Vertue, 
being alone, is not a Vertue. Itis6 
far from aiding and ſetting us forward 
in the Way to Happineſs, that ofter- 
times it proveth a Great and intollerz- 
ble Miſchief, and is never fafe,but when 
It is correfted and guided by the reſt0 
its Companions. To ſtir no furthe 
| then Courage alone: What is Cov 
rage in 2 Thief, or a Tyrant,or a Tray 
tor 
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tor, but like Zeal and Learning 1n a 
pernicious Heretick. 
Y O U may note further, that Goode 
neſs 15 a principal Ingredient in the ex- 
cellency of this Vertue, tho it be q1- 
ſtint in its Nature from the Being of 
Courage. A brave man will expoſe his 
Life in an Honeſt cauſe, for the Be- 
nefit and preſervation of others, tho 
not for the Dammage or Deſtruction -of 
any, He will flight his own ſafety, 
and deſpiſe his Repoſe to make himſelf 
a Saviour , -and a Benefactor. Atrue 
Courage holdeth Vertuous Actions at 


y (ucha Price, that Death, Impriſonment, 
MI famine, Diſhonour, Poverty, Shame, 
a I{2dignation,all Allurements and Temp- 


tations are nothing, compared to the 
nM Performance: of Heroick Deeds. He 
ie W <xc<cdeth all conſtraint, and walketh in 
© - —— Liberty of the Sons of 
= THE laſt note which Iſhall offer 
2 {0 your Obſervation on this Occali- 
a 9, is this, ( for the Hluſtration of the 
Fl Reaſon and 'excellency , of GO DS 
ef Diſpenſations : ) The Great End. for 
0 vhich GOD was pleaſed not toſeat 
" BE Immediately in the Throne, but to 
x Place us firit in an eſtate of Tr1al, 
was 
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was the Multiplication. of our Vers 


tnes. ' For had we been ſeated in the 
Glory of Heaven at he firſt, there 
had no ſuch Vertues as Patience, and 
Caurage, and Fidelity been ſeen, no 
Faith, or Hope, or Mcekneſs, no Tem+ 
parance, or Prudence, or felt Denial, 
in the World. Which Vertues are 
the very clothes and Habits of the 
Soul in Glory . The Graces and Beau- 
ties of the Soul are founded in the ex- 
erciſe of them, Actions paſs not away, 


| butare fixed, by the permanent Con- 


tinuance of all Eternity, and tho 
done never ſo long ago, {hall appear 
before the Eye of the Soul for ever in 
their piaces, be the Glory of their Au- 
thor , the:Lineaments and'Colours of 
his Beauty, ſeen by.G OD and his holy 
Angels, and{2chghtful to all that love 
and delight in worthy things, Our 
Lite upon Earth, being ſo diverſifted 


| like: a Sphere of Beauty, fo varioully 
_ adorned with all forts of Excellent Aati- 


ons, ſhall wholly and at once be ſeen 


 asSan intire Object, rarely and curt- 


ouſly wrought; a Lively Mirror of the 
Nature of the Soul, and all the Eic- 
ments of which it is compounded, all 
the Parts that confpire in its' Symet?y, 
* all 
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all the Qualities) Operattons, and PerfcRions 
thar contribure ro les Glorygſball afford won- 
derand pleaſure ro all Sp;Qurors. Wile 
every Sou} (hall be concerned more in its Acit- 
ons then in-its Eſſence ; ingeed its Efence, 
(however conſiderable) is of little or noValue 
in Compariſon of irs Operations. Every 
Vertue being the Natural Off-ſpring and prc- 
duction of rhe Soul, in which its>Vigor prin- 
cipally appeareth, an effeQ diſcovering the 
Nzture of the cauſe, and the {ole occaſien of 
its ſhaweor Glory. For if the Efſence of the 
Soul be all Power and its power cxcrred in 
irs operation, the Soul muſt reeds enter inro 
its Ations, and conſcauently be afiefed 
with all that befalls its Operation. All As 
are Immortal in their places, being -abalz- 
ed as it were by Eternity till che Soul revive 

and be united ro them. Then (tall tr appear 
Inits own Ape, and in eternity too, lo its 
lt life enjoying, the Bencfic of its f-j7. 

And in thar bt is that voice from 

Heaven to be un derltood , * which com- 

manded the Divine to writeBleſjed are they 

that die tn the Lord , from henceforth y yea gev.14-19 

ſaith the Spirit, that they may r:ff from their 

Lab;ursy and therr Works do follow them. For 

the Glory of the place is nothing to us,it we 

are not endued with thoſe Glorious Haous, 
which will make our Souls all Glor:ous with- 
£4 en 
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/z, We muſt be Glorious and Iljuſtrio"s 
cur ſelvrs, and appear in AMons that wil 
Bcaut fie the Throne to which we are exalted, 

THAT theſe Actions may be Great and 
Amiible, manifold and Excellent. &s the de. 
fire of every ſoul, the natural With and 
Expectation both of Reaſon it felf and of {elf 
Leve. : 

HOW Glorious the Counſel ard Dcfien 
of GOD is for the Archicving of this 
Great End, for the making of all Verines 
more compleat and Excellent, and for the 
Heighrening of their Beauty and PericQion 
we will cxemplifie here in the PerfeRtion of 
Courage. For the Hieght, and depth, and 
Splerdor of every Vertue is of great Con- 
ccroment to the Perfection of the Soul, 
ſince the Glory of its Life is ſeared in the * 
Accomplifhment of its eJence, in the Fruit 
Ir yeildceh in its Operations, Take it in 
Verſe made Jong ago- upon this occis 
ſion. 7 

Fey Man to At as if bis Soul did ſee 
The very Brightneſs of Eternity 3 
- For Man to 46 as if bis Love did burn 
Aborenbe Spheres, even while its in its Utes 
Fer Man to Att even in the Wilderneſs, 

As if be did thoſe Sovereign Joys poſſeſs, 

Which do at once confirm, ſtir up, enflame, 

And perfett Angels having not the ſame! 

Ir d:th increaſe the Value of bis Deed, - 
Jn 1411 a Man @ Seraphim exceeas : 
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To A8 on Obligations yet unknown. 


To AG upon Rewards as yet unhhewn, _ 
To keep Commands whoſe Beauty's yet unſeen, 
To cheriſh and retain « Zeal between 
Sleeping and Waking 3 ſhews a conſtant cares 
And that's deeper Love, a Love ſo Rare, 
That no Eye Service may witbit compare» 
The Angels, who are faithful while they view 


His Glory, know not what themſelves would do, ; 


Were they in our Eſtate | 4 Dimmer Light 
Perhaps would make them erre as well as We 
And in the Coldneſs of 2 darker Night, 

Firgtful and Lukewarm Themſelves might be. 

Onur very Ruft ſhall cover us with Gold, | 

Onr Dujt ſhall ſprinkle while their Eyes bebold 

The Glory Springing from a feeble State, 

Where meer Belief doth, if not conquer Fate, 
Surmount, and paſt what it doto Antedate- 

THE BearifickViſion is fo ſweet andStrong 
a Light, that ir is impoſſible for any thi 
thatLoves it (elf,( and ſees the Face ofGOD) 
to turn away. to any. vanity from ſo Di- 
vine and Strong a Bleſſedneſs. To Love 
GODin che clear and perfeALight is a cheap 
and Eafie Thing :. The Love that is (hewed 
in amore weak Eſtate to an abſent ObjeR, is 
more remiſs. perhaps, and Black in appea- 
rance; bur far Deeper, if in. the Lovers 
Weakneſs, and irs Objes abſence 3 ir be. 
Fairhful ro the Death 3 conſtantly Solict- 
tons, and Careful ro pleaſe, Laborious and 
Induſtrious, Wakeful and CircumſpeR, e- 


ven 
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ven and immytable, and freely ſpringing ſrow 
its own Deſire, not out of bare pleafure, 
but humble Obedicnce ro the Laws of jts 
BenefaQtor: All the Coprage which it ſhews 
in ſuch Occaſions 'is more full of Myftery 
and Divinity then is imaginable z far more 
lovihg and: ful} of Vertne, while it ſtruo. 
gles with Impediment, Difadvanrages, ang 
Difkculties, then if without any foch Occa- 
fion of ſhewing its Vertue, it did ſmoothly 
and Peaceably proceed in the Higheſt Rap- 
rure. Addiothat the myſtcrioufneſs of its 
Beavry in all the varieries.of its Operati- 
on, and the Different Sweetnefles that ſtill 
appear in all irs ſeveral Effects upon new oc- 
caſtons. The very Reprefenrarion of Love 
upon the ſtage, in its Confliats and Agonies, 
produces another kind of ſcnce'in the Spe- 
Qator, then that of Embraces. Ir is mort 
Tender and endearing, ronches rhe Soul (of 
1ts Beloved ſpecially) in a more Vigorovs 
and lively manner, it makes all fruitions (at- 
terward) more prectous 3by Fideliry, Cou- 
rage, and Immoveable PerfeRion ir maketh 
the Lover more Honourable, and Effedts far 
more Scrious. Alterations in the Soul, folid 
oys and tender Compaſſions, moving and 
Bleeding Reſentments ; alf which, End in ſa- 
tis'aQions heightened ' with more Perfect 

Complacencics, | 
THUS 
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THUS you ſce Covrage in the Root 
mad« more Glorious by a Perſons Expoſure 
and Abr(ement. In che fruit and Exerciſe it 
-« otherwiſe to be conſidered, Where there 
is no Evil to be endured, orno Strength to be 
reliſted), thexe can be no Courage or Vertue 
ar all. Where the confli is more (harp the 
\itory is more 9leaſanc, and the ſucceſs of 
the fight is far more Honourable, Where a 
Giant is to fight- wich a Gnat, or 4 
Dwarf, the Diſproportion of his Strength 
rakes away the Pleaſure of its Trials and a 

ory of the Combare, There is no Room, 
or occaſion for its Exerciſe. And tho it 
might without any Trial be known by him 
that ſces all rhjngs in their hidden Bfences, 
yet without ies Exerciſe it remaineth unex» 
cried,ls wholly vain,eſpecially when there is 
no occafion for it in Nature, The Plea(ure of 
the SpeRtacle ſpringeth fram its Operation. 

TO ſee a Seraphim ſurmount one of 

our Difhcultics , in the midſt of all his 
Strengths and Advantazes, is no wore then 
to ſee a Giant deſtroy.a Gnat, or ſubdue 2 
Graſs hopper. Bur in Man there is acer- 
tain Degree of ſtrength, that makes him - 
afit Match for the appointed Encounter- /n 
the Eftate of Innocency indeed his Enemies 
and Difficulties were v:ry few, juſt as 
mny as were necdful for the trial of his 

Obedience, Gratitude, Fidelity. All 


rhe 


Nf- Conrage, 
the Hardſhip he was to nndergo, was t9 
crols. his Appetite in an Apple, and 
and tho, he did not as yet ſee which way 
It was reſerved for him,to be ſoCouragts 
ous as to hope well,ſo Grateful to GOD, 
as t9 dare to corfide in him. rather let 
go the Knowledge he might gain by eat- 
ng it, than break his Commandement, 
A} other Duties were his Pleaſure and 
Felicity : here lay his Trial, and his O- 
bedience ſhould have been crowned 
with infinite Reward. All which would 
in (omeMeaſure have riſen out of theDy. 
ty diſcharged by him. For by this Reltg- 
nation and Self-Denial he had manifeit- 


ed ms Obedience, and acquitted himlclf, 
and 'ſhewed his Love, and his Prelation 
of his Makers Pleaſure above all other 
Concernes, wherein he had been approvz 
ed; and Wiſe, and names wag well pleas 


ſg to GOD, he would have put the 
Crown upon all Gods Works in accom- 
Plithing the End for which he was made, 
and been very Delightful to all the An- 
gels : He had been crowned with Glory 
and Honour inall their Complacency, 
If that were too little, becauſe he had 
then no enemy but his Appetite, the 
Dimnefs of his Sight maketh up the My- 


ſtery. Ifhis Clarity was too Great, and 
there 
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there was no Proportion between his 
Strength and the Temptarion; that pro- 
ceeded of the Tenderneſs of GODS 
Love, which feared to adventure him 
too far, and had rather ſomething of Ho- 
nour ſhonld be endangered,then his Soul 
loſt, or thruſt upon the Hazzard of too 
greata Temptation. When the Angels 
fell, the Devil was let looſe upon man, 
for the increaſe of his Honour and Do- 
minion : Yet like aDog in his Chain {o 
far, and no. further. He had but one 
Way, and that was to perſwade our firlt 
Parents to do what was forbidden : Per- 
ſwade he might, and try his Skill to de- 
ceive, but could not compel], nor other - 
wiſe aftii&t, or hurt him in the leaſt. He 
had notPower fo much as to diminiſh rhe 
leaſt Hair of his Head : yer ſo Gracious 
was Almighty G OD, that upon this 
Trial of his Prudence and Courage, the 
Exerciſe of theſe Vertues had been infi- 
nitely pleaſing to his Eternal Love,tc- | 
cauſe he infinitely delighted in the Wel. 
fare and Prefervation of what was ſo 
precious to himſelf, as a Soul is, thatis 
infinitely Belovede In-that Complacen- 
cy Adam had found little leſs then infi- 
nite Glory. It did not becomethe ten” 
derneſs of GODS Love to expoſe him 
to anv Seyercr TIr1:al, FOR 
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For there gre certain Periods and fit Bounds, 
Which be that paſſeto, all his IVork, confouds, 


But when Adam feil, and brought more. 
Hazzards and Difhcultics on himſelf 
G OD mightjuſtly leave him tothem, 
for his greater Trial ' and more per- 
fea Glory, Now we are more blinq 
and Weak by Naturc, yet infinitely Be. 
loved and morePrecious : For the price 
of the Blood of the Eternal Son of 
GOD is laid upon the Soul as an Ad- 
dition to its interior Value. We are c- 
ven in _ our. corruption to Grap. 
ple with Stn, and Hel}, andDeath, and 
Sickneſs, and Poverty, and' Fear , and 
all the Devils, and-Affiictions in the 
World; nay which is worſe then all, 
with our own Errors, Luſts and Paſit- 
Ons, more neer and Bitter Enemies : A 
poor Clod of Earth is to overcome all 
the World, to fight (fas the Apoltle 
ſpeaks) with Principallities and Powers, 
withthe Rulers of the Darkneſs in this 
World, with ſpiritnal Wickedneſſes 71 
highplaces. And to return laden with 
Victories and Trophies into the King- 
dome of Heaven. Nor is the Combat 
ſo unequal, but that there is a mighty 
Nope and Aſſurance oftriumphing, tho 
Lucifer and all his Angels are tO be 


tramp'ed 
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trampled under - feet. -For under the 
Diſguiſe of. this apparent Clod , 'zhere 
lies concealed a. mighty Great and C@- 
[cſtial Perſonage:, @ Divine” and Glort- 
ous Creature, Miraculous and. Mafferi- 
ous, even the Image of the Deity.,that can 
derive Strengths and Succaurs fiom a] e- 
ternity,and being aided by the Conduct 
of ſo great a Captain as our Latd Jejxs 
Chriſt who has taught us by his example 
notto fear, becauſe be has everromd the 
World, 'we may ſafely fing ;-.0 Deetb 
where is thy ſting?. O Grave where bs thy 
YiJory ! And challengeall the powers of 
_ Heaven, Earth, and He}] to the combat, 
Which for one ſingleperſon to do againlt 
all the Creation, is the molt Glarigug 
Speftacle which. tbe [univerſe | {affards, 
Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love: of 
Chriſt ? p 2 pr vo or Diftrej1, ot 
P erſecutton,, or Famine, or Nekedneſs, 
or Peril, or Sword? as $4s| write, for 
thy ſake we are | Killed all the . day 
long, we ate accounted-'as Sheep ,-to #6 
Slaughter, Nay in all-#hbeje things moe 
are more then Conquerers, through. tam | 
that loved wr. For I am perſwaded,'t het 

neither Dtath, nor Life, nor Angels, u60 
Principalities , wor Powers, nor, things, 
preſent, nor things to come , nor Height 
9r- 


Df Courage, 
ror Depth, nor any other Creature fhul] 
be able toſeparate ns, mu the Love of 
GOD: which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 
A REMARK, 

To be Couragious is the Eaſieſt thing 
in the World, when we conſider the cer. 


tain ſucceſs, which Courage founded on 


Goodneſs muſt needs attain. For hethat 
makes his Fortitude ſubſervient onely to 
the excels of his Love, has all the Powers 
of Heaven and earth on his ſide, and the 
Powers of Hell that are already ſubdued 
are the only foes that are to be vanquiſh- 
ed by him. To dare to be Good, is the Of- 
fice of true and Religious valour. And he 
that makes it his Buſineſs to oblige all the 
world,he whoſe deſign it is tobe delight- 
ful to 41l mankind ,} has nothing to over- 
come, but their error & bitterneſs, which 
by meekneſs,andKindneſs,and Prudence, 
and liberality will eaſily be accompliſhed 
For they all love themſelves, and cannot 
chuſe but deſire thoſe that are kind and 
Serviceable'to them}; and muſt ſofar forth 
as they love themſelves, honor 8 __ 
in theirBenefaRors, So that Courage thu 
guided by Prudence to the works of Cha- 
Tity and goodneſs muſt ſurely be ſafe and 
proſperous onearth, its Admirableneſs and 
its Beauty being a powerfulCharm, an In- 
vigcible Armour, CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIL 
of Temperance in Matters of Art, as 
Muſick, Dancing, Painting, Cookery; 
Phyſick,, &&c. In the works of Nature's 
Eating ,. Drinking , Sports and Recrea- 
tions : In occaſions of Paſſion , in our 
Lives and Converſations. Its exerciſe in 
Self-denial, Meaſure, Mixture and 
Proportion. Its effeFs and atchieu- 
ments. 


Dre DENCE giveth Counſel what 


Meaſure and Proportion ought to 
be held in our Actions, Fortitude 1uſpires 
Boldneſs and Strength to undertake ; 
and ſet vpon the Work ; but it 1s Tem- 
perance doth execute what both of thean 
delign, For Temperance is that Vertue, 
whereby the aftions of Prudence and 
Power are moderated, when they come 
tobe exerted. | | | 

IT is the Opioton of ſome, that as Pa- 
tience reſpects Aﬀfictions,ſo Temperance 
Is wholy taken up in moderating our 
Pleaſures, and hath no employmeat but 
In the midſt of Proſperities. _ Bur fince 
there are certain bounds which Fear and 
Sorrow ought not to exceed, Tempe- 
fance hath its work in the midſt of Cala- 

A a mities; 
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mities, and being needful to moderate 
all our Paſſions, hath a wider ſphere to 
m3ve in, than Proſperity alone; its Pro. 
vince is more large and ;chenſive, 
iacluding all eſtates and conditions of 
Life whatſoever. 

OTHERS there are that admit of its 
uſe in all Conditions, but couofine it to 
one particular employm-nt, even that 
of enlarging or bounding the Meaſure 
of every Operation ; but 1n real truth 
It has avother Office, and that more deep 
perhaps, and more important than the 
former. For Actions are of ewo kinds, 
either Mixt, or Simple. Where the work 
is fingle and but one, it is expreſt in no- 
thing elſe but the Meaſure of the ACtion, 
that it be neither too ſhort, oor too 
long ; too remils, nor too violent; too 
{low, oor too quick ;, too great, nor too 
Iittle : But where many things are mixt 
and meet together 13 the Action (as they 
generally do, In all the affairs of our 
* Lives; ) there its buſiceſs is to conſider 
what, and how maby things are to enter 
the Compoſition , and to make thehr Pro- 
portion juſt and convenient. As in pre 
parivg Medicines, the ſkill whereby we 
know what is to be put in, and whatleft 

| out 
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out is of one kind, and that of diſcerning 
how much of every #npredient will ſerve 
the turo, of another. The ikil] of Ming- 
ling is ike the vertue of Prudence, but 
the aGual tempering of a!! t>g« ther, ex+- 
hibits the vertue of Temperance to the 
Life, becauſe it reduces the Skill to its 
operation, Its End is the beauty and 
ſuccels of our Endeavours. LE 

OF what uſe and value Temperance 
's in our Lives and Converſations, we 
mzy gueſs by its neceſlity , force aud ef 
hcacy on all Occzftons. | 

THE fic mixture and proportion of 
the four Elements in all Bodies, is that 
upon which their Nature, Form and Per- 
tetioo dependeth. Too much of the 
Fire, too much of the Water, too much 
of the Air, too much of the Earth, are 
pernicious and deſtructive, There is an 
infioite wiſdom expreſt in the Mixture 


- and Proportion in every Creature, 


BEAUTY and Health, Agility, Re- 
poſe,and Strength, depend upon the due 
Temperament of Humane Bodies. The 
four Humors of Choler , Melancholy , 
Flegm, and Blood are geoerally kaown : 
Burt there are many other Juyces talkt 
of belides, by the diſcreet and accurate 

Aa 3 mixture 


Df Tempcrance 


mixture of which the Body of a Man, 
or Beaſt, is perfected, Some great in- 
convenience alwales follows the exceſs 
or defe& of theſe. Diſorder and Diſ- 
proportion go hand in hand, and are 
attended by Sickneſs, and Death it 
ſelf. 

IN matters of Art, the force of Tem: 
perance is undeniable. It relateth not 
-oply to our Meats and Drinks, but to all 
our Behaviours, Paſſions, and Deſires. 


All Muſick, Sawces, Feaſts, Delights and Pleaſurer, 
Games, Dancing, Arts conſiſt in govern'd Meaſurer, 
Auch more do Words, and Paſſzons of the Mind 
In Temperance their ſacred Beauty find. 


A Muſician might raſh his finger over 
all his ſtriogs in a moment, but Melody 
Is an eficQ of Judgment and Order: It 
ſpriogs from a variety of. Notes to which 
Skill giveth Time and Place in their U-_ 
nion. A Painter may daub his Table al 
over in an inſtant, but a PiQure is made 
by a regulated Hand, and by variety of 
Colours. A Cook may put a Tun of 
_ Sugar, or Pepper, or Salt in his Diſhes : 
but Delicates are made by Mixture and 
Proportion. There is a Temperance allo 
TE in 


inmatters of Art. 


in the Geſture of the Body,thez Air of the 
Fact, the carriage of the Eye, the Smile! 
the Motion oftheFeer and Hands,and by 
the Harmony of theſe 1s the beſt Beauty in 


| the World either much commended, or 


diſgraced, A Clown and a Courtier are 
known by their Poſixres, A Dancer might 


run into Extreams, but his Art is feen in 


the meaſure of his Paces, and adorned 

with a variety of ſweet and ſnitable Be. 
haviours. A Phyſician may kill a man 
with the beft Ingredients, but good Me» 
dicines are thoſe wherein every Siwple 
hath its proper Doſe, and every Compo- 
fition a fit admixture of good Ingredi- 
ents, APoem,an Oration,a Play,aSermon, 
may be too tedious, or too dull, or too 
feeble and impertinevt , but all its faults 
2re avoided by a fit Temperance of 
Words and Materials. Temperance e- 
very where yields the PJeafure':' And 
Exceſ; is as deſtructive as Defe@ ,” in any 
Accompliſhment whatſoever ; Vertue bes 
ing ſeated in the Golden Mean; It is by 
an Artificial limiting of Power that eve- 
ry Thing is made as it ought to be, Com- 
pleat and Perfect, All kind of Excel- 
lence in every ſort of Operation ſprings 
from Temperance, A curious Pilture, 
Aa 3 a 
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_ a melodious Song, a delicious Harmony 
by little inviſible motions of the Pen or 
Pencil , or by Ducures ſcarce perceiva- 
ble in the throat, or fingers, fiuiſheth the 
Work, where Art Is the ooly power of 
performing. 

WE know that upon Mens AGions far 
more does depend , than upon Dancing 
and Painting : their Wiſdom and Ve: tue, 
their Honour, Life and Happineſs, And 
therefore more Care ought to be exhi- 
bited in the Actions of which their Con: 
verſation is made up and accompliſhed, 
In their Meats and Driaks, and Recrea- 
tions, it Is apparent, that without Tem- 
perance there can be no Succeſs or Or- 
der, The bz{i Wine in the World makes 
him that is laviſh in the uſe of it a So 
The moſt whoifom and delicious Meat 
upcn Earth by exceſs in eating , may 
crurnto a Sarfeit, If Sports and Recrea- 
tions take upall a mans Time, his Life is 
wrprofitable « their End is loſt , and their 
Nature changed ; for inſtead of recrut- 
ting, they conſume ones Strength; and 
1ſ(tead of fiiting a Man for it, devour his 
Calling, | 


AN 
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AN exa@ hand over all our Paſſions, 
and a ditfigemt Eye to extravagant Act- 
ons, tend much to our Welfare, Repoſe, 
and Honour. Looſe and impertinent 
Laughter, exceſſive Coſt io Apparel," a 
Laſctyious wandering of the Eyes, an 
ungoverned Boldoels which. turns into 
[mpudence, an extremity of Fear which: 
degenerates into Baſenefs, a Motole and 
ſour Diſpoſition , Anxiety and: needleſs 
Care, immodeſt and violent ftrivings af- 
ter Things we too eagerly defire , inor- 
dinate Love , too keen and bitter Re- 


| fentments, a fierce and :raging Anger, 


3 blocki{h Stupidity, a predominant-Hu- 


 mour of Melancholy, coo much Storth 


and too much Activity , roo much Taſk, 
and too much Silence : all theſe are di- 
ligently to be ordered and avoided : for 
upon the right Temperament of theſe 
we are-made Acceptable and Amiable, 
and being fo, are full of Authority, and 
can do within the compaſs of Vercue and 
Reaſon, all thac we defire, among our 
Friends avd Companions, for our own 
good, or the benefit of others. And by 
this means alſo we ſhall be admitted to 
the ſociety and friendſhip of Great meh, 
Where a Nod or a Word is able to pre- 
Aa 4 vail 
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yail more , - than the ſtrength of Oxen 
and Horſes among the dregs of the Peo- 
ple. But for lack of tempering theſe 
Ingredients aright, and as we ought, we 

| become odious and inſupportable, loſe 
all Eſteem and Intereſt, are rejeQed,and 

trawpled under feet, as vicious and de- 
formed. 

_ 1. HERE you may obſerve, that all the 
qualities and diſpoſitions in Nature, are 
ingredients and materials in our Lives 
and Converſations, and for the moſt part 
1: is, their Exceſs or Defe&t that make 
the- miſcarriage , when we erre in the 
Meaſure,” There is a certaio mixture of 
Gravity and Chearfulneſs, Remiſneſs and 
Severity, Eear and Boldneſs, Anger and 
Complacency, Kindneſs and Diſpleaſure, 
Care and Careleſneſs ; Activity and [dle- 
neſs, Joy and Sorrow, Forwardneſs and 
Reſervedneſsz nay of Eovy, Pride, and 
Revengein every Mans life, 4s well as of 
Selfiſhneſs and flowing Courteſte, Plain- 
neſs and Policy; at leaſt the grounds of 
theſe thivgs , which are neither Vertues 

noriVices in themſelves, yet make Con: 
verſation tranſcendently Vertuous, when 
they ere wiſely tempered and united to- 

_ g<ther, 2 __ 
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I do not look upon Ambitfon and A- 
yarice, nay nor upon Envy and Revenge, 
as things that are evil in their root and 
fountain. If they be, Temperance hag 
aſtrange vertue in its Nature, for as Chy- 
miſts make Antidotes of Poyſons, fo doth 
this vertue turn the Matter of all theſe 
ivto a Quinteſſential perfeftion. Nay 


| Selfiſhneſs and Pride it ſelf eſcape not 


its ivfluence. A little touch of ſome- 
thing like Pride, is. ſeated in the true 
ſence of a mans own Greatneſs : with- 
out which his. Humility and Modeſty 
would be contemptible Vertues, In all 
baſeneſs of Mind there is a kind of folly 
and Cowardice apparentit; and more ve- 
neration follows an humble Man that is 
ſenſible of his Excellency, An atery Hu- 
mor without ſomething of the Melan- 
choly to ballaſt it a little, would be light 
ad trifting : And a melancholy Humor 
without ſomething of Air and Jovialnefs 
i it, too ſour and diſobligiog, Anger 
without Softneſs is like untemper'd Steel, 
brittle and deſtructive : and a plyant 
Humor without ſume degree of ſtiffoeſs, 
too near to Flattery and Servility. Anger 
Is the matter aud fuel of Courage, and 
Its appearance afar off puts a Majelty 
ioto 
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ioto Meekneſs, that makes it redoubteg, 
A forrowful Humor neatly allayed with 
a mixture of ſweetneſs, begets a tender- 
neſs and compaſſion in the SpeQator, 
that turns into a deeper and more ſerious 
Love : A little Selfilhnefs puts our Come 
panions in mind of our own Intereſt, agd 
makes them perceive that we underſtand 
it: which adds a Juſtre to our Self-de- 
nial, and renders our Liberality more 
ſafe and precious, Plainneſs without Po- 


licy is downright Simplicity, and Policy 
without Plainneſs void of Honeſty, The 


one makes us Crafty, and renders us ſuf. 
pected 5 the other expoſes us, and makes 


us Ridiculons z but both united are vene- 


rable and prudent, By the appearance 
of Revenge in its ſhady Poſlibility, a 
man that never does other than Actually 
forgive, does oblige for what is paſt, yet 
threaten and diſcourage from the like 
Offences. All theſe are the Subj«Qs of 
Temperance. Alittle ſpice of Jealouſic 
and Emulation are advantagious, in the 
midſt of our Security and Reſignation, 
They give a reliſh to our Confidence 1n, 
and Prelation of others; and make our 
Security and Civility taſte of our Love 
to the Peiſon we prefer, ard of our Love 
eo 
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toVertue. There is not one Humor,nor 
laclination,nor Paſſion, nor Power in the 
Soul, that may not be admitted to a& 
its part, When direted by Temper 
rance, A 

NOR 5 it unlawful to alter the Natu- 
ral Complexion by Care and Study. I 
know very well, that the Complexion of 
the Body can hardly be changed by the 
ſtrongeſt Phyfick : and that Choler, and 
Phlegm, avd abundance of Blood , will, 
where they are, have their Natural 
Courſe without avy remedy. But the 
Humors of the Soul are more tractable 
thingsz they are all ſubje& to the Will 
intheir operations : and though they in- 
clive, yet they cannot acR,but by capſent 
and permiſſion. - I know furthermore 
that Cuſtom and Habit is a Second Na- 
ture: what was difficule at firſt, becomes 
at laſt as eafie in its Exerciſe as if It were 
innate; and that the Soul of a Vertuous 
man does in proceſs of time aft by a new 
Di/pofition. | know further thar all ver- 
tu: us Operations are freeand voluntary; 
aud that the office of Vertue is to corre 
and amend an Evil Nature. Let no man 
therefore be diſgulied, becauſe a Made- 


wp #12 is Artificial, and not Natural : for. 
when 
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when the Converſation 1s ſincerely gui. 
ded toa good End, the more free and 
voluntary it is, it is the more Noble: the 
more Induſtry and Deſire a man expref- 
ſes io attaining all theſe meaſures and 
perfefions,they are the more Vertuous: 
and the Probity of- his Will is to be the 
more accepted, For Vertnes are not ef- 
feds of Nature, but Choice. Which how 
free ſoever it may appear, is as ſtable as 
the Sun, when founded on Eternal prin- 
ciples : it ſecures any Friend'in the good 
and amiable Qualities he deſires in his 
Beloved, as much as Nature it ſelf could 
do, though they depend upon the Will, 
which is capable of changing every mo- 
ment. - This of Temperance in the Go- 
veroment of our Humors. 

I ſhall add but one Note more, and 
that is, That a Wiſe man diſcards the Pre- 
dominancy of all Humors , and will oot 
yield himſelf up to the Empire of any : 


for he 1s to live the life of Keaſor ; not. 


of Humor, Nor will he have avy Humor 
of his own, but what he can put off and 
OD, as he ſees occalion. He will cleave 
eternally to the Rules of Vertuegbut will 
comply in his Humor ſo far as to make 
hts converſation ſweet and agreeable to 

every 
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every Temper. Religion and Charity, 
25 well as Courtefie and Civility, prompt 


to thisz and where theſe concur with 


his Reaſon , and favour his Ictereſt, he 
may well do what S. Par/ taught him, 
become all thinps to all men , that he might 
gcin ſome, And this encouragement he 
hath, A man by ſacrificing his own, may 
comply with the ſatisfaction: of all the 


World : and find his own far more great 
and. honourable, and ſweet and amiable 


| inthe End, far more high and blefled, in 
the Love and Eſteem he ſhall obtain 
thereby, than if he had gratified his firſt 
inclination without apy reſpe& to the 
Prelation of others, It will briog him 
to the fruition of Pleaſures , far greater 
than thoſe he deſpiſed. 3 
TEMPERANGE in the full compoſt- 
tion and uſe of Vertues, is far more ſub- 
lime, and more immediately approach- 
eth the end of Vertue, than aoy Tempe- 
rance in Meats and Drinks: Its reſident 
pearerthe Throne of Felicity , and ſeat- 
eth us by her. You may ſee its Tak as 
It is preſcribed in Prudence, But for 


Example ſake we will inſtance it in 


Mcekneſs,which of all the Vertues is the 
moſt weak and naked, A meck Spirit 
| | recelveth 
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receliveth ies Temperyits encouragement, 
ſtrength, and facility , from the union 
and concurrence of all the Vertues, 
Knowledg is its light, and Love the pri: 
ciple of its life and motion. Wiſdom 
: guideth ir to the higheſt Ead ; Righte- 
ouſneſs is a great incentive thereunto, 
while it teacheth us to eſteem the favour 
of God, and the excellency of thoſe 
Souls, whoſe value maketh us tender of 
their Repoſe,and prone to honour them 
with a duc eſteem, as well as to deſire 
their peace and ſalvation, Holineſs mz- 
keth us to delight in our Duty, Good: 
neſs inclines us to ſacrifice our own, to 
the welfare of others, Mercy leads us to 
pity their Infirmities, and more to com: 
paſſionate their Miſery, than to be pro- 
voked with their DiRemper. Juſtice 
makes us to pay our Saviours Love and 
Merits, what we owe unto biz, All theſe 
eſtabliſh the habit of Meekoneſs in our 
Souls, Fortitude does ſeveral wales 
conſpire thereunto, for it makes us to 
adventure upon avy Trouble that we cao 
fall into chereby, and puts a luſtre upon 
us in the att of Meekneſs, Patience ha- 
bituates the Soul co AfﬀiRions , and 


makes our ſence of Injuries caſte. Re 
| pentance 
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peptance minds usof other employments 
than Aoger and Revenge, even a con- 
trite Sorrow for our own Offences. 


| Humility gives us a fence of our own 


Unworthineſsz and a willingneſs to be 
yet more low than our Enemies can 
make us. It inclines us alſo to confeſs, 
that we have deſerved far worſe, and 
more bitter Evil; and to deſpiſe our 
ſelves; which when we truly do, no 
Iojuries or Wropgs can move us. Faith 
carries us up to higher Enjoyments. 
Hope hath reſpe@ to the promiſed Re- 
ward, Our Love towards GOD en- 
flames us with Deſire to pleaſe him, Cha- 
rity to our Neighbour is prone to for- 
give him. Prudence teacheth us to ex- 
pet no Figs from Thoros, oor better 
entertainment from Briars and Brambles : 
but rather to right our ſelves by impro- 
virg their Wrongs, and to turn their Vi- 
ces into our Vertues, Magnanimity de- 
ſpiſcth the Courtſhip of Worms, and 
ſcorneth to place its reſt and felicity in 
Trifles. Liberality is induſtrious to find 
out occaſions of Obliging and Conque- 
ring : Cootentment is fed by higher De- 
lights, and beautifies our Meekneſs with 
a chearful Behaviour, Magnificence Car- 

| ries 
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ries us to the moſt high and illuſtrious 
Deeds, and by very great and expeſive 
Methods to — favours and bene. 
fits on our Beloved: for all are our Be. 
loved whether Friends or Enemies, 
Temperance it ſelf takes off the ſtupi. 
dity and ſluggiſhneſs of our Meekne(s; 
puts aQtivity and vigour intoit, that it 
may not be a Sleepiſh, but Heroick Ver. 
tue ; nay, adorns, ſecures , and perfect 
it by the Addition and Exerciſe of all 
theſe; and by giving to every other Ver- 
tue its Form and PerfeQion, makes them 
more fit and able to aid and afliſt us here, 
It moderates our Paſſions, and puts a 
better doſe of Life into our Confidera: 
tion. If there be aoy other Virtue, itis 
not ſo remote, but that it may lend us 
its helping hand, and be ſubſervient to 
the perfection of our Love and Meeck- 
neſs, Which, however ſimple it may ap- 
pear in Solitude, is very ſtrong and irre- 
ſiſtable, amazing , as far from Contempt 
as the Sun is from Darkneſs , when it is 
animated with Courage, and madeillu- 
ſtrious by Love, enriched with Libera- 
lIity, and made bright by Knowledg 
guided by Wiſdom to the higheſt End, 
and by Prudence to ROT and 

advan- 
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zdvantagious, tho: inferiour Purpoſes. 
When the Soul appeareth neither fooliſh, 
nor Cowardly, nor baſe, nor ſoft , bue 
High and Magnanimous ln its Operation, 
Meekneſs is redoubted. 

I N the Throne of Glory all the aGts 
of Faith, and Hope,and Repentance ſhall 
be for ever perfefted, or ſwallowed up 
io fruition, The fruit of all occafional 
and tranſient Vertues ſhall remain, the 
Divine Vertues ſhall be ſo firmly united, 
that in their At and Exerciſe they ſhall 


| beore for ever. By Knowledg we ſhall 


ſee all that the light of Heaven and E-. 
ternity can reveal, By Love we lhall 
embrace all that is amiable before GOD 
and his holy Angels. By Wiſdom we 
{hall uſe the moſt glorious Means for the 
attainment and enjoyment of the high- 
eſtEnd 3 which is GOD in all his Joys 
and Treaſures : in the uſe of thoſe Means 
we muſt aQually enjoy all Blefſedoeſs 
ad Glory, Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
neſs, and Goodneſs and Charity ſhall 
with all the reſt be the Lineaments and 
Colours of the Mind, the Graces and 
Beauties of the bleſſed Soul : They ſhall 
ſhine upon its face, and it ſelf ſhall be 
g'orious in the perfetion of theirBeauty, 
B b 2$ 
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as GOD is. Irs Goodneſs thall mske it 
a fountain of Delights to all the other 
Creatures. It thall be all Humility, yer 
all Enjoyment: Amazed at its own Nz- 
thingneſs and Vileneſs,yet ravithed with 
wonder and the height of its Felicity : 
For the lower it 1516 1:s own Eyes, the 
more Great doth the Goodneſs of GOD 
appear, and the more tranſcendently 
Sweet is its Adoration and Satisfaction, 
By its Gratitude it ſacrifices it ſelf Eter- 
pally to the Deity,and taketh more plea- 
ſure in his Glory than its own. lt is all 
Godlineſs and Contentment. All theſe 
Vertues are exerciſed toge:her 1n the 
ſtare of Glory , not fo much by our own 
Temperance, as by the Infuſion of his 
moſt Heavenly Grace , who fiils us with 
his own Fulnels ard Perteicn by way 
ot Reward, and cauſing us to enter tnto 
his Eternal Reſt, m:keth us 10 ceaſe from 
our own Works, as he alſo did from Lt, by 
ioſpiring us with his own W:tdom , Life 
and Strepgth, and aCtuating a}l ur Pow- 
ers by bis own for ever: That we, by 
vertue of his Grace infuſed, may live 10 
the Image of his Eternal Moderation, 
and attain that extremity' of Blifs and 
Glory, which he hath (cxcceding tis 
Almighty 
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Almighty Power) by an exquiſite and 
myſterious Temperance 1n all his Ope- 
rations, Divinely attaided. 


CHAP. -XXxU0t. 


of Temprrance in GOD. How the Mode- © 
ration of Almighty Power guided in its 
Works by Wiſdom , perfe@eth the Crea- 
tion, How it hath raiſed his own Glory 
and our Felicity Lleyond all that Sims 
ple Power could effe i by its Infinite- 
neſs. 


1 

x 

} þ Moderation hath ſuch happy effects 
} in Men, whiere the Strength is (aall, 
; the Wiſdom littie, the Matter baſe , the 


2 MW Occalion low, as in divers Ioſtances it is 
/ WW waniteſt it hath: how glorious mult this 
6 Vertue be, where the Power is Almigh- 


ty, the Wiſdom Infinite, the Subj: - 
y Matter PerfcCt, the End, and the Occa- 
a 15310 moſt Divine and Glorious! 
'y IT would ſeem a ſtrange Patadox, to 
ſy, That Almighty Power could not 
I WF exiſt without Infiaice Wiſdom : but it 13 
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infioicely true : For the Wiſdom and 


Power of GOD are one. No Blind 
Power can be Almighty, becaule it can- 
not do all that is Excellent. I hat Power 
would without Wiſdom be Blind, is as 
evident as the Sun', the want of that be- 
ing as great an impediment to its Operz- 
tions, as the Jack of Eyes 1s to a Man up. 


oo Earth: which ſo Eclipſeth and dark- 


neth his Power, that he caonor perform 
thoſe excellevt Works, to which Lights 
neceſſary. There is no Blind Powerin 
GOD, and therefore no Power diſtin 
from his Underſtanding. By his Wiſdom 
he made the Heavens , by his Underſiand- 
ing he eftabliſh:d the Earth. Ey his Know- 
ledge the Depths are broken up, and the 
Clouds drop down the Dew, Wildom ts 
the Tree of Lite, which beareth all the 


* fruits of Immortality and: Honour, In- 


artificial Violence will never carry it: 
There is a Mark to be hit; and that isin 
every thing what is moſt fair and eiigt: 
ble. Itmay be miſs'd as much by ſhoot- 
ing over it, as by falling ſhort of it. Ni- 
ked Power cannot tell what to propole 
as its Aim and Objea. Only that which 
3s able to contrive, is able to eff: its 


Deſire, inthe Work it conceiveth _—_ 
h | 
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fit and «xcellent for its Power to per- 


form, 
I T 1s a \ ſtranger Paradox yet, That 


Power limited is Greater and more” Ef- 
fetual, than Power let looſe; for this 
importeth, that Power 1s more infinite 
when bounded, than Power 1a its utmoſt 
liberty. But that which ſolveth the Rid- 
dle, aod removeth the Inconventence, is 
our Aſſurance of this, That GOD can 
do nothiog but what is Wiſe, and that 
his Wiſdom therefore is all his Power, 


| And of this it followeth, Thar nothing 


is poſſible with GOD , but what is inf 
pitely Excellent : for to do any thing leſs 
than the Beſt is unwiſe; «0d being lo, 
js contrary to the Nature of Wiſdom 


which is his Power, 
THE Will -of GOD is his Wiſdom : 


By the meer Motion of his Will he Crea- 


ted all things, and therefore it 1s his 
Power: his Power and his Wildom meet 
In his Will and are both the ſame. By 
his Word he made the Worlds, and h's 
Eternal Word is his Etcraal Wit- 
dom. 

ALL this I ſpeak bccauſe it is the 
Office of Wiſdom to propoſe the mult 
excellent End, and to purſue it by the 
Bb 3 mult 
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moſt efficacious Mears : And becauſe the 
Wiitdom of GOD will be found one with 
his Eternal Moderation. 

THE utmoſt End of all that is aimed 
at, is indeed illimited : Itis the Beſt and 
Greateſt Thing that iofinite and Eternal 
Wiſdom could conceive : but being out 
of all meaſure High and Excelleat, it 
includeth invumerable Varieties, that 
are {hut up in bounds for their greater 
PerfeAtion. Whereupon it fulloweth, 
that GOD hath attained a more excel- 
ent Effet, than if he had made any one 
Thing fivgly tfioite. 

HIS Love being Ic ficite and Eternal, 
in ſaciificipg it ſelf in all its Works for its 
Objects welfare, became an infinite and 
eternal Act; which was not contented, 
. unleſs in all its Works, it added Art unto 
Power, and exerted its Wiſdom in all 
its Productions, Had it made one [Iofi- 
nite, ſome are of Opinion, it had exceed- 
ed itſelf; at leaſt done all that was pof- 
{:ble, both for it ſelt, 2nd for its Objed, 
2nd that one Infinite, being ſo Created, 
mult be }ts only Obj.&. For more than 
Infivite what can be? We are ap! to 
thing that nothing can be befide, But 
to ſh-wihat COD is icfiaitels mor? mY 

oat 


uns CY ww 


fin GD ©, 


what we conceive, while we think him 
infinite 5 and that we infinitely wrowug 
him, while we limit his Eſſence to one 
fngle Iofivity ; Who is every way Toft 
vite, in Himlſelt,in all his Works, ig all his 
Waies,in all his Counſels, in every one of 
hisPerfe tions; He hath m2de every thing 
either loftaite, or better than ſo. For by 
variety of Fff-&s he hath attaiged an 
End in the Beauty and - Correſpondence 
of all his Productions, far more Amiable 
and Divine than any oe Lit: is capa- 
ble of being. All Things by a kind of 
Temperance are made and ordered ia 
Number, Weight ard Mealure, ſo that 
they give and receive a Beauty and Per- 
fetion every thing to, and from all the 
refdue.of jneſtimable value, in relation 
tothe Goodneſs and Love of their Cre- 
ator, 

| doubt not but GOD «would ] tis 
Wiſdom have permitred ſuch a thing) 
could have made an infinite Object. For 
whereever GOD is, he 18 able ro Act 
and his Omnipreſence i; infinite Wiſdom 
and Power 3 Which filling [: _ i5 able 
tO exert it ſelt beyond all the bounds ui 
*Pice 10 an Infimite Manner all ar ooce. 
it it ſo do, it caenot reſt in a l.ls Attath- 
Bb 4 Welty 


Df Temperance 


ment, than one that anſwers the meaſure 
of its Operation : if it did, that Attain- 
ment would be iofinitely defeGive : For 
infinite Wiſdom could certainly con- 
ceive one infinitely Better. But this | 
will aver, that GOD hath wrought abun- 
dantly more , than if he had made any 
obe ſingle Effect of his Power ioficite, 
He hath wrought a Work that pleaſeth 
him infioitely Better, and fo will it 
pleaſe us, when we are Wile as he 
Is. 

HAD he made any one fiogle Iofinite, 
it muſt be either Corporea], or Spiritual: 
Be it either, there 1s room enough 1n his 
Underſtanding and Omnipreſence tore- 
ceiveit, Empty Space is an iufinite Ob- 
je& 1n his underſtanding. But for the 
Glory of his Moderation, it is evident 
that he hath attained a far greater and 
more perfect End. 

HAD, he made ao Icfinite Object cf 
a Spiritual Nature, it mult be a Spirit en- 
dued with illimited Power, to ſee his 
Omaiprefence and Eternity. And had 
te made no more but only this, itis tobe 
;.ared that the SpeCtator would be diſ- 
pleaſed for want of ObjeGs, in prepas 
I:3g Which the Love of GOD ſhould 

| | have 
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have glorified his Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
for its fruition, 

IF you ſay, the Omnipreſence and E- 
ternity of GOD had been filled with 
that Creaturezit is evident that Spirits fill 
no Room, though they ſee all things . 
and that it had been much better if Ob- 
jets had been prepared for its Enjoy- 


ment, 


HAD he prepared any one Corporeal 
Objed for the fruition of that Creature ; 
any Corporeal Object if infinite in Di- 
menſtons, would ho wholly uſcleſs: nay 
pernicious and deſtruttive : for it would 
exclude all other Beiogs to which it 
might be ſerviceable, out of place, 
and have nothing whereto to be benefi- 
clal. 

IF you fay it would be Beneficial to 
GOD, or to that Spectator, or that Ic- 
telligible Power, that Spirit for whom it 
was made < It 1s appareut that no Cor- 
poreal Being can be ſerviceable to a Spi- 
rit, but oply by the Beauty of thoſe Ser- 
vices it performeth to other Corporeals, 
that are capable of recciviog them ; and 
that therefore all Corporeals muſi be 1i- 
mited and bounded for each others fake. 
And for this Cauſe it is, that a Philotophi- 
cal Poet ſaid ; 1 a 
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At inaClock, 'tis hinder'd-Force doth bring 
The Wheels to order'd Motion, by a Spring ; 
Which order'd Motion gnides a ſteddy Hand 

In u/eful ſort at Figures juſt to fland ; 

Which, were it not by Counter-ballance ſtaid, 

The Fabrick quickly would aftide be laid 

As wholly uſeleſs: So a Might too Great, 

But well proportion'd, makes the World compleat. 
Power wel/-bounded is more Great in Might, 
Than if let looſe *twere wholly Infinite. 

He could have made an endleſs Sea by this, 

But then it had not been a Sea of Bliſs ; 

A Sea that's bounded in a finite ſhore, 

Ts better fur becauſe it i no more, 

Should Waters endl-ſly exceed the Skies, 

They'd drown the World, and all whate re we prize. 
Had the bright Sun been Infinite, its Flame 

Had burnt theWorld, and quite con/um d the ſame, 
That Fl:me would 11e!d no ſplendor tothe Sight, 
"Treuld be but Darkneſs though 'twere Infinite, 
One Star made Infinite would all exclude, 

An Farth made Ir finite could ne*re be view'd. 

Fut all being bound'd for each others ſake, 

He bounding al did all miſt uſeful make. 

Ana which 25 biſt. in Profit and Heliebt, 

1 housh rot in Lulk, he made all Is finite, 

Hein 15 Wi dom did their uſe extend, 

[3 «ic, 10 ad 16: World from End to End, 
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Is all Things, all Things ſervice do to all : 


And thus a Sand is Endleſs, though moſt (mall. 


And every Thing is truly Infinite, 
In its Relation deep and exquiſite. 


THIS is the b:(t way of accommoda- 
ting things to the Service of each other, 
for the fruition of all Spectators, 

MODERATION is not ſo called 
from Limiting and Reſtraining, but from 
_ Moderating and Ruling, If Reaſon re- 
quire that a Thiog ſhould be Great, it 


| isthe part of Temperance to make ir ſo. 


Where Reaſon requires it is a point of 
Moderation to enlarge and extend Pow- 
er: Nay to ſtretch it out to the utmoſt 
of its Capacity if Wiſdom order it, 1s 
but equal. To moderate Almighty Pow- 
eristo limit or extend it, as Reaſon re- 
quires, Reaſon requires that it ſhould 


be ſo limited and extended, as moſt 


tends to the perfection of the Uni- 
verſe. 


| F it be more Wile, ard more tends' 


tothe perfcCtion of the Univerſe, that 
Millions of 1ntelligible Spirits ſhould be 
Created, ard every one of them be made 
[ficte in Undeiftanding, it ſhall be 
dcne; If rot, Temperance forbeais. 


It 
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OF- Temperance 


If Sands and Atoms tend more to the 
perfeftion of the World than Angel; 
there where they do ſo,Sands and Atony 
ſhall be made, and Aogels there where 
they tend more to the perfeCtion of the 
World. So that every thing is beſt in 
its proper place, Were there no Sand; 
or Atoms there would be no Univerſe: 
For the Earth, the Sea, the Skie, the Air, 
all Bodies confiſt of theſe, either united 
or divided, If they had been left un: 
made,* and Angels had been created in 
their Places, there had been no viſibk 
World at all. 

T O make Viſible ObjeQs uſeful it 
was neceſſary to enfhrine ſome Spirits in 
Corporeal Bodies, and therefore to make 
ſuch Creatures as Men, that might ſee, 
and feel, and ſmell, and taſte, and hear, 
and eat and drink by their Bodies, and 
enjoy all the Pleaſures of the World by 
their Souls : And by their Souls moreover 
know the Original and End of all , un 
derſtand the dcefipn of all, and be able 
to celebrate the Praiſes of the Creztor. 
For by this means pure Eſſences abſtra 
ated from all Corporeity might enjoy 
the Worid , while they delight in the 
glory of its Us, and eſpecially in thole 

com- 
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compleat and amiable Creatures, for 
whom It was Nas mag 

IT was expedient alſo to make their 
Bodies finite, that they might converſe 
together : but their inward Intelligences 
of endleſs reach, that they might ſee the 
holy Aogels,delight in them, and by their 
Love be delightful to them : that they 
might alſo be able to ſearch into the 
depth of all Things,and enjoy Eternity 5 
Nay,that they might be fit Recipicots for 
the iofinite Bounty and Goodneſs, of 
GOD, which is iofinite in its Communi- 
cations. 

THAT they ſhould be ſubject co his 
Laws, and depend upon him, was neceſ- 
ſary in like manner. For by that diſtin- 
Ction an infinite difference was between 


him and them : that diſparity being laid 


in the foundation, though the bene- 


lis they receive are altogether infinite, 
the diſtance is ſtill the more infinite be- 
tween them: for the greater the Bounty 
Is, the deeper 1s the Obligation. The 
Love and Service they owe? 15 iofinite,and 
lv 1s the Gratitude. 

TO ſce all his Glory is to be able to 
admireit, and to adore ir with infinite 
amazement and joy, which is to be com- 
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Of Temperance 
pleatly juſt untoit, and 'perfeQ]y bleſ. 


led. 


There is but one thing more, wherein 
Almighty Power was by Wiſdom infinite 
to reſhra1n it ſelf for the perfeRion of his 
Kingdom:And that isto create them free, 
that were made to enjoy it. Not to de. 
termine their Wills by a fatal Neceſſity, 


but to make their eſteem aud fruition of 


GOD and his Works their duty ,. and to 
leave them to themſelves for the more 
free anpd voluntary diſcharge of their 
duty, For by that means,it would make 
them capable of Rewards and Puniſh: 
ments, in the Righteous diſtribution of 
which the nature and the glory of a 
Righteous Kingdom conſfiſteth. 

THUS did GOD by infioite Mode- 


. ration , and by a ſublime and travſcen- 


dent Temperance prepare his Kingdom, 
and make every Thing exquiſite in his 
whole Dominion, to the praiſe of his 
Glory, and the ſatisfaqion of his infinite 
and Eternal Reaſon. The ſimilitude of 
which Reaſon being the Eſſence of the 
Soul, all theſe things fall out for our glo- 
ry and ſatistaftion alſo, 


NOW 
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NOW if GOD himſelf acouired all ' 
kis Joyes by Temperance: and the glo- 
reja MW r3 of his Kingdom is wholly founded in 
oite MI his Moderation : We may hope that our 
his MW Moderation and Temperance 1n its place, 
ree, MW may accompliſh Wonders, and lead us to 
de. WM the fruition of his , by certain ſteps and 
ty, MW degrees, like thoſe that are obſerved in 
of MW the Womb tuwards Manhood , and in 
to W@ the School of our Childhood towards 
re MY perfect Learning, 
eſr TOO much Rain, or too mich 
ke MW Drought will produce a Famine : the 
h. MW Earth is made fertile by a ſeaſonable 
of M mixture of Heat avd Moiſture. Exceſs 
2 © of [ower may overwhelm, but mode- 

Taticn is that which perteCteth and blel- 
{th the Creation, "A 

ALMIGHTY Power 1s carried tar be- 
jond it teif, or really is made Almight 
by vertue of that Temperance, wherein 
Eternal Wiſdom is etcroally Glorjfi- 
Ed. 

[F any thing be wenting 10 the full 
demonſtration of the perfection of 
GODS Kingdom, it is the cor fideration 
ct his Delay : tor we are apt tothi::kghe 
m'ght haye made it Eternally bcfcire he 
did, But to this Bo other Auiwer 1s te- 
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ceſſary ( though many might be made] 
then that all Things were from all Eter: 
nity before his Eyes, and he ſaw thei. 
teſt Moments wheretn to, produce them: 
and judged it fit in his Wiſdom ficlt to 
fill Eternity with his deliberations and 
 Counſeis, and then to beautifie Time 
with the execution of his Decrees, For 
were there no more to be ſaid but this, 
his Empire 1s eternal, becauſe all Poſlibi. 
lities, nay and all Impoſlibilities are ſub. 
ject to his Will, But if it be confeſſed 
that Eternity 15 an everlaſting Moment, 
iofioite 1n duration, but permanent ia all 
Its parts, all Things paſt, preſent, and 
to come, are at once before him, ande- 
ternally together. Which 1s the true 
Reaſon, why Eternity is a ſtanding Ob- 
ject before the Eye of the Soul, and all 
Its parts, being full of Beauty and Per- 
feCtion, for ever to be enjoyed, 
' IF any man bediſpoted to cavil fur- 
ther, and rourge, that GOD mightat 
the very firſt have placed Angels and 
Menin the (tate of Glory, the Reply 
at hand: that GOD very well under: 
ftandeth the beauty of Proportion, that 
Harmony and Symmetry fpriogs from a 
variety of excellent Things in ſeveral 
places, 
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places, fitly anſivering to,and perfeQing 
each other: that the ſtzte of Trial, and 
the (ſtate of Glory are ſo myftericus in 
their Relation, that neith:r without the 
other could be abſolutely perfect : In- 
numerable Beauties would be loſt, ard 
many tranſcendent Vertues and Perfe- 
ious be aboliſhed, with the eſtate of 
Trial, if that had been laid aſide , the 
continual appearance and effe& of which 
jzto enrich and beautifie the Kingdom 
of GOD everlaſtiogly : That GOD. io- 
veth Man far more than if he had placed 
himio the Throneat firſt, and deſigneth 
more Glory and Perfe&ion for him, than 
inthat diſpenſation he could have been 
capable of - all which ſpringeth from 
the Reſtraint of his Power in ſome oc- 
caſions , that ir might more fully be ex- 
zrted in the perfeCtion of the whole, and 
if all thiogs that were poſſible to be 
made, might end in the Supreatn, and. 
moſt abſolutely Blefled, 

Therefore upon the whole Matter, we 
may conclude with Solomon, Happy i: the 
manthat findeth Wiſdom, and the mas that 
getteth Underſtanding. For the Merchan- 
dize of it is better than the Merchandize 
of Silver , and the Gain thereof than of 
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e Gold. She ts more precious than Ry. 
bies, and all the things thou canſt deſire 
are not to be compared with her, Length 
of Daies is in ber right hand, and inher 
left hand Riches and Honour. Her Waies 
are waies of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber Paths 
are Peace, She is a Tree of Life to them 
 #hat lay bold upon her, and happy is every 
one that retaineth her, The LORD by 
Wiſdom bath founded the Earth, by Onder- 
flanding hath he eftabliſhed the Heavens, 
My Sor, let not them depart from thine 
Eyes : Keep ſound Wiſdom and Diſcretion, 
Wiſdom is the principal Thing : there- 
fore get Wiſdom, and with all thy Get- 


ting get Underſtanding. For the ſame | 
Wiſdom which created the World, is the 
only Light wherein it is enjoyed, 


CHAP. XXIV. 


of Patience. Its Original, How GOD 
was the firſt Patient Perſon in theWorld. 
The Nature, and the Glory, and the bleſſed 
Effects of his Eternal Patience, The 
Reaſon and Deſign of all Galamities. 
Of Patience in Martyrdom, The extra- 
ordinary Reward of ordinary Patience 
in its meaneſt obſturity, 


ATIENCE is a Vertue of the Third 

eſtate; it belongs not to the eſtate 
of lonocence, becauſe in it there was no 
Aftiition ;- nor to the eftate of Miſery, 
becauſe in it there is no Vertue : but to 
the eſtate of Grace it appertains, becauſe 
it 2 an eſtate of Reconciliation, and an 
eſtate of Trial: wherein Afﬀiction and 
Vertue meet together. In the eſtate of 
Glory there is no Patience, 


T HIS is one of thoſe diſtaſtful Ver- 


tues, which GOD never intended. It 


received its bitterneſs from Sm, its life 
and beauty from GOD's Mercy. It we 
diſlike this Vertue we may thapk our 


| ſelves, for we made GOD firſt toendure 


Ce 2 It: 
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it, Andif all things are rightly weighed, 
no Creature is equal to GOD in Suffer. 
ings. We made it neceſſury for the E. 
teroal G OD-HE AD to be Incarnate, 
and to ſuffer all the Incommodities of 
Lite,and the bitter Torments of a bloody 
Death , that he might bear the rg 
of our Sins , and deliver us from eternal 
Perdition, 

T HE Corporeal Sufferings of our 
Saviour are not comparable to the Aﬀi- 
Qions of his Spirit. Nor are there any 
Sufferings or Lfles ſo great as thoſe we 
caft upon the GOD-HEAD. He iofinite- 
ly inch Sio,more than Death : and had 
rather be Crucihed a thouſand times 0- 
ver, than that one Tranſgrefitn ſhould 
be brought into the World. Nothing 
is ſo quick and tender as Love, nothiog 
ſo lively and ſenſible in reſentiog, No 
loſs is. comparable to that of Souls , nor 
any one ſo deeply concerned in the loſs, 
as GOD Almighty : No Calamity more 
p=ircing, than to ſee the Glory of his 
Works made Vain, to be bereaved of his 
Deſire, and fruſtrated of his End 1o the 
whole Creation. H- had rather we 
ſhould give him the Blood of Dragon, 


or the cruel Venorn of Aſps, to — 
than 
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than that we ſhould pollute our ſelves, 
or his Kingdom witha Stn, Nay it were 
better (if without a Sin it could be done) 
thatthe whole World ſhould be anntht- 
lated, than a Sin committed, For the 
World might be Created again with 
eaſe, and all that is in it be repaired 
witha word ; but a Sin once committed, 

can never be undonz; it will appear in 
Is place throughout all Eternity - Yet 


| ts (oodious, and fo infinitely opp«fite to 


the Holineſs of GOD, that no Gall or 
Wormwood is comparable thereunto, 
To ſee his Beloved bliſted, his Love 
deſpiſed , and his Son rebellious; to ſee 
themoſt amiable Law in the World bro- 
ken, his Kingdom laid waſte, and his 
Image defaced; to ſee all his Labour 
marred and ſpoiled, his Benefits fI'ghted; 

and his infinrite Goodneſs abuſed and 
uodervalued all Ovligztions impoſed, 

and all Rewards prepared , in vatn- is 
worſe than to ſce ones Palace on fire as 
{con as It is builded , or ones Wife {mir- 
ten with Leprofje, and ones only beloved 
Son run mad, For a Child to trample 
on his Fathers Bowels is nothing 10 Ccm- 
pariſop! He therefore that feels what 
te made GOD to endure, what Grapes 
Cc 3 of 
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of Sodom, and Cluſters of Gomorrah he 
cficred to his Teeth, how evil a thing 
and bitterit is, to forſake GOD, how 
the Scripture ſauth, He was grieved at the 
Heart, when he ſaw the Corruption and 
Impiety of the Earth ; and how the Sor- 
row ivfl ted was ſo fore, as to make him 
repent that he had made Man in the 
World :. he ſurely will be more con- 
cerned at the Evil he hath dorve., than at 
any Evil he can otherwiſe ſaffer - and 
his Godly Sorrow ( as Aoſes's Rod did 
_ eat up all the Rods of the Egyptians) 
will devour all other Sorrows whatſoe- 
Ver. 
TO confider that GOD was the firſt 
Patient Perſon in the World, muſt needs 
Iweeten the Bitterneſs of Patience, and 
make it acceptable unto us: to conſider 
that we alone brought it upon our ſelves, 
and may thank our ſelves for the folly of 
its Introduttion , muſt make us out of 
very Indignation againſt our ſelves con- 
tented to ſuffer, and in pure Juſtice, 
quietly to digeſt it : but to conſider yet 
further , that GOD, by bearing our Ot- 
tences with Patience , touk off the trou- 
ble of them from us, and by refuſing to 
calc himſclt of the greatneis of my 
rleaſure, 
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pleaſures in pouring it back again on our 


' own heads, digeſted itſo, as to tura our 


eternal Torments into tranſitory Woes, 
oay into his own Agonies and Palns on 
the Croſs : this will help our Reaſon to 
rejoyce at our light AfﬀiGions which are 
but for a momezt ; eſpecially ſince they 
work out for us 4 far more exceeding, and 
eternal weight of Glory, 

The firſt Impreſſion of that abomina- 
ble Miſchief, which occaſioned Patience 
inGOD, made it a Calamity, but not a 
Vertue, Deteſtation and Grief in them- 
ſelves are but Sufferiogs, and meer Suf- 
feriongs have no Vertue, nor ſo much 
almoſt as Action in them. If his dete- 
ſtation and grief had broken out 1a Im. 
patience, we had all been deſtroyed : 
Anger and Fury had been poured down 
upon us. That which made a Vertue 
was the great and mighty Contineace, 
whereby it was kept in, and governed 
for all our Benefit, For it was full of 
Goodneſs, and Compaſltion, and Mercy, 
and Loye; and that was iadeed the 
vertue of Patience, 1n which ſo much 
Magnanimity and Government did ap- 
pear, fo much Willem, and Stedftaſtneſs, 
aud Immutability 5 and upon this vertue 
Cc 4 of 
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of that At whereby he retained his diſ- 


pleaſure, the whole Kingdom of Grace, 
and the glory of his Mercy and Love, 
and the blefiedneſs and cxaltation of 
his Church is founded, it depended 
upon it , and from his Patience it pros 
ceeded. 
PATIENCE then is that Vertue by 
which we behave our ſelves conſtantly 
and prudently in the midſt of Misfor- 
tunes and Troubles: That Vertue where- 
by we do not only forbear to break out 
in Murmurings and Repinings , or ſup. 
port our ſelves from finking under Af- 
flictioos, or ſuppreſs our Diſcontent- 
ments, and refrain from Anger and Diſ- 
quiet 3 but whereby we retain our Wil- 
dom, and the goodneſs of our Mind, 
notwithſtanding all the Confuſions and 
Diſorders that would diſturb us, and 
demean our ſelves in a ſerene and ho- 
nourable manner, furmounting the Pains 
and Calamities that trouble us, and that 
would otherwiſe overwhelm us. While 
we move in a quick and vigorous man- 
ner uncer.our Burthen and by a true 
Courage improve our Afﬀitions, and 


turn them iptov the Spoz/s of Invincible 
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IT is an eaſje Obſervation,that Trou- 
blous Times are the Seafors of Honour, 
and that a Warlike-Field 1s the Seed- 
Plot of preat and Heroical Actions. Men 
that live 1o quiet and peaceful Ages, paſs 
through the World as iofenſibly as if 
they had all their daies been aſleep, 
H:z:2rds, and Calamities, and Batgles, 
and Victories fill the Annals with Won- 
der, and raiſe Great Men to an eminent. 
degree of Fame and Glory. It is Saint 
Chriſoſtoms opinion, That a Man ſhews 
far greater Bravery, that grapples with 
a Diſeaſe, or ſurmouots his evil Fortune, 
or behaves himſelf with Courage in di- 
ſtreſs, bears the burniog of his Houſe, 
or the loſs of his Goods, or the death of 
his Children with an equal Spirit, in the 
m1d(t of all Calamities retains his Inte- 
prity with Humility and Patience, and 
Bleſſzs GOD, chearfully ſubmitting with 
Relignation to his Will , and ſhews him- 
(e]f Conſtant in all Eſtates: then he that. 
in the midſt of a proſperous Condition, 
buildeth Hoſpitals and Temples, ſhioeth 
11 the exerciſe of Bounty and Magnifhi- 
cence, and obligeth all the World with- 
cut ary other Exoe -nce than that of his 
Mouiess A Pelican that feeds her young 
Ones 
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ones with her Blood, Is a more Nob[e 
Bird than an Eagle, that fills her Nef 
with Ravine, though taken from the A[- 
tar.: For though that of a Sacrifice be 
| the more Sacred food, that of ones own 
Blood is more near and coſtly. 

TIMES of Afﬀiction are Seed-timez 
for a future Harveſt. We are made per- 
fe through Sufferings - though the Way 
be myſterious, and the Minner almoſt 
 Incomprehenfible , whereby the Suffer- 
ings we eal'ire conduce to our Perfecti- 
on, Conſider the Patience of Job , how 
great a ſp:&acle his Sufferings made him 
#0 GOD, Angel, and Men, and how plo- 
rious he became by his Patience to all 
Generations. 

THIS Vertue has an Appearance, by 
reaſon of its Objects and Materials, fo 
croſs toits diſpoſition , that if any thiog 
be difficult in all Nature to be under- 
ſtood, Patience is one, it beiog a thiog 
of the moſt deep and obſcure value. 
Its Nature and Effect ſeem contrary to 
each other, It raiſes a Man by depreſ- 
ſing him , it elevates by overwhelming, 
It honours by debafing,it ſaves by killing 
him. By making a Man little and no- 
thicg, it magrifizs ard exalts him, 4 

"A 
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AR of Love is attended with ſuch bleed- 
iog Circumftances as that of Crnel Re- 
ſolution, in expoſing our ſelves to all 
Calamities that can befal our Souls, for 
our Beloved's fake, It is the glory of 
the good Shepheard that He /azes down 
his life for the Sheep. And for this very 
Cauſe is our Savtour honoured by GOD 
and Men, becauſe being in the forns of 
GOD be made himſelf of no Repatation, 
but took 0 himſelf the form of a Servant, 
and died the moſt curfed Death of the 
Cro/s, for the fake of the World : Where- 


fore, ſaith the Text ( that is, For which 


very Cauſe ) GOD alſo hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a Name which is above 
every Name, that at the Nameof JESUS 
every Knee ſhould bow, of things in the 
Heaven , things inthe Earth , and things 
wnder the Earth. Nor is this Gift of GOD 
lo purely Arbitrary , but that it has a 
foundation in Nature, Apgels and Men 
do not bow their Knees only becauſe 
they are commanded; but becauſe they 
ſee Reaſon to incline them to bow their 


| Knees. There is ſomething in our Sa- 


viours Nature, Action, and Merit, that 
deſerves it at their Hands, The won- 


derſul Love wherewith he loved us 1s 
the 
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the Root, the Soul, and.Glory of his 
Paſſion. It is wonderful as it made him 
willing to become Death, and Sin, aud 
a Curie for us, But the height of our 
Extaſie is in the Reality of his Paſſion, 
and in the fall accompliſhment of all its 
Purpoſes. 

IT is the Vertue of Love which is in- 
fuſed ioto Patience. and the chief Elixir 
of its Nature is founded inthe Excellen- 
cy of a Spirit, that Suffers for another 
ſake. This therefore we ought ever to 
remember, That Patience when it is a 
Veruue ſprings from Love; and that this 
Love is chiefly towards GOD, and next 
that to our Neighbour, When we (uf- 
ter ay thing for GOD's ſake, or for our 
Neighbours good , we ſuffer in a Wiſe 
and Vertuous ma:;ner. And the Honour 
which follows ſuch a Sufferiog 1s the 
_ Crown of Glory which it ſhall for eyer 
wear. [It 1s a vain and infipid thing to 
Suffer without loving GOD or Man. 
Love 1s a tranſcendent Excellence in e- 
very Duty , and mult of neceſlity enter 


into the Nature of every Grace and 


Vertue, That which maketh the ſolid 
Benefic of Patience unknown , its Taſte 


lo bitter and comfortleſs to Men, is its 
Death 
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perth in the ſeparation and abſence of 
x Soul, We Suffer, but Love not. O- 
therwiſe Love to the Perſon for whoſe 
fake we Suffer, is its own ſupport and 
comfortz It makes the Aion to be ya- 
Juablez and infuſes a ſweetneſs into all 
the Affition it can make us endure? A 
Sweetneſs anſwerable to the Welfare and 
Pleaſure, which is either cauſed or ſecu- 
red, to our Object thereby. Ourown 
rowth in the approbation and eſteem 
of the Perſon we love, is the defirable 
Greatneſs which we covet to attain, 
which can no way be confirmed, and 


* increaſed ſo perfeRly, as by Suffering for 


him, For our Fidelity, Sincerity, Rea- 
lity, Vigour, Life and Induſtry,can never 
be made fo fair and apparent, as when 
we purſue our love, and are carried by 
it to the utmaſt extremities of Death 
and Miſery , and labour through all dif- 
aſters, Perſecutions, and Calamities, to 
obey, and honour, and pleaſe, and glort- 
te the Object which in times of quiet 
we pretend to'love, In an eafie and 
proſperous Eſtate there is little diffe- 
rence between Friendſhip and Flattery: 

but he that ſticks firm in Calamity is a 
Friend indeed, The Trial of Love 
conſiſts 
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conſiſts in the difficulties 1t endures for 
its Beloved. 

AND for this Cauſe it is, that GoDp 
will expoſe us to ſo ſevere a Trial : him- 
ſelf ordaiping ſome Trials ia the begin- 
piogs but permitting more, when we 
brought them upon our ſelves: Many 
alſo he ſuffereth to come, which we daily 
bring upon our own heads by our own 
folly. Some he ioflicteth perhaps hia- 
ſelf, for the Chalſtiſement of our Sins, or 
the Medicine of our Souls, to abate our 
Confidence, and to excite our Care; to 
awaken us out of our Lethargy , and to 


quicken our ſence both of our Miſerable 


Condition, and our need of his Favour: 
to humble our Rebellion, to heal and 
purge our Corruptions, to moderate our 
Paſſions, to heighten our Penitence, to 
abate our Pride, to increaſe our Ardour 
in Devotion and Prayer; to make our 
ſubjection to, and dependance on him 
Clear; to ſtir us up to a more ſtrict Ex- 
amination of our ſelves in our Thoughts, 
Words, and Deeds, leaſt ſome Jonas or 
other ſhould lie in the Ship, that conti- 
nues the Tempeſt upoo us; to epkindle 
our Compaſſion towards our affiied 
Brethren, and to epflame us with more 
perfect 
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perfet Zeal, and Love towards GOD; 
Itis like Wormwood that imbitters the 
Nipple,to wean us from the World,and 
2ugment our deſire #0 be diſſolved and 
10 be with Chriſt ; to make us groan after 
our Eternal Reſt, and long for the glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of GOD. Sometimes 
he ffcrech Tribulations and Trials to 
come upon us, by the Perverſeneſs of 
Mev, who being left at Liberty in their 
dominion over the World, are the prin- 
cipal Authors of all the Troubles and 
diſorders in it. To know the ſeveral 
ſprivgs and ſources of Afﬀiction is very 
expedient ; for 'our Patience and Con- 
tentment much dependeth upon it, A 
confuſed Apprehenſion makes us blind , 
but a clear Sight diſtinguiſheth between 
the Will of GOD, and the Corruption of 
Nature; which in our ſelves and others 
Is the principal Cauſe of all our diftur- 
bances, 

BE it by which of all theſe Occaſions 
twill, or for which of all theſe Ends ic 
can befal us, it is evermore to increaſe 
our Conqueſt, and to make vs like the 
King of Sufferings pure and perfeF, And 
the Conſideration of Gods over-ruling 
Power and Providence therein , which 
makes 
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makes all theſe Thipgs work to together 
for our good , begetteth a grateful Ad. 
miration in us as well as a fence of our 


 dependance on his Goodneſs , which in- 


creaſeth theFear of GOD in our Souls, and 


animates us with great Wonder, that he 


ſhould put his hand to touch the vile and 
evil Off-iprivg of our Sin, and turn all 
into Good, and make it to reft in our 
Exaltation and Glory by hisWiſdom and 
Mercy. 

Concerning GO D's End 1o bringiog, 
and permittipg all theſe Evils, the Scri- 
pture Is very frequent: It was one of 


Job:7.17, Job's Contemplations, Irhat is Man that 
13. thou ſhouldeſt magnifie him , and that thou 


 Pſal.11: 
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ſhonldſt ſet thine Heart upon him; and 


that thou ſhouldſt viſit him every Morning, 


and try him every Moment * Mano is 


magnified by his Trials. It was Davids 
Obſervation, The LO KR D is in his holy 
Temple, the Lords Throne is 1# Heaven: 
his Eyes behold , his Eye-lids try the Chil: 
dren of Men, The Lord trieth the Righ- 
tecus; but the Wicked and him that lovelb 
Violence his Suul hateth. It was Dani's 
Propheſie, And ſore of them of UOnder- 


: ſtanding ſhall fad, lolry them, and to purge, 


and to make therr White , even to the tim! 


of 


Kr 
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of the Fnd. GOD himſelf expreſſeth 


his own Reſolution, I will bring part of Zeke 


thee throu:h the fire, andwill ri fine ther 
as Silver is refined, "and try them as God 
ir tried : They ſhall call on my Name and I 
p:U bear them ; I will ſay, 1t 7s my People, 
and they ſhall ſay , The LORD is my 
60D, 
THE meanivg of all which places is, 
not asif GOD did ſtand in need of all 
theſe Trials to know what is in us: for - 
he knoweth what 1s 1n Man from all E- 
ternity: before theſe Trials come he 


ſearcheth the Heart , and trieth the Reins, 


and diſcerneth the thoughts, and purpo- 
ſes of the Soul ; He ſeeth every Inclina- 


_ tion1n the feed , every Grace 1a the ſe- 


cret habit of the Mind, and every Ver- 
tueinthe Root, They lie in the Seed, 
but yer he ſeeth a mighty difference be- 
tween quiet Habits, and effeQual Ope- 
rations : for they difler as much as the 
Root ard the Bloſſom, or the Bloſſum 

and the Fruit, For Vertues to lie afleep 
1nthe Soul, and for Vertues to be aCtu- 
ally and fully perfected, is as gre?t a 

difference , as for a Vine to be of a ge- 
rerous kird, and prone to bezr, but to 


16main without Eruit; or for a Vine to 
Dd bring 
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briog forth, and to bereally laden with 
all the bunches of Grapes that beautifie 
it. The Excellency of its Nature is 
vain, 1f its Fruit be never brought to 
erfetion, There is a Glory in the 
Work which the filent Habit 1s uncapa- 
ble of, Itis the Life and Vigour of the 
Exerciſe in which all the brightneſs con- 
filteth. Even Diamonds 1n the Quarry 
are dull and dim, they receive not their 
full luſtre and Price tl! they are cut and 
poliſhed. GOD hath placed our Trial 
In ſharp and bitter Atchievments, be- 
cauſe the Love that is expreſt1o Apgonies 
and Conflicts, acquires other kind of 
Beauties, that produce more vislent and 
{ſtrong Effects in the Mind of the Speta- 
tor, and touch the Soul of the Beloved 
with more quick and feeling Compaſſ- 
ons, thin any Love expreſſed in Eaſc 
and Pleature can pretend ro. And lace 
all our F«licity conſiſts in the violence of 
Gods Love, his great and perfect Sence 
of 0. r Beouty and Honour, his full and 
comet cGeltghe and Complacency, all 
(520 1! aftiEteth his Soul with more 
f-clin: 4d render Reſentment, mult be 
| 11 and precii.us to us, becauſe 
{1 US More dear aud pre-1ous to 

him, 


ll 


(ſe 


' more abundantly, by hv+ much the 
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hio, We live io him more cff-Qually, 
and fee] our ſelves rooted 3a his Love, 
3d crowned with hiz Com laccncy 


more his AﬀeGion bleedeth, and his Pt- 
ty(which enbalms Love) is ſtirred up to 
receive us, And theretore it is that St. 
Peter ſaith, We are in Heauineſs for 4 Ts 
ſeaſon through manifold Tempr ations , that * Per. Pp? 
the Trial of our Faith being much more pre- $a 
cious than of Gold that periſheth, though it 
berried with Fare, might be found unto 
Praiſe, and Hynour, and Glory at the Ap- 
bearing of Teſus Chriſt, For as we have 
before obſerved, Love is more effemi- 
natei0 a condition of Repoſe, where all 
s ſweet and eafie to our elves: there can 
beno Fidelity, no Paticnce,no Fortitude, 
no aCtual Sacrificing of all our Content- 
ments and Joyes to our Beloved ; no 
Victory over Death, and Hell, aod the 
Grave; no SzIf denial; no Endearments 
(privgiog from the ſame, no Prelation of . 
our Obje& above our ſ*lves; no loſs of 
Honours, Riches, Liberties,and Lives for 
our Objeds ſake; and the more of this1s 
AtQtually done, the more of Neceflity 
muit be the following Joy of Glory, 
And for this Cauſe doth St, Peter further 
Dd 2 exhort 
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x Pet. 4. exhort us, Beloved, think it not ſirarg, 

G39 0s Te concerning the fiery Trial which is to try 
yOu, as though ſome itrange thing happened 
unto you : But rejoyce , in as much at Jt 
are Partakers of Chriits Sufferings : that 
when his Glory is revealed, you may be glad 
aljo with exceeding Foy, If ye be repros 
ched for the Name of Chriſt happy are ye, 
for the Spirit of Glory and of God reſiuh 
upon you: on their part be is evil ſpoken of, 
but on your part he is glorified, 

THIS he ſpesketh 1 confeſs of the 
Perſccutions, Impriſonments,and Flames 
of the Martyrs, that were Gods Friends, 
and the Champions of his Truth in the 
World, that in vindication of his Glory 
endured the Brunt, and received all the 
Arrows of his Enemies in their Bofom: 

_ but no Man has cauſe to be diſcouraged, 
For where the greatneſs of the Cauſe is 
wanting, and the apparent glory of the 
Conſequence unſeen, as for the moſt part 
itisSin all our common and ordinary Af- 
flitions; there to ſubmit to the Will of 
GOD, where there is ſo much Baſcnels 
as in Poverty: 1o Sickneſs where there 
1s ſo much Unprofitableneſs , in private 
I ofles anJ Calamities where there 1s {0 


muca Opoſcurity ; meerly becauſe It 
GOD» 


e 
t 
- 


— 
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GODS pleaſure, and becauſe in o- 
ther things he hath iofinitely obliged us, 
2nd prepared infinite and eternal Joyes : 
this hath a peculiar Grace in its nature, 
that io ordinary occurrences makes our 
Patience more rare and extraordina:y, 

THERE are a thouſand thiogs thar 
may be ſaid on this Theme , which for 
brevity | muſt paſs: All [ ſhall obſerve 
further is this, that as'the Scriptures o- 
pen the deſigo of Patjence, aud unvail 
the face of its myſterious Nature,fo doth 
Reaſon ſhew its iovincible height ard 
magnanimity. Patience is a Vertue whoſe 
element is in Miſeries- it owes its being 
to Pains and Calamities ; were there no 
Miſeries there could be no Patience. E- 
vils are its Play-fellows, it feeds upon 
Sorrows,thrives by Diſadvantages, grows 
ch by Poverties, it muſt tieeds ſur. 
mount all Oppolicion, for the more it 
endures the greater i: is, It is imp<ſlible 
for Calawity to hurt Patience : it is 
made perfe& by Suff-riogs. The more 
Patient a man) is, his Patieace 1s the prea- 
tzr: ard the greater his Patience 1s, the 
more {trong and mighty his Soul is, No- 
thing can quell him, or diſcourzge, or 
overcome him, that is compleat 10 Pa't- 
Dd 3 Lice, 
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ence. Fe dareth all thiogs, becauſe he 
can endure therm. All his Martial and 
Heroical Vertues are koit together in 
Patience. Fortitude itſelf cannot win 
the field without it. The moſt valiant 
Souldier is but uſeleſs if he cannot en: 
dure Hunger apd Cold, and Heat and 
Rain, the Incommodities of a March, 
and lying on the Ground, VVhile he 
that eodurcs all things marches on, and 
gets into the Field where Fidelity, Love, 
and Loyalty are tried, and cannot be 
hindered from the full and perfeR exer. 
Ciſe of all theſe, becauſe he can bear any 
thing that is Evil, he can do any thing 
that is Gocd : He will fight the good 
Hght with alacrity, and at Jaſt wolt cer- 


_ tainly attain the Crown ef Righteouſ 
nels, and the Kings favour, 


CHAP. 
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The Cauſe of Meekneſs is I.ove, It reſpects | 
the future beauty and perfeition of its 
Obje®. It is the moſt ſuprrnatural of 
all the Vertues (The Reaſons and Groun4s 
of this Vertu? in the eſtate of Grace and 
Miſery, Its manifold Fffeds and Ex- 
cellencies, Of the Meekneſs of Moles 
and Joſeph. 


\ { EEKNESS is a Vertue of the Third 
1VJ eſtate, as well as Patience. Pa- 
tience regards Calamities , Meckne!s 
VVroogs, The Ivjuries that we recetve 
from others are its proper Objects, It 
priogs from Love, and tends to its Con» 
tinuance and Preſervation. It - hath 
ſomething peculiar id its nature, becauſe 
tgives [mmutability to Goodneſs, and 
makes our VVorth not to depend on 
other Mens Deſerviogs, but our own 
Reſolutions, It is fed by Charity, and 
like a grateful Off ſpring of a Pare::t fo 
amiable, helps 1a its greateſt extremity 
tO preſerve 1c from Its extinction. For 
all Love by Nature dies into Diſtaſte, 
Dd 4 when 
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when its Obje@ hath offended : becauſe 
Approbation which is the fuſt ſtep to F- 
ſteem, and Eſteem it {elf which is a de- 
oree to Love, have pO other ObzeR but 
ſomething that is Amiable an fit tobe 
beloved, And dgain every thing that is 
diveſted of all its excellence,is commen, 
if not odious; 5nd loft to our Aﬀecion, 
till Meckneſs comes in to reſcue aad ſave 
both our Love and 1t from its Gſm} 
Period. Its End is the Recovery && 
what has offended, Hope and Pofiibility 
are the fourdation of its exerciſe, Pru- 
dence is the Guide by which it is con- 
dufted to the fatisfaCtion of our delte 
1n the reſtitution of Amity between uy 

ard our Adverſary, \ 
WHERE there 1s no hope that the 
Beauty of what we Jove may be regaio- 
ed, Meekneſs hath loſt its Vertze, and 
with that its Exiſtence, Forif it be im- 
poſſible that ap evil Perſon ſhould ever 
be reclaimed, It is to no purpole tobe 
Meek. Hz that can never be delight- 
ful more, is utterly uſeleſs: Mezknels 
therefore which derives its (olidity and 
Power from its End, is io fuch caſes 
1:teriy abuliſhed. For this cauſe It is 
that weare to eſteem our S2vicurs Blood 
(1:0 
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the ground on which it ſtands : fince all 


Nature without his Incarnation, Death, 


20d Paſſion, could never reſtore a Sin- 


er to the poſſibility of becoming Juſt 


and Arviable, This Vertue of Mecknoeſs 
reſpes the future beauty and perfecti- 
on of an Object that is now deformed ; 
It muſt needs be of tranſcendent excel-- 
lency, (ince the practice of Meckneſs is 
2cquired by the price of our Saviours 
Blood, and the firſt ſtep to its exerciſe 
did colt the death of the Eternal 

GOD. | 
IT is a tranſcendent Vertue, becauſe 
the Means of introducing it are wholy 
Superoatural. It carries us above all the 
Rules of Nature, above all the Principles 
of Reaſon, and in that is Supernatural. 
For by Nature we are to be Juſt 20d 
Good towards all that are I:nocent, and 
kind to all thoſe to whom Kindneſs 1s 
due: butit is not by Natrre either juſt 
or rational that we ſhould love zny Crez- 
ture that 1s Evil: and how GOD came 
to do it firſt is an 1ofivite VVonder.. 
Though now fince he hath firſt loved us 
who are fo vile, nothing is more natural 
than that we ſhould do as we are done 
unto, imitate him, and Jove thoſe whom 
our 
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our Creatour loyeth : With Pity and Be. 
nevolence at firſt, that we may hereafter 


do it, with full Complacency. 
That Humane Nature 1s infinitely ex. 


_ -a]ted by the Incarnation of the Son of 


GOD is confeſſed by all thoſe, thatbe- 
lieve the Article of our Saviours lncar- 
nation : that the Earth how baſe ſoeyer 


it ſeem is the Bride of Heaven, its own 


quiet , and the embraces of the Skies, 
that make it the Centre of all their Re. 
volutions , ſufficicatly d=monſtrate ; 
though few have obſerved that the Sun, 
and Moon, and Stars dance attendance 
toit, and cheriſh it with their Influences, 
while the Ezrthly Globe is crowned with 
the fruits of all their ſecret Endeavours: 
That the Angels deſire to look down 
into thoſe things which are done upon 
Earth, the very Scriptures witneſs; and 


yet for all this, it would ſeem a New 


Dodtrine, to aftirm,that there are Works 
done here upon Earth, that are by Na- 
ture above the Heavens. Yet all the O- 
perations of the Holy Ghoſt, and all the 
Good Works of Holy Men, eſpecially 
the Meckneſs and Patience of the Saints, 
which are founded on the greateſt Mira- 
cle in all Eternity, the Love of GOD to 

| Sinners, 
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Fianers, and his ſtupendious Humiliation 


zod Paſſion for them, are ſet upon a 
higher Baſis than all Nature, except that 
of the Deity, can afford unto us, Which 
Note I make for our greater encourage» 
nent to the works of Meekneſs. They 
are all in Nature like the effe&ts of our 
Saviours Love to the greateſt Oftendors, 
Reaſon it ſelf is now exalted above all 
its former heights, and there is reafos 
fiace our Saviours Death for the doiog of 
that which no reaſon, before he deſigned 
to forgive, and Die for us, could lead us 
to do, 

THAT GOD through the greatneſs 
of his Love may condeſcend to ſuch In- 
digoities as are iofivitely unworthy of 
hin, we ſee by the Examples of Kings 
and Queens, and other high and delicate 
Perſonages, that ſuffer their Children to 


play with their Beards , and the Treſſes 


of their Hair ; which other Perſons 
dare not ſo much as- approach, for the 
Reverence of their Majeſty. I have 
oftentimes admired at the mean Offices 
to which Parents ſtoop, and the familiar 
boldneſs they permit to their little ones, 


. koplay with their Scepters, and Crowns, 


and Eyes, and Lips, with their Breaſts 
and 
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and Jewels, and ſometimes to pinch and 
hurt, oay and to defile them too, being 
unmiadful of their State, and far from 
all Anger and Indiguation. But the free 
Pardon, and deſire of the Return of yi- 
cions and debauched Chiidten, is a near. 
er ipſtance and reſemblance of GOD, in 
his gracious Diſpenſations, who ſuffers 
all Nature ſti] to attend us, though we 
continually prophave his Name+, and in- 
jure his eternal! Goodueſs by our mani- 
fold Tranſgreffi9os. 
T HIS Example of GOD, who died 
for Sinners, in the Perſon of his Sonzand 
prayed for his Tormentors , in the very 
Af of their Cruelty and Rage againſt 
him, ſhuuld prevail with us to eſteem 
all thoſe whom he owneth tor his Chil- 
dren, as our own Bowels, and to be as 
Meek and Condeſcendipg to all Man- 
kind, as Parents are to their Children. 
The Reaſons of which Duty are thus 
varioul]ly offered t8 our Confiderati- 
ON. 
TO labour after thoſe Principles only 
that eſtabliſh our repoſe in the eſtate of 
Bliſs and Ionocency , is utterly impertt- 
nent to our preſent Condition, — 


Were 
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Were all the World a Paradice of Eaſe 
'Twere eaſie then to live in Peace. 
Were all men Wiſe, Divine, and Innocent, 
Fuſt, Holy, Peaceful, and Coment, 
Kind, Loving. True, and alwaies Good, 
As in the Golden- Age they flood ; 
'Twere eafie then to live 
In all Delight and Glory, full of Lowe, 
Bleft 4s the Angels ure above, 


But we ſuch Principles muſt now attain, 
(If we true Bleſſedneſs would gain ) 
Ar thoſe are, which will help to make us reign 
Over Diſorders, Injuries, 
Ingratitudes, Calamities, 
Afronts, Oppreſſeons, Slanders, Wrongs, 
Lies, Angers, bitter Tongues, 
The reach of Malice muſt ſur mount, and quell 
The very Rage, and Power of Hell. 


NO Man but he that came down from 
Heaven, and gave his Apoſtles power to 
handle Vipers, and drink 'avy deadly 
thiog without harm, was able to reveal 
the way of Peace and Fclicity to S1iners, 
He, and only he that made them able to 
trample Satan under feet, and taught 
them how to vanqui'ſh all the Powers * 
Daik- 
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Darkneſs, was worthy to make know; 
this glorious myſtery of Patience and 
Meckneſs, by which in deſpite of all 
the Corruptions and Violences in the 
World, . the holy Soul of a quiet Man i; 
armed and prepared forall Aſſaults, and 
ſoiovironed with its own repole , thatin 
the midſt of Provocations it is undiftur- 
bed, and dwells as it were in a SanQu- 
ary of Peace within it ſelf, io a Paradice 
of Bliſs, while 1t 15 ſurrounded with the 
howlipgs of a terrible Wilderneſs. No 
thiog-elſe can make us live happily in 
thisWorld, for among ſo many Cauſes 
of Anger and Diſtaſte, no man can live 
well, but he that carries about hin 
perpetual Antidotes and Vifories. 
THERE are two'things abſolutely 
neceflary to Felicity , outward Secarity, 
and inward Contertmeut. Meeckneſs is 
as it were the Buiwark of Security, which 
though it be asſoft as Pool, is able with 
more ſucceſs to repel the violence of 34 
Cannon-Bullet, than the rough temper 
of -a Stone-IWVal, Comtentment ſprings 


from the ſatisfaction of Deſire in the ſight 


and fruicion of all Treaſures and Glories: 
And as the Sun is ſurrounded with its 


.own Light, the felicity of the Eojoy- 
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ment becomes its own fortreſs and fecu- 
rity, For he that is throughly Happy, 
hzs ſo much work todo inContemplation 
od Thaoksgiving, that he cannot have 
while to be concerced with other mens 
diſorders , he loves his Employment too 
well to be diſturbed, and will notallow 
himſelf the thoughts of Revenge or An- 
er. 

, IN two thivgs Meckneſs is greatly 
profitable to a Mans ſelf, Poſſe/ſzox and 
Trixwph, He that permits the Tumule 
of the World to enter into his Soul, and 
ſuffers the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt to 
be defiled with Rage and Anger , makes 
It an #rfit habitation for the Bleſſed Spt- 
rit, Doves will not dwell ion Pigeons 
Houſes diſturbed , or haunted with Ver- 
min; nor can Felicity be enjoyed but 
by ſerene and quiet Thoughts that are 
full of tranquillity. For where Envying 
and Strife ts , there is Confuſion and every 
evil Work. But the Wiſdom that is from: 
above is fi: ſt pure,then peaceable, gentle and 
eaſie to be intreated, full of Mercy and good 
Fruits, And the fruit of Righteouſneſs is 
jown in Peace of them that make Peace. 
Which muſt ot neceſſity precede fruit 
00, as Triumph followeth, 

WERE 
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WERE I for my life to interpret that 
Text of our Saviour , The Meek ſhall is. 
berit the Earth, I (hould in the firlt place 
ſay, that every Knowing mati may eq. 


- Joy the beauty and glory of the whole 


World , and by ſweet Contemplations 
delight in all the abundance of Tres. 
ſures and pleaſant Varieties that are here 
upon Earth, eſpecially ſince by the Or. 
dinance of Nature all men are to be hi; 
peculiar Treaſures. This he might do, 
I fay, did all men love him, and fill the 


World with Glory and Vertue. But 


ſince all is confounded by their pervetrſc- 
neſs and diſorder, his Fruition is utterly 
loſt, unleſs he will forgive all Injuries, 
and by the vertue of Meckneſs maintain 
the quiet of his own Soul in the midl(t of 
their diſtempers, The Meek man is not 


fretted nor difturbed, but may enjoy all 


Still: and the unſpeakable Joy which 
all the Glories of Gods Kingdom do at- 


*ford him , ſhall make him more week, 


and able alſo to pacific, and rule, and 
heal the minds of his Enemies, and even 
by the love of Sioners to recover his 
Right, and ancient Fruitions. 


TO 
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TO beableto live at quiet, and enjoy 
the felictty of Heaven and Earth, not- 
withſtanding all the attempts of our E- 
nemies, makes them mad when they ſee 
they cannot fret us, and fo by Confe. 
quence a greater Revenge is ſeated in 
Meekneſs than in Revenge it ſelf. For 
our Repoſe is their puniſhment and tor-. 
ment that hate us, Their vexation falleth 
on their own head , when they ſee they 
mils of their aim, and cannot molelſt us : 
but it is a joy to fee our ſelves ſeated in - 
a throne of Repoſe, clean out of their 
reach; it breeds a kind of triumph and 
ovation in the Sou!. The ſecret Conſci- 
ence of its own Power is a glory and 
atisfaftion unimaginable. 

HE that maſters his own Paſſion is 
maſter of anothers mans, and ſeldom 
falls into thoſe Broils and Inconveniens 
cies that are the deſtruction of ungover» 
ved and haſty Spirits. Which made Solo* 
mon to lay, He that is ſlow to Anger is bet- 
ter than the Mighty, and be that ruleth 
his Spirit , than be that taketh a Ct- 
ty. 

HE that troubleth his own houſe ſhail 
mverit the IVind:; he thit is nice and 
exq1ifite in exztting all Faults (hill ne- 
© © vcr 
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ver be beloved. They are difobliging, 
avgry, teſty men that are hated; and 
the Reverglu] that do frequently fall 
into miſchief, But to be kind to the Un- 
thavkful and the Evil, and to deal with 
all men better than they deſerve, is the 
way to be beloved by the worſt of men, 
and admired by the beſt. 

MEEKNESS is the retreat of Good- 
neſs, and the only force 1n the rear of 
Liberality. He that does one Injury 
after forty Kindneſſes, blots cut the me. 
mory of all his Courtelies ; and he that 
revenges an Injury ſcems to do one, For 
he that did the Wrong , ſeems innocent 
to himſelf, becauſe he felt it not; and 
ſeeming 1nnoceut takes the Revenge as 
an undeſerved Injury, and is Joſt for 
ever. Now ſome Injuries we muſt ex- 

& from our beſt Friends, which are 
alwates loſt for want of Meckneſs, So 
are all the Benefics we do, unleſs we will 
forgive as well as give, But ao Injury 
forgiven is forgotten by him that did it, 
and the Friendſhip contioues at the ex- 
pence, and to the honour and comfort 
of the Pardoner, as if no Offence had 
ever been committed : Nay if afterwards 


he comes to ſcethe Candor of his abuſed 
Friend, 
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Friend, he that did the Injury loves him 
better than before, becauſe he pardoned 
the Wrong. 

MEEKNESS as it preſerves Friend- 
ſhip between zwo , makes Goodneſs in» 
vincible and unalterable in ome. He ſhall 
not be good long whoſe Goodneſs de- 
pendeth on others Merits. He Is a 
miſerable weak man, that is of an Ex- 
ceptious humor ; he is a trouble to his 
own fleſh, and ſubject to the power of 
every Waſp, whether he ſhall be good 
orno, He 1s quickly ſtopt in his Carer 
of Vertue, and eaſily turned out of the 
way, that is apt to be infected with ano- 
thers Malice, He carries no Antidotes 
about him, and for want of a Preſerva- 
tive, is in danger of the Contagion, 
Meekneſs is a means of the health of the 
Soul: a Paſſionate man being all over 


fore, is covered with hot and angry Boils, 


which cannot be rouched. 
IT preventeth much miſchief in Fa- 


milies. An occaſion of Anger is like a 


ſparkof Fire, itis of great Conſequence 
where it falleth, If it falls into barrels 
of Gunpowder, it blows up the World ; 
if into green Wood or watery places, it 
does no harm, Penitent Tears. and the 
Wo '  ver- 
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verdure of Humility prevent ſuch flames, 
and extinguiſh the quarrel. If Wild-fire 
be throwo, I will put it out with my foot, 
and not by throwing it back, give my 
Enemy the advantage of retorting it up- 
on me, A ſoft Anſwer pacifieth much 
Iwrath , but virulent Speeches are a fire- 
ball toſſed to and fro, of them that 
love Death, 

BY Revenge a man at beſt can but 
preſerve himſelf, by killing his Enemy; 
but Meekneſs well managed , deſtroys 
the Enmity, preſerves the Perſon, and 
turns the Enemy into an excellent 
Friend. 

MEEKNESS 1s not the way to Peace, 
and Repoſe, and Vidtory only , but to 
Honour and Glory, As it is the ſtreogth, 
it is the Glory of a man to paſs over « 
Tranſpreſſuon : He that is lightly angered 
Is quickly loſt, and a fickle Friend is not 
worth a farthiong. A ſtraw and a feather 
ſhall forfeit all the Obligations ia the 
World, in ſome Tempers. Nay he that 
is Revengtul, is a dangerous Perſon: 
and with an Angry man thou ſhalt not go* 
He has the Plague upori him and 1s pro- 
bibited Company. All this is diſhogou- 


rable, But a man that is a reſolved and 
_ ſtable 
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table Friend , that cannot be alter'd, 
that will not change, though he be 
wronged, but forgive, and pity, and 
continue to ſerve and love his Friend, 
though he ſhews him ſome dirty Tricks ; 
hethat will ſurmount all by inviacibie 
Kindneſs, he is a ſolid and weighty 
Friend, a rare Treaſure, and exceeding 
precious. Neither my Errors nor Miſ- 
fortunes are able. to change him that 
loveth me purely becauſe he will love 
me. When his Excellency is found out,he 
will more highly be eſteemed, not only 
by his Friend, but by all that ſee him,and 
note his Fidelity. 

INJURIES well forgiven are the 


higheſt Obligations in the World : eſpe- 
| cially if a man has been fnjured after 


many Bencfits, A Friend that will fo 
oblige, is more to be preterred than the 
Gold of Opbir. 

MEEANESS brings a man into reſpect 
with his Servants, and into power with 
his Neighbours. Amnger refteth in the bo- 
ſom of Fools, but Meeknefs hath alwaie; 
this advantage, it is attended with Wit- 
dom, and other Vertues, as Goodnel; 
and Courage, A man that is prudent 
In Attiirs, ard z:alous of Good Wo: ks: 
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_ faithful in retaiving Secrets, and (o full 
of Love, that he is prone to do all man- 
ner of Good with induſtry, and is cou- 
ragious to expoſe himſelf to any Ha 
zard, for the benefit of his Neighbours, 
{ball keep his Servants in awe, and yet be 
beloved of them: He [hal] be able todo 
among his Neighbours what he pleaſeth: 
He ſhall wheo known wel!, become the 
Father of all their Families, they will en- 
truſt their Wives and Children in his 
hands, as I have often experienced; 
cheir Gold, their Bonds.,their Souls, their 
Afﬀairs, their Lives, their Secrets, Houſes, 
Liberties, and Lands; and be glad of 
ſuch a Friend 1n whom to be fafe, and by 
whom to be aſſiſted, - But thotgh you 
have all the Vertues in the World, the 
way to the uſe of them 1s blockt up 
without Meekneſs : for your Neighbours 
are few of them Wiſe, or Good ; and if 
you will be provoked by Injuries, you 
will upon Art occaſions fo diltaſte 
them, that they will never truſt you, 
 Youwill look as like a Trifle, a Knave, 
. or a Fool, as one of them; and be 3s 
very a Mad man, He that will not do 
pood but to deſerving Pcifons, ſhail find 
very few to do good tc. For he ſhall 

Gut 
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not be acquainted with Good men, and 
from doing good to others he excludes 
himſelf, But if all his ather Vertues are * 
beautified by Meekneſs, ſuch a man will 
be like an Angel, and live above all his 
Neighbours, as if he were in Heaver, 
& that Meckneſs 1s his real exaltatior, 
And this made our Saviour to cull out 
that Bleſticg for the Meek , The ek 

all inherit the Earth. Even here upon 
Earth the Meek ate they that are moſt 
bleſſed. - 

TO do good to an innocent Perſon 
is Bumace, but to be kind and bountiful 
toa man, after hehas been [ojurious, is 
Divice, Phbilanthus gave Laws and Coun- 
tries tothe Parthenians, and was dif- 
graced and baniſhed : But he did them 
good after the Injury, and was made 
their God, as Juſtine recorderh, 

THE very. nature of the Work en> 
courageth us to its exerciſe , becauſe it 
is GO D-like, and truly Bleſſed. Bur 
there are many other Conſiderations mo« 


V:Ng us unto it, 


Man- 
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Mankind is fick,, the World diſtemper'd lies, 
Oppreſt with Sin; and Miſeries. 

Their Sins are Woes ;, a long corrupted Train | 
Of Poyſun, drawn from Adam's vein, 
Stains all bis Seed, and al, his Kin 
Are one Diſeaſe of Life within. 

They all torment themſelves ! 

The World's one Bedlam, or a greater Cave 

Of Mad-men, that do alwaies rave. 


The Wiſe and Good like kind Phyſicians are, 
That flrive to heal them by their Care. 
Tie; Phyſrek, and their Learning calmly aſe, 
Aliteugh the Patient them abuſe. 
For ſirce the Sickneſs i: (they find) 
A fad Diſtemper of the Mind 3 
All railings they impute, 
All Injuries, unto the ſore Diſeaſe, 
Thiy are expreſly come to eaſe ! 


1f we would tothe Worlds diſiemper'd Mind 
Impute the Rage which there we find, 
we might, even inthe midſt of all our Foes, 
Enjoy and feel a ſweet Repoſe. 
A1ght pity all the Grief we ſee, 
Anointing every Malady 
With preciow Ozt and Balm ; 
Ana while onr jelves are Calm, our Art improve 
a. riſene them, and ſhew out Lowe, — 
| Ext 
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3nt let's mot fondly our own ſelves beguile ; 
If we Rewile 'canſe they Revile, 

Our ſelves infeBed with their ſore Diſeaſe, 
Need others Helps to grve us eaſe, 
For we more Mad then they remain, 
Need to be cut. and need a Chain 

Far more than they, Our Brain 

I: craz 4, and if we put our Wit to theirs, 

We may be juſily madetherr Heirs. 


But while with open eyes we clearly ſee 
The brightneſs of his Majeſty 5 
While all the World, by Sin to Satan ſold, 
In daily Wickedneſs grow: old, 
Men in Chains of Darkneſs lye, 
In Bondage and Iniquity, 
And pierce and grieve themſelves ! 
The diſmal Woes wherern they crawl, enhance 
The Peace of our Inheritance. 


IVe wonder #0 behold our ſelves ſo nigh 
To ſo much Sin and Miſery, 

And yet 10 ſee our ſelves ſo ſafe from harm ! 
IVhat Amulet, what hidden Charm 
Could fortifie and raiſe the Soul 
So far above them; and controul 

Such fierce Alalignity / | 

1% brightneſs and the glory which we ſee 

li made a greater Myitery. 
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"And while we feel bow much our G O D doth love 
The Peace of Sinners, how much move, 
And ſue, and thirſt, intreat, lament and grieve, 
For all the Crimes in which they live, 
And ſeek and wait, and call again, 
And long to [ave them from the pain 
of Sin, fromalltheir Woe | ; 
With greater thirſt, as well as grief we try, 
How to relieve their Miſery. 


The life and ſplendour of Felicity, 

Whoſe floods ſo over flowing be, 

The ſtreams of Joy which round about his Throng, 
Enrich and fill each Ho'y One, 
Are ſo abundant. that we can 
Spare all, even dll to any Man! 

And have it all our ſelves /! 

Nay have the more ! We long to wake ther ſee 

The ſweetneſs of Felicity. 


While we contemplate their Diſtreſſes, how, 
Blind Wretches, they in bondage bow, 
And tear and wound themſeluves,and vex and groan, 
And chaſe and fret fo near his Throne, 
And know not what they ail, but the 
Tormerted intheir Miſer 
(Like Mad-men that are blind) 
In works of darkneſs nigh ſuch full Delight : 
That th:y might find and ſee the fiyht, 


What 


i 


0 
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That would we give ! that ins minht likewiſe ſee 
The Glory of bis Majeſty ! 
The joy and fulneſs of that -m_ delight, 
11/bo/e Bleſſednefs us infinite | 
we would even ceaſe to live, to gain 
Them from their miſery and pain, 
And make them with ws reign. 
For they themſelves would be our greateſt Treaſures” \ 
When ſav'd, our own moſt Heavenly Pleas ſures: 


0 boly JESUS who didft for ws die; 

And on the Altar bleeding lie, 
| If Bearing all Torment, pain, reproach and ſhame, 
That we by vertne of the ſame, 
Though enemies to GOD, might be 
Redeem d, and ſet at liberty. 
Ar thou didſi us forgive, 

So meekly let us Love to others ſhew, 

And live in Heaven on Earth below ! 


Let's prize their Souls and let them be our Gems, 
Our Temples and our Diadems, 

Our Brides.our Friends our fellow-Mcmbers, Fycs 
Hands, Hearts and Souls, ourVictoizer, 
Ana 8 ;oils and Trophies, our own Joye: ! 
Com;: ar'd toS.uls all clic arc Toys! 

0 Js &US let them be 
Suck unto us as they are unto thee 
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How will they love ur, when they find our Care 
Brought them all thither where they are! 
when they conceive, what terrour 'tis to dwell 
Irs all the puniſhments of Hell : 
And in a lively manner ſee, 
'0 Chriſt, eternal Foyer iz thee / 
How will they all delight 
| Inpraiſing thee for us, with all their might, 
How ſweet a Grace, how infinite / 


WHEN we underſtand the perfeQion 
of the Luve of GOD, the excellenc 
of immortal Soils , the price and value 
of our Savionrs Blood, the miſery of Sin, 
and the malady of diſtemper'd Nature, 
the danger 01 Hell, and the Joyes of 
which our foreſt Enemies are capable, 
the Obligations that lie on our ſelyes, 
and the peace and bleſſedneſs of o ſweet 
a Duty, Compaſſion it ſelf will melt 
us into Meekneſs, aud the wiſdom of 
knowing theſe great things will makeit 
as natural to us as Enjoyment it ſelf, a 
ſweet and eafje.as it is to live and breath, 
Ic will ſeem the harſheſt and moſt uv 
natural thing in the World to {orbear fo 


fair, ſo juſt, ſo reaſonable , Yo divine? 


Duty, 


NOR 
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NOR is it a ſmall comfort, that the 
more vile our Enemies are, the more 
price and Juſtre 1s ſet upon our Ations, 
Our Goodneſs is made by their Evil, the 
more eminent and conſpicuous : we im- 
prove their Injuries and turn them into 
Benefits, we makea Vertue of Neceſlity, 
and turn their Yices into Graces, make 
them appear more abominable and vile 
if they continue obſtinate; and the 
greater their Perverſneſs is, the more 
great and honourable is our Vertue, Ic 
was the praiſe of Aſes, that the Man 
Mojes was the Meekeſt man upon all the 
Earth, yet one paſſionate expreſſion loſt 
him ſo much in the eſteemof GOD, 
that it hiodered his -entrance into the 
Land of Canaan, How great an In- 
ſtrument he was nevertheleſs 1n the 
Condu@ and Felicity of the Jews, and 
how much he profited the whole Nation 
by his Meekneſs Sacred ſtory does re- 
cord, How Foſeph alſo dealt with his 
Brethren, how he ſaved all the Family 
of Tſrael in the Root by his Meekneſs,. 
and by Mecknel(s purchaſed an everla- 
[tiog Name of Glory and Renown, all. 


_ Chriſtian Ages and Natians underſtand , 


Where his Praiſes are ceiebraied to this 
d3y ? 
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day : And the benefit thereof is ſpreqz 
gbroad, and propagated throughout x} 
Generations tor evermore, 4 


CHAP. XXVI. R 


Humility is the baſis of all Vertne and Fe Wit 
licity, in all Eftates , and for everto(t 
exerciſed, As Pride does alienate the 
Soul from GOD, Humility unites it t 
him 18 Adoration and Amity, It make 
infinite Bleſſedneſs infinitely greater, it 
agreeable to the Trath of our Condition, 
and leads us through a dark and myſteri 
049 way toGlory, 


EEKNESS reſpeReth others faults; 
Humility and Penitence our own. 

But Humility is more large than Peni- 
' tence, and isa diſtin Aﬀection of anc- 
ther nature. Penitence is an exerciſe of 
the Aﬀection of Sorrow, and that only 
for Sio. Humility is an acknowledg- i * 
ment of all our Vileneſs; it reſpects our 
Original out of nothing as well as our ih 
Guilt, our Weakaeſs and Unworthinehs, I 
our 
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our dependance upon anothers Will, our 
Debt and Obligation, the duty of Obe- 
dience and Allegiance which we owe, 
and all the naked Truth of our Condi- 
tion. It confeſſeth our homage ,. and is 
ſeofible of our Smallneſs and Subjettion, 
All that a man hath received it diſtin- 
guiſheth from what he 1s of himſelf: 
And its Fruits or EffeQs are ſuitable ro 
its Nature. It is the Vertue by which 
we think baſely of our ſelves, and be- 
have our ſelves in a lowly and ſubmiſhve 
manner, It makes us foſt and pliant as 
Wax, ſuſceptible of any form that ſhall 
be impoſed on us by our BenefaGour,and 
prone to Gratitude. [t 1s accompanied 
witha high and mighty ſence of Bene- 
fits received, and made Noble by the 
honour which 1t inclines us to:returp to 
GOD and Man for all the goodneſs 
which they ſhew unto us. It is of incom- 
parable uſe 10 our Felicity, becauſe it 
magnifies our eſteem of all our happineſs 
and glory. 

[T is not through Ignorance, or want 
of good Will , that we ſpeak nothing of 
Vices, the woful deformity of which be- 
!ng expoſed to view, near the excellence 


of Vertue, would put a greater luſtre on 
a!l 
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all their brightnefs: but the abundane 
of matter which Vertue 1t ſelf- doth af. 
ford, forbids us to waſte our Time-and 
Paper io the deſcription of their Contre- 
ries. The glory of their nature being 
fo full and perfed io it felf, that it need. 
eth not the aid of thoſe additional Art, 
which labour to ſet off the dignity i 
imperfe& things by borrowed Commer. 
dations. And beſides this, the miſchief 
and inconveniency of every Vice is { 

reat and manifold, that it would re 
quire a diſtin&t aud 1ntire Volume to 
unfold the deformity of their deſtruQire 
vature, ſo fully as their baſeneſs and de 
merit requires, It is ſufficient therefore 
here to obſerve,that Pride is of all other 
- things molt odious to GOD; becauſe it 
puffeth up the Soul with Self-conceit , is 
forgetful of its Original, void of all 
Gratitude, and prone to Rebellion. |: 
It not an odious and abominable thing, 
for a Creature that is nothiog in hicſelt 


to flie 1o his Creators face, and to uſurp 


a dominion over it ſelf to the apparent 
wrong of its Soveraign Lord , to rob its 
BenefaCctor of all the glory of his boun- 
ty,to renounce and deny all dependance 
on him, and to forſwear its homage and 


allcgi 
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allegiance , to aſcribe all its Glories to 
it ſelf, aod abhor 31l ſence of honour and 
gratitude, to look upen it ſelf as the ſole 
origioal and author of all its Greatneſs, 


and to be dszlcd ſo with the brightneſs 


of its condition, as to forget the true. 


fountain of it, the goodneſs and the love 
of him that firſt raiſed him to all that 
Tresſure and Dominion: to dote.on its 
own Perfe tions without any reflexion 
on the Bounty of him that gave them! 
All this is to aCt a Lie, and to be guilty of 
apparent Fa:ſhood : It is as full of Fraud 
and Tnjuſtice as is poſlible : and as full 
of Folly as it 1s of Tmpiety. For Pride 
aimeth at the utmoſt height of Eſteem 
and Honour ; ard is fed by its own beau- 
ty and glory : yet fooliſhly undermineth 
and blaſteth the Perſon it would advange 
with the greateſt baſeneſs and ſhame 1- 
maginable, it devours the Beauty which 
ought to feed it, and deſtrotes the Glo- 
ry in which it delighteth The higher, 
the greater, the more perfetly glorious 
and blefled the Perſon is that is exalted, 
his Ingratitude ( which is the dregs of 
Baſeneſs) is the more black and horrid, 


_ 2nd provckes the greater deteſtation, 


[t forfeits and renounces all the Delight 
r4 which 
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which the gocdneſs of its Lord and Be- 
nefaqor affordeth, it cuts off the Soy] 
like a branch from the root that gaveit 
liſe and verdure, it tends all to diviſion, 
alienation and enmity, it turns that Com: 


placency, which is its qnly bliſs, into 


wrath and indignation: And whereas it 


_ delights in nothiog more than appearing 


highly amiable in the eyes of all SpeQs- 
tors,it falleth into contempt and extream 
diſgrace before allthe Creatures in Hea- 
ven and Earth, that look upon it, and 
behold its Unworthineſss No Toad has 


ſo much deformity, or poyſon, or malig- 


pity as Pride, 10 its nature. lt is the ruing 
of all that is great, and turns the bright: 
eſt of the Seraphims 1nto the molt abomi- 
nable of Devils, 
NOW 1t Pride be fo pernicious, and 


 beby nature (though a meer Phantaſie) 


ſo de(truftive : what ſhall Humility be 
whichis full of truth and reality! How 
forcible, how divine, how amiable, how 


full of truth , how bright and glorious, 


how ſolid and real, how agreeable toal 


Objects, how void of errour and diſpart 


ty, how juſt and reaſonable, how wiſe 
and holy, how deep, how righteous,how 
good and profitable,how mightily prone 


to 
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Df Humility; 


Man! How agreeable to all its Cauſes 
and Ends, how fic and ſuitable to all the 
circumſtances of Mans Condition! I 
need pot fay more : It bears its own evi 
dence, and carries Cauſes 1n it that will 
zuſtifie our Saviours words, He that hum- 


bleth himſelf ſhall be exalted, He that is 


puffed up has but a counterfeit glory, 
but Huwility is full of ſolid glory, les 
beauty is ſo amiable that there is no end 
of counting its proportions and excel- 
ſencies. Jhe Wiſe man that ſaw into 
the oature of all things very clearly, ſaid 
lopg before our Saviour was born, Pride 
goeth before a fall, but before Honour is Hu- 
mility, He that exalteth himſelf muſt 
reeds be humbled, becauſe the Colours 
are envenomed wherewith he -painteth 
his face , which in a little time is diſcer- 
ned, and at the very firſt inſtant the 
TOY begias to tura into a Can- 
er. 
THE Amiableneſs of Humility ap* 
peareth by its Exce/lency; on theſe twa 
the greatneſs of its beauty and ſucceſs is 
founded, It is ſo agreeable to all the 
principles of Nature, and Grace, and 
Glory, toall the deſires of Angels and 
Ff 2 Men, 


_ 
toexalt us In the eſteem of GOD and © 


we "508 


Df Humility, 
Men, to all the deſigns of GOD himſelf 
and to all the intereſts and concerns of 
the Sou! , that it cannot but be the mc 
advantagious Vertue ln the vvhole 
World: Ir is ſtrange that a man ſhould 
look with the ſame Eye upon two Oh- 
jets fo iifinitely diſtant and different 
from each other, But at the ſame time 
he ſeeth GOD and Nothing, Heaven and 
Earth , eternal Love and Duſt to be his 


Original, Self-love and Juſtice, Wif- 


dom and Goodneſs, Joy and Gratitude 
bave the ſame Objects, but look upon 
them ina ſeveral manner : and are very 
differently affected with therm, Hun 
lity regards all Objetts high and loy, 
Good and Evil : but with a pecullar re- 
mark and notice of its own. It takes them 
in in another light, and diſfcerns them all 
with another kind of ſence. Ic is io ſome 
manner the taſte of the Soul. Thet! 
Truth appeareth to the eye of Know: 
ledge, their Goodneſs is apprebended 
by the>.52 of Love, the perfe&ion of 
their ſcrviceableneſs to the moſt perfed 
End is diſcerned by Wiſdorn, the benctit 
which all SpeRators receive is the delight 
of Goodneſs, the incomprehenſible 


Cepth znd myſterious intricacy of their 
frame 
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Fame and nature is the peculiar Obje&t 
of our Wonder and Curiolity : they 
help our Faith as they ſhew a Deity, avd 
the truth of all-Religion and Bleſſedneſs, 
As they are the gitts of GOD they are 
the provocations of Gratitude, and as 
they are aggravations of Sio they are 
reſpected by Repentance, As they are 
the means of our Glory, and our proper 
Treaſures, they are the Objects of Con» 
” B teotment; but Humility looks upon them 
F K iocclation to its Unworthineſs, compares 
© B themwith it felf and its own deſerts, and 
" admires the diſproportion that is be- 
) BE tween them. It uſeth them all as grounds 
" if of a deeper and profounder Lowneſs in 
' If the eſteem which ic ought to have of it 
" i ſelf, and as the incentives to Love and 
Gratitude; which it pales in the depth of 
" amore profound Acknuwledgment and 

Adoration, a 
THIS habit or afieQion of the Souls 
not inconſiſtent with its Joy and Glory 
(as by ſome fooliſh people, that are by 
Ignorance and Errors far from GOD, is 
generally ſuppoſed ) but highly condu- 
cive and ſubſervient to its perfection. It 
gives us the tendereſt and greateſt lence; 
it paſſeth thorow all things , embraceth 
Ft 3 the 
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the Poles, and toucheth all Extreams to- 
gether, The Centre it ſelf is bur the 
middle of its profundity : it hath aNe 
dir beneath it, a lower point in another 
Heaven, on the other ſide oppoſite toity 
Zenith, In its own depth it contaioeth 
all the height of Felicity and Glory,and 
doubles all by a myſtery in Nature, | 
is like a Mirror lying oo the ground with 
Its face upwards: All the height aboye 
increaſeth the depth of its Beauty with: 
io, nay turneth into a new depth, nin 
feriour Heaven 1s in the plaſs it ſelf; #t 
the bottom of which we ſee the Skie, 
though it be not tranſplanted , removed 
thither. Humility 1s the fitteſt Glaſs df 
the Divine Greatneſs, and the fitteſt 
Womb for the conception of all Felici 
ty ; forit hath a double Heaven. [tk 
. the way to full and perfe& Sublimity, 
A man would little thiok, that by firking 
Into the Earth he ſhould come to Hee 
vero, Hedothnot, but is buried , thit 
fixeth and abideth : there. But if he 
pierceth through all the Rocks and Mr 
nerals of the inferiour World , and pab 
ſethon to the end of his Journey 10 4 
ſtrait live downward , in the middle of 
his way he will fiud the Centre of —_ 

| al 
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aod by going downward ſtill begia to 
aſcend, when he is paſt the Centre; 
through many Obſtacles full of groſs and 
ſubterraneous Darkneſs, which ſeem to 
zffright and ſtifle the Soul, he will arrive 
a laſt to a new Light and Glory , raom 
and liberty, breathing-place and fre(h- 
air amobg the Antipodes, and by paſſing 
on ſtill through thoſe inferiour Regions 
that are under his feet, but over the head 
of thoſe that are beneath him, fivally 
come to another Skie, penetrate that, 
and leaving it behind him fiok down in- 
tothe depth of all Immenſity. This he 
cannot do #n his Body, becauſe it is groſs 
and dull, and heavy and confined: but 
by a Thought 10 his Soul he may, be- 
cauſe it is ſubtile, quick, aiery, free, and 
infioite; Nothing can ſtop or exclude 
it, oppreſs or ftifle it. This local de- 
ſcent through all the inferiour Space and 
Immenſity , though it brings us to GOD, 
and his Throne, and another Heaven full 
of Joyes and Angels, on the other fide 
the World; yet is it but a real Emblem 
of the more ſpiritual and mylterious 
flight of Humility io the mind. Weall 
know that the way to Heaven is through 
Death and the Grave, beyond which we 
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come to another Life, in Eternity : by 
bow to accemmodate this to the bufineſy 
of Humility, few underſtand, By this 
Vertue we are inclined to deſpiſe our 
ſelves, *and roleave all the gariſh Orne 


ments of Earthly bliſs, to diveſt ow 


ſelves of the ſplendors of Temporal 
proſperity, and to ſubmit-to all Aﬀiti- 
ons, Contempts and Miſeries,that a good 
Cauſe can bring upon us, In the eyescf 
other nien we are beneath their feet, and 
ſo we are in our own, till we are gonea 
little further : but on the other ſide of 
all this Bzſeneſs , we find a better Life in 
Communion with the Deity, #*Foraſmuch 
then, (a1th St. Peter, as Chriſt bath ſuffered 
for us inthe fleſh, arm your ſelves likewiſe 
with the ſame mind : for be that hath [uf- 
fered in the fl:ſh hath ceaſed from {in : That 
he no longer ſhould live the reſt of his time 
inthe fl. ſh, tothe luſls of Aden , but to tht 
will of GOD. Forthe time paſt of our life 
may ſuſfice us to have wrought the will of 
the Gentiles , when we waiked in Laſcivi 
ou/neſs, Iuſts, Exceſs of Wine, Revellings, 
Bangquetiings, and abowminable Tdolatries; 
wherein they think it ſlirange that ye run 
rot mth them to the ſame exceſs of Riot, 
1hcre i a a:ution from Vice to Vert, 
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and from one degree of Grace to ano- 
ther : by which we leave the phantaſtick 
World, with all its Shews and Gaude- 
ries; avd through many Afiictions and 
Perſecutions, come to the real and ſolid 
World of Bliſs and Glory. 

WHAT hand Humility has in leading 
us through all Aﬀiidtions , and 1n facili- 
tating the way of Preſſure and Calamt- 
ty, I need not obſerve; I ſhall note the 
Errour which men incur, by their Weart- 
neſs and Haſtey who becauſe they do 
not immediately ſee the Bliſs of Humt- 
lity and Patience, if they do not curſe, 
yetthey boggle at all Calamity. Theſe 
men ought to be informed , that the 
middle of the Way is not the place of 
Reſt and Perfetion, They mult paſs 
thorow all theſe: things to the further 
Regions of Clarity and Glory. Men are 
not to ſtick io Calamities themſelves : 
but if Humility lead them to ſuffer all 
Indignitics with Patience, ic muſt lead 
them further to the bottom of their e- 
ſtate and condition 3 to the true light, 
and to the clear and perfed ſight of their 
own Vileneſs: Ion which they fhall ſee 
their Original , their Miſery , their Sin, 
their Glory ; their GOD and ——— 
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their, Bliſs and their Forfeiture, thei 


Recovery and their Saviour, their Hoy 
and Deſpair, their Obligations in the 
height of eternat Love and Bounty, ang 
their ſhame and confuſion in the depth 
of their Apoſtaſic and Iogratitude their 
Infinite demerit , and GODS ivfinite 
Mercy ; the riches of free Grace, and 


their own Unworthineſs: And in all theſe, 


the length, and breadth,and depth,and beg 
of the Love of G O D which paſſeth Know- 
ledge, that they might be filled with allthe 
Fulneſs of GOD. 
HUMILITY makes men capabledf 
all Felicity. All deep Apprehenſtons 
and great Reſentments , all extents and 
diſtances of things, all degrees of Grace 
and Vertue, all Circumſtances that io- 
creaſe the guilt of Sin, all Adorations, 
Proſtrations, Admirations, Debaſements, 
Thankſgivings, Praiſes, Exaltations, are 
founded in Humility. - All the Fulneſsof 


all Eſtates, all Honour and Obedience, | 


all Devotion and Worſhip,all the beauty 
of Innocence, all the deformity of Sin, 
all the danger of Hell, all the coſt of 
our Redemption, all the hatred of our 
Stupidity and Perverſeneſs , all the hope 


of Heaven, all our Penitence and Greet 
| a 
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51 onrFear abd Expectation,all ourLove 
21d all ourJoy are contained influmility; 
there they are expreſſed , thier they are 
exerciſed : There they are enlarged, and 
beautified in like manner: There the 
rowdeep; and ſerious, and mhinite! 
there they become vigorous ahd ftrong 5 
there they ate made ſubſtancial and ertr- 
pal, All the Powers of the Soul re 
employed, extended and mage 'peifet 
in this depth of Abyfles. It 1s the baſk 
ind foundation of all Vertoe 36d Gra> 
, || titude whitfoever. It is ib. ſome Tort the 
very fountain of Life and Felicity it felE 
| For as nothing ts great but In compariſon 
| of kmewbi leſs fo nothitig is ſweet 
but what is New and Eternal. All Life 
conſiſts in Motion and Chanpe: The 
pleaſure of Acquiring is oftentimes as 
preat, and perhaps alwaies greater than 
that of Enjoying, The loop poſſeſſion 
of that which we have alwales had, 
takes away the ſence, and miaketh ns 
dull - Old and Common thiogs are leſs 
eſteemed , unleſs we rub up our Memo- 
ries with ſome helps, to renew them and 
our ſences together. Gifts are alwaies 
ſweeter in the comivg , than in the abi- 
ding with us. And if what FORO 
tas 
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ſome relation to the firſt Acquiſition, 


Df Humility. 


the courſe of nature be of any fore, 
there is no poſſibility of enjoyment, x 
leaft no perfetion 1n fruition, withow 


Old things are apt to grow ſtale, and 
their value to be negleted, by their 
continuance with us. I have noted it 
often in the joy that young Heirs have, 
when they firſt come to their Eſtates, and 
the great felicity which Lovers promiſe 
to themſelves, and taſte alſo when they 
meet together in the Marriage-bed. The 
pleaſures of all which paſs off by de 
grees', not ſolely by reaſon of our dul- 
neſs and ſtupidity , but far more from 
ſecretin the nature of things, For all 
Delight ſprings from the ſatisfaQtion of 
violent Deſire: wheo the deſire is for- 
gotten, the delight is abated. All Plex- 
ſure conſiſts 1n Activity and Motion : 
While the Object ſtands ſtill, it ſeemeth 
dead andidle, The ſeaceof our want 
muſt be quick upon us to make the ſence 
of our enjoyment perfeft, The rapture 
proceeds from the convenience between 
us, the marvellous fitneſs that is i ſuch 
Objects to ſatisfie our Capacities and In- 
clinations. The miſery and vacuity mult 
needs be remembred to make that Cor- 

venience 
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vepience /:ve, and to inſpire a ſence of it 
perpetually into us. The coming of a 
Crown, and the joy of a Kingdomis far 
more quick and powerful in the ſurprize 
20d novelty of the Glory, than in the 
length of its Continuance. We perceive 
it by the delight which Lovers taſte in 
recounting their Adventures, The Na- 
ture of the thing makes the memory of 
their firſt Amours more pleaſant, than the 
l poſſeſſzon of the laſt, There 1s an inſtio& 
that carries us to the beginniog of our 
Lives How do Old men even dote in- 
to laviſh diſcourſes of the beginning of 
their lives? The delight in telling their 
old Stories is as great to themſelves as 
weariſom to others. Even Kiags them- | 
ſelves, would they give themſelves the 
iberty of lookipg back , might enjoy 
their Dominions with double luſtre, and 
ſee and feel their former Reſentments, 
and enrich their preſent Security with 
them, All a mans Life put together con- 
tributes a perfeCtion to every part of it, 
and the Memory of tings paſt is the 
moſt advantagious light of our preſent 
Condition, Now all theſe ſparkles of 
Joy, theſe accidental hints of Nature, 
| ad little raies of Wiſdom, meet together 
in 
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in Humility, For ao Humble man cor- 
deſcepdeth to look into his Wants, t, 
refle&ypon all his Vices, and all his Be. 
ginniogs, with far deeper deſigns than j 
ordioarily done. 
WE recopnt theſe ordinary diſcove- 
ries of the inclination of Nature,becauk 
Humility is (if 1 may fo ſpeak ) the 
| Rendezvous of their perfeRion, Allthe 
ſtirriogs of Grace and Nature, all the 
as of GOD and the Soul, all his Coo- 
deſceoſions, and beginnings to adyance 
us, all his Gifts at their firſt coming, all 
the depths and changes of our Condi- 
. tion, all our Deſires,all our primitive and 
virgio Joyes, the whole ſtory of ou 
Creation, and Life, and Fall, and Re- 
demption, 1n all the newneſs of its firſt 
appearance, all our Wants and Danger, 
Exigencies and Extremities, all our $ 
tisfaRtions and Delights are preſent toge- 
ther in our Humility z apd are fo iuk- 
nitely near and preſent thereunto, fo 
ſweet and vigorous in their mixture , ſo 
ſtrangely powertul in their influence , 
that they inſpire our Hearts, enter our 
Thoughts, and incorporate with our 
Souls, abd are as near and {weet , as our 


preſent condition, be it never lo blciled: 


f 


All 
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00 M8 All put eogether 1s far more fweet than 
to MW cur preſent Condition, a great part of 


Bee M our felicity and glory is io it,' while we 
ns MM take it in by our Conception here, and 

zpply it to our Souls, in an humble man- 
ve- MW cer; but it will be much more our feli- 
ule WO city in Heaven. It isof ſo much concern- 
he © ment , that a Great Divine in our Exghfp 
he WW Zion ſaid, The greater part of onr eternal 
he WW hatpimeſs will con iſt in a grateſul Recogni- 
0- W /i-n(notof our Joyes to come , but ) of 
Benefits already received. 

NOW look into the office and work 
of Humility, I will not tell you how 
here upon Earth it ſhunneth all ſtrife aod 
contention about Places; and all the 
Miſchiefs conſequentthereto; nor of the 
Unity, and Peace, and Honour it produ» 
5, W ceth. Theſe are all buc Temporal e- 
nefits It has ten thouſand other Walks 
and Circuits, and periods of Revolution, 
[| will tell you how 1t behaves fc felf in 
Paradice and in Heaven. 

HUMILITY by leading us to the 
bottom of our Condition, ſets our Ori- 
ginal before our eyes, conſiders that e- 


of which we were taken, that miracle 


by which we were made of Ncthing. 
How 


an hte WG . WS fe = © RE = hee el” 


477 


Dr. Ham- 
mend. 


ternal abyſs of Idleneſs and Vacuity out 


'T; 
= - l 
42 4? , 

x : Ws 


Pſal. 21, 


Of Humility. 


How deſtitute we ſhould have been i 


our ſelves had not GOD created th: 


World, had he not been pleaſed to 
communicate himſelf and his Glory to 
us. How weak and unable we wereto 
deviſe or deſire any Felicity, yet how in 
finitely neceſlary the preparation of it 


' after we were created. How preatou 


defires and expectations were, how ſore 


and urgent our wants and neceſſitic: 


how much we needed infinite Wiſdon, 
and almighty Power to fill Immeoſiy 


with the omnipreſence of their Glory, 


and to fill their omnipreſence with El. 
feds and Treaſures: How gracious and 
good GOD was to do all this forus 
without our asking : and how juſtly 
Davids rapture may be taken up by the 


Soul, The King ſhall joy in i ſtrength, 


O Lord, and in thy Salvation how great 
ſhall he rejoyce! Thom preventeſt bimwili 
the bleſſmgs of Goodneſs , thou ſetteſ « 
Crown. of pure Gold on his bead! Hi: 
glory is great inthy Salvation, Honour and 
Majeſty haſi thou laid upon him, For this 
haſt made him m1oft Bleſjed ſor ever; thin 
haſt made h19 exceeding glad with thy 
Countenance! We might have been 
madezand put,in the condition of Nw 

. who 
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who are now created in the Image of 


GOD, have dominion over all hisWorks, 


2nd are made'capable of all Eternity. 
The ivfioite condeſcention of GOD is 
the am:Zerent of the Soul: The depth _ 
of its Jow eſtate increaſeth the height of 
its exaltation. All that it wanted In it 
ſelf ie findeth in the goodneſs of its Be- 


nefatour, and the joy of being ſo Be- 


loved, is greater than that of having all 
theſe things of our ſelves for ever, For 
the Love of GOD alone, and his good- 
neſs in Giviog, is our laſt, and beſt, and 
proper Felicity. Hereopon follows the 
extiation of all Envy, Regret, and Diſ- 
conteitment ; the ſacrificing of our ſelves, 
the annthilating of our ſelves, the lowli- 
neſs of our felvesz And the Exaltation 
of GOD, and the Adoration of GOD, 
and the Joy of adoring the Greateſt of 
all other ; The Amity and Friendfhip be- 
tween GOD and his Creature, the Unt- 
ty of both, and their happineſs for ever. 
Without this Humility of looking toro 
the bottom of our firſt Condition, all this 
s impoſſible : And for this cauſe is Hu- 
wility an eterna] Vertue, in all eſtates 
for ever to be enjoyzd ;, {I might have 
aid) exerciſed, 


Gp THUS 


., 
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THUS in the eſtate of Sin and M. 
ſery, all the odiouſveſs of our Guile, iſ; 
all our deſpair and deformity, all ou MW; 
ſhawe and miſery, all the oeceflity of W j, 
Hatiog GOD and being hated of hin, f;þ 
comes before the eyes of an humble T 
Soul, with all the mercies and condeſcer Wl 3 
tioos of eternal Love in the work of Re- fl ({ 
demption. ke 

AND ia the ſtate of Glory it ſelf all I p| 
the particular Sins, Neglects, Rebellions, WW :; 
Apoſtaſies, and Villanies we committed 
againſt GOD after all his mercy and 
goodneſs iy the Death of his Son , how: 
iofinitely baſe we were in deſpiling al 
his Bounties and Glories 5 how ioflaitely 
thoſe Offences made us unworthy «f 
Heaven, and the eternal Glory we now 
enjoy; how marvellous and incompar:- 
ble his Love was, ia purſuipg us with { 
much Long-ſuticring and Patience 5 bow 
2miable he is, and how vile and us 
worthy we are in all this , it is the office 
of Humility to feel and ponder. Thvs 
you ſee its work,and you may ecalily cor 
 JeQture at its eternal Reward. AJ thiogs 
arein it, in the utmoſt height and depth 
of Reſignation and Conteatment , cv 
Joyed. ; 


effe(ts of this will be enjoyed eternally, 
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[ need not obſerve that ſweetneſs of 
Converſation,thatCivility,and Courteſte, 
that fpriogs from Humility. TheMeek and 
Lowly are the ſame men : the Kind, and 
the Charitable, and the Aﬀable and the 
200d are all of them Humble,and fo are 
all they that prefer others above them- 
ſelves, and render then ſelves amiable by 
honourinz their Inferiours, and giving 
place to their Equals, At leaſt they imi- 
tate Humility as Complemental Courti- 
ers do, tor their advantage, And itisno 
ſmall rcken of its excellency , that the 
preateſt enemies of Humility and Ver- 
tuey are forced ſometimes to flic to it for 
ſuccour: as thoſe that well know they 
can never thrive, nor proſper in the 
World without Eſteem, nor gain Eſteem 
without covering their Vices under the 
meſkof Vertue, All the adyantages and 


CHAP. XXVII. 


That Contentment is aVertue, Us Canſe: 
and it; Ends : It1 Impedimenty, Effeds, 
and Advantates. The way to attain anq 
ſecure Contentment. 


HOUGH we have not named it, 

$ ioour firſt diſtribution of Vertue 
Ioto its ſeveral kinds, yet the commen 
dation which Countentment hath in Scri- 
pture, imports it to be a Vertue : ſodoes 
the difliculty of attaining it, and the 
great ard mighty force ir is of in our 
Lives and Converſations, Having Foed 
and Razment, ſaith the Apoſtle, /et wi 
therewith be content : For Godlineſs wit 
Contentment is great Gain. Where he 
fitly ncterth,, that Godlinels 1s the origi- 
nalof true Contentment , and that the 
G3in of ſopgieat a Vertve is ineſtimable, 
The truth js, it 18 Impoſſible to be happy, 
or grateful without it, A diſcontented 
Mind is cxceeding prone to be peevilk 
and fietful, and throws a man into all 
the indecencies of Avarice, Ambition, 


Envy, Treaſon , Murther, OR 
| ut 


f 
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Turbulency, Murmuring, Repining, Me- 
ocholy and Sowrneſs, Anger, Baſcaels 
iod Folly , into all the Malevolence ard. 
Miſery which can diſorder the Soul, or 
diſturb the World. Suſpicion, u Ne 
belief, Enmity againſt GOD , Fear and 
Conardice » Barrenneſs in ood and 
praile-worthy Employments, Wearine's 
and Complaiot , hatred of Retircm-nt, 
Spiritual Idlenefs and [gnorac:ce are its 
Companions, followed by D-baucherics, 
and all the ſorts of vile and wicked D:- 
verſions, For Mao is an unwelcome 
Creature to himſelf till he can de<iip lit 1h 
his Condition , and white he hates co be 
alone, expoſeth himleif to all kicd of 
Michiefs and Temptarions, beciuſe he is 
n ative Creature, and muſt be d»- 
ing ſumething, either Good, or E- 
vil, 

TRUE Contentment is the fall [atif- 
fation of a Knowing Mind, |t 15 not a 
van and empiy Contentme<nt, which ts 
tallely fo called,fpringing from ſome 0:6 
particular little fatisfattion, thai however 
Momentany it be,docs for the pre {vat dc- 
light our Humour: but a Jo! 00 149i &f 
ſlid Repole, aiter mich fludes and tfe- 
nous Conſideration. It is not the f]:v (h 
Gg3 a.:4 
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and forced Contentment, which the jj. 
loſophers among the Heather did tore, 
upon themſelves; bur a free and ef 
Miad attended with pleaſure, and naty. 
rally rifing from ones preſent Conditicg, 
It is not a morofe and fullen Contemy: 
of all that is Good, That Negative 
Contentment , which paſt of Old for 
great a Vertue, 1s not at all conducive to 
Felicity, but is a real Vice : forto be 
Content without cauſe, 1s to (it down io 
our Imperfcion : and to feek all ones 
Blis in ones ſelf alone, is to ſcora all ©- 
ther Objects, even GOD himſelf and all 
the Creation, It 1s a high piece of Pride 
and (t:jineſsin a man, that renders bin 
good for nothing , but makes him Ario- 
g30t and Preſumptuous in the midſtot 
his blindneſs, his owa ſlave and his ow! 
Idol, a Tyrant overhimſelf, and yet hi 
oniy Deity, It makes a,man to hve with: 


out GOD in the World, and cutshin 


off from the Univerſe. It makes himin 
capable either of Obligation or Gratt 
tide, his own Prifor0 and his own Tor: 
nm nonr, It (huts up the Soul in a Grave, 


ed Mekes it to lead a living Death, and 


robs it of all its Obj.Gts, It mipgles 
* 4 - . pu < 4 
Nature and Vice iQ a cuullulln, 2 


©ake 
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makes a man fight againſt Appetite and 
Reaſon, Certaioly that Philoſopher has 

2 hard taſk, that muſt fight againſt Rea- 
ſon, and trample under foot the efſeace 
of his Soul, to eſtabliſh his Felicity !. 


Contentment 3s a ſleepy thing! 
If it in Death alone muſt die ; 
A quiet Mind is worſe than Poverty ! 
be Unleſs it from Enjoyment ſpring / 
That's Bleſſedneſs alone that makes a King | 
Wherein the Foyes and Treaſures are ſogreat, 
o- They all the powers of the Soul emP'oy, 
ll JAzd fi} it with a Work compleat, 
le While it doth all enjoy. 
nl True Foyes alone Contentment do inſpire, 
 M Enrich Content, and make our Courage higher, 


of Content alone's a dead and ſilent Stone : 
nfl Thereal'ife of Bliſs 
i Is Glory reigning in a Throne, 

Nl Where all Enjoyment is. 


nl The Soul of Man is ſo inclin'd to ſee, 

| Pithout bis Treaſures no mans Soul can le, 

; Nor reſt content Uncromn'd / 

E Deſire and Love 

| Auſt in the height of all their Rapture move, 
F Where there is true Felicity, 


Gg 4 
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Employment is the very life aud ground 
Of Life it ſelf : whoſe pleaſant Motion is 

| The form of Bliſs : 
| All Bleſſedneſs a life with Glory Crown'd, 
Life! Life is all: in its moſt full extent 
Stretcht out to all things, and with all Content ! 


The only reafon why a Wile and Ho 


ly man 1s ſatisfied with Food and Ray. 
ment, is becauſe he ſecs bimſclf made 
poſic flour of all Felicity , the imageof 
the Deity, the great Object of his eter- 


World, and of all Eternity. He knows 
very well, that if his honour be ſo great, 
asto live in Communion with GOD in 
the fruition of all his Joyes, he may very 
wei! ſpare the foul and feeble Delights 
of men: And though the Law be oot 
ſoſcvere, as to command him to be Con- 


tent without Food and Rayment : yetif' 
for GOD's ſake he ſhould by the wicked» 


neis of Men be bereaved of both, he 
may well be Patient, vay ang die with 
glory. And this indeed is that which 


mak<:hi; Contenrtment fo great a Vertue. 


it hath a powerful influence upon us 18 
all Eſtates; to take off our Perplecxity, 


ns! Love, and io another way far more. 
Divine 8nd perfc&, the Heir of the: 


Solfici-. 
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collicitude and Care, and to adorn our 
lives with Liberty and Chearfulneſs, by 
which we become acceptable and ad- ' 
mirable to the Sons of Men, It makes 
us prone to be Kind and Libera), where- 
by we become Obhliging and full of 
200d Works. For it delivers us from all 
ſervile Fear, and gives us Courage and 
Confidence ia GOD, For well may we 
dare to truſt him 1o ſuch little Matters, 
who has manifeſted his Friendſhip and 
Bounty in ſuch ioftoite good things , afd 
made it impoſſible for us ro be Miſera- 
ble, if we are pleaſing to him. An 1n- 
telligent and full Contentment elevates 
the Soul above all the World, and makes | 
it Angelical : ir 1nftills a Divine and 
Heavenly Naturegenfizmes the Soul with 
the love of GOD, and moves it to delight 
n Devotion and Prayer, The ſweetneſs of 
his Thoughts, and the beauty of his Qb- 


; jt drawsa Lover often into Solitudes. 


And a Royal Manin a ſtrange Country 
(eſpecially when he has heard tidipgs of 
his Fathers Death, and the devolving of 
tis Crown and Throne on himſelf ) de- 
ſires to bz alone, that he may digelt theſe 
Atjairs in his Thoughts a little : He de- 
thts in being retired , beczuic he can 


find 
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find nothing worthy of himſelf in Con: 


pany. Magnanimous Souls are abqyy 
Garlands and Shepherds : And there i 
no greatneſs of Soul like that which per. 
fe&t Contentment 1nſpires. 

BUT that which above all other 


, thiogs makes me to note the Vertue of 


Contentment, is its great influence , ef. 
ficacy, and power in confirming our 
Faith. For when I ſez the Beauty of 
Religion I know it to be trxe, For 
ſuch is its excellency, that if you remove 
it out of the World , all the thiags in 


Heaven ad Exrth will be to no purpoſe, 


The buſineſs of Religion is the Love of 
GOD, the Love of Angels and Mev, 
and the due eſteem we owe to inferiour 


Creatures. Remove this Love, this Cha- 


rity, this Due Eſteem, this delight that 
we ſhould take ia all amiable Objeds; 


Life and Pleaſure are extinguiſhed. [ 


ſee Nature it ſeit teaching me Religion ; 
And by the ad nirable Contexture of the 


Powers of my Soul, and their fitneſs for 


all O2Jets and Ends, by the incompa- 
rable Excellency of the Laws preſcri- 
bed, and the worthineſs and Beauty of 
all tze Objects for which my power are 


prepared, (ce plainly, that I am infioitely 
Belo- 
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Beloved: and that all the croſs and diſ- 
orderly things, that are now upon Earth, 
zre meer Corruptions and depravations 
of Nature , which free Agents have let 
inupon themſelves. All which fince they 
are reducible to the Government of 
Reaſon, and may by Wiſdom be 1mpro- 
ved to my higher happineſs, I am fure 
| am redeemed, and that there is ſ-me 
eternal Power that governs the World 
with ſo much Goodneſs for my felicity, 
ſince I my ſelf was not able to do it. 
That all Ages are beautified by his Wil-- 
dom for my enjoyment I hope in like 
manner: nay[ ſee it plainly. And of all 
theſe Joyes the Croſs of Chriſt 1s the 
Root and Ceatre, 

[ confels it is difficult to gain this high 


_ divine Contentment, becauſe its 


meaſure and value is iofioite : : Nay there 
are other cauſes both Temporal and E- 
ternal-that may ſeem to be impediments. 
One was a butinesſs which David did 
experience, The proſperity of the Wicked, 
They live in ſo much Spleodour, Pomp, 
and Grandeur, have ſo much Reſpect and 
Reverence paid untotHem , and reign as 
I w:re inthe high Efteem of all that are 
rcuad about themin ſuch a manner, that. 
_ 
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a Poor good man is hardly lookt upon 
among them. His condition ſeemeth 
Servile, and heis little regarded. David 
carried the Temptation far higher, yet 
_ triumphed over it, Pſa/.73.1,6c. Try 
GOD zs good to Iſrael, evin ito ſuch as are 
of a clean heart. But as for me my feet 


" were almoſt gane, my Steps had well nigh. 


flipt. For I was envious at the fooliſh, 
when I ſaw the proſperity of the Wicked. 
For all the day long have 1 been plagued, 
and chaſtened every morning. Whether 
it be through Nature, or its Corruption, 
I cannot tell (at leaſt I will aort ſtand to 
diſpute it) but i: 1s ſomewhat grievous, 
to ſee men of the ſame mould with our 
ſelves ſo highly magnified, and our ſelves 
ſighted, aud unable to appear with E- 
quality among them ; becauſe the true 
Greatneſs of our Souls is hidden, oppref 
fed, and buried as it were in the Mean- 
neſs of our Condition, But yet we have 
exccilent Company, David and the Pro- 
phets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and all 
the Martyrs, that are now ſo glorious. 
And if you pleaſe you may conſider, 
what theſe Great men do when the flew 
is over- We when we come abroad are 
weak and Gelpiled, and they whea they 
are 
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are alone, A Vertuous man is Great with- 
io, and glorious in his Retirements, is 
honoured alſo among men 1n-Truth and 
Reality 5 the reſt make an outward ſhew, 
2nd are honcured in Ceremony. We are 
accepted in the eyes of GOD and his 
holy Angels, and they are condemned : 
Their Life is a Dream , and ours 1s Eter- 
nal: We expatiate over all the World 
with infinite Joy and Pleaſure in our 
Solitudes, and they are cothing when 
they retura to themſelves, That where- 
a the greateſt difhculty of. all doth con- 
lit, is the boundleſs defire and ambition 
of the Soul, whereby we are tempted to 
envy any thing that is above us, and for 
ever to be diſpleaſed unleſs our glory 
and bleſſedneſs be Eteroal; I do not 
mean [Immortal only, but of everlaſting 
Extent, and infinite Beauty. We ſoar 
tothe Beſt and higheſt of all that 1s poſ- 
ible: Aod unleſs in all Ages and King- 
doms our SatisfaCtion be complezt, and 
our Pleaſure exquilite 3 we are proneto 
| betormented with the perfeGion of our 
Defires. But GOD having given him- 
ſelf, and all his Kivgdom and Glory to 
us, there is no room for Complaint. 411 
his Power beiog glorified by his Wiitom 
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and Goodneſs for our advancement, we 
need nothing but a clear fight of the 
face of Truth, and a lively ſence of our 
Condition, to raviſh and tranſport us in- 
to Extaſies, and Praifes. 

THE happineſs of a Contented Spirit 
conſiſts not alone in the fruitions of its 
Bliſs, but in the fruits and effeCts it pro- 
duceth in our Lives. It gives us many 
advantages over Sin, Temptation, Fear, 
Afidion, Poverty, Sickneſs, Death, and 
all other Caſualties to which we are ob- Ill *! 
noxious, by reaſon of our frail and fickle I ® 
condition. - But all theſe I ſhall paſs over, I "1 
and only mention two, which are worth I 4 
our care and deſire ; Security and Pow. Iſl * 
er, | P 

AS there is a vain and empty Content- Iſl * 
ment, ſo there is a raſh and fooliſh Se- Il * 
curity, For a man to wink at all Hz- | * 
zards to which he is expoſed, and with- il | 
out any conſideration of what may be- | 

| 


fal him, co give himſelf up to his eaſe 
and pleaſure, is as greata madoels, as it 
Is for a General environed with Enemies 
ro ſleep without his Guards, or be to- 
tally negligent of his Camp , and his 4r- 
29, But when he has Conquered all his 
Enemies, then to be filled with — 
choly 
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choly fears , and Panmnick terrours, is as 
preat 2 weakneſs, as a man of Worth can 
be capable of. Even in the midſt of 
them, when he has ſurveyed all their 
freogths, avd made full proviſion for. 
their incurſions 5 he may take his reſt 
with liberty : provided he be moderate 
znd wary in his proceedings. This laſt 
; I is0ur Condition. We muſt not live as 
if there were no Sickneſs and Death 1n 

| the World. We muſt remember there 
are Calamities of every kind, and forti- 

fie our ſelves with Principles and Reſolu- 

tions againſt them all , put ow #he whole 
1rmour of GOD, which is called ſome» 
times the Armonr of Light, and:ſtand pre» | 
pared for all Afſaults whatſoever. When 

we have ſo done, as'lt is a ternble thing 

to be furprized, fo it is a glorious thing 
with open eyes to ſee avd know all the 

Evil that is in Death, Iwppriſonment,Per- 
lecution , Shame and Poverty, Famine, 

| Baniſhment, Pain and Torment; and 
yet to be ſecure in the mid(t of our fru- 
tions, There is a worthleſs, and there 1s 

2 divine Security : ltis a poor buſineſs 

for a man to be ſecure, that has nothiog 

_ lolole. A Beggar ſings upon the Road 
without any fear of Thieves. But ” be 
ull 


ut 
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full of Gold and Jewels, yet faf 


from danger; to be ſecure in a Palace 
of Delights ; in the midſt of a Kingdom, 
and in the poſſeſſion of all its gloryt 
reſt with ſafety, this is a valuable and 
ſweet Security ,. a ſafety enriched with 
ſolid Enjoyments, mach more is it here 
upon Earth to have the bliſs and ſecuri 

of Angels. Among Wolves, and Ty- 
gers , and Bears and Dragons; amony 
Thieves and Murtherers, Bloody: Men 
and Devils; among Dead-mens Bone, 
and Gravesand Sepulchres, when ſhaw- 
ers of Arrows fall round about us, and 
Hell is beneath us 3 this is ſomething 
more than to be ſecure where no danger 
is near, no Calamity poflible, Itis i 
kind of triumph in Security, and hath a 
peculiar glory in it which the very fecu- 
rity of Heaven is incapable of. And 
yet poor frail Man obonoxious and liable 
to all theſe deſtructions is ſafe among 
them all , when he is: once potten into 
the heart of GOD" Kingdom, and ſur- 
rounded with Felicity, Its very Beau- 


ties are its Strengths. He knows himſelf 


beloved of the eternal GOD, and that 
the Kiog of Terrors is but a diſguiſed 
Bug-Bear, a dark and doleful paſſage to 


che 
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the Igvorant , but to him a bright and 
rraoſparent way to the King of Glory. 
This Bleſſedneſs is of ſtable, incorrupti- 


bleoature, which nothing can deſtroy. 


| digeſteth all kind of Evils , and curn- 
eth them into nouriſhment, There 1s a 
Wiſdom above us, and a Wiſdom within 
vs, that maketh al/ things work together 
for good to theme that love GOD, and 
nothing is able to hurt us but our 
ſelves | 
Now for Power which Felicity gi- 
reth: There is an iotriofick power in 
the enjoyment it ſe}f, for which Felicity 
1s to be admired : in compariſon of 
which all other Powers are but poorand 
feeble. To ſpeak with the toogue of 
Men and Angels, to move Mountains, or 
turn them into Gold, to raife the Dead, 
to command the Sun, are common 
things : The power of creating Worlds 
1s but vain, without the power of en- 
joping them. All Honour,Pleaſure and 
Glory are ſhut up in Felicity. Had we a 
power of Creating and enjoying all 
Worlds, it were infinitely ſhort of the 
power of enjoying GOD, becauſe be is 
finitely greater and higher than all, 
'he Creating Power is ſuperfluous to us, 
Ht h beeaule 
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becauſe all is moſt exquiſite and perfe 
already. Th- fools Wiſhing Cap, and 
the Philoſophers Stone aie but trifles: 
All things (that are cot gold) are better 
thao guic. Felicity giveth us the power 
of enjoying all, even GOD himſelf, all 
Acgelsand Men, and all Worlds, nay all 
their Riches, Splendors and Pompg in 
their places , which is the moſt amiable 
and deſirable, the moſt ſweet and profi 
_ table Power of all other, 

BUT when we are Contented, there 
is another Power worth the having, 
which Felicity giveth us. It enables us 
to deſpiſe the Menaces and Aopgers of 
Men, it ſetteth us above their reach, and 


inſpires us with a comely baldneſs to. 


dare to do any thing that is good, as 
well as with ability ro dare to ſuffer any 
thing that is evil. He that1s ſecure,and 
he that hath enough, is independant, and 
bold as a Lion : And belides all this he 
has a certain luſtre in his Actions, that 
- gives him authority, and power over c- 
thers, to Intercede and prevail in his re- 
queſts, to live in honour and good e- 
{teem, and ro make many ſublervieot to 
his beſt occaſjons. He is great in Hea» 


ven, and whatever he aſks of his eternal 
| - Father 
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Father in his Sons Name, with Wiſdom 
20d Piety, ſhall not be denied him, He 
can touch ths hearts of millions by his 
Fathers Mediation : For tbe hearts of 
Kings are in the hands of the Lord, to turn 
them as the Rivers of water. He made 
his people to be pitied of all them that 
carried them away Captive, and gave 
them favour in the fight of the Egyprians. 
And this ſecret alone. is. of. more value 
then we can well deſcribe, 

To receive power from Heaven to be 
Vertuous, to delight in Vertue, to be 
irreſiſtible and inviocible in the practice 
of it, 15 a very divine and glorious Privi- 
ledge, Felicity it ſelf is the fountain of 
this Power , and the knowledge of its 
oreatneſs that which enflawes us with 
the love of it. Felicity is excellent not 
only as it is the end of Vertue , but the 
encouragement of it, He that is Cone 
tent has a great advantage above all o- 
ther meo, becauſe he moves with greater 
eaſe, and paſſeth through all difficulties 
with greater pleaſure, A general of an 
Army, that works with the Common 
Souldiers in the Trenches, does the ſame 
work, but with more honovr and leſs 
!abour, He is not ſervile io it as the reft 

Hh 2 are, 
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are, but his pleaſure is to do it fora! 
their encouragement, He does it ig 
the quality of a Prince, and with leg 
moleltatioaz he has bigher Iacentive, 
and more ſublime Rewards, Yet he 
docs it too with greater merit and ac- 
ceptance, A man that ſees and knows 
the glory of his high and heavenly FE. 
ſtate, does all thivgs triumphantly, The 
ſweetneſs of his Bliſs alters the very nx 
tureof his Fights and battles, He does 
. all rhings ju t he light , without groaving 
and reluftancy: He marches on with 
dancing and melody, and chearful looks, 
and ſmiles, and thapksgiviogs : wheres 
they that know not the glory of Felicity 
groap in the dark ; they that are diſcon- 
tented move heavily, and are in 
we their proceedings lame and maim- 
ed, 

THE way to attain the felicity of 
Contertment, is to attain Felicity that 
we may be contented. True Felicity 
is the ſource of Contentment, and of all 
Vertue, It is never to be gotten but by 
digging after Kaowledge as for hidden 
Treaſures. Praying for it is a good 
wiy, but Prayers without Induſtry 1s 


a mecr mockery, Induſtry oa the —_ 
ide 
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fide without Prayer is looſe Preſumpri- 
on. For a man to pray to GOD tro 
wake his Field fruitful without plough- 
ing and ſowing is madneſs, and to «<x- 

& ail from his own labour, withour 
GOD's Bleſſing , impiety. But GOD 
rever yet ſaid to any of the ſeed 
of Jacob, Seek, ye my face in vain, 

WHEN Contentment is gotten, it 
muſt be ſecured by the fame means by 
which it was obtained. Care in fencing 
52s neceſlary as Care in ploughing, and 
there is Labour too bur ſweet and de- 
lightful even in reaping 1n the Harveſt, 
But all the work is reduced into oarrow 
room: Thou haſt. no charge cver avy 
other than thine own Virmepard, When 
thou haſt gotten the knowledge of Fe- 
licity and thy ſelf, the grand means of 
Contentment is continually to enjoy it, 
With all thy getting get Wiſdom, aod 
with all thy keepiog keep thy Heart ; 
For out of it are the Iſſues of Life and 
Death, Nothing can waſte thy Con- 
(cience but Sin, and nothing trouble thy 
Repoſe, but what diſturbs thy Cooſci- 
ence, Let Vertue and Felicity be thy 
only pood , and believe firmly that no- 
thing can hurt thee but SIN alone, 

; Hh 3 One 
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One evil ation done by thy ſelf, is wore Ml th 
miſchievous to thee, then all the Calz. Þ (i 


- micies and Sufferipgs in the World. A 
| cll 

- wi 

Fo _ __ 

yi 
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of Aarnentatits, or Greatneſs of Sinl, Il 
Its Nature, 1ts Foundation in the vii Wl p 
Capacity of the Underſtanding, I: ll fe 
Deſire, Its Objeits are infinite and « I 0 
ternal, Its Enquiries are moſt profound (1 
and earneſt, It diſdaineth all feeble Il it 
Honoxrs , Pleaſures and Treaſure, ll C 
A Magnanimous Man is the only Great Nb 
and undaunied Creature, Cc 


£AGNANIMITY and Content Ie 

J ment are very n-ar allyed , like I u; 
Brothers and Siſters they ſpring from the I pl 
{:me Parents, but are of ſeveral Fea I ar 
tures. Fortitude-avd Patience are Kin: I ' 
dred roo to this incomparable Vertue. I| £: 
Moraliſts diſtivguiſh Mzgnanimity and I © 
Modeſty, by makiog the one the defire If t! 
of greater, the other of leſs and ioſe- I Ir 
r,our Eooours. But 10 my Meng al 
there 


Te 


wk. +» 
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there is more 1a Magnanimity. Te 1n- 
cludes all that belongs to a Great Soul: 
A high and mighty Courage , an invin- 
cibic Patience,an immoveable Grandeur 
which is above the reach of Injuries, a 
contempt of all little and feeble Enjoy- 
ments, and a certain kind of Majclty 
that is converſant only with Great thiogss 
2 high and lotty frame of Spirit, allayed 
with the ſweetneſs of Courteſic and Re- 
ſpet; a deep and ſtable Reſolution 
founded on Humility without any baſe- 
nels3 an infinite Hope 3 and a vaſt De- 
fire; a Divine, profound, uncontrolable- 
ſeace of ones own Capacity, a generous 
Confidence, and a great inclination to 
Heroical deeds; all theſe conſpire to 
compleat it , with a ſevere and mighty 
expeRtation of Bliſs incomprehenfible, 
[tlvars up to Heaven, and looks down 
upon all the dominion of Fortune with 
pity and dildain, Its aims and deligns 
xe tranſcendeat to all the Concerns of 
this little World, Its ObjeRts and its 
Lads are worthy of a Soul that is like 
GODin Nature; and nothing leſs than 
the Kingdom of GOD, his Life and 
Image; nothing beneath the Frieadſhip 
aud Communion with him, can be its 


Hh 4 ſatif- 


All the World is but a little Bubble, In 
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ſatisfatioo, The Terrours, Alluremenz, 

and Ceolures of men are the duſt of it Ml fc 
feet: their Avarice and Ambition are 
but feebleneſs before it. Their Riche 
and Contentions, and [ntereſts and Ho 
ncurs, but iofigoificant and empty rifles 


finity and Eternity the ooly great and (o- 
veraign things wherewith it conyerſeth, 
A Magnanimous Soul 1s alwaies awake. 
The whole globe of the Earth is butzW + 
Nutſhell in compariſon of its enjoy- ff 1 
ments. The Sun1s its Lamp, the Seait Wl 1 
| 
| 
| 


Fiſhpond, the Stars its Jewels, Men, An. 
gels its Attendance, and GOD aloneits 
ſoveraign Delight and ſupream Compl:- 
cency.. The Earthis its Garden, all P:- 
Jaces its Summer houſes, Cines are its 
Cottages, Empires its more ſpaciou; 
Conrts, all Ages and Kingdoms its De- 
means, Monarchs its Miviſters and pub- 
lick Agents,the whole Catholick Church 
iis Family, the eternal Son of GOD its 
Pattern and Example. Nothing is great 
if ccmpared to a Magnanimont Soul, 
but the Soveraign Lord of all Worlds. 


Miſtake 
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Miſtake not theſe things for arbitrary 
flouriſhes of Luxuriant fancy : I ſpeak 
25 | am inſpired by Felicity, GOD is 
the Cauſe, but the knowledge of a Mans 


nts 
ity 


o- WM elf the Foundation of Magnanimity. 
s. MW Triſmegiftius counteth thus, Firſt GOD, 
on i ſecondly the World , thirdly Man: the 
0 World for Man, and Man for GOD. Of 
h, MW the Sou! that which is ſenſible is Mortal , 
e Wl but that which is reaſonable Immortal. The 
: WW Father of all things being full of Light and 


* Life, brought forth Man like unto himfelf, 
s WW whombhe loved as his proper Off-ſpring : for 
- W be was all Beanteons having the Image of 
$M 6s Father, This in his Poemander. A- 
- gainheſaith, Adar is « divine and living 

thing, not 10 be compared to any Beaſt that 
5 lives upon ghe Earth , but to them that are 
; i above ( in the higheſt Heavens ) that are 
| called Gods. Nay rather if we ſhall be bold 

to ſpeak the truth, he that is a MAN IN- 

DEED is above them! He is infinitely 


greater than the gods of the Heathen : 


And a God like unto himſelf ( as the 
Wiſe Man obſerves) he cannot make. 
At leaſt, ſaith Triſmegiitus , they are equal 
in Power ; For none of the things in Hea- 
ven will come down upon Earth, and leave 
the limits of Heaven : bur a Man aſcends 


Mp 
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up into Heaven, and meaſures it. He kupy. 


eth what things are on high , and what be. 
low. And that which is the greateſt of al] 
be leaveth not the Earth, and yet is aho ; 
fo mighty and vaſt is the greatneſs of hit 
Nature! Wherefore we 12#/! be bold toſay, 
that an Earthly Man is a Mortal God, 
and the Heavenly GOD is an Immortal 

1A N. | | 
THIS is the Philoſophy of the anci- 
eat Heathen : whereta though there be 
{>me Errors, yet was he guided to it by 
a mighty ſence of the 1ateriour Excel- 
lency of the Soul of Man, and the bold- 
neſs hs aſſumes 1s not fo profane, but 
that ir. is countenanced here and there 
inthe Hoiy Scripture, GOD himſelf 
ſaid unto Moſes, Lo, I have made thee a 
God to Pharozh, Again he telleth him 
concerning Aaron, He fhgll be to thee in- 
ſtead of a Mouth , and thou ſhalt be to hiw 
inſlead of” God, And again concerning 
all the Great men of the World in gene- 
ral, 1 have ſaid ye are Geds , but ye ſhall 
die like Men, But let us ſee the Reaſon 
of the Heathen a liitle, on which he 
foundeth his great Opinions, lo one 
place he miketh his Son Tatias to lay 
{ conceive and underſtand, not by the ſig t 
0 
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of mine Eyes, but by the intelleFual Opera- 
tion, Kc, I am in Heaven, in the 
Earth , in the Water, in the Airs Iam 
in the living Creatures , in Plants , inthe 
Womb : every where, Whereupon he 
aketh him , Doſt thou not know (0 my 
Son ) that thou art born a God, and the 
gon of The One as I ame And the ground 
of this Queſtion he unfoldeth in another 


' placethus3 Conſider him that contains all 


things , and underſtand , that nothing is 
more Capacious than that which is Incor- 
poreal, nothing more [wift, nothing more 
powerful : but (of all other things ) it is 
moſt C apacious, moſt ſwift, and moſt firong.. 
And judge of this by thy ſelf. Command 
thy Soul to go into India, and ſooner than 
thou canſt bid it , it will be there. Bidit 
paſs over the Ocean, and ſuddenly it will be 


there : not as paſſang from place to place, 


but ſuddemly it will be there, Command it 
to flie into Heaven , and it will need no 
wings, neither ſhall any thing hinder it ; 
not the fire of the Sun, nor the ther, nor 
the turning of the Sphears , nor the bodies 
of any of the Stars , but cutting through 
all it will flie up to the laſt and furtbeſt Budy. 


. And if thou wilt even break through the 


bole, and ſee thoſe things that are without 
the 
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the World ( if there be any thing witbou) 
i. e. if the World be confined, }] thy 
muiſt. Behold bow great Power, bow greg 


ſwiftneſe thou haſt ! Canft thon do all theſe 


things , and cannot GOD? Aﬀeer thi 


manner therefore contemplate GOD to have 
all the whole Worid in himſelf, as it wen 
all Thoughts or Intelle@ions, If therefor 
thou wilt not equal thy ſelf toG OD, tha 
canſt not underſland GOD. Por the like 
is intelligible by the like, Increaſe thy ſelf 
to an immeajurable Greatneſs , leaping be- 
yond every Body,and tranſcending all Time, 
become ETERNITY ; And thou ſhalt an- 
derſland GOD, If thou belive in thy ſelf 
that mothing is impoſſible, but accoumteit 
thy ſelf Immortal, and that thou cauſt un. 


derſtand all things,every Art,every Science, 


and the manner and cuſtom of every living 
thing, become higher than all Height , and 
lower than all Depth, comprehend in thy 
ſelf the qualities of all the Creatures, of the 
Fire, the Water, the Dry and the Moiſt, and 
conceive likewiſe that thou canſt at once bt 
every where, in the Sea, inthe Earth; at 
once underſtand thy ſelf not yet begotten, 
73: the Womb, Young, Old, Dead, the things 
after Death, and all theſe together ; as alſo 
all Times, Places, Deeds, Qualities, Quane 

| ratzer, 
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tities, thou maift, or elſe thou canſt not yet 
anderſland GOD. But if thou ſhut up thy 


I underifand nothing, 1 am afraid of the 


now mot who I am, 1 cannot what 1 ſhall 
be z what haſt thou to do with GOD? For 
thou canſt nnderſiand none of thoſe fair 
andgood things, but muſt be a lover of the 
Body and Evil. For it 3s the greateit evil 
nt to know GOD. But to be able to Know, 
and to Will, and to Hope, is the ſtraitWay, 
and the divine Way proper to the Good. It 


will every where meet thee, and every where 


be ſeem of thee plain and eaſie, when thou 
deft expect,or look for it. It will meet thee 
Waking , Sleeping, Sailing, Travelling, by 
Night, by Day, when thou ſpeakeſt, and when 
thou keepeſt ſilence, For it is nothing, 


which is not the Image of GOD. His Cloſe _ 


5s moſt divine 3 And yet thox ſayeſt, GOD 
is Inviſible; but be adviſed - for who is 
more wanifeit than he For therefore be 
wade all things, that thou by all things 
mightit ſee him. This is the Good of GOD, 
birVertue is this, to appear, and be ſeem it 
«ll Things, This is the bottom of all o- 
ther Greatneſles whatſoever: GOD is 


infinitely communicative,infinitely prone 
tc 


See, I cannot climb up into Heaven, I 
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Soul in thy Body, and abuſe it ; and ſay, 
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to reveal himſelf, infinitely Wiſe,and abt 
to do it, He hath made the Soul os 
purpoſe that it might ſee him: And if the 
the Eye tha: was made for the World uol 
being lo little a bail of Earth and Water, 
can take in all, and ce all that is viſible, 
if the ſight of the Eve be prefent with 
all it behoideth 5 mnch more is the Soul 
both able to lee, aud tc be preſent with 
all, that is Divine and Eternal, | 
1 know very well that a Man divided Ib © 
from GOD is a weak inconſiderable I © 
Creature, as the Eye 1s, if divided from 0 
the Body, and without the Soul : but hi 
united to GOD a Man is a tranſcendent | 
and Celeftial thing. GOD is hrsLife, N 
his Greatneſs, his Power , his Bleſfedneb | 
and Perfetion. And as the Apoſtle th 
ſaith, He that is joyned to the Lord isont 
SPIRIT. His Omnipreſence and E i 
rervity fil the Soul, and make it ableto 
contain all Heights and Depths, and 
Lengths and Breadths whatſoever, And | 
it is the deſire of the Soul to be filled with | | 
all the fuln:ſs of GOD. - 
Magnavimous deſires are the natural 
reſults of a Magnanimous Capacity, The 
delire of being like Gods, ; an Good 
and Evil , was the deſtruction of the 
World, 
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World, Not as if it were unlawful to 
deſire to be Like GOD: bur to aſpire to 
the PerfeCtion in a forbidden way, was 
unlawful, By Diſobedience,and by fol- 
lowing our own Inventions, by ſeeking 
tothe Creature, tothe ſtock of a Tree, 
tomake us Like GOD 3; that is erroneous, 
:nd poor, and deſpicable: but to know 
our ſelves, and in #he firait and divine 
way to come immediately to GOD, to. 
contemplate him 1n his Eternity and 
Glory, is a right and ſafe Way : for the 
Soul will by that means be the Sphere of 
his Omnipreſence, and the Temple of 
the God-head : It will become ETER- 
NITY, as Tri/megifins ſpeaketh, or ONE 
SPIRIT with God, as the Apoſtle, And 
then it muſt needs be preſent with all 
things #2 Heaven, and in the Earth, and in 
the Sea, as GOD is: for all things will be 
io it, as it were by Thoughts and Intelefi- 
ons, 

A Magnanimous Soul then, if we re- 
ſpe its Capacity,is an immovable ſphere 
of Power and Knowledge, far greater 


than all Worlds, by its Vertue and Pow- 


er paſſing through all thiogs,through the 
Centre of the Earth, and through al! 


Exiſtencies. And ſhall ſuch a Creature 
= | a 


Wo « Tully To 
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a5 this be contented with Vanities agg 
Trifles, Scraws and Feathers, painted 
Butterflies, Hobby-horſes and Rattle, 
Theſe are the Treaſures of little Chil. 
eren! but you will ſay a Man delighteth 
in Purſes of Gold, and Cabinets of Jey, 
els, in Houſes and Palaces, in Crown 
and Scepters, Add Kingly Delights,and 
lay he delighteth in Armies and Vito 
ries, avd Triumphs and Coronatiog, 
Theſe are great in reſpect of Play-thing, 


| But all thefe are feeble and pufillani- 


mousto a great Soul. As Scipio wasgo. 
ing up to Heaven, the Earth it ſelf ſeen- 
ed but a Nutſhel, and he was aſhamed of 
all his Victories aod Triumhs, amazedat 
his madneſs io Quarrelling, and fighting 
about Territories and Kingdoms con- 
tracted to a Star , and loſt into nothing, 
the whole Earth is but one inviſible 
Point, when a man foareth to the height 


of Immenfity, and beholdeth and come 


paſſeth its everlaſtiog Circumference, 
which is infinite every way beyond the 
Heavens, It is the true and proper Im- 


menlity of the Soul : Which can nomore 


be contented with the narrow confine 
ment of this World, no morereſt in the 


Childiſhaeſs of all. the noiſe of the In- 
cereſts 
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any end or þound of ae: z whee 
I 
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teceſts of Mev, be no more fatisfied wirh 
its Earthly Glories, than the SUN can 
be (but up in a Dark-Lanthorn, It is 
rue indeed it would defire to ſee, as the 
Apgels do, the leaſt and loweſt of all 
the Creatures full of the Glory and 
Bleſſedneſs of GOD, all Wiſdom and 
Goodneſstn every thing, and is apt wo 
complain for want of ſume eternal and 
Celeſtial Light wherein to behold them : 
butif ajl the expanſions of Time and E- 
ervity ſhould be void, and all the ex- 
tents and out-goings of Infinity empty 
round about them; though things upon 
Earth, nay and things in the Heavens, 
ſhould be never ſo Rich, and divioe, aud 
beautiſa], yet ſuch is the Magoanimity of 
a Great Soul, that it would hugely 
be diſpleaſed: its Joſs and its diſtaſte 
would be alike Iofinite. Infinite Ho- 
nours, infigice Treaſures, infinite Enjoys 
ments, things endleſs in number, value, 
and excellency arc the ObjeQs of its 
Care and Deſire; the greatneſs of its Spi- 
rit leads it to conſider and enquire , whe- 
ther all the ſpaces above theHeavens,and 
all the parts of GOD's everlaſting King- 
dom be full.of Joyes , whether there be 


ther 
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ther there be any defe@ or wilcarriage, 
any blemiſh or diſorder io 1t, any vile and 
commen thing, any remiſſaeſs or veg- 
let, any cauſe of complaint or defor- 
mity? As alſo whether all-the Apegf 
the World are Divine and Sacred ; whe 
ther after they are gone, they abidejq 
their places 3 whether there be a0y thing 
in ther to entertain the Powers of the 
Sul with delight, and feed themyith 
latisfscion 2? : What end, what'iuſe, what 
_excellency there is in Men2 Whether 
al} the waies of GOD are full of beauty 
and perfeCtion;z all Wiſdom. Juſtice, 
Holineſs, Goodneſs, Love and Power! 
What Regions eternal Blefledneſs isfeat- 
.edin2 What Glory,what Reaſon,what 
Agreeableneſ- and Harmony is'in all hi 
Counfels? Whether thoſe durations of 
Eternity before the World is made , arc 
. full or empty, full of bright and amiable 
OhjCts, or dark and obſcure? Whether 
the government's f the World be per 
. f&& 3. whether. the Soul be:Divineio it 
ſelf 5 whether it be conducive'to its own 
: Felicity, ar tothe happineſs of: all thoſe 
Jn;whom it is: concerned 2. + Whether the 

1d ſhall end? Tf it: ſhall,. afrer wht 


mapper 3 whether by Defigo or = 
ent] 
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dent? Whether all Ages and Nations 

ſhall riſe from the Dead 2 Whether there 
ſhall be a genera|Doom,or a day of Judg- 
ment?Whether 1 am concerned in all Fol 
traoſaCtions and paſſiges at that day ? 
Whether allMaokiod ſhall be united i into 
one, to make up one compleat and per- 
ſet Body, whereof they all are the 
fellow- Members? What ſh3ll be after 
the End of the VVorld? Whether we. 
hall live for ever? Whether we ſhall ſee 
GOD, and kaow one another? Whe- 
ther we ſhall reign in eternal Glory? 
Whether in the Cooſuftons of Hell there 
be any Beauty, and whether in the Tor- 
ments of the damned we ſhall fiad any 
joy or ſatisfaction? Whether all the 
Riches, Cuſtoms and Pleaſures of this 


World ſhall be ſeen? Whether in the. 


World to ccme any fruit' ſhall appear 
and ariſe from them, for which they ſhall 
be eltcemed to have been not in vain : 
but profitable in relation to all Eternity ? 
What kind of Life we ſhall lead, and 
what kind of Communion and fellow- 
ſhip Angels and Men ſhall have with 
each other > VVhether the VVorks of 
GOD were uoworthy of his Choice, of 
the beſt of all that were a ? What 

's 
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his Laws are as to their 'vature and ex. 
cellency 2 Whether his Love be reaſly 
fincere and infinite > Whether there he 
aoy ſuch thing 25 ipfinite Wiſdotn, Good. 
neſs and Bounty, Bleſſedneſs and Glory 
* Such things as theſe are the Concerns 
and Inquiries of a Magnanimous Soy, 
And if its expeCtations and drſires are 
abſolutely fatisfied,-it will eaftly appey, 
and break f6rth upon all Occalions, int 
the nzolt high and Magnanmimous Aion, 
Triſmegiſius (or whoever elfe was the 
Author of that Book ) faw the deep 
C:pacity of his own Soul , but if; 
Conjetture may be madeby the refidue 
of the diſcourſe, did not underſtand the 
end (at leaſt not clearly ) for which i 
was implanted. Some knowledge ht 
had, that all the thingsin Eternity were 
the Objz&s of that Power, by reatoooſ 
which he calls them Fair and Good: but 
that they were to. be the Treaſurer and 
Enjoyiments of the Soul I do not fiad him 
ofirming. He that knows this muſt needs 
be of our Saviours hind, who when all 
the Kingdoms 'of the World, and the 
Glory of them were ſhewed him by Ss 
tan jo a mom:ot of time, deſpiſed rhem 
all, For the diyiae and Celeſtial 4a 
y Ay :8F ; on 
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dom is infinitely greater, and 1n a far 
more perfe&t manner to be eojoyed. 
HE that knoweth the Honour which - 
cometh from above, will deſpiſe the Ho- 
nour which mea can pay , avd in compas« 
rifon of that Honaur which cometh from 
GOD only, eſteem all the Honour of 
this World but falſe and feeble. Noe 
if Men were in the truth of Nature 
vie and deſpicable Creatures; a Mag» 
navimous man knows all others to be by 
Nature like himſelf, and tis apt to reve- 
reoce alt of his kind as ſublime and 
Celeſtial Creatures. But he is a Man 
of a clear and diſceroing Spirit, and the 
Corruptioo of Nature makes him to 
light all that is defiled. He ſees that 
Men are genera]ly Evil, deformed and 
blid, erroneous, perverſe and toolilh, 
poor and miſerable: And that all the 
Honour which they generally give is 1r- 
rational and feigned. A little colour in 
the face, a gay Coat, a fine Horſe, a Pa- 
hceand a Coach, an Exchequer full of 
Gold, or ſome ſuch light and ſuperficial 
Cauſes, are all the grounds of the reſpe& 
that they pay us. | 
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and if the Glory and Eiteem I have, 
be nothing eiſe than what my Silver gave; 
If for no other ground 
1 am with Love or Praiſes crown'd, 


'Tis juch a ſhame, ſuth vile, ſuch baſe Repute, 
"1t bettes ſtarve, than eat ſuch empty Fruit. 


IF a King be dejeted from hi 
Throne, i! is but a poor comfort that he 
3s admired by Perſons condemned to 
die, and praiſed by Beggars. The diy- 
pity and power of the Perſons that ad- 
mire us, is of great conſideration, inthe 
fore and delight which they take inw, 
They all muft vaniſh and periſh as a 
Dream : no Honour tstruly great, but 
that which is continual and endleſs too, 
A great and mighty Soul can care for no 
Honour but that which comes from wile 
ard ami2ble Perſons, that are themſelves 
great and honourable, moſt rich and 
powerful, holy, juſt, bleſſed and glort 
ous. Honour from: GOD and his holy 
Argels, from the eternal Son of GOD 
and all his $2ints, is marvellous and fub- 
ſtantia)l. That Bonour which is paid 
upon great and. ſolid cauſes ; becauſe: 
Man is well-plezfirg to' GOD, ander 
alted to his Throne ; becauſe he is the 
ver) 
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rery true Image of GOD, and has do-. 
ninion overall the Creatures ; becauſe 
he is infinitely. beloved of GOD, and 
ill Angels and Men are commanded to 
love him 5' becauſe he is. redeemed by 
the Blood of Chriſt, and made a Tewple 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; becauſe he is a Pcieſt 
2nd King to his eternal Creatour, becauſe 
-he is full of Goodneſs and Wiſdom, a- 
dorned with .all kind of Vertue, and 
made an Heir of etcroal Glory ; becauſe 
he is Faithful and True:, and Juſt and 
Holy; becauſe he bath conquered Death, 
and Hell, and Sin, and the Grave ,. and 
trriumpheth over them ; this is being paid | 
by ſuch Perſons, Honour indeed : and 
to defire this Hanour is the Property 
ard the Vertue of a Magnanimous 
Soul. 
An Eagle cannot ſtoop at Fites. An 
Alexander , or a C8ſar cannot debaſe or 
confine their Souls to the pleaſures of a 
Cottage ina Wilderneſs. Infivite Hopes 
and infivite Defires, infinite Fears, and 
Deſpairs,, and Sorrows, ioftoite Joyes, 
and Delights, and Glories, infinite Ado- 
rations, Praiſes and Thankſgivings,iohoite 
and eternal Objects are the only fit and 
proper Concerns for the Aﬀections of a 
Ex. ; Ii 4 _ Great 
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Great and Afagnarimons Soul, The ye 

ſignification of the word is Greatnef of 
Soxl,or if you pleaſe,/of Mind: Far x 
diſtintion may be made between the 
Soxl, and Mind, The Soulof Man is the 
immutable eſlence, or form of his Ne 
ture, uvimployed. His power of Rev 
ſoniog is alive, even then when it is quiet 
20d unaGive; and this is his Sou), © Iti* 
oneand the ſame in all men,and of itſelf 
equally igclined to all great and tru- 
ſcen2ent thiogs.: but in the moſt it y 
miſguided, baffled and ſuppreſſed, and 
though it be never ſo preat it is tono 
purpoſe. This greatneſs implanted byN+ 
ture is not Magnanimity : It is a Natunl 
diſpofition , not an acquired habit, asall 
Vertue is. A Manis then ſaid to beof 
ſucha 74nd, when he determines, 


thicks in fuch a manner. His mind v. 


Good that intendeth well , his mind 


Evil that deſigneth miſchief, $o tht 


the Mind is the Soul exerting its powet 
in ſuch an a: and the greateſt Soul 
all the World is but Puſilavimons that 
mindeth little things. A great Soul k 
Magnanimous in Fffe&, a Mind applyed 
co mighty ObjeUs. Some men have a 


 Educs 


Magnanimity infuſed by the power 
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Education, and are led by Cuſtome to 
Great things, and in a manner by Ne- 


ceffity , for ſuch is their Place and Cal- 


, that they are frequently led ro 
eater Objeas than other men. Of this 
Gi are the moſt eminenc rank of Gran- 
dees, and Princes: Kingdoms, and 
Thrones, © and Privy Councils, and 
Queens , and Armies are their natural 
Dialect, This is no Vertue, for though 
it be not innate by Natwre, yet they are 
hires to it , and it is given by Forte, 
Qthers conſider what they have to do, 
and make an efetion, and though they 
are born in a poor and deſpicable eſtate, 
Xe bot Magnanimous by Nature, or 
Fortune, bur by Choice and voluntary 
Election. Not to ſatisfie the humour of 
a high Blood , choler and fire , nor to 
a?a\wer the neceſlittes of a higher Cal 
liog ; but to diſcharge the ofce of Ver- 
tve and Wiſdom. And this is the Off- 
ſpriog of the i, the true and genuine 


 Vertne. Which as it is far more worthy 


than any of the reſt, is guided to far 
better and more glorious Objeds , ard 


. more diffufively given by the Bounty of 


GOD to all kind of Men in all Condi- 
tions. -In the Poor it is more marvellous 
_ than 
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than in the Great and Rich : Ithas ſuch 
an undaunted property in its Nature, 
that though the diſproportion between 
chem and their Aſſurance, or Hope, or 
Deſire ſeem inufiuite,, aud the end which 
they aim at by their Magnanimity is 
judged impoſſible : though their attempt 
appear a ridiculous madneſs to them tg 
whom the Verities of Religion appear 
incredible, yet they are no whit diſcou- 
raged or aiſheartened at the matter, but 
ſtout]ly march on, being animated by the 
alarum of ſuch a Trumpet, ſuch a Drum 
as Magnanimity 1s. His Faith is more 
Divine by conquering the difcourage- 
ments of the World, than if he met with 
no cenſure or oppoſition, 

IF you would have the Character of 
a Magnanimous Soul, he is the Son of 
eternal Power.,acd the Friend of iofinite 
Goodneſs, a Temple of divine and hea- 
venly Wiſdom, that is not impoſed upon 
by the foul and ragged diſguiſes of Na: 
ture, but acquainted with her great Cz 
pacities and Principles, more than com- 
monly ſcafible of her intereſts, and 
depths, and defires, He is one that has 
gone in-unto Felicity, and eojoyed ber 
beauties, and comes out again ber per 
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Qt Lover and Champion : a Man whoſe 


inward ſtature is miraculous; and his 
Complexion ſo divine, that he is King of 
25 many Kingdoms as he will look on: 
One that ſcorns the ſautty way of en- 
joyivg things like a Slave , becauſe he 
delights io the Celeſtial way, and the 
[mage of GOD, He knows that all the 
World lies in Wickedneſs ; and admires 
not at all, that things palpable and near, 
and natural, are unſeen, though moſt 

werful and glorious; becauſe men are 
blind and ſtupid. He pittes poor vici- 
ous Kings that are oppreſſed with heavy 


_ Crowns of Vanity and Gold, and ad- 


mires how they can content themſelves 
with ſuch narrow Territories : yet de- 
lights in their Regiment of the World, 
and pates them the Honour that is due 
unto them, The glorious Exaltation of 
good Kings he more abundantly extols, 
becauſe ſo many thouſand Magranimous 
Creatures are committed to their Truſt, 
and they that govern them underſtaud 
their Value, But he ſees well enough 
chat the Kings glory and true repoſe con- 
liſts in the Catholick and eternal King- 
dom. As for himſelf he #s come unto 
Mount Sion, and to the City of the living 

GOD, 


_ Df Wagnanimity. 
GOD, the Heavenly Jeruſe!em, and to ax 
innumerable Company of Angels , to the 
General Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt. 
born, which are written in Heaven, and 
to GOD the Fuage of al, and to the Siri 
of Juſt men made perfe@ , and to JESUs 
the Mediatour of the New Covenant : And 
therefore receiving a Kingdom which 
capnot be moved, he deſires to ſerve 
GOD acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear: And the truth ts he can fear 
nothing elle , for GOD alone is a con- 
ſuming fire. He very-well underſtands 
what the Apoſtle ſaith, and dares believe 
him : 1 ceaſe not 80 give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my Prayers, that 
the GOD of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Fa 
ther of Glory, tay give unto you the Spirit 
of i(dom and Revelation in the know- 
ledge of him, the eyes of your Underitaud- 
ing being enlightened , that ye way know 
what is the HOPE of his Calling, and what 
the RICHES of the GLORT of his IN. 
HERIT ANCE in the Saints, And what it 
the EXCE EDING GREATNESS of his 
POIWER #0 usr-ward who believe, according 


to the WORKING of his Mighty Power: 
which be wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed 


kim from the dead, and ſeit him at his own 
RIGHT 
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x1GHT HAND in the HEAVENLY places : 
far above all Principality, and Power, and 
Might , and Dominion , and every Name 


- that is named , mot only in this WORLD, 


but in that uſo which is to come: And 
bath put ALL THINGS wnder his feet and 
be gave him to be HEAD over all Things 

19 the CHURCH which 3s bis BODT, THE 
FULNESS OF HIM THAT FIL- 
LETH ALL IN ALL. Now to bim 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly a- 
bove all that-we ack or think, according to 
the Power that WORKETH in xs, Unto 
tim be Glory in the Church by Chrift TFeſus, 
throughout a AGES , World without end. 

Amen, 

A great and a clear Soul knoweth that 
2]| theſe intimartions muſt needs be true, 
for it is an amazing Miracle that they 
ſhould be otherwiſe. I»finite Love and 
Eternal Bleſſedneſs are near allyed; and 
that theſe ſhould ceaſe, is contrary to all 
N ature, in GOD, in the Soul of Man, in 
Heaven, in Earth, in the order of the 
Univerſe, and- contrary to all that VISI- 
BLE GLORY which ia the World ap- 


feareth, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


Of Modeſty, Its Nature. Its Original. lt; 
Effefts and Conſequences. 


ODESTY is'a comely Grace iq 
= the Behaviour of a Man,by which 
he pioufly diſſembleth his owa PerfeRti 
ons, and bluſheth at his Praiſes. Ic ſprir- 
geth from a certain fear and ſence of hi 
ImperfeQion. 'Tis the ſhadow of Guilt, 
and a beautiful cover of Origioal Cor- 
ruption. It is ſometimes Natural, and, 
which is contrary to all other Vertues, 
more truly vertuous for being fo. For 
then it is Simple, Genuine, and Real; 
but ſtudied Modeſty is-affected and arti- 
ficial : yet where Nature has not brenlo 
obliging as to give the endowment, ti: 
_ not altogether to be condemned , ince 
It is agreeable to the beſt of our condi: 
tions. itn this World, and ſupplies 2 
defett jo his Nature, that is boro witaout 
it, 

IT is akin to Shame, yet increaſes the 
honour of him that wears it ;-it is th- 


fthade of Vertue, yet makes it char 
; 
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ſt is a tin&ure of Humtlity , viſtble in a 
rermilion and deeper die; and the more 
natural and eafie, the more ſweet and de> 
lghtful. 

*T charms the Envy of thoſe that 
zdmire us, and by.ſeemivg to extinguith 
our worth gives it a double beauty. Ic 
reconciles a man to the Enemies of his 
Grace and Vertue , and by a ſoftneſs ir- 
refiſtible wins a Compaſſion in all Spe- 
Qators. It is a Vertue which by refuſing 
the honour that is due unto it, acquireth 
more; areal Counterfeit, and the only 
honeſt and true diffimulation, Ir is an 
effeminate, yet a laudable quality ; a 
ſpice of Cowardice,more prevalent than 
Courage 3 a Vertue by which we deſpiſe 
all meaner Honours, while we are ambiti- 
ouſly carried to the higheſt Glory, It 
ſeemeth ioconſiſtent with Magnanimity, 
jet is her youngelt Siſter. 

I T hath not many ObjeQs, nor are 
ts Aims apparent, nor its Ends conſpicu- 
ous. It is the Mother of fine and deli- 
cate Reſentments ; its ſtrength conſiſteth 
In tenderneſs and fear, He that is Mag- 
ranimous in ove reſpect,” may be modeſt 
'n another. Praiſes and Commendati- 
oos are the fuel of its Nature, it feedeth 

upon 
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upon them , while it grows by reje<Qin 

thew, It delights in what it feareth; 
and is full of difſcords, but more tull of 
harmonies. It is pleaſed in its diſplez- 
ſure, and alwaics fighteth with its own 
Repugnancies. It is a Vertue mixt of 
Sence and Reaſon ; its region is in the 
Body more than in the Soul,and in all its 
Spiritual motions lt is attended with Cor. 
poreal impreſſions. The Blood and Spi- 
rits dance in the Veins, as if Nature were 
delighted with its own Confulions, By 
captivating the favour of Men upon 
Earth, it affeteth the very Angels in 
Heaven, with much of pleaſure. It put- 


reth us 10 mind of Guilt and Innocency - 


at the ſame time, and by confeſiion of 
the cne adds luſtre to the other. By 
making way for the acceptance of a 
mans Perſon, 1t giveth more eſteem, fuc- 
ceſs, and efficacy to his other Vertues, 
And by this means it hath much of ex 
ccllency 1a little. - 

HE that hath it not , muſt needs ac- 
quire ſomethiog like it; and if he be 


elaborate in expreſſing it, muſt hide his. 


Art underthe vail of Nature, Though 
it be remote from the higheſt End, It 
may be guided to it, and when ſo = 

ed, 
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Red, is alwaies innocent, Itis very juſt, 
for while other Vertues make it a Ver- 
we, it is a Grace unto them all. You may 
look upon it 45 a tangible flame and fee 
tin others, but muſt feel it in your (eIf 
before you can naderſtandit, It 13 old 
in Children, young 10 middle Aged men, 
it laſt an lofaor. Itis greateſt in the be- 
zining of our life, it decayeth in Youth, 
nOid Agent vaniſheth; art Jeaft chang- 
eth its dwelling , for it ceaſeth ts be in 
the Body of an Aped man, and turneth 
into Courteite or Civility, in the Con- 
rerſation, When ir dieth, it is buried in 
Humility, and liverh inits Tomb, bing 
empaled 1a as it were with Mecknels, 
and walclug daily for its Reſurrection. 
Much cannot be ſaid of it preciſcly : but 
It is beſt commended, when lett to your 
Praltice, It is the only tender lotfane 
of all the Vertues: like Cupid 2meung 
the gods: it appeareth frequently,and 1s 
much exerciſed, in the Schvol of Fer: 2 
but is capable of more high and more 
doble uſes. 

MODE S TY in Apparel is commer 
ded in the Scriptures. It implies Mude- 
ration and Chaſtity together. Ic 435 
-0metimes oppoſed ro Laſciviouſpels, 
K k {ymMC* 
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ſmetimes to Exceſs, ſometimes to Im- 


pudence: And ts a great Vertue, if for 
nothing elſe, but the excluſion of theſe 
abcminable Vices. 

T HE. other Vertues ſeem to be the 
Members, and ſubſtantial parts of the 
2ody of worth : Modeſty like the Air, 
and M-en of them all. It 1s the puard of 
th: Soul againſt Looſneſs and Pride, ; 
Vertuc reprefiing the fumes of Self. 
conceit, and a kind of ſilent reſtraint of 
all that Arrogance, that delights in 
pemps and ſupet fluities. 

THOUGH it be a little Vertue, its 
Reality is apparent : for unleſs it be made 
up With ſome other ſupplies, the want 
ot Modeſty is pernicious and deſtcu- 
ctive. | 

IT is exerciſed 10 ſmall things, butis 
of long extent 1n the vertue of its in- 
Huencez and becauſe of the multiplicity 
of its uſes and occaſions, amounts to a 
conliderable degree of Goodneſs, It 
hath fomething like Love in its nature, 
for it prefcrreth avother above it ſelf, 
and iv that its magnerical and obliging 
quality much cenfiſterh, 12 honour pre: 

ferring one another, [It fulfils that Law, 
wherein cur moſt near and tender Ir- 


tereſt 


DL Liverailty, 
terelt is concerned. In prefern: 17 ONE 1s 
rother there Is a Jovely cone. more 
ſweet and happy tha: "the belt Acters * 
meOt. Itis of all ectherihe mol i: galy 
ltnte, ard ina Contnuon, 


CHAT. XXX 


The excelent Nature of Liberality. Fuſes 
to be obſrrved in ihe pradice of it. Re-' 
gard to our Servants, Relations, i riends 
and Neighbour: muſt be Did in our Libe- 
rality , as well as to the Poor and Nevdly, 
| How our external ad, of Charity oght 
to be improved for the ben fit if nens 
Souls, Liberality makith Recigion rea! 


and ſubſtanti. il, 


| [B ERALITY, 1a the common uſe 

and accept ation of the Wor, dit- 
ers from M3 gn: hicence, as Modoity fo 
M3pnanimity. There 15 much of Itberty 
and freedom 1a its Nature. For Avirice 
Ka ſtrict and four Vice,aid they ther 276 
guity of it are called Aſers ; bit n 
Bountiful man kn 2 g00d ey.. and 15.45 
Ireefrom Anxiety, as he 35 free i: ditÞhur- 

| {. 
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fig, His Communicative humor is much 
his enlargement ; he knows little of Con. 
finement.Care or Bondage, | 
THFRE are two Vertues that endan. 
g-r a Mans welfare in this World; and 
they bave all the Temporal Promiſe, 
Mcikn. fs ſeems to encourage Our Ere- 
mics totrample ns under feet, becauſeit 
promiſerh Impuvity: And 1t ts directly 
ſ:id 'The Meck ſhall inherit the Earth: | 
rty be fo far trom having Enemies, that 
the Meek foall inberit the abundance of 
Peace, Ai d concerning Liberality which 
m-:kesa man a Begpar, at leaſt threatens 
to mike him ſo, by waſting his Eſtate, 
the Scripture faith, The Liberal Soal ſhall 
be made fat. The Liberal Heart deviſeth 
liberal things , and by liberal things ſhall le 
ſtand, | - 
MEAN zre almoſt 1n all things contrary 
ro GOD, Fer fince they tumbled out of 
Eden, they have loſt their wits, and their 
hezds are downwards : They think it 
wiſdom to keep their Mony againſt « 
rainy dry - aid to lay it up for fear cf 
Poverty. But Solomon adviſeth them to 
the dirc& contrary, and maketh it a0 Ar- 
vument why they ſhould be Liberal, Be- 


&-rſ they know not what evi! may come up 
| MT 
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on the Earth. We cannot put our Trea- 
fires into ſafer har ds, than into COD Al- 
nighty's: Nor can we m:ke any ufc of 
Gold and Silver, comparable to that of 
Charitable uſes. By this it 1s th it we 2 lay 
ya good foundation againjt the tint: 10 
comes; and oblige others to recorve us 1it- 
toMinfions here, into eveil[tiry habis- 
tatioos hereafter, 

MY Lord Bridgeman,late Lord K <p- 
er, confeſled himielt 10 his Will FDIEY but 
2 Steward of his Eſtate, and prayed 
GOD to forgive him all bis etfer.cs , 72 
Getting, Miſpending, or not Spending it 4s 
be ought to do : And that attcr mary Cha- 
ritable and Pious works , p<rhaps fur- 


mounting his Eſtate , thuuph concealed 


from the notice ard knowledge of the 
World. 

[ have heard of a {mirt obligirg Calum- 
ny faſtned on a Great Man of France, by 
one that had largely taſted <f his Boun-. 
y: for having been in his Houie horou- 
bly entertained for ſome ſpzce of time, 
and obſer ving how much che Place was 
irequented by all kind of Learned Men : 
and how Liberal the Maſter 0i it was, «<- 
llecially ro men of Worth and Vertue; 
2c Charges the Man with the greateſt C 9: 
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vetoulncl 11th” W or!: 29*Canſe he turned 
all bis niches _ 0:/1eationss As if he 
nag [7030 a it Hip Atatc and Monics to Ule 
But to covet att-ttions . and be a . 
kearts 1S ng detuimity, 

THt, winih is, when the wares where: 
by [ove 15 be tien 1 the Soul are Weil 
EX 407% 110 : 26d the happinels of being 


PETIT [\ uoved and delip hied i ks 1 
(0005 ROMAN 15 fo » te as the Libera | 
man. Ho ishis own end, while he think; 


notCor it, "ok nothin” 15 hacks COpdnciye 
\-) FS SE Te 21G ] 4V_« LACLET , tha: the Mount! 
Ci Mumijiccrce which enriches his Sou}, 
There are three things which bege 
Love, Beauty, Bencfits and Praiſes « They 
are all three ihur up in Goodnels, which 
is the fountein ot Liberality, The beauty 
cf the face is: CL Oe atory.2 hightii! 
of \ mn exdat on withour an Epiſtle: 
vet by doulng CTIEFIS 5 1t prevaileth more, 
on n by an ot it Charms and makett 
it (elf $10 09 CUIIL SHITE OtNers Loye 
0 Mg wiih en ami.ble Soul; andi 
Others 576 def dh d with their own Prat 
{5s ne tat is liberal in the acknowledp” 
Bf CS mend _—__ FLUES . 3:9 ojveth H: 
wr foOthe Worry, Is full ot mulick 3: 
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yiour, 3grecable in his deeds,ang trauzht 


Yd | | 2h 
). {| with the Honour which he impartcth; fo 
-. © freely, A Liberal mans cloathed |-k+- the 
h dun with the Rates of his Own glory, 31 + | 


eſtabliſhes himſclt in the hearts of his 
Ncighbuurs, and reigns like 2 King by 
the ſole intereſt of Ver:ue and Goodnets, 
Every man is a Friend to him that giveth 
many Gifts, He may beasio'y, and as 
temperate, and as wiſe as an Aupel, no 
man will be offended at h:m, becaute he 
beautifies his Religion with fo much 
ooodneſs, He enjoys himſelf, and his 
Riches,and his Friends,and may do what 
he will (with perfect liberty) becaule he 
delights in the felicity of all that accoft 
im, He purs embroideries on Religion 
dy the chearfuinefs of his Spirit, and care 
rlesa light wherever he poes, that mikes | 
MW mn to reverence his Perſun, and eſtcem 
- B i's Cenſures. He moves 10 a iphere of 
: Wonders, his life is a continual (tream of 
Miracles, b-cauſe he is al wates facritizir g 
i bimſclt and his Poſſcfſtons, to the benehr 
i of the World,and the comfort of others, 
g Benchics and Bleſſings are his Life-guard, 
lire his guardian Angels alw:1cs atten- 
| canton him. His Houſe is the hibication 
| *t joy and felicity, and yields a ſpectacle 
Kk 4 of 
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of Contentment to every benolder, Hjx 
N:jphbours are his Security, not his Suf. 
picion 3 and other m-ns Houſes the forts 
20d ramparts about his own. No man will 
burt him , becauſe they extinguiſh their 
own cortentm-nt and benefit in him, 
Theytender him as the apple of their eye, 
b<cauſe he is a greater comfort and ad- 
vantsge than ther unto them. The ancient 
cuſtome of Paradice,ſo long fince loſt and 
forgotie:. in the World revives 1 its Fa- 
mily, where all men are entertained as 
Brothers and Siſters, 2t the experces of 
GO} 3ng Nature, He taketh care, be- 
cauſe Thritc is the ſucl of Liberality; and 
15 Frugal, th:t he may be Bountiful, All 
his aim and labour ts. that he may wain- 
{1in Good IVorks; and make his light ſo ſhine 
before men, that they ſceing his good works 
may glorifie bis Father which ts in Heaven, 
Fhere is a g:nerous Cochdence dilcove- 
red in all kis Actions, and a little glimple 
of Heaven 1a his Bihaviour ; for he lives 
2s1t he were among a compariy of An: 
gels. All mens Eftares are his , and his!s 
theirs: If he had chem all he would 1m- 
part them, and reſtore them to ſupply 
ther Wants: perhaps not with ſo much 
jv iidom as GOD hath done, but with p 
MUC! 
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much pleaſure and contentment , as his 
oodoneſs can inſpire, inthe exerciſe of 
rower ſo kindly and well employed. Burt 
becou{- 5he defigns of GOD are infinite- 
ly deeper than he can well apprehend, 
and laid all ion eternal Wiſdom, he is plea: 
ſed and delighted , that his Care 1s pre- 
vented 3 and that GOD hath done that 
for other mep, to which his own 1inclina- 
tion would readily prcmpt him were it 
left undone, If it were permitted him 
to wiſh whatſoever he liſted, of all other 
things he weuld chictly defire to be a 
Bleſii:zg tothe whole World; and that he 
13 nut fo, is his only di{contentment, But 
for that too there are remedles 1n Felict- 
ty; when he knows a{,his defire 1s gran- 
ted, For a Life beautihed with all Ver- 
te ls the greateſt gift that can be pre- 
ſented to GOD, Angels and Men, And 
when all Secrets {ha}l be revealed, all 
h:dden things brought to hight, his lite 
hill beſeen 10 all its perfection, and his 
D: tires themſelves be the enjoyments 
20d pl-aſures of all the Creatures, There 
Isa C<ttain kind of ſympathy that. runs 
through the Univerſe,by vertue of which 
all men are fed in the feeding of one: 
tven the Angels are cloathed in the Poor 


and 
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and Needy. All are touched and con: 
cerned in every one, Like the Brazep 
Pillars in the Temple of Minerva, if ons 
be ſmicten all reſound the blow through. 
out the Temple : or like the ſtrings of ſe. 
veral Lutes ſkrew-d up to Uniſones, 
the one Is M+4e to quaver by the others 
motions, if Chriſt himiclt be fed in the 
Poor, inuch mote may Angels and Mey, 
Ar the [ait d:y we find no other ſcrutiny 
about Religton, but \.hzt we have done 
ornepletted 1:1 Liberality. Come vebliſſed 
of 71 father inherit the Kingdom Pprepa- 
red for you from the foundations of th: 
World, for I was hungry and ve gave mt 
eat, ihirfty and ye gave me arink , naked 
and ye cloathed me, a Stranger and 
ye took mein; I was ſickand yeviſited me, 
I was an Priſon and ye cameunto me, In 
a/much as ye have done it to the leaſt of 
theſe my Brethren, ye have dine it unto me, 


LOVE it f-ems will (it 19 Judgment on 


the Werld: and the Rule of Trial ſhall 
hc the fulfiiling of ts Laws, Love (hall be 
the glory too of ail the 4] ors. Ard 


every act of Cruelty and O-piclli Jn Wt | 


liitely odious In 31] their eyes. 
THERE was a certain King which 

Would take drown! of his Servants: and 

when 
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when he had begum to reckon , one was 
brought unto him , that ought hinz 10000 
Talents. But foraſmuch 45 he bad not to pay, 
bis Lord commanded him to be ſold, and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. The 
Servant therefore fell down and worſhipped 
bim, ſaving , Lord have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all, Then the Lord of 
that Servant was moved with Compaſſion, 
and locſ-d him , and forgave him the Debt. 
But the ſame Servant went out, and found 
one of his fellow- Servants which ought him 
100 pence,and he laid hold on tim and took, 
lim by the throat, ſaying, Pay me that thou * 
oweſt, And his fellow-Servant fell down at 
his feet and beſought him , Have patience 
with me and 1 will pay thee all. And be 
wonld not but went and caſt kim into Priſon 
till be ſhould pay the Debt. So when his fel: 
low-Servants ſaw what was done , they were 
very ſorry, and came and told to their Lord 
2! that war done. Every negle& and con- 
tempt of our fellow-Brethren is 10jurious 
and grievous to GOD, Angels and Men : 
for there 15 one common Principle la all 
Nature, to hate evil Deeds,and eſpecial- 
ly thole of Rigour and Severity , when 
we our ſelves ſtand in need of Mercy. 
and have received Favour, This com- 
mon 
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mon principle of Sympathy and Com. 
paſſion iotitles us to all the good, that 
is done to any Man in the World, The 
Jove of Equity a3d Reaſon, and the naty: 
ral inclination that carries us to delight 
ig excellent Deeds, gives us an 1ntereſ} 
io all chat are performed, The beauty of 
the one is as ſweet and blefled as the de- 
formity of the other is vdtous and di- 
ſtaſtful. And if we our ſelves are inh- 
nitely obliged, and live by the bounty 
and goodneſs of another, after we have 
forfeited the-Kings favour, have received 
It again with pa:don arid forgiveneſs, nay 


and with more ard greater benefits; if 


we {hall not be liberal to one another, it 
15 altrange inequaluy. But the diſcharge 
of our duty will make us amiable and 
delightful. 
That the King of Glory is fo concern- 
edin the welfare of his Subj-aAs, were 
there pothing elſe in the Duty but that 
covltderition, is an infinite encourage- 
ment. He that receiveth 1ou, receiveth me, 
!s ſuch an obligation, that as it 15 all 
Gocdacſs in it (elf, fo ts it all M tive unto 
us. Eternity will fcarce be ſufficient to 
fathom its depth. Do we feed GOD him- 


{elf in feeding the Poor, and his eteroal 
| Son 
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Son Jeſus Chriſt ? Are theſe Needy per- 
ſons the Repreſentatives of ' the GOD- 
HEAD, in whom we are to ſhew all ouc 
:fection, love and gratitude to the foun- 
tzinof al! Life and Happineſs? How in- 
foite ought our Liberality to be , when 
we conſider the excellency of our Bliſs 
and BenefaCtour? Are they beloved, are 
they all his Sons, the very expreſs image 
of himſelf; all diſguiſed and concealed 
Kings ; all Temples of eternal Glory ? 
What meaſure can confine or ſhut up 
our bowels? Are the SpeQators ſo ingu- 
merable, ſo divine, ſo bleſſed, fo nearly 
allyed to cur ſelves, forich , and great, 
and beautiful, are they ſo deeply con- 
cerned in the welfare of others,and does 
every aCt of Charity extend toall ; ſhall 
we appearin the very aCt it ſelf eternally 
before them > What a vaſt ambition of 
pleafing all theſe glorious Perſons, ſhould 
be expreſt in every operation of the Soul? 
As every Thought is ſeen throughout all 
eternity, and every Word' that is ſpoken 
here on Earth) heard in the utmcuſt ex- 
tents of immenſity; ſo is there a kind of 


Omnipreſent greatneſs in the ſma)lcſt a- 


Con, tor it is vertually extended through 
all the emmnipreſence of Almighty GOD- 


Cy!) 
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even as every Centre , whereln it can he 


done is eternally near, Day and within 
him ia the remotett part of his omnipre. 
fence. 'Tis dilated in a momeut,and fill; 
the immentity of GOD with its nature, 
According to lts kind it affeCteth all his 
Eflence in all ſpaces whatſocver. 

YET is there a Rule for the bounding 
of all external acts of Charity, aud ano- 
ther for improvipg It, Intelligence is the 
light wherein Alms-deeds ought to ſhine, 
and attaio their glory : Love 1s the ſoul 
of Compaſſion, and Zeal the fervour of 
Perfection : without which though a mar 
beſtow all his Goods to feed the Poor, and 
give his Body to be burned, it profiteth no 
thing, Wlizre this great abyls of good- 
neſs is, Prudence may diſpence it, asit 
leeth occaſion. All other Vertues attend- 
ing upon It, It 1s impoſſible to deſtroy it 
ſelf here onearth, unleſs the caſe be fo 
urgent, that it is better die, than to live 
io the Werld, For a good wan fheweth fa- 


wour and lendeth ; but itis added, He wil 
guide his affairs with diſcretion. 


T he firit Rule is, to ſecure the life and 
growth of the tree,by cauſing it ſo to bear 
one year, that it may bring forth fruit a- 
nother,It is no good husbandry to cut it 
down: 
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3own: nor any charity to make it wither 
and expire, And on this very account 
; Charitable man mult preſerve himſelf, 
that he may do more good, by continu- 
ing longer able to do it, | 
HE that will ex+mine the proportions 
nod meaſures of his Liberality may take 
this Rule for the ſecond : Let thy Super- 
fuities give place to other mens Counve- 
niencies, thy Conveniencies to their Ne- 
cfſities, thy Neceſiities to their Extre- 
mities. 

A third Rule 1s this ; Qur Riches muſt 
be expended according to the ſeveral 
Circumſtances apd cccaſions of our hves, 
ALiberal man will not pinch and ſtarve 
his Servants. For it is contrary to the na- 
ture of Bounty to opprelſs auy, to hurt 
20y, to trample upon any, He will be 


good to all, ard to thoſe moſt, that are 


near unto him. GOD hatcth robbery for 
burnt Offering, or that Strangers ſhuuld 
eat the Childrens meat , or that Beggars 
or Riotous perſons ſhould devour the 
right of a mans Servants. He that does 
brave as abroad,but is a Niggard with« 
In doors. has a glorious tratit ipread a- 
broad hike a Peacock , but fraiids upon 
black feet; and my bear that ng 
| | bird 
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bird for his Creſt, which is the emblem of 
Pride and Vain-glory.So Is it with young 
Prodigals that oppreſs poor Tradeſmen, 
by defrauding them of their Debis, yer 
are laviſh enough to the Poor and Nee- 
dy. This is a defe& with which Goodneſ 
is inconhiſtent, and it blaſteth their Chz- 
rity.[t is better take off 100 pounda year 
from ones benevolence to the poor, than 
wrong a Servant or Creditour of a ſhil 
ling. The Rule therefore is this, Firſt ſe. 
cure the works of Neceſlity 5 have food 


and rayment for thy ſelf: keep out of 
debt,Next render to every man his due 


in point of Juſtice, and employ no man 
thou canſt not pay ; rather periſh thy (lf 
than oppreſs another. If thou art able, 
and haſt any thing to ſpare , then let the 
miſeries of the Needy be ſupplied inthe 
works of Compaſlion and Charity : but 
let not all be ſwallowed up here, thy 
Neighbours, and Acquaintance, and 
Friends, and Kindredclaim a ſhare ; avd 
thou muſt ſecure ſomethiog for the works 
of Courtelie ard Hoſpitality. So order 
all both ia thy Eſtate and Life , that the 
kindneſs of GOD may ſhine in all.So do- 
ing thy Stewardſhip ſhall be acceptable 


to the whole World , and thy Memory 
bleſled among men and Apgels Ou 


Df Liberality, 


Our Saviour when he wrought his Mi- 
ncles, as he opened the eyes of the 
blind, healed the {tck , caſt out Devils, - 
aiſed the dead,gave food to the huvgry, 
tongues tothe dumb, ears to the deaf, 
ind legs to the lame : fo did he give ad- 
rice to the Ignorant, and interpret all 
tis deſign,by choſe Parables and Sermons 
which artended his Cures. Good Counſel. 
Loſtentimes a greater gift than a Truuk 
of Mony. While the Irons hot it is time 
to ſtrike, Good Counſel is like a bitter 
Pill, that muſt be gilded with Liberal 
ty. If the Word of GOD be like good 
ſed, the heart in which 1t is ſown is fot- 
ened by Sorrow , and ploughed up by 
zMiCtion, and prepared to receive it by 
the huſbandry of Providence. And the 
properelt Seaſon that can be choſen for 
laltruction is the time of Obliging, He 
that intendeth the welfare of the Soul 
by all the good works he doth to the 
Body, is deep and perfect in Charity. 
A wiſe man will improve his advantages, 
and eorich his Gifts with pious difcour- 
ls, A BenefaQour has authority to talk 
what he liſteth, and bribes his Auditor 
to patience by his Bounty, Since He that 
pinneth Souls is wiſe, a profound Libera- 
L | lity 
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lity will not let {lp a golden Opporty. 
nity, nor ſuffer his Gift to be dark and 
infGgoificant, He will m3ke mention of 
the glory of GOD, and the Love of 
Chr1ilt, the guilt of Sin,the danger of Hell, 
avd the hope of Heavengand alwales eq. 
de:vour to make his Love apparent to 
that GOD, for whoſe ſake he pities the 
Pcor, ard i+ kind towards all, Foraſmuch 
as man hath two parts, and his Body js 
without the Soul but a putrid Carka(; 
he will put lite into his Mony,and inſpire 
his Munifticence with all his Reaſons, that 
his Buunt'y may covfiſt of ewo parts in 
like manner , and have a Soul for its In 
terpreter. Liberality to the Soul is the 
Sul of Liberality, Paradice and Hes 
vcn are better to be given than Gold and 
Siiver, And every Good man will imitate 
the Apoſtle, who was ready not toim- 
part the Goſpel of GOD only, but bis 
own Soul to the benefit of thoſe for 
whom Chriſt died. 3” 
THIS onething further I deſire you 
to note, He that ſoweth ſparingly fhall req 


_ /Þ wirxgly, but ke which {oweth bountifwiy 


hl reap alſ» bountiful, In the Kingdow 
of Heaven every man recciveth his Pen- 


ny : b.cauſe all their Joyes are ay 
3D 
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and equal, Their Treaſures ſhall be the 
ame, but they will differ in Glory, 
The (ame GOD, the ſame Angels, cs 
fame Men, . all the ſame Obje&s hall 
round about every man. Every man ne 
ke and enjoy all the.Glory of hiseternal 
Kingdom , becauſe every ones lite and 
elicity ſhall be perte&t, Bur yet their 
works follow them ; and every man ſhall 
be cloathed in the beauty of his own 
ations, Vertues and Graces. There ma 
be twenty Childreo in the ſame family, 
yetall of ſeveral Features. There may 
in W be a thouſand Trees io the ſame Orchard, 
n-W yet all of different kinds, The (ame 
he Ml brightneſs and glory may be round a- 
a- © bout them, the ſame ikie cover them, the 
id £ {ame Earth ſupport them, the fame Stars 
te ferve them , the ſame Sun ſhine upon 
n- & them, the ſame Sea, the ſame Dew , the 
bis ſame Air and Nouriſhment feed thern, 
or I and yet the one be more fair, and honou- 
rable, and excellent than the other. All 
ou | the World does know that a Tree laden 
ea with Fruits and Bloſſoms Is far more b<au- 
dig (ful than a Tree that is barren and ur- 
2m fruitful. And rhe degrees of Beauty arc 
2n-} 2ccording as the Fruits are, more or l«{-, 


on] And as the Frui's they briog forth adorn 
Fuſs Li 3 thew, 
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them, ſo do their own works praiſe them 
in the Gates, Heaven as It is a Kingdom 
of Light and Knowledge , 1sa Kingdom 
of Perfeion 5 Righteouſneſs and Juſtice 
fHouriſh there io their fuloeſs : and every 
ſeveral degree of excellence is entertains 
ed with an anſwerable degree of eſteem: 
according to the number and preatneſ 
of their Vertues every one 1s honoured 
by Saints and Angels, 

NOW leaſt theſe Fruits ſhould receive 
any impediment by the Vices and Cor- 
ruptions of men, order is taken, that we 
ſhould love our Enemies , bl:fs them thit 
curſe us, do good to them that hate ns, pray 
for them that deſpightfully uſe , and perſe 
cute us, By which means it is that a Libe- 
ral man ſurmounts all obſtacles whatſoe- 
ver, lives among Dragons as if he were 
ſurrounded with Doves, and though he 
be environed with Devils, 1s as if he 
were converſant with Angels: Becaule 
he takes no notice of any Vice in any 
man, to ſtop him, but is as Liberal asif 
all were full of worth and vertue. Nay 
he is more good and more miraculous. 
Their Vices, their Provocations, their 
Diſorders cannot fiain or imbitter hi: 
Nature: but he will be alwaies chearful, 


and 
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and bright, ard fair,and free and perfe&, 
To love the amiable, and be kind to the 
beautiful is natural and eafie. Tr is not 
given to the Angels but to viſit the Fajth- 
ful avd the Penitent. But to love the Evil, 
tobe kind , and good and ſerviceable to 


| the Deformed and the Odious, to the 


Injurious and Ungrateful, 1s ſomewhat | 
more than Angelical, We learn it not of 
them but of GOD,and of his eternal Son: 
who hath commanded us fo be the Chil- 
dren of our Father which is in Heaven ; for 
be maketh his Sun to riſe cn the Evil and 
on the Good ,- aud ſendeth rain on the Juſt 
and on the Onjust, Even Publicans and 
S'oners do in ſome manner as much as 
Aazels,love them that love them. In Hea- 
ven they have no mailgnity, or malicegor 
wrong to OVEIcom:, all that they love is 
Beauty avd Goodneſs: unleſs they learn 
of Jclus Chriſt, and imitate him here oa 
Farth towards us Sioners, But our duty 
s far greater, and our oppolitipn more. 
Which is intimated alſo in our Saviours 
words : For if ye love them which love you, 
what reward have you? Do not even the 
Publicans the ſame? And if ye ſalute your 
Brethren only.what do ye more than other: £ 
Do not even the Publicans ſo? Be ye therc- 
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fore perfeft even as your Fathir which jg jy 


Heaven is perfect. 

[11 the Civie of all, I beſeech you to 
conhiauer 'h's one wolt COgEDnt and weigh: 
ty expoſtularic (- It } is rhe beloved Dil- 
cipl.s, If a man ſay, T love GOD, and hz. 
geth hir Brother . be is a Liar: for be that 
loch not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not ſeen: 
Our Neighbours are not only the reprc 
ſentatives of GOD, but they are here 
upon Earth, are vilible, are prefent with 
vs, are Corporeal as weare, and alwales 
rear us, Our ations among them are p3!- 
pable, and our Converſation with them 
real, GOD 5s invifble, and abſent ren 
us, he 1s afar off in the higheſt Heavdrs, 
Incorporcal, and Incomprehbenſible: It 
we are rcmis and carelels in our duty to- 


wards ou: Ncjohbour, all our devotion 


tos ards GOD will be bur imaginaryzour 
Religion wil degenerate Into an idle and 
Vai: Chimera, kecome a week and fceble 
ſhidow, be ſeated in the fancy , and 
dwandie away Into an atery Sp cujation, 
Ihe reawry of Religion conliſts 10 the 
{lid pratiice of It among the Sons of 
nin thatate daily with us. The difficul 
2:4 ſerious <Riuns of our Lives abroad) 


lee 


cx way. 
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fed our Meditation 1n all our retire- 
nents, and infuſe a reality and [{trevgth 
ioto our Devotions, which make them {u- 
id and ſubſtantial. 


CHAP. XXXI. 


of Magnificence in GOD. Its reſemblance 
in Man. The chief Magnificence of the 
Soul is Spiritual, It is perfe dy expreſſe 
in the outward Life , when the whole is 

' made perfect, and preſented to GOD. 
GOD gives all his life tons: and we 
ſhould give ours all to him. How fair 
and glorious it nt2y be. 


{ OD being propoſed os the Pattern 
\} of our Liberality and Kindne!s by 


our S4viour, the pature of his Bounty 1s 


ttco be contidered for our Information : 
which is great, and publick, and advan» 
tapious to many. Ion ſome of his private 
cilpenſatipns it walks under the nution 
and ijorm of Liberality, 2s it giveth food 
and Raymeit, Gold and Silver, Houſes 
and L2nds to particular perſons: But in 
other <if:C&s of his eteroal love , which 


L1 4 are 
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zrc great 2nd publick, its nature is chan- 
ged into the higheft Magniticence. 
MAGNIFICENCE 1s a Vertue ſcarce- 
ly to be tuuad, but in Kiogs and Empe- 
rours. It is buſted in ereCtiog Temple 
and Triumphal arches, Magnificent The. 
arcs, Colledges and Univerfities, Aque- 
ducts and Palaces, Royal Momument 
and Pyramids, Marts, Havens, Exchanges, 
and all thoſe other great and mighty 
things whereia the glory of Imperial 
Power 1s made conſpicuous, and where- 
by whole Nations are benefited, ard 
Kingdoms adorned. | 
GREAT Power,Riches, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs muſt concur in the effe& which 
1s truly Mugnificent, It muſt be of preat 
Juſtre and glory, as well as of publick 
uſe and benefics and as it is wrought 
wiih great labour and expence, bein- 


parted by a great Soul, and freely given 


ro the good of the People, For Magnt 
ficence implies Greatneſs and Bounty 
united, 

This Creztton of the Univerſe was a 
great ant Mzprificent work, becauſe the 
Juſtre avd beauty of the WORLD bis a 


ſjudi:ime and wonderful Gifr imparted to 


mil101s. The bounty of GOD ia ado 


Th 
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jog all ages with Cities and Empires, for 
the benefit and enjoyment of all the 
World 1s another piece of his Royal 
Magoificence. The infuſion of a Soul 
ſo divine and everlaſting into the Body 
of a Man 1s an aRt of love tranſcendently 
preater than all the Aquzducts and Tro- 
phies inthe World, For ſuch a Celeſtial 
preſence, ſuch a ſublime and illimited 
power, ſuch a vaſt and noble Workman- 
ſhip, as that is, which can ſee and com- 
prehend all Eternity and Time together, 
extend to all Objects in all Worlds, and 
fill Immenſity with life and joy, and love 
and knowledge, with light, and beauty, 
and glory , with adorations and praiſes ; 
though its eſſence be inviſible, and all 
ts ſplendour within, 1s next under GOD 
the higheſt Object of all the admiration 
of Menand Angels: Itisa being as pub- 
lick as the Sun, the great occaſion of all 
the extaljes of the Szraphims , the won- 
der and the rapture of all the Cheru- 
bims, the glory of GOD communicated 
tothe World in ſo divine a Creature; a. 
miraculous effe& of his eternal Power, 
ard the reſemblance of his Godhead a- 
mopg all the Creatures. 

— | _ [THE 
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THE Incarnation of bis: Eternal Son, 
and the giving of the Huiy Ghoſt way 
another Mgn:ticent etf<& of his almigh- 
ty Power : ſo was the pre 3 ration of his 
Word, with the Gitts he gave unto Meg 


io the Patriarehs: Prophets and Apolties, | 


advroed with all the varieties of their 
Labours and Verues, Wiſdom, Courage 

and Patience, Lives and Examples,Deaths 
aid Sufferings, Oppolitions and Succeſſes, 
Miracles and Revelations, The Jewiſh 
Nation alone is a Magnificent pift to the 
whole World. The Apoſtle phraſeth the 
R-<giment of it as a matter of Bounty: 

Now if the Fall of them be the Riches 
of the Wor'd, and the diminiſhing of them 
the Riches of the Gentiles, how much more 
their Fulneſs! And again, When he aſcen- 
ded up on high, and led Captivity captive, 
he gave Gifts unto Men, ſome Apoſiles, and 


ſome Prophets, &c, When he prelented 


21}! Nations and Kingdoms as a token ot 
his love to the Angeis ; when he gave 
all thoſe glorious H {ts in the Heavens 
to the vilion, ſervice and pleaſure of 
Men; much more when he gave all theſe 
in their marvellous order and ami'y u- 
nited, to every Soul: When he filled 


the Heave n of Heavens wih ms 
an 


1 GG,:|"oO | ee Gat wa  afice wm 


and gave all the glory of his Kingdom 

to one ( and that one'to every one) he 
maniteſted the glory of his Magnificent 
power, 1:: that cf his great and tranſcen-. 
dent goodneſs. And in relation to this 

we may cry out with the Apoſtle { more 
than for the myſterious Regiment of a_ 
little Nation , as he doth upon the ac- 
count of GODS dealing with the Jews ) 
Othe depth of the riches both of the Wiſ- ,_ 
dom ard Knowledge of GO D! How un- 
ſearchab'e are his juclements, and his wates 

paſt finding cut ! For all things are yours, 1C 
Whether P:ul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the We.rid, or Life or Death, or things pre- 
ſent. or things 70 come, all are yours, and 
yeare CHKISTS , and CHRIST is GODS, 
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Wherefore he lalth, My Thoughts are not nn F _—_ 


your Thoughts, nor your Waies my Waics, 
For a the Heavens are higher than the 
Farth , ſo are my Waies higher than your 
Waies,and my Thoughts than your Thoughts, 
You give trifilcs, and give them but to 
one , 1 give Worlds and give them to 
every one, You divide and diſperſe your 
Gifts, and leflen by diſperſing them, I. 
communicate and unite ry Gifts, and 
2Uupment by giving them : You thiok it 
impolitble fer one man to enjoy all 
| things, 


% i%; 
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things, I thiok it poſſible for innumerab|e 
Millions. You thiuk your Intereſt js a. 
bated, and your fruition endangered by | zi 
the communication of your Treaſure WU h 
ro m3ny, I know they are increaſed and Il e: 
multiplie:} by the number of the Er il | 
joyers, You think Gold and Silvertobe fl x 
the greatclt Gifts, and that nothing is if C 
vours but what is (hut vp within ſuch 
Shores, and Walls, and Hedpes, I know 
that Men are the greatelt Treaſures, and 
that your intereſt is extended throuph 
all Worlds, and your Pofleflions illiai- 
ted, For according to the tenour of 
theſe words, ard a little before he faith, 
Thou fhalt break forth on the right hand 
121.54+3, and on the left, and tly ſeed ſhall inherit 
+5" the Gentiles , and make the deſolate Cities 
to be inhabited, Fear not, fur thou ſhalt no: Nl | 
be aſhamed : neither be than confounded, il 
for thou ſhalt not be put to ſhame: for they 
ſha't forget the ſhame «f thy Youth, and 
ſhalt not remember the reproach of thy Wi 
dowhood any more, For thy Maker is thy 
hwsband , the Lord of Hoſls i; his Name, 
Ii.$2.3- Cc. Anda little after he ſaith, Thou ſhal: 
4:5- alſo be a Crown of Glory in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal DIADEM in the hand of 
ty GOD.Thou ſhalt no more þe termed For- 
a 2 | ſake, 
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(ken; neither ſhall thy land any more term- 
:1Deſolate, but thou ſhalt be called Heph- 
zibah,and thy land Beulah: for the Lord de- 
ligheth in thee,and thy Land ſhall be marri- 
ed. For 4s 4 young Man marrieth a Virgin. ſo 


ſtall thy Sons marry thee c and as the Bride- 


groom rejoyceth over the Bride , ſo ſhall thy 
GOD rejoyce over thee, For x Son to mar- 
ry with bis Mother is Inceſt : it is Confu- 
fon alſo for a Child to go in unto his Fa- 


thers Wife: And yet the Church of GOD _ 


ſhall be the lawful Bride of every one 
of all her Sons. Here is Magnificence ! 
GOD giveth himſelf, and his eternal Son, 
and his Holy Spirit, and his Bride,and his 
Apoſtles and Prophets, and all the Uni- 
verſe to every Soul ! Which juſtifieth that 
ſayiog of St.ChryſoiFome,GOD loveth every 
one with all the Love wherewith he loveth 
the whole World. His Magnificence ex- 
ceedeth all Limits, Laws, Imaginations, 
Wiſhes, Poſſibilities, and he maketh eve- 
ry one * Heir of the World, + Cobeir with 
Chriſt, * to inherit all things ;, every one 


_ more than the ſole end of all his Kiog- 


dom, For all the,Ornaments and Riches 
of a Bride are given with her Perſon : 
her Palace and Attendants are her Lov- 


ers upon the Marriage , as well as ſhe: 


and 


, 
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ard all things that magothe, or make her 
amiable,are ſubicrvii.utto his eujoyment 
and really his that is her Husband, g 
rat GOL) g1vIDg us tis Cluci to beour 
Mother and our Bride, hath intznded ys 
io 21] the things wh-reby he benefited 
her in all kirgdoms and ages: andhath 
loved us1In ali the Love which he hath 
exerciſed towzrds her: and all the frujr 
of all his Love to the whole World 


reſteth io cur Exaltation. T his is the Mag. 


pificence of Almighty G OD to every 
Soul in his Kiugdow, And for this it is 
that the Church is called, The Aſſembly of 
the Firſt-born, becauſe all her Childreo are 
the perteR Heirs, and Kiogs, and Bride- 
grooms, every one compleatly,and more 
to his ſatisfaCtion, than, 1f he were ſox 
lone. For as GOD is wholly every where, 
and the more here for being in other pla- 
ces; and ivfivitely here becauſe he is 
Omnipreſent : So does he wholly ſee and 
intend every one, asif him alone 5 and 
love him far the more, by loving every 


one 3 for his Love beiog infivite, I: is ex- | 


preſſed towards him in all the parts of his 
Kivgdom : and the more rich and glo- 
rious he maketh all things,the more great 


and h:ppy he maketh Him, according 4 | 
the 
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the immeaſurable All-ſufticiency of his 
finite W1fd om. | 
THERE is in the Goodneſs of GOD 
ur Þ zo iofioite Greaty<fs tha! makes it Magni- 
fceat:tor he gives Himjelf, When a Queen 
gives her (ef, whether it be to a Beggar, 
or to one <&f her Courtiers, or to another 
King, if it proceed from an ardent Love 
the Gift is full of ſweetneſs withir z but 
tis alwates attended with great Magni- 
ficence without ; together with her ſelf 
ſhe gives him her Palace, her Exchequer, 
Gardens of Pleaſure, her Crown and 
Throne, her Soveraign:y, her Nobles, At- 
tendants, and all her Kingdom. GOD 
doth infiaitely more. He gives himſelf by 
| Loving, and with himſclf gives us all his 
Wiſdom,Goodnels andPower,by making 
them full objeRs of Complacency: by 
doing with them for us, all that we could 
devife, or defire,or efiea with them,had 
they been our own and ſeated 1n our 
ſelves. His bounty io giving himfelf is 
attended with infinite advantages, 1nnu- 
 erable wonders of love and goodneſs; 
a care to make himſelf ( as a Bridegroom 
does) exceeding amiable and glorious, 
a care to purifie and fit 1s Queen for 
himſelf with all kind of greatveſs and 
beauty : 
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beauty : a care to adorn his Palace with 
all kind of deleCtable thiongs,Riches, Plea- 
ſures, magoificent Furnitures, Perfumes, 
Muſicians, Piures , Jewels, Dainties, 
Feaſts, Attendants, Nobles, &c, In all 
which he iofinitely exceedeth all the Mo+ 
narchs of the World. Bis Kingdom igce- 
lebrated by David with great Exulta- 
tion, Pſal.145. 


NOW if we would be Magnificent ag 


GOD is, we muſt have a love within our 
Souls, that is willing to impart all theſe 
incomprehenſible Treaſures and Glories 
to every Soul, and to all his Hoſts ; and if 
it be poſſible, to out-do all this, togive 
all theſe Worlds, nay GOD hiaſelf, and 
every Soul toall with greater ardour,and 
J0y and gratitude : Angels and Men,our 
ſelves to all,and all roevery one.For that 
Love which is the fountain of all ts grea- 
ter than all, a greater Gift, and apreater 
T realure. And that love which imitates 
the firſt is in 1's place the only deſirable 
and excellent thing that is poflible, 
GODS love inits place is infinitely better 
thenall. Removing it you ſhake and a- 
boliſh all. But io ſuch a Creature he de- 
fires to be beloved. He made him free, 


that he might be capable of Loving, for 
it 
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itis impoſſible to love by conſtraint or 
zeceſſity : and having made him free and 
left him ro himſelf, infinitely defires to be 
beloved of him. All his own love unto 
him , and all the glories of Heaven and 
Earth which are prepared for him, are. 
means for the obtaining of that end,Obli- 
zations, Mottves, Allurements, Incentives. 
of that Love which GOD delires, If he 
will not return Love, all are imbittered 
aod made diſtaſtful, Ioftnite Love 10ft- 
vitely deſires to be beloved, and is infi- 
nicely diſpleaſed if it be neglected. GOD 
deſires to take Complacency ia all, to ſee 
the beauty of his Bride , ard the accom- 
pliſhment of his deſign, in the Love of his 
beloved. And rothiog in all Werlds but 
the love of that Perſon can be his fati(- 
faction, For nothing can ſupply the ab- 
fence or denial of that Love: which 1s his 
end, For in its place it is the only needful 
and proper thing, far more defired than 
all that went before: All that wen: before 
was but the Means, this is the thing de- 
ſpned and endeavoured by them. For 
upon this Return all the fweernefs of 
the reft dependeth. All is made ſweet and 
compleat,and delightful.it this Soul doth 
'oveGOD in all theſe things ; if nor, they - 
Mm are 
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are all mace vain, and his love ts turned 
i1to ſour diſpleaſure. All the other things 
are ſo tar from abeviating that they jn. 
creaſe his diſpleaſure 3 the glory and a 
bundance of them is fo far from making 
him to deſpile this Love , that i: ripe 
of theſe things he the more deftresit; 


becauſe he would not have his Jabour 


vain; 31d his owuilnfioite Love w:kes 
|:ic more to eticem the love of this Cres- 
turc, which is (in its place) E1s Soveraign 
cbjec&; ant for that very caule ſo be- 
Jzved £04 aImired by all Avgels and 
M. Go. I- northern ttc Love which a man 
returnetha Magnificent thing! Certain- 
iy if it aviwers 214i theſe preparations and 
obligecious as their end , and belookt 
upon 2s inet vwihih ut which all the Crez- 
(10h i Valn and t:uftrate, 1t 1s the molt 
gr:2t 26d maivellous thing 1n all the 
Wo:ld, and is 7 its own place of all other 
things mult tiphly defired by all Angels 
81d Men; and 15 the oreateſt Gift which 
in, end by that Soul) can peſſibly be gri- 
ve. itisclicem of, honour paid to, an 

deliphting, a!l theſe great and molt glo- 
rious:ihings. It contains init ſelf a deſire 
to f-- GOD pleaſed with more than the 
f:uiciun of ail Worlds, and of becoming 
it 
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offerit all up to him, with infinite Deſire, 
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it ſelf the greateſt Treaſure to his eternal 
eſſence of all that 1s puſhible, And if this 
dfire be not ſatisfied ,, all the grandeurs 
of his eternal Kingdom are to no pur- - 
poſe. But the def re ſatisfied is a Tree of Life. 
What the Sun is to the Eye, that is Love 
tothe Deſire, GODS infinite defire of 
our Love makes it ichinttely delightful to 
him. Davids purpoſe to build the Temple 
"3s more accepted than Solomons perfor- 
mance. And it one Contrite groan be 
better than all Sacrifices , to love GOD 
with all the Soul and Underſtanding is 
better than to give him all Worlds. We 
acrifice all by Loving him as we ought. 
We ſee the Beauty and Glory of all, and 


our ſelves alſo with infinite Gratitude. 
Could we make millions of Worlds, in- 
hoitely greater and more perfe& than 
this, they ſhould all be his. No delight,no 
joy, no pleaſure can be R” eater to us,than 
toſce him reigniog. He pives all to us, 

that we might give itall ro him: Inour 
Affetion and with our Love it is moſt 
delightful. Our Afﬀections are the flames 
and perfumes that enrich the Sacrifice. 
He1s a Spirit to be {erved in a Spiritual 
manger : all that we woxld do, we do. 
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| finite deſires and intentions of Plezling 


him are real objects to his Eye. The 
Gocdaels of the Soul, and the Greatneſ 
of his Goodneſs confiſteth in them, 4 
Will enlarged with an infinite Fancy js; 
prodigious depth cf goodnels when iti; 
a'l Love, It would do millions of thingy 
tor its Object ! But GOD 1s incapable 
of more Worlds: and all that are poſi. 
ble he can make himſelf: our Magif- 
cetic! muit be ſhewn in ſomething he 
cannot do, unleſs he were in our Circun- 
ſtagce, and which of all things in the 
World he. knows molt fit to be done, 
were he 11 our places. He cannot be the 
Sou! of ay of his Creatures : but would 
be the Soul of that Soul : the joy ard 
delight of that Soul ; the life and glory 
of that Soul ; and that he cannot be, un 
leſs that Soul will delight in him, and 
love ard honour him. Ir 1s not he mult 
honour himſelf : but that Soul : Hisde- 
fice 1, that tha: Soul would freely turn, 
anc delight in him treely, of its ownac: 
cord, woutd incline it felf to conſider 
lits Exceileliictes, and dedicate It felf to 
love and hoi:owur him. his ts one way 
' $or the Soul to be Marnificent toward: 
Meu toc; who by Nature delight to lee 
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GOD beloved, and ſatisfied 1n appoint of 
ſuch infioite Importance. 

[T is true indeed, that GOD can be 
fall of Indigonation and puniſh : bur tor 
Jove to turn 1nto anger 1s no Compenſa- 
tion for the pleaſure it loft by our mi 
carriage ; and to puniſh is a ſtrange and 
troubleſome work, 1n which Love 1s ex- 
tinguiſhed , or elſe :ffiicted. Iotmite 
Love puts an 1inflatie value on the Gift. 
And I think it is Magnificence to givs a 
Giſt of 1ofin'te value. 

OUR Mapgnificence towards Mien 
muſt be Jaid on a deep and eternal foun- 
cation, We muſt be willing to give our | 


{elves to their comfort and fatist:Ction, 


And that we cannot do,but by imitating 
GOD fa all his Goodnels, ſtudying their 
fclicity, and deſiring their love with the 
ſame carneſtieſs to the utmoſt of our 
pawer: doing in all places, io all things, 
In all Worlds, the things they delirc : 
ſuppaſing them to be what they ought to 
be, like Gods themſelves, 

THE beft Priociple whereby a man 
can (tear his courſe in this World, 1s tht 
which belag well proſecuted will make 
bis Life at once honourable and happy : 


Whichis to love every man in the whole 
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[finite deſires and intentions of Plegfy 
him are rcal objects to his Eye. The 
Gocdaets of the Soul, and the Greatnek 
of his Goodneſs confiſteth in them, þ 
Will enlarged with an iofiatte Fancy IS 
prodigious depth of goodnels when iti; 
2/l Love, It would do millions of thingy 
tor its Object ! But GOD is incapable 
of more Worlds: and all that are poſi. 
ble he can make himſelf: our Magnif- 
cetc2 mult be ſhewn 1n ſomething he 
cannot do, unleſs he were in our Circum- 
[tance, and which of all things in the 
World he. knows moſt fit to be done, 
were he 11 our places, He cannot be the 
Soul of any of his Creatures : but would 
be the Soul of that Soul : the joy ard 
delight of rhat Soul ;. the life and glory 
of that Soul : and that he cannot be, un 
leſs that Son] will delight in him, and 
love ard honour him. Ie 1s not he mult 
honour himſelf : but that Soul : Hisde 
fice 1, that tha: Soul would freely turn, 
and delight in him freely, of its ownac 
cord, woutd inclire it felt to cconfider 
his Exce}ileuctes, and dedicate it felf to 
love and honour him. 1 his ts one way 
tor the Soul to be Magnificent toward: 
Meu toc ; who by Nature delight tole 
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GOD beloved, and ſatisfied 1n apoint of 
he © fuch infinite Importance. 

IT is true indeed, that GOD can be 
4 © full of Indigoation and punith : bur tor 
love to turn into anger 1s no cCompenſa- 
tion for the pleaſure it loſt by our mif 
carriage ; and to puniſh is a ſtrange and 
le MW troubleſome work, 18 which Love 1sex- | 
3. tinguiſhed , or elſe :tfidted. lofmite 
5. Love puts an infiaite value on the Gift. 
1 And I think itis Magnificence to piye a 
n-M Giſt of iofinite value. 

of OUR Mapnificence towards Men 
e © Pult be Jaid on a deep and eternal foun- 
oe cation, We muſt be willicg to give our 
JM {elves to their comfort and ſatisfaction, 
4 Ard that we cannot dogbut by imitating 
5 COD ft all bis Goodneſs, ſtudying their 
- MY iclicity, and deficing their love with the 
4 ame carneſtneſs to the utmoſt of our 
&} pawer: doing in all places, 10 all things, 
e- i2 all Worlds, the things they deſirc : 

rn,  ppoſing them to be what they ought to 
&- be, Ike Gods themſelves. 

fl THE beſt Principle whereby a man 
can ſtear his courſe in this World, is that 
waich being well proſecuted will make 
his Lite at once honourable and happy : 
Whichis to love every man in the whole 
Mm 3 World 
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World as GOD doth. For this will wake 


a manthe Image of GOD, and fill him 
with the mind and ſpirit of Chriſt, jt 
will m(ke every mao that 1s, the Repre- 
{entative of GOD ard of all the World 


untohim. It will make a mad to reye- 


rence GOD in all Mankind, and lift him 


_ up above all Temptations, Diſcourape- 


ments and Fears It will make him to 
meet the love of GOD, Angels,and Men, 


In every Perſon. It will make a man 


truly glorious, by making him pleaſing 
to GOD, ard univerſally good to every 
one; diffuſive hke the Sun, to give him: 
ſelf to all, and wife to enjoy their 
compleat Felicicy, If there were but 
one, the Caſe 1s evident : ſuppoſing more 
than oneghis duty 1s to love every one the 
more for all their ſakes.For ſince he wut 


: Jove ail, and they are 3ll to love one, 


and cvcry one, he muſt pleaſe themall 
by gratifying their love to one, and by 
doing ſo toevery one, they are all cov- 
cerned in the welfare of one, and ples 
ied in the love that1s born to every one. 
This in the ſtate of Glory will be clear, 
where ev-ry one like the Sun ſhall be 
clearly ſeen extending his love to all; 


though here UpoD Eaith., where our © 
- : ſtate 
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ſate is imperfe(t , by reaſon of the im- 
perfection of our Knowledge it doth net 
appear. Our aCtions are limited : for 
beiog fiaite 1n our outward demernouT, 
they muſt needs be regulzted by Juſtice 
and Wiſdom. Burt two thines ccme 3n 
here to the affiſtance of Mzprificence, 
whereof the fir{t is the inferiour perte- 
Gion of our Love toai!., the ſecond is 
the univerſal Satisfs&tion which the 
beauty of our outward life will afford ac 
Jaſt. Concerning the laſt, two things Ire 
fit to be conſidered, Firſt, th:t as GOD 
has communicated the Suo, by makivg it 
viſible, to all ; and there 1s nor a Sear but 
is ſeen by all Nations and Kinzdoms: fo 
has he communicated the Soul , by ma- 
king it viſible , toall; and there is not a 
Thought that ſhall remata uncovercd ; 
bor an ation , but it ſhall be ſeen by all 
for ever. Secondly, that as GOD him- 
elf is admired for his Inward Love, (o is 
he for the operationsof his Outward Life, 
| mean for his Works and fudgments. 
When they ſaw his Works finithed , The 
Morning Stars ſang together , and all the 


Sons of GOD ſhouted for joy. The Elders 


are repreſented before his Throne, caſt: 

log down their Crowns, and ſaying, Thox 
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Honour, and Power , for thou haſt created 


| all theſe things , and for thy pleaſure they 


are, ang were created. Where the per- 
fection of GODS Pleaſure in the GLO- 
RY of the Creation is evidently diſco. 
vered, tobe one of the Joyes of Heaven; 
a oreat matter of their Contemplation, 
a0 eternal cauſe of their Pralſes. His 
infinite and eternal Love is that by which 
he is Al Glorions within : all the (weet- 
neſs of his Eſſence', and all the petfe- 
Etio! of the Soul is there ; but yethis 
S1ints In the Church Triumphant, ſip 


the Song of Moſes , and the Song of the 


I amb, ſaying, Great and Marvellous are 
thy WORKS, Lord GOD Almighty, Juſt 
and True are thy WATES thou Kino if 
Saint: / His Works are the ſubſtanrcial 
Creatures 10 Heaven and in Earth: his 
Waics are his procecdings and diſpenſa- 
tions 2mIrg them 10 all ages, Forall 


inall appear tcgether for ever, the one. 


being Great and Marvelour, the other 
beautifi:d with Truth and Juſtice, So 
that nulther cf theſe doth ſwallow up 
the othcr , but both are diſtin& and per: 
fe. Our Lovemay be infinite on the 
Inlide, and yet our Life be pay 
V3 


el 


Ap 05-0. 


— .y - 


4 PIETY < — +. F on Y ys H— 


Of DVagnificence. 


ith many limited and particular aCti- 
ons. Now if our Life be like GODS, 
eternally tobe ſeen; and our Actions in 
paſſing paſs not away , but in the ſphere 
f our life abide for ever, our Life all at 
once is a myſterious Object, interwoven 
with many Thoughts, Occurrences, and 
TranſaCtions 3 and if 1t be to be pre- 
ſented to GOD Jike a Ring, or a Gar- 
land, we had need to be very choice in 
the mixture of our Flowers, and very 
curious In the Enammel of fo rare 2 
Token. Perhaps it is his Crown., nay 
ourcwn; His and our Royal Diadem. 
It ſhall ſhine like a oloryabout our Souls 
for ever, That there ſhould be any dirt 
orblemiſh init, 1s inconſiſtent with our 
Felicity : but its a Magrificent Preſent 
i{it be enchaſed with Jewels, well choſen 
and curiouſly ſet, I mean with the moſt 
pure and fit elections, the moſt Wite, and 
ſuſt, and excellent ACtions, the mo(t 
bright and clear Apprehenſtons, ths moſt 
Glvine and ardent Aﬀecions, The Jaſt 
zre like Gold, the ground work of the 
Crow! : but the work it ſelf is a mixture 
of elzborate Diſtintions that ſparkle 1a 
tnerr luſtre like Gems of ſeveral cuts 
and colours, An imperial Crown Is a 
M3gui- 
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Magnificent Preſent trom a King to | 
King : out a Life like GODS 1a 3 lphere, 
for which Time was Jeni rhat it might 
be well wrought , and p:elented bufore 
him when made perfect, as far furpaiſeth 
the moſt glorious Crown that 4:4 ever 
{it upon Monarchs brows , as thur ca be 
ſuppoſed to excel a dull Clod of Earth, 
or a piece of Ruify Iron, There ali Ob. 
ligations, ana Laws, and Duries, and 
.Occaſions are lnterwoven, all our Ver- 
tues, and Graces, and Vices, all our 
Tears, and Devotions, and Prayers, cur 
Servants, the Poor, the Rich, our Re- 
lations, Parents, Friends, Mag'ſtrates and 


Miniſters are ſet, and c<xhibited in thcir 


proper places; they appear to the lite 
with all our Behaviors towards them:and 
though we did deny aPoor mansRequeſt 
for the fake of another, and this and that, 
and the other particular ation did not 


at preſent extend to all: but the Soul was . 


feign to uſe much wiſdom in contraQting 
Its operation for the greater advantage, 
in fading out its Duty, 11 moderating 


its Behaviour, in ballancing its occ:fions 


and accounts; yet in the reſult of all, 
It will be found full of Bounty and 
Goodneſs to al}, by taking care —_ 

| jy 
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juſt and pleaſing to all in the beauty of 


its Converſation, When two things ir 
defires to do, are incompatible to each 
other ; it {ſtudies which of the two was 
more juft, and fit, and neceſſzry 5 which 
tends moſt to the full and final perfc- 
ion of 1ts Life ; the intereſt of a Child 
ſometimes carries #t from another man, a 
debt of Neceflity is paid with that we 
would give, for a work of Charity :: yet 
when all is Obedience, Duty, and Love, 
that life is a moſt Magnificent Gift. A 
Wife , a Siſter muſt be reſpeGed 16 her 
place, a Son, a Servant, a Friend, before 
a Stranger ; if the. caſe be {ich that one 
of them only can be relieved, All in 
the Family, being made in the Image of, 
GOD, as.well as the Beggars wichout 
doors, are Qbjeas of our Charity. Bur 
ſo much Goodneſs being in the bottom of 
the delign, ard ſo much Praderrce and 
Juſtice in the denial: Where his Gold 
and Silver faileth , his affection may be 
iofinite, and the reſtraints he ſets upon 
his Actions, be the feveral cuts and di- 
{tintions in the Work , the very true 
Engravings that make the Jewel , orthe 
Crown Glorjous, Its Matter is Life 1t 
{<]f, yet the Workmanſhip far excels the 

| Matter, 
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Matter, when it 1s as Accurate and Diving 
as it. ought to be. This great and deep 
Thenght makes every little act of Lik it 
magnificent and glorious , a better Gif = , 
toGODin its place, than the Creation IN x 
of all Worlds before him. While amans I { 
| 
| 
| 


Love is really infinite towards all, and 
he is ready to ſacrifice himſelt with 26. 
ſes, and St. Paul, for the good of the 
World : butis Fain to ſet a reſtraint upon 
himſelf for the ſake of others, The very 
oricf which true Goodneſs conceives at 
'!he deficiency of 1's power, and the 
torce that lies upon it in ſo #ngrateful a 
Necellity, where it muſt be an Umpire 
and a Judge between 11s Bowels and it; 
Children, 1s a moleſtation which he ev- 
dures inthe midſt of his daty, filling all 
Spectators with as much pleaſure as him 
with pain, All ſhall be remembered, 
and ail theſe things which are now þ 
grievous, {hallchemſelves become a part 
of our future Glory, | 
REMEMBFR alwailcs thou art about 
a Magnificent work : and as long as thou 
dwelleft here upon Earth lay every aCt- 
Ot right 1n 1ts place, Let not Patience 
only, but every Vertue have her perfedt 
work. Let Wiſdom ſhine ia its proper 
ſphere ; 


Df MWagnificemnce, 


ſphere: let Love within be iofinite and 
eternal, inthe lighc of true Knowledge 
it is impoſſible to exceed : be right in 
all thy Conceptions, and wiſe 1n all thine 
Eleftions, and righteous in all thy Aﬀes- 
Rions , and juſt 10 all thy Actions; let 


the habits of Compaſſton and Mercy ap- 


pear and break out fitly upon all occa- 
fions : and the ſeverity of Juſtice too 
for the preſervation of the World! Let 
all be underlaid with ſolid Goodneſs,and 


guided with Prudence, and governed ' 


with Temperance, ordered with Care, 
ard carried on with Courage: lay hold 
on thy Incentives by a lively Faith , and 
on all the ſtrengths - of Eternity by a 


eloriousHope,let all be ſweetened with a 


gracious Charity , fortified and ſecured 


with 1oviocible Meekneſs, and prefita- 


bly concealed, and vail'd over with Hu- 
mility ; let thy Contentment put a luſtre 
and grace upon all: Jet Magnanimity 
and Modeſty appear 1n thy aCtions, Mag- 
nificence and Liberality act their partz 
let Reſignation co the Divine Will, ad 
Gratitude, come 1a to compleat all theſe, 
and thy Life be beautified with the ſweet 
Intermixture of Obedicnce and Deveo- 
tion: Thy GODLI NESS will be ſo di- 


- 
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vine, that all Angels and Men will he 
perfectly pleaſcd b eſpecially when thoy 
haft wiped out the Miſcarriages by the of 
Lloud of the Lamb, which in a lit. 
chryſtal Vial pure and clear thou ought 
alwzaies to carry about with thee, when | 
thou hiſt waſhed away the defilements 
coniraCted in the work, with the Tears 
of Repentance . Thoſe Tears to0 he Put- 

teth in his Bottles, and they will eurn into 
J.wels. There 1s not on. arop ſy ſmall, \ 
but it fiiall turn into a Precious Stone, 

36d Contivuc for ever 3s It were frozen Ill (e 
;jitoa Germ. Many, O Lord my GOD, are Le 


Fſa'e4c.5s 
i: thy mwonderfal 194; which thou haſt done, - I 
aiid thy 4 poughts whack ate fo 1.5-ward:they P 
canmot be rc. koned up in order unto thee: 0! 
If T 63; @« WeeAare and ſpeak of them, they ef 
are morethan can he zumbered « how preci- i " 
eus alſo ave thy 1 houghts O GOD, how great u 
Ot lheſuta of $601 ! if 1 ſhould count thew P 
_ "3 they are more in number than the Sand! © 
"© When ] awake T1 am ſtill withthee! Add 


with whom elfe can I be! for thou only f 
art ivfinite in Beauty and PerfeRtions O 
my GOD, I give my ſclf for ever unto || ) 
thee ! bo : 
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of Gratitude. It feeds upon Benefits, and 
is in height and fervour anſwerable to 
their Greatneſs. The Queſtion ſtated, Whe- 
ther we are able to iove GOD more than 
our ſelves. 1t is impoſſable to be grateful 
10 GOD without it. A hint of the glori- 
ous Conſequences of /o doing. 


THAT GOD has made us able to 
do by way of Gratitude, you mult 
ſee in the Chapter of 2/agnificence. The 
Love wherewith all theſe thizgs ought to 
be done, ſhall be ſo gre:t in the eſtate of 
Perfe@ion , our Charity and Wiſdom fo 
diretly 19tend 2!! Angels and Men, and 
eſpecially GOD above all bleſſed for e- 
ver, our Gratitude and Goodneſs make 
us ſo zealous for their ſarisfaCtico,that no 
pleaſure in the whole World ſhall be 
comparable to that of be iog Delightful to 
them. To receive all is ſweer, bui io com- 
municate all ( adorned thus within the 
ſphere of our own lives) is infinitely be- 
yond all thar can be ſweet in the recep- 
tion, both for our glory and ſatisfaQtion. 
There is ever upon us ſome preſſing want 
in this World, and will be till we ate infi- 
| nitely. 
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nitely ſatisfied with varietiesand depree; 
of Glory. Ot that which we feel at pre. 
ſent we are ſenſible; when that wawt is ge 
faticfied and removed , another appear- Wſclt 
eth, of which before we were not aware, I 0 
Till we are fatisfi<d we are ſo clamoroy; Ml 
and greedy, asif there were no pleaſure 
but ia receiving all : When we haveit we 
are ſo full;that we know not what to do 
with ir,we are in daoger of- burſting, til 
we can communicate all to fome fit and 
amiable Recipient, and more delightin 
the Communication than we did in the 
Reception. This is the foundation of rea} 
Gratitude, and the bottom of all that 
Goodneſs which is ſeated in the bent and 
inclination of Nature. It is a Principleſo £ it 
{ſtrong,that Fire does not burn with more I '0 
' certain viclence , than Nature ſtudy to If bt 
uſe a!], when it hath gotten It, and to im- ta 
prove its Treaſures to tlie acquiſition ON £2 
its Glory, | | W 
THE Holineſs of all the work conſilts I P* 

in the Fervour wherewith it is done, and 
if our Love ſhall in Heaven anſwer allits | 
Cauſes, it will be equal to all its Obliga- J ** 
tions and Rewards, and as infinite 10a fu 
ranger as the excellencies of its objetts 
the very love o1 GOD towards all oy - 

W! 


e 
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will be io it , our Love ſhall be in all his, 
2nd his in ours, And if we love GOD, An» 
gels and Men,all Vertue, Grace and Feli- 
city as they deſerve; we ſhall ſo delight 
nexcellent actions, and in appearing a- 
niable and glorious before thew,that we 
would not for all Worlds miſcarry ia a 
title: And therefore every defeqt(even 
after pardon ). wlll be an infinite diſaſter 
2s well as blerriſh. This is one effect of 
Gratitudein Nature. And 1f it were not 
for the SatisfaRtion of Feſas Chriſt, and the 
efficacy of Faith and Repentance in his. 
Blood, the leaſt Sinner in all Nature 
would be eternally miſerable, notwith- 
ſtanding the advantages of Chriſts blood. 
[tis the defire of the Soul to be ſpotleſs 
ioitſelf, And if it be ſo prophane as to 
build upon theſe advantages, without 
taking care tobe as excellent as itas able, 
tis the moſt- uograteful Creature 1n the 
World, and is too baſe and dirty, to ap* 
pear in Glory. | 

TO talk of overflowing in the diſburſ- 
ments and effuſions of Love and Good- 
veſs, till our emptineſs and capacity be 
full wichio, is as impertineot and unſea- 
ſonable, as to adviſe a Beggar to give a-- 
way a Kingdom,or a dead man to breath, 


or one that is ſtarving to give Wine and 
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Panquets to the Poor and Needy, But 
when a man is full of blefſedneſs aud plo. 
ry,nothing 1s ſo eafie as to overflow unto 
others: to forbid,or hinder hitn, is to ſti- 
fle and deſtroy him. Breath with the ſame 
neceſiicy muſt be let out,as It 1s taken in, 


A man dies 8s certainly by the confine- 


ment,as the want of it. To ſhut it up aud 
deny it are 1n effeCt the ſame. When 


man hath the glory of all Worlds, heis | 
willing to impart the celights wherewith: | 


he is ſurrounded , to give away himſelf 
to ſome amiable ObjeR, to beantihe his 
Life,and dedicate it to the uſe aad erjoy- 
ment of Spectators, and to put life into 
ail his Trealures by their Communicacton, 


Tolove, anal admire, and adore, and } 
praiſc,in ſuch a cafe are not only pleaſant, | 
but netural,and'frec, and ineviiable ope- | 
retions.* It is then his ſupream and only | 
joy to be amia ble and delighrtul, For the # 
actions of Love and Honour belopg io a Þ 
peculiar manner to a plentitul eſtate: | 
Wants and Neceflities when they pinch, | 
and prind us ina low condition, diſturb | 
all thoſe eaſtie and delicate Refſentments, | 
which ficd their eſoment in the midſt of | 


Pleaſu:es and Superfluities Hence It 1s, 
that high-born Souls iInCourts and Palaces 


2re additcd more to ſfiveet and —_— 
| e 
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ble exceſſes, than Clowns and Peaſants» 
The one ſpend their lite 1n Toi] and La- 
bour , the other in Careſjes and ſoft Em- 
braces, Amities and Bounties, Obligations 
and Reſpects, Complements and Viſits are 
the life of Nobles: Induſtry and Care is 
that of the meaner People. Honours and 
Adoratiovns are fit for the Temple not for 
the Market. Sofr and tender Aticd&ions 
are more inthe Coxrt,than in the Shop or 
arn, There is ſome difference 10 this re- 
ſpet even between the City aud Couns 
try. But Heaven is the Metropolis of all 
Perfection. GOD is a mighty King, and 
all his Subjects are his Peers and Nobles. 
Their life is more ſublime, and pleaſant, 
and free, becauſe more blefſ:cd and glo- 
rious. Their very Palaces and Treaſures 
are infinite Incentives to the works of 
honour and delight, and they cannot reſt 
either day or night, but continually cry, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord GOD of Hoſts, Heaven 
avd Earth are full of the Majeſty of thy (1o- 
7y, Their Beauties and Perfettions en- 
tlame one another, Their very Joyes in- 
ſpire them with eternal Love: and as all 
Care and Labour are removed, foare all 
delights and extaſies eſtabliſhed, Raviſhe 
ments and Careſles, Adorations ard Comes 
placencies, all the force and violence of 
Na 2 Love, 
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L ove, Charms, Allurements, high Satisfa- 
Ctions, all the delicacies and riches of 
{weetAfﬀetion. Honours and Beauties are 
their Converſation. Towards GOD, to- 
wards themſelves, towards each other, 
they are all HarmonygandJoy,and Peace, 
and Love: they flie upon Angels wings, 
and trample upon Spices. AromatickO- 


d.urs and Flowers are under feet; the | 


very ground upon Which they ſtand is 
befet with Jewels. Such you know were 
the foundations of the Walls of the New 
Jeruſalem,and the pavement of the Street 


was beaten Gold. GOD and the Lamb | 


were the Light,and the Temple of it, 
THAT weare to Enjoy all Angels and 


Men by communicating our ſelves unto | 


themyts a little 24S/erious - but may more 


e:lily be underſtood, than a 'thing fo ob- 
{cure as The Enjoyment of GOD by way of | 
Gratitude, That weare tolove GOD 8 
more than our ſelves is apparently fure,at } 
leaſt we ought to do it, but whether it be } 
poſlitlezis a queſtion of importance. That | 
we gain Jnfinitely by his Love, 1s certaln ; | 
but that we gain more by our owo,1spro- F 
digtous| It is ontir duty to love him more | 


than chr ſelves,but whether it be our Na- 
| ture,or no, is doubtful. It is impoſſible to 
aſcend at the firſt [tep to the top of the 

Ladder: 


LE IC Fe * _ BD: ; 


_ Df Hratitude, | 
Ladder. Even Jacobs Ladder will not 


bring us to Heaven, unleſs we begin at the 
bottom. Self-love is the firſt round, and 
they that remove it, had as good toke a- 
way all: For he that has no love tor him» 


ſelf can never be obliged, He that cannor 


be obliged cannot delight in G OD: 
He that cannot delight 1n him cannot 
enjoy him : He that cannot enjoy him, 
cannot love him : He that cannot love 
him cannot take pleaſurein him , ner be 


Grateful to him. Self-love 1s fo tar from: 


being the 1mpediment,that it 1s the cauſe 
of our Gratitude,and the only principle 
that gives us power to do what we ought. 
For the more we love our ſelves, the 
more we love thoſe that are our Beacta- 
ors. It is a great miſtake 1n that arrogant 
Leviathan, fo tar toimpriſon our love to 
our ſelves, as to make it 10conſiſtent with 
Charity towards others. It 1s ealic to 
manifeſt, that itis impoſſible to love our 
{clves, without loving other things: Na- 
ture is crippled (or it it has her feet, has 
her head cut oft ) if Selt-prefervation be 
made her only concern: We delice to live 


that we may do ſomething elle ; without 


doing which life would be a burden, 


There are other principles of Ambition, 


Appetite, and Avarice io the Soul: And 
| Nn 2 there 
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there are Honours , and Pleaſures, and 
Riches1athe World. Theſe are the end of 
Sclf- preſervation. And it 1s Impeflible for 


us to love our ſelves without loving theſe, 


Without loving theſe we cannot defire 


them, withont deſiring canot enj:;:y them, | 
We are carried to them with greater ar- | 
dour and defire by the love of our ſelves, | 


Preſcrvation is the firſt, but the weakeſt 
and the low'ſt principle 1n nature, We feel 
it firſt, and muſt preſerve our ſelves, that 
we may continue to enjoy other things; 
but at the bottom it is the love of other 


things that is the ground of this principle 


of Self-preſervation. And if you divide 


the laſt from the firſt, it is the pooreſt | 


Privciple1n the World, 


TO love another more than ones ſclf is | 
abſurd 2nd impoſſible, In Natureit 1s fo, | 
rill we are obliged; or perhaps till we ſee | 
It our intereſt,and find it our pleafure: It | 
is a ſurprize to an Atheiſtical fool 3 That | 
it ſhould be ones intereſt to love another | 
better than ones ſe]: p<tBears, Dogs, Hens, } 


Bees, Lions, Ants doit: they die for their 
young-ones. Nurſes,Fathers, Mothers do 
it. Brides and Bridegrooms frequently do 
it; and fo do Friends. Ali valiant Hero's 
Jove their Country: better than ther- 
{elves : Xoſes would have his FOI 

(c: 
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Fe ont of the Book of Life rather. than 
the Iſraelites deſtroyed, St. Paul could 
with himſelf accurſed from Chriſt for his 
Brethren the Jews - and they both learne 
it of their Mafter,who made himpelf a Curſo, 
and even Sin for #. And it was his inter {t 
todoit! Ifweare immortal, and can- 
not but be bleſſed, it muſt needs be ow 
intereſt to love him that js more bleſ]- 
than we, better than our ſelves; becauſe 
by that love we evjoy his bleſi=dnets, 
which is more than our own,and by thar 
Love it is made ours and more than ours, 
Isnot all our Glory, and Vertue , and 
Goodneſs ſeated in the exceſs of this per- 
f:t love ! Do not all brave and heroical 
deeds depend upon 1t? and does not the 
man deſerve to be burnt as an enemy to 
all the World , that would turn all men 
into Knaves and Cowards, and deſtroy 
that only priociple which delivers th-m 

from being Mercenary Slaves and Vil- 
atos 3 which is the Love of others / That 
lone which renders a man uſeful ro the 
World is the Love of others, He that de- 
ſtroyeth this would pluck up all Grati- 
tude by the roots; all Worth,Goodnelſs, 
and Honour! No wonder therefore he 
ſhould be an Atheiſt, fince Nature is fo 
baſe and abominable before him, But its 
Nao 4 Princts 
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Principles are oftentimes ſo generous, in 
Truth, that they are too great for them. 
ſelves, Nothiog is ſo ordinary in the falſe 
way, as that of loving others better than 
our ſelves.Even Dogs have ſtarved them: 
ſelves to death upon the abſence of their 


Mafters, How many Fathers have gone | 
down with ſorrow to their Graves, and | 
loſt all the comfort of their lives in the | 


death of their Sons! How many Mothers 


have broken their hearts for the deathof | 
their Childred/How many Widows have | 


buried themſelves alive for the loſs of 


their Husbands ; I mean, by ſequeſtriog |} 
themſelves from all the delights and plea- | 
ſures of the World / How many Lovers | 
dote, and wax pale, and forget thcir | 
Meat, Sleep, and Employment, and run } 
mad for their Miſtrefles! Are there no | 
ſuch Ex2mpies; or is there no ſtrength 10 | 
ſuch Exzmples as theſe? But to love GOD | 
better than ones ſelf ſeemeth more unna- 
tural. Ah vile! the more baſe, and more |} 
wicked we! How we ſhould love GOD | 


Þetter than our ſelves ls eafie to unfold by 
ihe principles of Selt love, and Self cxal- 
tation, Take it in the manner following : 
(and when you have ſeen its poſſibility, 
coofider the glory of doing it,the benefit, 
aad telicity, and hogcour that is In it. For 

It 
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icisall worth and pleaſure,goodneſs and 
beauty, Gratitude and Vertue, wiſdom 


and ſecurity, perfection and excellency. 


We love our ſelves more in doing it,than 
it is poſſible to do without it.) 

I T is patural to all them that love 
themſclves,to love their Benefactors, and 
all thoſe things that are conducive to 
their welfare, pleaſure, ſatisfaGtion ; And 
the more they love themſelves, the more 
apprehenſive they are of the benefit they 
receive, and the more prone to love that 
which occaſions it, The more goodnel; 
we find ip any thing, the more we are 
prone to love it; and the more we love 
it,the more to take pleaſure in it. And it 
we find it highly convenient , and ex- 
treamly delightful, we had (not {c1dom) 
rather die than part with it ; we love our 
ſelves only that we might live to enjoy 
that glory, or delight, or beauty, or con- 
ventence that we find fo agreeable, It 
often falls out, for want of acquaintance 
with delightful things, that we think no- 
thing ſo powerfully ſweet, as to engage 
our Soul, beyond the poſſibility of re- 
trieving it ſelf; and that nothing can 
cleave fo ſtrangely toour minds, 3s to be 
nearer and dearer than Lite it ſelf, Yet 
oftentimes we find men of this opinion 

changing 
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changing their minds, when they have 
chanced to taſte ſome ſweetneſs iii Na- 
ture,they were not aware Gf, 2d thento 
become ſuch miraculous Conv: :ts , that 


they love ot themſelves but for the fake 
of that delight which they have fund 10 


the World. I makeit agreat Qicitinn, | 
would men ſiok into the depth of the by- | 


fines, Whether all Self-love be not tuwn 
ded on the love of other things? Ad 
whether it be not utterly impoſtible with- 
Out t2Oniy the love of thoſe (108: 15 lo 
' near and cloſe to the love of our lelves, 
that we canuot diſtinguiſh them, but mi- 
ſtakes them for one and the ſame, If the 
Sun were extioguiſhed,and all the World 
turned into a Chaos; I ſuppoſe there 


are few that love themſelves ſo, but they { 


would die, which plaioly ſhews thit the 
love of the World 1s 1nfeparably annexed 
with the love of our ſelves, and if the one 
were gone, the cther would be extingut- 


thed : «ſpecially if the ſweetneſs of the | 


Air, and its freedom and caſe,were chan» 
ged into fire and torment. For then we 
would ſurely d-lire to die,rather than en- 


dure It: which ſhews that the love of eaſe. 


and repoſe is greater than the love of 
our very Beings, though not fo perceiva- 
ble, t1]] we have examined the bulinveſs. 

But 
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But if there be any pleaſure,or goodneſs, 
or beauty truly infinite , we are apt to 
cleave unto it with adheſion fo firm, that 
we forget our ſelves, and are taken up 
only with the ſence and contemplation, 
of it, The raviſhment is fo great, that we 
areturned all into extaſie, tranſportation 
and defiregzand live intircly to the obje&t 
of our fruition. The:-power of infinite de- 
light and ſweetnels is as irreliſtible , as it 
is ineffable. Andif GOD be all beauty 
and delight,all amiable and lovely,truly 
infhnite In goodneſs and bourty, when we 
ſee him, and talte the grace of his excel- 
lency, the bleſſedneſs and glory where- 
with we are amazed, poſle{leth us intirely 
and becometh our fole and ad@quate 
concern. Aﬀter that ſiphe it 1s better periſh 
and be annihilated, than live acd be be- 
reaved of it, The fall from fo great a 
height would fill the Sou] with a cruel 
remembrance,and the want of 1:5 former 
glory ard bliſs be an irficite torment, 
Now it it loved nothing but it ſelf, ic 
could erdure all this: rather than forfſeke 
it ſelf, or loſe, or be bereaved cf 1:s cl[lence, 
it would endure any miſcry whatſoever, 


Orto ſpeak more corre ar.d accurate 


ſence, it would be incapable of any Pafii- 
on, Patience or Miſery , but oply that 
which 
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which flow'd from its abolition. Nothing 


Being. ” 

THAT is »ot likely to love it ſelfafter 

' the way which ſome conceive proper to 
Self-love, which is williog to forſake it ſelf 
upon any Miſery,and apt to forget it ſelf 


could prejudice it but the change of its 


upon any great felicity, It loves it ſelf | 
that it might enjoy ſuch a pleaſure, but } 


loves that pleaſure ſo much beyond it («lf 


that it is ready to go out of it ſelf, andis | 
almoſt beſide it ſelf for the fruition of it. |? 
Loving it ſelf only for that end, and that | 
chicfly and for its own ſake, it loves that |} 


far more than it loves it ſelf. And there is 
po limit nor bound, when 1: once begins 


to love any thing more than it ſe]f,it may 1 


proceed eternally : and provided its Ob. 
_ j:&be infiaitely more excellent, it will 
ealily and greegily love it infinitely more 
than itcanitſe'f, and value the con:1ou- 
ance of its owa lite only for the ſake of 
that which it ſo infinitely eſteems and de- 
lights In. lt is true 1ndzed it preſuppoſes 
its Capacity : but what would that capa: 
city be worth, were it not for Obj: Rs. 
WERE there no SUN it were impol- 
ible for lo fair an 14ea to be conceivedin 
a Mirror,as is ſometimes in a Glaſs, when 


it isexpoſed tothe ſkie. The Mirror 1s 1a 
it 
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it ſelf a dark piece of Glaſsz and how fo- 
much fire,and flame, and ſplendor ſhould 
come from it while it is a cold Flint or 
piece of Steel,how it ſhould be advanced 
by any Art whatſoever to ſo much beauty 
2nd glory, as to havea Sun within it ſelf, 
and to dart out ſuch bright and celeftial 
bears no man could deviſe. Yet now there 
isa Sun, the Matter 1s eafie, 'tis but to ap- 
ply it to the face of the Sun,and the Glaſs 
is transformed. And if GOD dwelleth in 
the Soul as the Suo 10 a Mirror , while it 
looketh upon him,the love of GODmuſt 
peeds iſſue from that Soul, for GOD #s love, 
and his love is in it. The impreſſion of all 


J tis Beauty ſwallows up the Being of the 


Sou},and changes it wholly into another 
pature, The Eye is far more ſenſible of the 
Day,and of the beauty of the Univerſe, 
thao it is of it ſelf, and is more affeted 
with that light it beholds, than with its 
own efſence.Even ſo the Soul when it ſees 
GOD is ſeofible only of the glory of that 


eternal Obje&: Allie ſees is GOD, it 1s 


unmindful of it felf.It iofioitely feels him, 
but forgets it ſelf 1n the Rapture of 1ts 
Pleaſure, 1, 

BUT we leave llluſtrations,and come 
to the reaſon of the thing in particular. 
The'Soul loving it ſelf is naturally con- 
cergaed 
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cerned in its own happineſs, and readily 

_ confefieth it oweth as much love to any 
Benefactour, as its bounty deſerveth. And 
 i5f the valuc of the Benefit be the true 
reaſvnof the efteem,andReaſon it ſelfthe 
ground of the return, A little Kindneſs 
deſerveth a litt/e love, and much deſery- 
_ eth more, Reaſon it ſelf is adapted to the 
meaiure of the good it recetveth,and for 
a ſhilling-worth of Service y A ſhilling. 
worth of Gratitude is naturally paid, For 
a Crown or a Kingdom the Soul is enfla. 
med witha'dcegree of aftcRion that isnot 
uſual. Now GOD created and pave me 
my ſeclf;!'ormy Soul and my Budy there- 


fore I owe him as much *s my Soul and | 


B.dy-are worth : and at ihe firſt daſh am 
to love him as mucts as my ſe]f, Heaven 
and Earth b<ir'g the gilts of his Love 


luperadded +0 the former, Tamto Love | 


him upey-thar account as much more as 
the World is worth; and fo much more 
thaszllove my ſelf, It he hath given all 
Angels andMen to my'fruition,every one 
of thele is as greet as my ſelf, and for e- 
very one of thofe ] am to .love him as 
much as that Angel or Man ts worth. But 
he has given m* his Eternity,-his Alaigh- 
ty Power,his Omnipreſerce,his Wiſdom, 
his Goodneſs, his Blefſednefs, his Glory. 
| | Where 
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Where am !?Am 1 not loſt and ſwallow'd 
op as a Centre in all theſe Abyſſes?While 
[Jove him as much 5s all theſe are worth, 
to which my Reaſon, which is the <{leace 
of wy Sou} , does naturally carry me , I 
love him infinitely more than my ſelf; 


_ unteſs perbaps the poſſibility of enjoying 


all theſe things wakes me more to eſteem 
my ſelf, and increaſes my Scif-love for 
their fake more than for my own, Thus 
when 1 fee my felt infinitely beloved, I 
conceive a Gratitude as infinite in me, 2s 
all its Cauſes. Self-preſervation 1s made 
fo natural ard cjoſe a Principlegby 31l the 
hopes and peſhbilities ro which I am 
created, Thoſe Hopes and Poſlibilities 
are my tender concern - and [I live for 
the ſake of my infinite Bleſſedneſs, Now 
that is GOD : And for his ſake it is that 
| love my ſelf, and for the glory and 
joy of  delighting mm i, I defire my 
contiouance; and the more I delight in 
hit, my Continuance Is fo much the more 
deat and 'precious to my felf. Thus is 
GOD iofivitely preferred by Nature a» 
bore my ſelf, and my Love tomy lelf, 
being thoroughly ſatisfied, turns into the 
Love of GOD, and dies like a grain of 
Corn in the Earth toſpring ugh a new. 
and better form, more glorious avd ho- 
nourable, 
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nourable, more great and verdant, more 


| fairand delightful : more free, and pene- 


rovs, and noble; more grateful and per. 
tet. The Love of GOD is the ſole and 
immediate Principle upon which I am 
to att inall my Operatians. 

NOW if you enquire what Advanta- 
pes accrue by this Love, to the Soulof 
the Lover, we are loſt again in Oceans 
of infinite Abundance. The ſtrength,and 


brightoeſfs, and glory of the Soul, allits 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and. Pleaſure are ac- 
quired by it, founded in it, derivedand | 


ſpring fromit: as we have before decla- 
red uponthe Natureof. Love, The ſolu- 


_ tion of: that one Queſtion will open the 
myſtery, Whether we -gain\more by his | 
Love, or our own ? All that, we gaig by 


his Love: amounts to the Power of: Lo- 


ving, the A& of Loving we.gain by: our | 


own,and all that depends. upon it. 

BY his Love he exiſteth etervally for 
our Enjoyment, as the Father of GLO: 
RY which is begotten by it ſelf ; butwe 


do.not gain all this by his Love; but by 


our own, Some man would fay , We gaio 
our Souls and Bodies by the Love of 
GOD, all Ages and Kingdoms, Heaven 
and Ear Angels and Men, infinite and 
eternal Joyes, becauſe all theſe were 

- without 
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' without our care or power prepared by 


him, and his love alone. They were pre- 


pared indeed by his Love,but rn nor ac- 
quired, or enjoyed by it. He /o loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Sor, 
znd with him all the Laws 2nd 5eautics 
of his Kingdom : but unleſs we love him, 
unleſs we are ſenſible of his Love in all 
theſe, and eſteem it, we do.not enjoy our 
Souls or Bodies, Angels or Men, Heavew 
or Earth, Jeſus Chriſt or his Kingdom : 
Rather we trample upon all, and deſpiſe 
all, and make our ſelves deformed. All 
theſe do but ſerve to increaſe our Dam- 
vation, and aggravate our Guilt, unleſs 
we love and delight in their Author, and 
his Love it ſelf will eternally confound 
us, So that we gain and enjoy the Love 
of GOD by ours. Now Love returned for 
Love is the Soul of Gratitude, Io that 
aft, and by it alone,we gain all that 13 ex- 
cellent : And belide all theſe become 11- 
luſtrious Creatures. It 15 more to our 
F avail to be Divine and Beautiful, than to 
{ze all the World full of Delights and 
Treaſures, They would all be nothing to 
us, withour our Love .Nothing does ſo 
much alienate and eſtrange the Soul 
from any Object, as want of Aﬀe@ion. 
All the Kingdom of Heaven is appropri- 
O o ated 
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ated and made ours by Love alone, The 
inferiour perfeCtions of our own Eſſence 
are gained by Love, and by it we accom- 
pliſh the =p of our Creation. We receive 
and enjoy all the benevolence of GODS 
former Love by ours; are made exce|- 
lent in our {cives,and delightful to GOD, 
which can never be brought to paſs any 
other way, but by our Love alone, By 
Lovipg him as we ought to do,we enable 
him to take pleaſurein us ! And this isof 
all other the greateſt ben-fit. We cloath 
cur ſelves with the ſimiiitude of all his 
Attribuics, and ſhine io his Image by 
Love alone. Our Love, as lt acquires, 
crowns our Perftections with his infinite 
Complecency. This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well jleaſed , is a voice that 
can be direfted to none, but him only 


that loveth GOD with an eternal Love. 


Be cannot reſt fatisficd in any that hate, 
or deſpiſe him, The eternal complacency 
and delight of GOD, whereby we are 
crowned with eternal Glory 1s acquired, 
and receives its Being in a manner by 
| Love alone. 


NOW to love GOD is to deſire Him 


and his Glory, toeſteem him and his Et- 


ſence, to Jong for him and his Appear- 
ance, to beplealed with him ia al his 


Qualt- 
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perly) in all his Attributes and Perfecti- 
ons, to delight in all his Thoughts and 


Wates. It s to love him in all his Excel- 


lenciess And he that is not reſolved to. 


love every Excellency iohim, as much as 
it deſerveth, does not love GOD art all : 
for he has no deſign to pleaſe him, But 


he that purpoſes to do it, muſt of necefii- 


ty love GOD more than himſelf, becauſe 
he finds more Objects for his Love in 
GOD, than in himſelf GOD being infi- 
nitely more excellent than he. But if this 
ſeem a grievous faik , it is not a matter of 
Severity,but Kindnef, We miſtake its na- 
ture, the Duty does not ſpring from avy 
diſorder in GOD, not from any unreas 
ſonable or arrogant Selfiſhneſs, as baſe and 
fooliſh men are apt to imagine, but from 


his Excellency:it #atarally (pringeth from. 


the greatneſs of his Worth « And it is our 
freedom, when we ſee his iofinite Beauty, 
to love It as it deſerveth, When we fo do, 
we ſhall infioitely love it -zore than our 
ſelves : becauſe it is infinitely better : And 
Indeed, ſhall find it fo conveniently ſeat- 


ed 1n the Deity for us, that could it be 


tranſpoſed or remov d,it would no where 
elſe be fit for our fruition, It is that eter: 
ral alt of Love and Goodneſs that made 
O29 2 all 


Qualities and Diſpoſitions, or(more pro- 
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all the Kingdom of Glcry for us : that 
Care and Providehce that governs all 
Worlds for our PerfeQtion, that inficite 
and eternal Act that gave us our Being, 
That Beauty is it ſelf the Deity, and 
wherever it appeareth there GOD is, The 
GOD-HEAD is the Beauty in which we 
arc all made perfea; And becauſe we | 
were nothing, we mult be infinitely plea- 
{cd that he is Eternal 3 b:c2uſe it is his e- 
. ternal Actthatr gives us a Being : and the | 
| 


A&,Oh how Divine! Ic is his Beauty and 
Glory, Can we chuſe bur love that A, 
which 1s all Goodnefs and Bounty! Which 
prepares for, and pives to,us, Infinite feli- | 
City ! It we love our ſelves we mult needs 
love it, for we cannot forbear to Jove the 
fountaia of all our delights,and the more I | 
we love it,the more 3rdently we delight  * 
In it, the ſweeter and more tranſporting 
will all our Raptures bezthe more feeling 
and lively, the more divine and perfect ] 
will our Souls and our Joyes be : When FF © 
we know GOD, we cannot bur love him FI * 
| more than our ſelves: and when wedo | ' 
ſo, his Blefſedneſs and Glory will be more }| * 
than ours;we ſha!l be more than Deified, I ? 
becauſe io him we ſhall find all our Prr- IF} f 
fetion, avd be eternally Crowned, We | ' 
muſt of neceſſity fit in his Throne, when 
| | we 
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we ſee him enjoyiog all his Glory, becauſe 
his Glory is his Goodneſs to us, and his 
Bleſſedneſs our Felicity : Becauſe in the 
ats of our Underſtanding we ſhall e- 
ternally be with him , and infinitely 
| be fatisfied in all his Fruitions. 
That Excel'ency which obliges us, will 
enable us to Jove him more than cur 
ſelves: and while we delight in him for 
our own fakes, we ſhall ſteal infenſibly in- 
toa more divine and deeper Delight, 
we ſhall love him for his, And even in 
point of Gratitude adore his Glory. 

- TO Adore and Maliene arc oppolite 
things:to Envy and Adore are inconſiſtent, 
Selt-love is apt to Jeap at all advantages, 
and the more we love our ſelves,the more 
prone we are fo covet and wiſh whatſoe- 
ver we {:eGreat acdExcellent inanother, 
But he hath conquered our Envy by hi; 
Iofhnite Bounty-and made us ab/eto aCore_ 
him by the PerfeCtion of his Efſence, To 
cover the PerftcCtions of him we adore, 1s 
Impcſible, Ic is impoſſible to adore him 
whom we would ſpoil, and rob of his 
PerteCtions. For Adoration 1s a joyful 
acknowledgment of the infinite PerteGi- 
ons of an Adorable ani relting ſweetly 
Inthem with acquicicence and rej2ycirg, 
It is proneto acd and to offer mere, An 
Oo 3 ado- 
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adoring Soul is ia the act of ſacrificing it 
ſelftothe Deity, and with infinite Coyy- 
placency admiring and adoring all his 
_ Glories. - 

HIS Glories will be 1ofpired into the 
Soul it ſelf, for the healing of that Envy 
to which it is otherwiſe addifted. And 
inſtead of Robbery,and Diſcontentment, 
and Blaſphemy , and Covetoulneſs, the 
Soul ſhall be full of Honour and Grati- 
tude, and Complacency : and be glad to 
ſee its GOD the full and eternal a& of 
Perfection and Beauty. It was from all 
eternity impoſſible there ſhould be any 
other but hezand he from all eternity has 
ſo inflitely obliged us,that were it poſſi- 
ble for any other to have been, it would 


not be defirable. He hath obliged us,and | 


we love him better than any other.Should 
we fancy or conceive another, a Power 
from all Eternity ating , ſhouid we ſup- 
poſe it poſſible that a Power beſides him 
might have biozit muſt be juſt ſuch aPow- 
er asthis 1s,and act juſt in ſuch a maaver as 
this hath doye:or it would be diſplealing. 
This hath done all that we can defire, all 
that all Powers infinite and eternal can 


do well:and therefore all poilible Powers 


are conccived inhim. Helis rhe full and 
ad2:quate object of all Dctire ; becaule 


the 
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the Fountain of all the moſt Glorious 
things , and the ſole perfe@ cauſc of ell 
Enjoyment whatſoever. 


CHAP XKXSxl 


The Beauty of Gratitude. Its principal Can” 
ſer. Amity and Communion are the great 
effe i& of its Nature. The true Charatter 


Do — 


of a Grateful Perſon. GOD's Incommu* 


nicable Attributes enjoyed by Gratitude. 
All Angels and Mem are a Grateful Per- 
ſon's Treaſures,as they ajſiſt him in Praz- 
ſer, He ſacrifices all Worlds to the Deity, 
and ſupreamly de.ighteth to ſee him fit- 
ting in the Throne of Glory, 


OD having prepared the way to 

J Gratitude by infuliog geacrous and 
on” Principles into the Soul, beautfied 

ie Exerciſe of it by divers other provi- 
"ak that conſpire to make it amiable and 
elighrful. By the one he made it Pajpble, 
by the other defirab! 

ONE of the whe" ornaments of this 
Vertue,is the Grateful Senre of Benetits rE- 
ceived : : For io it the Felicity of the Ree 
- ceiver conliſteth; oo it his ltr} LE- 
hiviour dependeth; by it he is made 
Grateful or Acceptable; and it 1s 002 of the: 

O o 4 great 
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great Ends intended ip the Gift beſtow- 
ed by the Donor, whoſe SatisfaQion 
ought to be regarded highly by every 
honeſt and worthy Receiver. That Grate- 
ful Sence is the crown of the Gift , the 
Light wherein its Beauty appears, the 
Temple of its Honour as it were, the 
Womb wherein it is conceived, and find- 
cth its life and value perfeted, 
SHOULD we ſtand upon the Explica- 
tion of theſe, we ſhould have little rocm 


for the Fruits and Effects of Gratitude, 


which are the principal things intended 
in this Chapter.But in ſhort you may take 
this account. The greateſt Benefits we can 
receive, are but Abortive, or rather turn- 


ed into Curſes, without a Grateful ac- | 
knowledgment of them: All Gifts are but | 


Carkaſſes devoid of Life , unleſs inſpired 
with that Serce, which maketh them D2-- 


lightful.For as Cauſes without Effes are | 
not Cauſes; fo Bleſſings,if they Bleb not, 


are falſely reputed Bleſſings. No B: n<fis 
can be Bleſſings, unlels they are crowned 
with our Complacency. They mult be 
conceived 1n the Mind before they can 
be transformed into Joy , and be tranl- 


termed into Joyes before they can pro- 
duce thoſe Praiſes which are the muſick 


of the BevetaCtors Soul, aS well as of the 
Rer 
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Receivers. They are not conceived unleſs 
they are quickewed with the Life of the 
Receiver, oor are they reputed Bleſſings, 
till they are had 10 Reprtation. An interior 
Sence is the Life and Soul of every Bleſ- 
fing: without which a whole World of 
Delights would be but a Chaos, the very 
Kingdom of Neaven but a Copfufjon to 
him for whom it is prepared , and a Soul 


among the Angels but a Fool in Paradice. 


Ao Ungrateful Perſon bereaves himſfeif 
of the Pleaſure , that ſhould ſpring from 


his Enjoyment , for he (tifles. the enjoy- 
ment of the Gift he receiveih. He Eclip/es 


and extinguiſhes his own blefl: dnefs by 
the dulneſſot his Soul, and the perverſnels 


of his Behaviour. He may be lurreunded 


with Cauſes of Delight, but 1s not bleed, 
that is not full of the Foyes wherewith he 
is ſurrounded. When he is full of Joyes he 


muſt needs overflow with Complacen- 


ciesz which are the very <element of 
Thankſgiviog,the matter and fuel,as well 
as the Soul of Praiſes. Were there nothing 
in a Grateful Sence but this, Gratitude 
were aL tacomparableVertu-,becouſle all 


_ theeffedts of ipfinite and eteroal Bounty 


are by vertue of that Grace applyed to 
theSoul,and enjoyed thereby,bur are loſt 
Withuut it, That cercaioly wuſt bea great 
Yertue 
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Vertue, by force of which we inherit all 
thiogs. 

AS for the Beauty of the Receiver, it 
is evident that a dul and beavyComplexi. 


' on is the diſgrace of his Nature, His Stus 


pidity makes him a worthleſs piece of 
Clay, that caunot be improved to any ad- 


_ vantage. Acareleſsnefs and contempt of 


Benefits ſpringeth from his Sottiſhneſ, 


which maketh him grateful, that is,04;- 


ows - becauſe he cannot be won by Kind- 
neſs, nor wrought upon by Gifts. But he 
Is more deformed, becauſe he as in a 
bruitiſh manner, againſt Reaſor ; while he 
faileth to do what is fit and proper on 
ſuch occaſions. It is a baſe and dirty Tem- 
per that cannot be enflamed with the 
Love of a Benefactor. It 1s incapable of 
high and generous Sertiments; is dull 
and dry, inlipid and untrafable, as dead 
38 a Log of Wood, a crabbed and knotty 
Piece of matter,that cannot be wrought, 
and only fit for the fire ! But a quick and 
lively Perceiver, a tender Sence, and 
{prightly Intelligence, 1s all honour and 
celight upon the Reception, all activity, 


 Itte, and vigour, Angeiical in his nature, 


{weet and heavenly;apt to come up tothe 
BenefaRtor,aod anſwer his defires: He 1s 


rich and abundaiit in amiable Reſent- 


ments, 
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ments, and prone to make Returns ſuita- 
bleto the Kindneſs wherewtth he is : fle- 
ted. He has a (ſtrange kind of Beauty 
lodged 11 his Soul; there is a ſweet Cor- 
reſpondence,and a delicate Convenience 
between his Nature and his BenefaCtors, 
All his Inclinations are Purtty and Praiſe, 
he 15 a great encouragement to the Love 


_ of his Benef«Ctor,an ornament to his Pcr- 


ſon,an admirer of his Worth, ao app<:i:dix 
of bis Honour, and a pleaſure to his Dit- 
poſition; all Life and Goodneſs, He is 
capable of Amity 1n the heights of its cx- 
erCiſe, 

A wiſe and worthy Benefz&tor defions 
the felicity and conteniment of the Per- 
lon, to whom he imparteth tits Buunties ; 
andif he were able , would do that for 
him, which above all o her things is moſt 


to be deſired; not compel him to reGrate- 


tul, whether he would or rv; for that 
would but ſpoil the beauty of his Retura, 
but-make him capable ot the beſt and 
higheſt Reſentments ; that he might have 
the Joy of ſeeing his Benehts work Kind- 
ly. All which are loſt and thrown away 
upon an uograteful Perſon. This GOD 
hath done. He has put brave Principles 
and Inclinations Into the Soul of Man), 
and Ictt him freely to cxert them, with 
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iofinite deſire to ſee him a& freely, but 
generouſly and nobly, For by this mean, | 


only, is he made capable of Honour,and 
the eſſence of Gratitude confiſts in the 
freedom of its operation. Having ſo made 
him, and deſiring nothing more than a 
lovely Behaviour, his Joy is as great as his 
Goodneſs can inſpire, when he ſees that 
ſweetneſs which attends the Operation 
and the work of Reaſon , in a Gratefy] 
Perſon ; and the Joy which he occaſions 
1s his own Joy,ia the Soul of his Creature. 
Ot which to rob GOD is a kind of $i- 
ritual Sacriledge, and a cruel Murther 
committed on our ſelves. For we have an 
inclination to delight in the Joyes, of 
which we are the Authors, and by a kind 
of Eccho,or reflection , find the Pleaſure 
doubled which we take, and which is ta- 
ken in the communication of our Boun- 
ties. And1n this there is founded a certain 
ſympathy of Delight, which carries us to 
feel and be afteted with anothers Joy, 
and makes 2: an Object, and a Cauleof 
ours , nay almoſt the very Form aud El- 
ſence of ours, when we are the Authors 
of it, A Grateful Soul holds Intelligence 
. with GO; as it receives his Bowrnties , 
7; delights in his Complacencier, 
THE 


Zut | 
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THE great effe&t of Obligation and 


Gratitude, is Amity and Communion, A 
Grateful Soul is deeply concerned ia the 
Honour of his Benefa@tor ; 1n his Benefa- 
tors Pleaſure, Lite, and Safety, in all his 
gucceſſes, Proſperities, Advancements ; in 
all his Felicity and Glory ! He is afflicted 
in a]! his Afi@tions, he 1s delighted in all 
his Enjoyments, he is crowned in all his 
Promotions, he is wronged and injured 
io all his Afﬀronts, he is touched with the 
leaſt Diſplealure that can bef.l him : Nay 
he is more tender of his BenefaRtors Re- 
poſe than his own : The apple of his Eye 
is the tenderelt part in himſelf, yet he had 
rather have it rouched , than the Perſon 
of his Benefactor,No wounds can wound 
him more than thoſe which his Bene- 
factor receiveth, and he in him, His 
own wounds may kill his Body, but theſe 
deſtroy his Contentment. A thouſand In- 
juries and Calumnies againſt himſelf he 


can forgive, and is never provoked bur 


when his Friend is offended, He flights 
himfelf, and prefers his BenefaCtor : He 
would make his Face a Stepping ltone to 
his Ben<tactors Giory. He expolcs his bo- 
dy to Swords, and Spears, and Arrows, 
for his BenefaCtors ſafety : He would ra- 


therbetorn to pieces, and ſuffer a thou- 
ſard 
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ſand Deaths , than permit his BenefaQo; 
to beſlain or diſhonoured. Now all this j 
rime of Trial and diſtreſs, would ſeem 
1tadvantagious, But belides the Obliga- 
t 51 there is a Sence of Honour that com- 
p. - 2 manthereunto; and a certain beay- 
ty io the at of Gratitude , diſtiyv@ from 
the goodneſs of the Benefit, that is fo nz- 
turally (weet to the goodnels of the Soul, 
that it is better to die than renounce it, 
Aud a certain Baſeneſs on the other fide, 
an odiouſaels in Ingratitude ( in the very 
2&)ſo abominable,thar it blaſts anySafety 
and Repole that can be gotten by it, 


WHERE the Benefits are ſmall,theVer- 


tue of Gratitude 1s leſs powerful and per- 
tet : for its ſtrength depends upon its 
tood and nouriſhment. A thia and ſpare 
diet 1s not very healthful for it, Though 
_ all the benefits that are done upon the 
Farth by Mento Men are infinitely mean, 
if compared to thoſe which the Godhead 
doesto the leaſt of his. Creatures; yet the 
World is full of the praiſe of this Vertue, 
and an Ingrateful man is ihe moſt hateful 
Object itving, Former Apes afford us ma- 
ny rare and glorious Examples of the 
power of Gratitude, and its ſacred Zeal 
for, and teadernels of its Object. The u- 
nicn between the Body ard the Soul 1s 

nothing 
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nothiog comparable to the union of Love 
20d its Beloved, though the Cauſes are 
but ſlight upon which ic is founded. The 
Soul will often forfake its manſion to 
dwell with its beloved. It eſteems all its 
beauties and Members only for its Belo- 
loyeds ſake, Yet Colours and Features,a 
little red and white, a ſparkliopg Eye, a 
briſk Converſation,and a deleGiable Hu- 
mor, are all that breed it, all that pro- 
duce this mighty eticCt, this prodigy of 
Nature. There is ſomething more,where 
the Life and Honour of a man has been 
ſaved, by the kindneſs of a BenefaGtor : e- 
ſpecially if he be rich and amiable that 
has delivered us, If he be great and ho. 
zourable that was the Author of the be» 
re(1t,the obligation is the greater, For the 
Worth of the Perſon enters into the nas 
tureof the act, and enhances its value. 
Yet all this put together 1s exceeded by 
the Gratitude of a worthy Soul, becauſe 
his own Worth inclines him to be more 
Generows than the Cauſe requires, and to 
magn:fie the benefit, by the mighty addi- 
tot of his own goodneſs, It i 's the natural 
property of Goodncts to communicate it 
(eli,ary occation of doing it, is inſtead of 
a Cauſe. But when there 15a Cauſe, it is 
lixe a ſpark to Powder , it enkindles 
a 
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a flime in his Inclination. All aQts of Gra- 


titude have a great deal of ſweetneſs in 
their own oaturegand for the ſake of that 
beauty which is ſeated in themſelves wil] 
not be rigorous and exact 1o their pro 
portiors , lince it Is a beautiful thing rg 
exceed in Goodneſs. Its owndiſpoſition 
prompts it to do more than 1s deſeryed 
by the Kindneſs it receives, and ifnot to 
conceive it ſelf more obliged than it is, 
yet to be more honourable in its Returns, 
than the meer goodnefs of its BenefaGor 
can exaQt ; becauſe jt conceives it (elf by 
its own Vertue obliged to be Noble and 
Munificent, io all its acknowledgments, 
BU I however {low Gratitude may be 
10 the Returns which it maketh for ſmal. 
ler benefits, it is infinitely prone to exceed 
all meaſure, whea it 1s #»fenitely obliged, 


Praiſes are not fed by mean Content-. 


ments, but by ſublime ones, The acknow- 
ledgment is cool, where the benefits are 
ſmall; and the -Contentments imperfeQ, 
where they are limited and reſtraived; 
Full Satisfaction hath another kind of in- 
fluence on the Soul of Man, than lingle 
Kindneſſes, or ſome few particular Sup- 
- plies. An iofinite Bliſs produces more vi- 
gorous and joyful efforts, than bare Ac- 


koowledgments, Here upon Earth there 
are 
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are diſquiets, and deſires, and expeQati- 
ons,and Complaints,and defects; and im- 
perfeCtions, fears and intereſts to be ſtill 
ſecured, that lame and darken our Con- 
tentment and Gratitude, Bat in Heaven 
all theſe admixtures of alloy dre remov'd. 
The glory of the light in which our Gra- 
titude appeareth, adds Juſtre and beauty 
to the increaſe of its Perfection. In the 
utmoſt height of our Satisfaction there is 
ſuch an 10fioite and eternal force,that our = 
Gratitude breaks out ia exulting and tri- 
umphing EffuſGons ; all our Capacities, [n- 
clinations, and Deſires being fully fſatisfi- 
ed,wz have nothiog elſo to do, but to 
Love and be Gratetul, An infivite and e- 
terval Kingdom given to him that was 
taken out of Nothiog , by a Kiog that is 
ofivite in greatneſs and beauty; all his 
Joyes, and all his Treaſures ! it makes the 


- Soul a fountain of Delights,whoſe nature 


is to receive no More, but overflow for 
ever, When the Soul cometh once to love 
GOD fo infinitely above it ſelf, as the - 
cauſe requireth,its oply delight 1s © mag- 
nifie him and to ſee him bleſſed. The beaus 
ty and ſweetneſs of its ownGratitude ts as 
rich and divine as all bis Gifts. It 1s terp- 
ted here iofinitely more to exceed its 
Cauſes than ever before, Amazements, 
Pp. Admt- 
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Admirations, Affections, Praiſes, Hallely. 
jahs,Raptures, Extaſtes, and Bleſlingy are 
all its delights : The plcafure of Loving 
is its only buſineſs; 1t is turned al] jnto 
flame,and brightneſs,and travſportation, 
and exccis, It infiaitely paſles Light and 
Fire in quickneſs and motion: all Impe. 
dimen:s are devoured, and GOD alone is 
its Life and Glory, The more Grear, the 
more high,the more excellent he is ; the 
more blefled is it felf.the more joyful,and 
the more contented. lis Nature is to ſhine, 
and burn,and admirc; to offer, and to fa- 
crifice up it felt to its Joyes : And GOD 
Is its foveraign Joy, its pertect happineſs. 
To ſuſpend 1ts beams were to a zgait(t 


Nature, All overtures of Pleaſure Beauty, 


G!ory, Power, Exaltatio' ad Hooour it 
would have added toits happineſs, The 
mote Great, the more Good, the Wiler 
GOD is, the greater 1s its Happineſs, The 
more he 1s admired and priited , ite 
greater is 1ts Happineſs, The more heis 
magnified and pleaſed , the grezter 15 1ts 
Happineſs. All the Excellencies and Per: 
tections in1ts Objective bliſs, though they 
are not locally removed, are removed 11- 
tothe Soul of him that enjoyes It; and 
there expreſs themſeives far mire pow: 
ertully and effeually, than it they — 

there 
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there alone, No joy can be like that of 
ſeeing its Creatour adored, no Service 
like that of magnifying its Beloved , no 


pleaſure like that of delighting it: Belo- | 
ved, to melody Ike that of pratlin; its 


\Benefa@tor, no honour like that of obcy- 

\.ing its Preſerver, All Worlds are its Treas: 
T' ſures, becauſe they manifeſt his Puwer 
and Glory; all Angels and Men its De- 
lights. becauſe they ſee and acknowledge 
the beauty of its Soveraiga, and eternal 
PerfeFion ; all Creatures the Inſtruments 
of-its Joy, that celebrate his Praiſes! In 
him it enjoyes the glory of all Eternity, 
the iofinite beauty of all Immenlity , the 
J innumerable riches of all Worlds, the 
pleaſures and adorations of all theAngels, 
the ſtate and m3gnificence of all Empires, 


the ſplendour and perfeCtion of all Ages; 


all which it has in it ſelt , by bis infinite 
Bounty , as its own immediate and pro- 
per Poſſeſſions 3 but far more divinely 
and ſweetly enjoyes them , by vertue of 
Its Gratitude and Love, to him, whoſe 
they originally are, and from whom they 
proceeded, For the very true reaſun why 
tenjoyes zt ſe/f,and all its own Treaſures, 
Is decauſe it loves it ſe fs And the more 
t loves hizz,the more it will be delighted 
with Gris fruitions. It 15 more concerned, 
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it feels more, it ſees more, It taſtes more, 
it poſſefles more, it rejoyces more in jts 
ObjeR than it ſelf. The imagination and 
fancy that is in Love frames all the 
thoughts of its Beloved, init ſelf ; it has 
- an exquiſite and tender fence of every 
change and motion 1n the miud of its Be- 


he pleaſe, is the ſong of a feeling and aff- 


point in its Objett, is a (tab with a Dag: 
ger to it ſelf, Its heart bleeds in every 
drop of its Objeas finger.lIt loves his Be- 


ſelf: and is infinitely more pleaſed with 
Its exa/tation,than its own. The happineſs 
of its Obj:& is moſt 1ts own, True Gra: 
titude js crowned in its Benetactor, e&n- 
throned in its benefactor, admired 1n its 
benefaQor, adored in its benefactor. No- 
thing in all the World is ſo eaſily raviſhed 
as Love, nothing is ſo lively as Love, no- 


griet or joy, nothing ſo capable of pain 
or pleaſure; All the Victorics and Tii- 
umphs of its Saviour are its own. My Joy, 
wy L ife, my Crown,wy Glory ; my ex- 
ceeding great Reward , my Love, my 
Soul, my Ido],nay the GOD of my Soul! 
my All io all! This 1s the __—_ of 

ave 


loved.Stir not up, nor awake my Love, till | 


Gionate Soul. Every prick with a Needles 


loved ten thouſand times more than it 


thicg ſo lovely ! Nothing ſo violent inits | 
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Love in its Rapture, Seraphick Love / 
Itis Altar, Heart and Sacrifice, Angelical 
Love! Iris Prieſt and Temple : All Ser- 
vice, Freedom, Duty, Reward,Defire,En- 
joywent, Honour , Praiſe , Adoration, 
Thankſgiving, Extaſie, Pleaſure, Bliſs and 
Happineſs. It is all Goodneſs and Beauty, 
Paradice, Heaven; thelife and Soul of 
Heaven/ All that is incommunicable in 
GOD,Eteraicy, almighty Power,fupream 
Dominion, ind« pendent Majeſty, infinite 
Immenſity, with all the adoratiens and 
praiſes of all the Creatnres , are by ſuch 
a Love and Gratitude enjoyed, Loving 
GOD more than it ſelf, ic 1s more happy 
io GOD, than if it were a GOD, Could 
his Deity be taken away, and ſeated 1oit 
ſelf, the Soul of a Grateful Creature 
would be grieved at the exchange. Even 
GOD 1 his place is perfealy enjoyed. 
All Envy is by perfc& Gratitude remo- 
ved : All Diſcontentment at any thing in 


| its Obje, eſpecially at its Objects Bleſ- 


ſednels 1s aboliſhed, Ir 1s carried above © 
all Thrones, Dominions and Powers,and 


till aſcends eternally higher, the higher 


Its Object is exalted. Could it be miſera- 
ble init ſelf,it would be happy in its Ob- 
ject: but the higher it is exalted,the more 
+1!s Creatour delighted. If the reſent- 
Fp 3 ment 
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ment be wholly Spiritual , the Soul per- 
haps may be transformed to Gratitude, as 
Gratitude is to Contentment, and Praiſe, 
and Thankſgiviog, Buy it will have no 


Body, no frail and corruptible Fleſh, no 


bones or members to look after, All its 
operations are of one kind, all its works 
and concernments are the ſame. It has 
no Fear, or Care to divert it ; go impedi- 


ment, or danger, or diſtraction, Pure 


Gratitude is ſo divine a thiog , that the 
Soul may ſafely wiſh to be turned al into 
Gratitude. Its Employment and Nature 
are allone, acknowledgment and bene- 
volence united together, It facrifices all 
Worlds tothe Deity , and with infinite 
aclight deſires to offer all Honour and 
Glory to him, Ttis yery ſenſible, that it 
can never pay fo much Honour to GOD 
a3S 15 his due ,, unleſs it be affiſted with 31! 
the Tongues of Men and Angels. It goes 
along with their Joyes , and conſents to 
their Praiſes. In them it adores, and by 
themit admires, with them it cenipircs, 
and takes 1n all their powers and divine 
2fiections. It fees with all their Eyes, 
years with ail their Fars, ſpeaks with all 
their Mouths, and uſeth all their Hearts 
15 loving ard adoring. All the tendene 
e:ic5 aud operations of Uiniverſa! Nature 
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are ſubſervient to ts deſires, It furmounts 
the Songs of Pavid, and yet we know 
how earneſtly he exhorted all Creatures 
to praiſe him, Praiſe ye the Lord:Praiſe hins 
in the San(Fuary ; Praiſe him in the Firma-. 
meet of his Power ; Praiſe him in his migh- 
ty AFs 5 Praiſe ham according 10 his ex: 
cellent Greatneſs, Praiſe bim in the Heights: ; 
Praiſe him all ye Angels ; Praiſe him all 
his Hoſts : Praiſe him Sun and Moon \Praiſe 
him all ye Stars of light. Praij/e him ye 
Heaven of Heavens / And when all is 
done, it ſtil] confeſſeth , that his Name is 
exalted far above all Bleſſing and Praiſe, 
HE :that pratſeth GOD only for his 
Health, and Food, and Rayment, and 
for his bleſſing on his Calling ( as too 
many only do) either is very Ignorant, 
or upon a ltri ſcrutiny,will be derefted 


forupbraidiog GOD, for the mcaneſt of 


bis bounty. For his Love muſt infinitely 
be defeQtive, that is able to beſtow Gitts 

finitely more, yet giveth us none bur 
thele. He that ſees not. more Caules of 
Joy than theſe , is blind and cannot fre 
afar off : The very truth of Religion is 
obſcure to him, and the cauſe of Adora- 
tion unknown, He wan'eth ten thouſan 

demonſtrations of the Love of GON, 
4:9 as many Incentives is ecflime his 


T4 . Soul 
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Soul in the Return of Love, that is un- 
acquainted with theſe high and might 

bounties. No man can return more Blef- 
fiogs than he receiveth : nor can his Praj- 
ſes exceed the oumber {and greatneſs) of 
his Joyes. A Houſe 1s too little, a King- 
dom is too narrow for a Soul to move in. 
The World is a confinement to the pow- 
er, that is able toſee Eternity , and con- 


ceive the Immenſity of Almighty GOD! | 


He that can look into infinite Spaces , 
mult ſee them all full of delights, or be 
infinitely diſpleaſed, How like an Angel 
doth he ſoar aloft, how divine is his life, 
how glorious and heavenly; that doth 
converſe with infinite and eternal Wiſ- 
dom, intermeddle with all the delights 


of G OD, aſſume the fimilitude of his 


knowledge and goodneſs, make all his 
Works his Riches, his Laws his Delights, 
his Counſels his Contemplations , his 
Wayes his Joyes, and his Attributes bis 
Perfections ! He that appropriates all the 
World, and makes it his own peculiar is 
like uato GOD, meet tobe hisSon, and 
fit to live ina Communion with him. The 
Kingdom of GOD is made viſible to 
nm ro whom all Kingdoms are fo many 


Marfions of Joy, and all Ages but the 


ſircers of his own City, The man that 
, | | | ſees 
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ſees all Angels and Men his Fellow- 
members,and the whole Family of GOD 
in Heaven and Earth, his own Dome- 
ſticks, is fit for Heaveo. As he hath more 
encouragements to believe io GOD,and 
ro delight 1n him, ſo hath he more con- 
cerns to engage his fear,. more allure- 
ments to provoke his deſire, more incen- 
tives to enflame his love, and more ob» 
ligations to compel his obedience : More 
arguments to ſtrengthen his Hope, more 
materials to feed his Praiſes, more Cau- 
ſes to make him Humble, more fuel for 
Charity co others, more grounds of 
Contentment in himſelt, more helps to 
iofpire him with Fortitude,more rewards 
to quicken his Induſtry, more engage- 


ments to Circumſpection and Prudence, 


more ballaſt ro make him Stable, more 
lights to affiſt his Knowledge, more 
fails to forward his Motion, more em- 
ployments in which to ſpend his Time, 
more attractives to Meditation, and 
more entertaioments to enrich his Soli- 
tude, He hath more aids to confirm his 
Patience, more avocations from Injuries 
to Meekneſs, more wings to carry him 
above the Werld, and more Gares to . 
let himinto Heaven. He hath more With. 
bolders :o keep him from Sin, more ag- 
grava- 
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gravations to increaſe his Guilt , more 
odious Ceformities 10 every Vice, more 
waters to augment his Tears, more mo- 
tives to Repentance, and more Conſo- 
lations upon his Reconciliation : More 
hopes te relieve his Prayer , more 
bounds to ſecure his Proſperity , more 
comforts in Adverſity, and more Hal. 
lelujah's in all Eſtates : More delights 
to entertain his Friends , more [weetneſ; 
in his Converſation, more arts to con- 
quer his Enemies, more Feaſts io abſte: 

mious Faſts , more and better ſawce than 
other at his Feaſts, 1onumerable Compa- 
nions night and day, in Health, in Sick- 
neſs, in Death, in Priſon; at his Table, 
10 his Bed, 1n his Grove, in his Garden, 
1n the City, 10 the Field, in his Jouroy, 
in his Walk, at all times, and in all places, 

He hath more antidotes againſt Tempta- 
ton, more weapons in his Spiritual War: 
fare, more balſom for his Wounds, and 


more preſervatives againſt the contagion. 


of Worldly Cuſtoms. From this Spring 
of Onjver/al Fruition all the ſtreams of 
Living Waters flow that refreſh the Soul. 
Upon this Hing all a mans Intereſts turn, 
and 1n this Ceatre all kis Spiritual Occa- 
fims meet. Tr is the great Myltery of 
El. tledoct; and Glory, rhe Sphere of all 
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Wiſdom, Holineſs and Piety, the great 
and incffable Circumſtance of all Grace 
and Vertue , the Magazineand Store- 
houſe of all Perfection, 
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of Enmity and Triumph : Of Schiſm and 
Herefie , Fidelity, Devotion,  Godlineſ. 
Wherein is declared, how Gratitude and 


Felicity inſpire and perfeFall theVertues. 
Should here have ended all my dif- 


courſe on Vertue, had it not been ne- 
ce{lary to ſpeak ſomething of our Ene- 
mies, Stnce there was never any man ſv 
Wiſe but he had fome, it is not to be 
expected that the moſt Vertuous Man 
liviog ſhould be altogether without 
them. Moſes ,and David, «nd Elijah and 
Daniel h3d Enemies, ſo had our Lord 


Jeius Chiift himſelf, Foſeph had lome tn 


ti; younger daics, and Solomon lome 1n 
hiv Oli :2905; Of all the Propnets I fied 
Sunn! the moſt clear ard ex:mpred 
fr:m th:m. BEut this 1 obierve, that 
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Men of great and tranſcendent Princi- 


_ ples, of ſtaid and well-govern'd Paſſions, 


of meek and condeſcending Behayi- 
ours, highly kind and ſerviceable in 
their Age , free from the ſpots and ble- 
miſhes of the World, have frequently 
arrived to an univerſal Applauſe and 
Honour, and moved in a ſphere ſo high 
above the Nation in which they lived, 
that as if they had been Creatures of a. 
nother World, they have enjoyed a Ve: 
neration above their Degree, and been 
ſurrounded with a repoſe , that makes 
them look like Angels in a kind of Hea- 
ven; that that Heaven which they en- 
joyed upon Earth, was the Work, and 
the Reward, and the Crown of Vertue. 
Thus AXofes after his long Meeknels, and 
invincible Fidelity to the Jewiſh Nation, 
was in the cloſe of his life moſt exceeding- 
ly honour'd by all the People,and lament- 
ed after his death by a million of Perſons, 
that felt the difaſtre of fo great a loſs. Fo- 


ſeph ſuffered much by the Envy of hisBre- 


thren in the beginning, and the Luſt and 
Slander of his Miſtreſs, But after he had 
once been the Saviour of the Land of E- 
21pt, and of his Fathers Family, his Vertue 
being known , he enjoyed a long life of 
Giory and Honour, and of the abun- 

| dance 
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dance of his own peace and tranquility, 
communicated a repoſe and proſperity 
ro his Nation, Joſhua did run the ha- 
_ zard of being ſtoned for crofſing the 
perverſe humour of the Jews , - when he 
' returred from ſearching the Land of Ca- 
#aan : but from Moſes's death, through- 
out all his life afterwards was an abſolute 
Prince among his own People, and a 
glorious Victor over all their Enemies. 
Samuel was from his Infancy choſen of 
GOD, and from Daneven to Begrſheba 
they knew he was eſtabliſhed to be a 
Prophet of the Lord. The honour of 
hisCommunton withHeaven joyned with 
his great Integrity and Gravity on Earth, 
gave him a Reputation that made him 
Greater than all the Elders 1o the Land, 
And it js very apparent, that the eminent 
Holineſs, and Goodneſs, and great Wiſ- 
dom of theſe Men made them to pre- 
vail, with GODS bleſling on their Ver- 
enes, and to reign like BenefaCtors, and 
magnificent Patriots of their Country. 
Solomon was by his Wiſdom exceeding 
glorious, till he revolted from GOD : 
and thoſe Miſchiefs which befe] David 
after he came to the Throne did ſpring 
from his Fall in the matter of Urias, 
Theſe things I note to encourage Men 
tO 
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to Vertue, For though our Lord Jef; 
Chriſt, and his Apoltles, were perſecuted 
to the Death , yet two things are very 
conſiderable: Firſt, that their Glory 


ſurmounted the Rage of all their Ene-. 


mies, and continues immortally ſhining 
throughout all Kingdoms and Apes ; 
Next, That they were born to trouble- 


ſom- Times, and were to break the Ice | 


for all their Followers, For their buf- 
neſs was extraordinary, to change the 
ſtate and condition of Kingdoms, to 
alter the publick Rites of Religion both 
among Fews and Gentiles , and therein 
to ſhake and dijlettle the Secular Inter- 
elts of Millivos, as well as to touch and 
oftend the Conſcience, in defaming that 
for which ſo many Ages had ſo great a 
Veneration. This created all the dith- 
culty in their Lives, But where the 
publick Rites of Religion are approved, 
and a Man is born in peaceable and quict 
Times, I do not ſee but the moſt Ver- 
tuous Men inherit all the Honour and 
Eſteem of the People , and whatever e- 
ſtate and degree they are of, reign 10 
the fulleſt apd freeſt Proſperity. Nor 
has the Death of Chriſt ſo little pre- 
vailed upon Earth, but that all the 
World does now take notice of the 
Glory 
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Glory of his DoQtrine, and far better 


underſtand the excellency of Vertue 
than they did before: They feel and 
admire its influences, Infomuch that as 
' ſome Vertuous Men grow contemptible 
by their Vices; ſo do the moſt debauch- 
ed and vicious Men, find a Neceſſity of 
appearing Vertuous , it they mean tobe 
Honourable; for as all Errours receive 
their ſtrengths from ſome Truths pro- 
' feſſed by Hereticks, ſodo all Vices and 
vicious Perſons owe their ſupports to 
the powerful ſtrengths of thoſe Vertues 
on which they lean, and which they uſe 
(though in a wicked manner ) for their 
own ſecurity, For they cannot riſe and 
thrive in the World without fome Ver- 
tue, or ſhew of Vertue at leaſt, ro cover 
- and help out their Vices. Three things 
| defire you to note ſeriouftly, when 
you have firſt obſerved, that ttis a very 
hard matter to hate an Excellent Man, 
or contemn him, when he 1s known. 
The one is, that Enmities and Diſgraces 
are like the pangs avd throws of the 
New-Birth, they fall like Storms and 
Showers upon budding Vertues 1n their 
ſpring and greeneſs: When a Man firſt 
begins to be Vertuons he 1s. defpiied , 
luipeted, unknown; it my be cen- 
ſured 
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ſured and hated : But when he has mag> 
himſelf eminent and conſpicuous, js x 
man of tried and approved Vertue, well 
| known for a Perſon of Honour and 
Worth; the firſt Envies and Cenfures a. 
bate; and if he conſtantly exerciſe all 


Honeſty and Goodneſs with great aQti- 

vity , courage, and prudence, he ſhall ; 
conquer all his Enemies, and inherit the | 
benefit of his own Vertues 1n the peace | 


and tranquility of his happy Condition. 
Note alſo, that it is not ſo much the Ma- 
ligoity of the World, as ſome Vice of 
the Profictent, or ſome occaſion that 
Religious men give the World to bla. 
pheme Religion by ſome [afirmity or 0- 
ther, that makes them\to be hated, And 
this I note, becauſe I would have you 
' not cry out of other Mens Corruptians, 
ſo much as of your own. There is a 
little Pride, or Covetouſneſs, or Lazi: 
nels, or Scora, or Aoger, or Revenge, 
ſome one Deformity or other, that gives 
Men advantage againſt us, when they 
deride at our Profeſſion : but under the 
Name and Notion of Vertue no Man 
was ever yet upbraided. As a Fool 


perhaps, and a Coward ( but not asa 


Wiſe and gallant Man ) he may be 


ſcorned. Thirdly, Some Secular Iutereſt 
_ may 
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m3y put People together by the Ears, , 
but no Man 1s hated for being perfedly_ 
Vertuous. Miſapprehenfions,Slanders,la- 
juries, Quarrels about Eſtates and Poſlel- 
ſeſſions may ariſe 3 but where the Land 

is at peace, and the True Religion e- 
ſtabliſhed, no Man is hated for being 

Wiſe, and Good, and Holy, and Chaſte, 

and Juſt , and Libera), and Honeſt, and 
Merciful,, and Meek, and Couragious, 

but the more admired for being Holy 

and Bleſſed , when he juyos all GODS 
Vertues together, A man may be per- of were. 
yerſe and turbulent, a Schilmatick and #2 2-4 
a Heretick, and by a raſh ard erros- ;../ © 
peous Zeal bring many Encmics and Pe- 

nalties on himſelf, while he rails agaloſt 

the Mapiſtrates, and reviles the Bt- 

ſhops and Paſtours of the Church, 

breaks the Laws, and diſtu:vs rhe 
Kingdom, prophanes and blaiphcmes 
GODS publick Worſhip, and endea- 

yours fo overthrow the eſtabliſhed Re- 

Iigion and Diſcipline among us, But 

all the Troubles which a man brings on 
bimſelf by any ſuch means as theſe, 

Ire not to be fathered on Vertu? , but 

rightly to be aſcribed to their proper 

Cauſes Had he that (uffered them 

Yen more Vertuous . he had been leſ; 
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miſerable. And truly this I may ſay for 
the glory of Chriſtiauity , Where it js 
freely and purely Profefſed in any Na- 
tia or Kingdom ( as at preſent in 
Ours ) a Man may be as divine and 
heavenly as an Angel. And if he be 


Liberal, aod Kind, and Humble, and 
Cheerful, eſpecially if withal he be Un- * 
dautrited and Couragious, molt exceed- | 
ingly Honeſt and Faithful in his deal- | 
ings; the more” Holy and Divine he is, 3 
the more he is commended and yalued | 
in the Land : but if he have avy fluw } 
the greater ſtir he makes in Religion, | 
the more he is hated. He loſes his Cre- | 
dit, and undergoes the Cenſure of a # 


ſupercilious Hypocrite, 


AS forall the Enemies which Strife |} 
and Contention about Worldly Goods | 
occaſion to a Vertuous Man, he 1s no | 
more li:ble to them than other perſons: | 


And yet when he meets them, he has 
far more advantages over his Enemies 


than other Mer. For beiog full of | 
Courage, he dares do any thing that | 


's fit againſt them, and that ſparkle of 
the Lion makes them to dread him: 
whereas a Coward is baffled and run 
over ina moment. Being full of Tem- 


per and Humility, he is not apt to exal- 
perate 
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perate them, and make them mad, as 
hot and avgry Spirits are apt to do. 
By Kindneſs he obliges , and wins, and 
ſoftens them:'i5y Prudence he knows how 
to manage them,and all his other Vertues 
come in as ſo many ſtrengths againſt 
them. Being Juſt he never quarrels but 


{ ina Good Cayſe ; being Good and Mer- 
] ciful, heis not apt to make an Enemy : 
1 Being Wiſe and Holy his Soul is in ano- 
| ther World, and it is no trivial Injury 


that can make him contend + Being Li- 
beral and Magnanimous he is prone to 
do Heroical things, and to make him- 


 felf Venerable to his very Adverſary : 


And above all to tender and to love 
his Soul, and to ſteer all the Conten- 
tion to both their benefit. We rail on 
the World when the fault is 1n our ſelves. 
The moſt of Men profeſſing Vertue are 
but Children in Worth 5 very weak, 
and very defeftive: And too timorous 
too, GOD knows. They neither truſt 
GOD enough, nor carry Vertue to the 
height. Vertue is baſe and not Ver- 
tue, while it is remiſs : It never ſhineth 
olorioully and irrefiſtibly , till it be 
icted almoſt in a deſperate manner, He 
only is the Great Man, that contemns 
Danger , Life, and Death, 2nd all the 


Qq 2 World, 
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World, that he may be ſupreamly and 


compleatly Vertuous. 
ENEMIES may ſometimes ſpring 
from Envy. And indeed there alone 
| lies the Core of the Matter : when ſome 
Men imperte&tly Vertuous, abhor others 
for beivg more Excellent than them- | 
ſelves; at leaſt for being more Honou- | 
red, and more Proſperous. Here a- { 
gain Temporal Intereſt is the ground 
of the Enmity, For thus our Saviour 
was hated by the Scribes and Phariſees. 
Pilate knew that they delivered him for 
Envy. Bur the main pretext and Cauſe # 
of his Condemnation , was the Tefti- } | 
mony of thoſe that heard him ſay, He 
would defiroy the Temple: Without J | 
which, and his imputed Blaſphemy they J 
could hardly have killed him. But he 
came to dic, and was the leſs ſolicitous. | 
Where theſe publick Caſes are away: | 
They that envy Vercuous Meo are ge- | 
neraily Men of equal rapk and degree || 
with chemieives ; but a Man truly Ver- 
ruous Will out-ſtiip them, as far asa | 
Swallow will a Snail, ali his Inferiours, 
and all his Superiours thar underſtand | | 
ron and the moſt alſo of his Equals, 
and all they too, if he invents wayes 


and methcds to ob! ige them , will at 
laſt 
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laſt be won to confeſs and acknowledge 
him. Butin the mean time he grows, 
and thrives, and enjoyes their very 
Enmity, He never ſpeaks 1]! of them 
behind their backs. He 1s not a jot dif- 
couraged, nor exaſperated, he pities 
their Weakneſs, and is humble under 
the fence perhaps of his own: He is 
car:ful to give them no advantage a: 
gainſt him: He confides ia GOD, and 
ſtrengthens himſelf in hope of Divine 
afiſtance: He rej»yces exceedingly that 
he has the opportunity -of Forgiving, 
and confiders how many Vertues he has 
to exerciſe upon that Occaſion, It 
1 makes him to exult, when he conſiders 
that theſe Enemies are the Jaſtruments 
and Materials of his greater Glory. 
He foreſees the Victory, and delights 
iothe Triumph. And beſides all this, 
He is obliged by Jeſus Chriſt to for- 
give greater Wrongs than theſe, 2nd 
2ladly yields ſome Tri:ls of his Obe- 
dience: He has an infinite felicity in 
daily View, and remembers he 1s a Pil- 
grim 11 a ſtrange Country, He is dead 
tro the World, and alive unto GOD, 
The Moon is beneath his fect, and ſo 
areall ickle and tranſitory things. He 


* 


'5 cloathed with the Sun, aud walk» 
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eth- in the Light , environed with the 
beams of his own Enjoyments. If his 
Enemy be able to do him a _— : 
C which to a man perfectly Vertuous 
jeldome happens ) he turns 1t into 
Good, which a Fooliſh and a Vicious 


Man cannot do: He ſioks not under it, | 
but plunges out again, and ſurmounts |: 
It altogether : immediately forgives it, } 
and can after cheerfully ſerve his Ene- * 
my. For his part he will be an Ene- j 
my to 10 man in the World. Heknows | 
his Duty and his Maſter : the value of 3 
Souls, and the excellency of Vertue: | 
His very Gratitude to GOD and Jeſus # 
Chriſt isenough to make him gothrough | 
a thouſand greater and. more terrible } 


brunts than theſe, 

I wowd not have Men ingrateful to 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 nor blind to themſelves. 
1 know very well that. the Ape is full 
of Faults, and lament it :. but withal 
I know, 1t is full of Advantages, As 
Sin abounds, fo does Grace alſo ſuper- 
abound. Never ſo much clear Koow- 
ledge in any Age: Learned Miniſters, 
multitudes of Sermons , excellent 
Books, trauflated Biblzs, fiudious 
Gentlemen, mulitudes of Schol ers, 
e1Ublick Liberty, Peace and _y 

al 
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all great and eminent Bleſſ1ogs. 
were many diſorders 1n the Church of 
Corinth , and yet the Apoſtle tes them 
of their Reigning, and wiſhes, Would 
to GOD he did reign with them |! 
after their City had a little flouriſhed 
In peace, and received Religion : and 
makes his Compariſon betwcen them 
and himſelf after ſuch a manner, that 
when 1t 1s conſidered , 
one apt to thirk the Reigniog of the 
Saints, which is ſpoken of in the 
1 of the Revelations, 
preſent or already Pait. Now ye are full 
J (faith he) zow ye are rich, ye have reign- 
ed a5 Kings without ws, and 1 wou'd to þ 
GOD ye did reign, that we alſo might 
For 1 think GOD hath 
as it were 


fet forth us the Apoſtles Liſt , 


appointed to Death : 


bat ye are firong : 
we are deſpi,ed, 


and” are buffeted , 


for we are made a 
ſpe:Facle to the World, and to Angels, and 
to Men : We are fools for Chriſts fake , 


but ye are wiſe 712 Chrift ; 
Te are Cendnrabli 


Even to this preſent hour 
we both hunger and thirſt, and are naked, 
and ktave no certain 
dwelling place, A (mall matter will make 


a Saint to Reign, by reaſon 


oreatnels of his Interior Bliſs, 


Qq 4 


There 


it would make 


Book 
were either now 


- we are weak, 


the 
i he be 
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not buffetted and caſt out of doors; 
having Food and Rayment , with his 
Godlineſs It Is Great Gain, Elpecially 
witen Kiogs and Princes field a profeſſed 
Sul jection to the Goſpel of Chriſt. For 
tin all the K INSasms of the World become 
the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his 
Chriſt: When the Crojs 15 exalted a- 
bove the Crov.n , aud the King, Palaces 
ſurmcunted by the magnificeice of our 
Savicurs Temple, aid there 1s no Ido- 
latry nur Poylon in the Churc' , but a 
pure publick worſhip, wary the very 
Laws aid Mapiſt:atcs countenance Re- 
ligion , and thoſe Apoltiles that were 
once perſecuted and c-(t out as Vile, 
are vow glorihcd and adwired for their 
Sardity. Men may be Chriſtiavs pub- 
lickly and 1o the face of the Sun, it 1s 
horrible iogracitude to be unlcnlible of 
tne advantage, to calum'1te, and re: 
proach, and diſturb the Church, as 1f it 
vere a link of Paganiſme. Rather we 
1h. 14] admire and adore GOD Almigh- 
ys (wat other ren libourcd , and we are 
exiered upon their Labuurs, We lnheilt 
the blood , avd toyl, and ſweat of the 
Martvis, they hore the burthen and 
hea! of te diy, and we enjoy the vi- 
:1y atd the peace they ecquired, 
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This 1s one , but not one of the leaſt of 
GODS Mercies for which we ſhould be 
Grateful, 

T HAT all the buſineſs of Religion 
on GODS part is Bounty , Gratitude on 
ours, and that this Gratitude is the 
ſphere of all Vertue and Felicity, eaſily 
is diſcerned after the firſt 1ntimation. 
Gratitude is all that is to be expreſſed 


here upoo Earth, and above 1n Heaven. 


All our Complacencies in his infinite 
Highneſs, all our Delights 10 his eternal 
Praiſes, all our Adorations, Extaſtes, 


and Offerings, all our Joyes and Thankſ- 


givings, are but the Feathers and the 
Wings of that Seraphim io Glory. All 
the Acknowledgment, and Faith, and 


Hope, and Repentance, all the Obedi- 


ence and Reſignation of a Sinner upon 
Earth, all his Care and fear to offend, 
all his Defire and Endeavour to vleaſe, 
all his Worſhip and Charity, all his Cou- 
rage, and Perſeverance, and Patience, 


_ all his Fidelity , Devotion, and Godli- 


neſs, are but Gratitude in ſeveral] dreſſes, 
as Time, Place, and Occaſion require, 
Sermons are to inform and »ffiſt our 
Gratitude, Sacraments to revive and 
exerciſe its vertue, Vertues themſclves 
Ire cur Aids to biing us thereunto, 

Upon 
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Upon Sabbatis it enjoyes a Reſt, that 
bath ſomething 1a it of Heaven; and 
itis a hard matter to be wicked in the 
Sanftuary, But in ordinary Converſz- 
tion , in Shops and Taveros, in the 
Camp, in the Navy, ataFealt, or in a 
Journey, to retain the Sence of all Mer: 
cies, and to carry all theſe Vertues and 
Graces about a Man, 1s not ordinary for 
a Common Chriſtian, But that which 
does realize our Gratitude , and make 
it perfe&, isa true Fidelity to GOD and 
our ſelves, which is an acquired habit, 
or a Grace infuſed , by vertue of which 
we keep all thoſe Promiſes which we 
made to GOD in our holy Meditations, 
and all thoſe holy Reſolves which in 
our beſt Retirements we put upon our 
ſelves to do his Will ,, even in the midſt 
of all Afſaules and Temptations, Itisa 
Vertue by which we remain Conſtant 
io all Perſecutions and Allurements ; uot 
warping, or moviag aftde on any Conlt- 
deratico; neither melting with Plea- 
fures, nor flinching at Diltreſſes 3 but 
continuing faithful to the death , that we 
21ay obtain the Crown of Life, He cer- 
tiny that ſees himſelf a King of all 
Worlds, and Brother to our Lord 
FESUS CHRIST Cwulto hath faid, 
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He that doth the will of my Father, is my 
Mother, Sifter, and Brother - ) wi!l not 
be wrought on to forſake or hazard fo 
great a Bliſs, His knowledge of its Per 
tection will animate his Soul with all 
Fidelity. 


I T will draw him from the World 
tooy and make him delire to be much 
alone, that he may be much with GOD, 
A Covetous man will be telling his Mo- 
nies, an Ambitious man aſpires to be 
alwaies near the Kings Perſon, an Epi- 
cure is for his Wine, or Women, or 
Feaſts continually, A Vertuous man 1s 
more Covyetous, more Ambitious , more 
prone to Celeſtial Epicuriſme, if I may 
fo ſpeak, than all the World beſides : 
And fo art thou, if thou art really en- 


gaged in the ſtudy of Felicity, APt- 


ous man has greater Treaſures, higher 
Honours, more pure Pleafures, fincerer 
and truer Delights, a more glorious 


Friend than all the Earth beſide, Why 
ſhould we not enjoy him, why ſhould 


we not retire to adore him, why not de- 


light: in Devotion and Communion with 
him? There a Mano is to feed by ſweet 
Conterplation on a!l his Feiicities : He 
's there to pray for open Eyes, and a 
Pure 
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pure Heart, that he may ſee GOP. 
There thou art to exercile thy ſtrenpthe, 
and acquaint thy ſelf with him, to !ook 
into all Ages ard Kingdoms, to confider 
and know thy iclt, to exp?clare in the 
Frernity and Inrmenſity (f GOD, and 
to gait thar GODLINESSE, which with 
re:) Cootentment is Great Gam, There 
thos art to ſtir up thy felt, by way of pure 
ARremembrance , IO recullect thy ſcattered 
and broken Thoughts, and to cloath 
thy {elf with all thy occeſliry Perfecti- 
ONs, 

_ IF OR Godlineſs is a kind of G0D- 
LIKENESS, a divine habit , or frame of 
Soul , that may fitly be accounted The 
fuln'ſs of the ſtature of the Inward Man, 
Io its leaſt degree, it is an Ioclination to 
be Like GOD, to Pleaſe him, and to 
E-ijoy him, Heis GOD-LIKE that is 
hizh and ſerious \n ail his Thoughts, 
humble and cui:d=icending in all his 
Actions, full of love and pooud-will to 
all rhe Creatures, and bright 1n the 
knowledge of ai! their Natures. He 
del.ohis iv «'! the Woiks of GOD, and 
walks ja all the Wayes of GOD, and 
mcdtates on .:: the Commandements 
of GO!) nd covets all the Treaſures 
of GOL, 10d breaths aitcr all bis Joyes? 


x 
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He that hates all that GOD hates, and 
deſires all that GOD deſires, and loves 
all that GOD loves, and delights 1n all 
his delights, is GODLY: He that aſpires 
to the ſame End, by the ſame Means, 
and forms himſelf williovgly to the ſame 
Nature. Every Like 10 Nature draw- 
ethtolts Like, the Beautiful, and the 
Wiſe , and the Good, and the Aged; 
but eſpecially the GOD-Like. There 1s 
more reaſon why tHey ſhould delight in 
each other. They have more Attra- 
Qives and Incentives, GODLINESS, 


' or GOD-LIKENE SS is the cement of 


Amity between GOD and MAN. 
Eternity and Immenſity are the ſphere 
of his Activity , and are often frequen»- 


ted, and filled with his Thoughts. No- 


thing leſs than the Wiſdom of GOD 
will pleaſe the GOD-LIKE Man; No- 
thing leſs content him, than the Blefſed- 
neſs and Glory of his Great Creatour. 
He muſt enjoy GOD, or he cannot eo- 


joy himſelf, That is, he muſt reſt ſati(-_ 


hed in him, 2s the Creatour, the Law- 
giver, the Lord and Governour of the 
World: and for that end muſt be com- 
pleatly ſatisfied with the Glory and Per- 
fection of all his Works, and Laws, and 
Wayes, He muſt delight in all his 


Co:m 


575 


An Appendix. 


. Counſels, that he may enjoy him as the 
Great Counſellour of all Nature; and 
ſee the Beauty of his Mind , that he may 
take, pleaſure in him as the Bleſledneſs 
of che Angels, the Redeemer of Meo, 
the Sartt'ficr of his Ele& People, and 
the Sov-raign End of all thiogs. He | 
mult e7joy him as his own ſupream and 

eternal Objea, his King, his Father, 
Bridegroom, Friend, Benefatour, All 
io all, Which he can never do, till he 
ſees GOD ro be the beſt Father, the beſt 
King, the belt BenefaCtour, Bridegroom 
aid Friend 1n all the World: Nor ' 
that, till he ſees the Beauty of the 

whole Creation, the great and wonder: 

ful things of his Law, the marvellous 
glory of his All-wiſe diſpenſfations, the 
Sacred perfection of his Decrces, and 

the nature of his Eſſence: And all theſe 
muſt be as ſweet and fatisfaQtory to him- 
ſelf, as they are to the Deity. To be 
 GOD-Like is a very ſublime and moſt 
glorious Pertection : which no man can 
attain, that is not either c#rzoſly ſatisfied 
io all theſe things, -or hxmbly coofident of 
' their Beauty and Pertetion. And for 
Cauſe have we thus written upon all the 
Vertues, that all that need it, and read 


the Book may be clevated a little a 
than 
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than the ordinary Rate, have ſomething 
moreere& and Angelical in their Souls, 
be brought to: the Gates ( at leaſt) of 
GODS Kingdom, and be endued with 
GOD LIN ESS a little more compleatly 
by their Care, than hitherto they have 
beenz becauſe they know, both that 
GOD is, and is a Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him. 


